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The National Mule Memorial in downtown Muleshoe.
Courtesy of Ray Miller.
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Preface


Welcome to the world of Texas town names. The study of place names has a specialized name of its own—toponymy (tah-PAHN-uh-mee)—and there’s no better place to sample it than Texas, a fertile field because of the state’s immense size and variety. You will find Muleshoe & More to be a quick and lively reference guide with an A-to-Z listing of towns. Be warned, however, that more careful exploration of these pages could turn you into a Texas toponymic expert in your own right.


The Texas map, like the state’s broad landscape, offers great contrasts, exemplified by the intermingling of languages and cultures that goes back to earliest Texas history. Most of the towns were founded more than 100 years ago, and many of their names originated much like those of towns elsewhere:


Borrowed names—communities named for towns or cities in other states or countries. Family names—places named to honor individuals or families, among them war heroes, public officials, early settlers, postmasters, storekeepers, or railroad engineers. Descriptive names—names describing the areas in which the towns are located or chosen simply because they sound pleasant. Geographic names—names taken from rivers, lakes, mountains, and other landmarks. Botanical names—names of trees and other plant life prominent when the towns were settled.


But these broad categories omit the many Texas towns with names derived from cultural sources including the Bible and religion, popular and classic literature, and mythology. Nor do they reflect the intermixture of languages that results, for instance, in three towns named Sweetwater: the Nolan County seat with the English name; the Nueces County town (Agua Dulce) with a Spanish name, and the Wheeler County town (Mobeetie) whose name comes from a Native American language.


Bigfoot and Whon, although named for persons, have monikers that do not quite fit the pattern of family names. That’s surely true of Topsey, a name taken not from one of the residents but from his favorite mule.


And how do you classify Ding Dong in Bell County? Bug Tussle? Gun Barrel City? Pep? Dime Box? Cut and Shoot? Bebe? Domino? Each has its own unique story.


Preferred pronunciations are shown for town names that are often pronounced incorrectly, such as Mexia and Refugio. These pronunciations, appearing as phonetic respellings, were published previously in our Texas Towns From A to Z Pronunciation Guide. The stressed syllables are indicated by capital letters. Population figures shown for the towns are current estimates obtained from the Texas State Data Center and other sources in 1998. The postmarks that illustrate the text come from Texas post offices, which have played no small role in the naming of Texas towns.


Invariably, the persons we approached while working on this book went out of their way to give every possible kind of information we sought, and offered it with courtesy and kindness. Among these were postmasters, librarians, newspaper editors and reporters, genealogists, Chamber of Commerce managers and staffers, city and county officials, and officers of town and county historical societies. We are grateful to one and all.


Our gratitude goes also, for many and varied reasons, to Laurel Laurentz, Larry Howell, F. E. “Ab” Abernethy, Robert M. Thomas, Clay Bradfield, and Elizabeth Hedstrom.





A


ABILENE



West central Texas • Taylor County • 117,061


C. W. Merchant named Abilene, founded in 1881, after Abilene, Kansas. He and other ranchers marketed cattle in the Kansas town and hoped its Texas namesake would become equally important. The ranchers and land speculators picked a townsite on the new Texas & Pacific Railway line, and at auction more than 300 lots were sold in two days. In 1883 citizens voted to incorporate the town, and Taylor County residents selected Abilene as the county seat.


ACE



Southeast Texas • Polk County • 40


This settlement dates back to the 1830s and was known for decades as Smithville. Its post office closed in 1871 and reopened in 1915—but this time Washington postal officials wouldn’t accept Smithville as its name, since a Smithville post office already existed in Bastrop County. Instead, they gave both post office and town the name Ace, for Postmaster Asa “Ace” Emanuel.


ADDISON



North central Texas • Dallas County • 11,800


Addison, a burgeoning suburb of Dallas in the 1980s and 1990s, began in 1904 as a post office at a St. Louis Southwestern Railroad depot. Its name derives from the postmaster, Addison Robinson. Addison remained one of Dallas County’s smallest towns for a half century, but from the 1970s on the suