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FOREWORD

Edward Myers has made a valuable contribution to the understanding of an important biblical doctrine by writing A Study of Angels. The book is a revision of material originally published in 1978, which is now out of print.

His continued study on this theme has enabled him to add significant, new material to the book. The material on Guardian Angels and the Angel of the Lord has been developed. An additional chapter has been added on the history of the study of angels. Study questions have been placed at the end of each chapter, which makes the material adaptable for class study.

A biblical understanding of angels is difficult because of their spiritual nature. How can spiritual beings be described in physical terms? They have no flesh and blood. They have no human speech. They have no sexual distinction. Myers does not compromise the spiritual nature of angels in this book.

Angels are not gods. They are God-sent messengers. They are created beings who are limited in power and knowledge. Myers does not confuse them with divinity.

Discussion about angels is often shrouded in religious mystery, thus making an objective study difficult. Unfortunately, many discussions portray angels as ridiculous superstition—in both their traditional and popular characterization. These distorted portrayals have perhaps emerged because of two reasons. First, much of the medieval superstition about angels still remains in the minds of some. This superstition maintains that angels and demons fill the air, seeking to cast good or evil spells upon man’s every activity. Evil omens, charms, priestly blessings, and curses of witches are the outgrowth of such superstition.

Second, popular charismatic religion has used the concepts of angels and demons to explain their emotional experiences in biblical terms. Man does not appear quite so responsible if his evil can be attributed to demonic sources. Man can appear to be in God’s favor if his teaching or conduct is attributed to angelic sources.

Myers does not fall into either of these traps. He presents biblical material and critical expositions to arrive at his conclusion.

Much theological speculation is connected with angels. Often, more is said about angels than is revealed. Edward Myers does not make this mistake. He does not go beyond that which is written. Indeed one of the strengths of his books is in what is not said.

When discussing how angels minister to saints, it is refreshing to hear him say, “We are not told.” When discussing how angels carried Lazarus to Abraham’s bosom, he humbly acknowledges, “We do not know.” When discussing angels in prison, he confesses that, “We do not know why some angels are in prison.”

Myers has no theological thesis to defend or doctrinal theory to uphold. His goal is to present the biblical teaching about angels in an orderly way. His academic scholarship and his practical experience as a preacher give a dimension to the book that promises to make it the standard work on this theme.

I highly recommend this book for both its contents and form. It deserves broad circulation and careful study.

Jimmy Jividen


PREFACE

This revised and updated version of A Study of Angels comes from many years of study, research, and revision. My interest in angels and spiritual beings began when I was a boy. The death of my father prompted a discussion with my older sister about guardian angels. That discussion made an impression on me. Many years later, as a preacher in Cincinnati, Ohio, I was asked by one of the young ladies of the congregation to preach a sermon dealing with “exorcism.” In preparation, I studied everything I could about exorcism and the occult. Reluctantly, I even saw the movie, The Exorcist. After several months of research and study, my first level of study was complete, and I delivered the lessons.

A few months later I moved to West Monroe, Louisiana, to take up the duties of teaching in the White’s Ferry Road School of Biblical Studies. Being also a member of the local congregation, I was asked to teach the Wednesday night auditorium class. As I thought about what I would like to teach, I began to think about the lessons I had just completed on occultism. But that study had left me feeling negative and drained, and I did not want to dabble in that subject for a while. But I kept thinking, “Surely there is a more positive approach to life. One that can give hope and victory over what we face day by day.” I finally directed my attention toward a study of angels.

The classroom study prompted many requests to have the material printed and available. So, we transcribed the tapes, did some small editing, and “went to print.”

To be quite honest I was more than a little hesitant as the book came off the press. I somehow felt I had been too simplistic. But then, I began receiving phone calls and letters saying “I’ve never understood this before!”

Since that time I have had the privilege to speak on the subject all across America. I have held seminars at local churches, and delivered lectures at Christian colleges and Schools of Preaching. Each time I delivered this material I restudied and learned more. The subject is fascinating and continues to intrigue me on a steady basis.

Frank E. Peretti has written two volumes (This Present Darkness and Piercing the Darkness) that have stirred an interest in a study of angels. The numerous books that are being printed today regarding the subject of spiritual warfare also indicate that people are interested in knowing more about the reality of the spiritual world. The time is ripe for renewed interest in the topic of angels.

In this third printing, many improvements and revisions have been made that I believe strengthen the value of this book. My thanks go to Mr. John Howard, of Howard Publishing Co., for keeping the book in print, and more importantly for encouraging the renewal and revisions. I don’t know what I would do without the loving patience of Philis Boultinghouse, also of Howard Publishing. Every time she called and asked, “How is the manuscript coming?” I would have to say, “I need more time.” She would graciously reply, “Take more time, we want it to be done right.” Thanks Philis, for being so understanding.

Maxine Heath of Howard Publishing came in at the eleventh hour in preparing this edition of the book to go to the printer. Without her help I would not have been able to complete this on any type of schedule at all. She is a gracious lady and I thank her for all deeds of kindness and patience.

I want to repeat my thanks and appreciation to Jimmy Jividen for reading and providing the forward for the book and to Mrs. Jim (Carol) Caveman for providing study questions for the chapters.

I could not close without expressions of appreciation to my faithful companion and wife, Janice. She is always saying, “Edward, you need to write more.” Well, here is some “more.” I pray it is worth the readers time.

Edward P. Myers, Ph.D.
Professor of Bible and Christian Doctrine
Harding University, Searcy, Arkansas
Fall 1993



CHAPTER ONE
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 Introducing Angels


INTRODUCTION

In her first lesson on “A Study of Angels,” Francis Parr writes,

Mention the word angel and what do you visualize? In my mind’s eye, I see a beautiful woman with long, golden hair; a full, flowing, white robe; and lovely, shining wings that flutter gracefully, propelling this wonder along. Her voice is soft and gentle.

Other times the picture is of a fat, pink baby with a crossbow and heart-shaped arrows, aiming at some hapless fellow who, unknown to him is the object of a girl’s affection.

According to the Bible, both these images are almost totally inaccurate. But many people share these misleading mental pictures.1

This is a book on angelology, the theological term for the systematic study of angels. We will cover in this study the origin, the nature, the activities, and the destiny of angels.

The words angel or angels occur some three hundred times in our English Bible. Our modern world is apt to sneer at the existence of spirit beings, but the evidence in Holy Scripture is undeniable. It seems that the philosophy of naturalism has become so widespread that many educated people do not acknowledge anything but what the eye can see and the ear can hear. Yet, in lands where education is not so available, people hold various beliefs in spirit beings. Furthermore, these beliefs are not passive, but rather convictions that influences the way they live.

When there is interest in spirit beings, a study of angels naturally follows. Angels make up a great number of the beings in the heavenly realm and have a definite part in heaven’s concern and care for mankind and God’s plan of redemption. Therefore, it is a source of great strength and encouragement to see what God reveals in his Word about the heavenly creatures called angels.

MAJOR AREAS AFFECTED BY A STUDY OF ANGELS

No Bible doctrine should be studied in isolation. Everything must be understood in light of other teachings of Scripture. This is true in a study of the angelic beings. Major areas of theology are affected by the biblical teaching on angels.2 Bibliology (doctrine of Scripture as the word of God) is affected by a study of angels because all of the information we have on angels must be gathered from the Bible. This does not deny references to angels in folklore, art, literature, and music. But our concern centers on what God has revealed to us in Scripture. Theology proper (doctrine of God) is effected by our study of angels because angels are his ministering servants. Christology (doctrine of the person and work of Christ) is affected not only because our Lord taught about angels, but also because he was associated with them in many ways throughout his ministry. Pneumatology (doctrine of the Holy Spirit) is affected by one’s view of angels, for one’s view of demons, Satan, and angelic beings in general center on the study of the spirit world. Angels are spirit beings, as evidenced by Hebrews 1:14. “Are not all angels ministering spirits sent to serve those who will inherit salvation?” Anthropology (doctrine of man) is affected, for angels minister to the redeemed, and on the other hand, Satan’s angels influence and harass man. Eschatology (doctrine of last things) is affected, for angels will be employed by God to minister to the redeemed and to punish the lost.

WHY STUDY ANGELS?

Why should angels be studied?

First, a study of angels is important because it is a biblical topic. Second Timothy 3:16, says, “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness.” Since angels are discussed in Scripture, it is important that we look at this biblical topic.

Second, angels are mentioned so many times in both the Old Testament and the New Testament that the topic can hardly be ignored.

Third, angels are interested in man. According to Luke 15:7, 10, angels rejoice over man when he repents and comes back to God. If angels are that interested in us, it is natural that we should have an interest in them.

Fourth, in Luke 20:36, the Scripture says we shall be like them. This scripture should not be misunderstood to say that we will become angels. A little girl said to her mother, “Mommy, I can hardly wait till I die so I can become an angel.” This concept is rather widespread, but it is totally untrue. The Bible says we shall be like angels (Luke 20:36), but never that we will become angels. Since we will be like them, to study their nature is to learn more about our own destiny.

Fifth, angels minister to us. Hebrews 1:14 speaks of angels as ministering spirits sent forth to do service for the sake of those who shall inherit salvation. What that service is will be examined later. The point here is simply that angels minister to us, and since they minister to us we need to know what they are like.

Sixth, Hebrews 13:2 says we need to be a people who practice hospitality because some in doing so have thereby entertained angels unaware. The likelihood of anyone proving or disproving the possibility of entertaining angels unaware today is a continuing discussion among Bible students, but since the Bible does mention the entertaining of angels unaware, perhaps it would help us to study angels to learn what happened when one did entertain them and wasn’t aware of it and how that affected his life.

Finally, Luke 16:22 says that at death the righteous are escorted by angels to Abraham’s side. Angels are the ones who provide transit for Christians into heaven when they die. This makes the study of angels even more precious to the child of God.

WHAT IS AN ANGEL?

Several terms are used in Scripture to describe angels. The Hebrew word malak occurs one hundred eight times in the Old Testament. Angellos is the Greek word translated “angel” that occurs one hundred eighty six times in the New Testament. Both words can be literally translated “messenger.” While it is true these terms sometimes refer to human messengers (Luke 7:24), the terms most commonly refer to the heavenly order that is above man.

But how would you answer the question, “What is an angel?” Herbert Lockyer says “the word is chiefly used in the Bible to represent those super human beings whose abode is heaven, and who function as the unseen agents in the execution of the will of God.”3 Peter A. Angeles says an angel is “a supernatural, celestial being, of pure spirit, superior to humans in power, goodness, beauty, intelligence, and abilities, who serves God in many capacities, one being as a messenger, another as an attendant spirit for a human or humans.”4

Millard J. Erickson offers the definition I consider most fitting: “by angels we mean those spiritual beings which God created higher than man, some of whom have remained obedient to God and carry out His will, and others of whom disobeyed, lost their holy condition, and oppose and hinder His work.”5
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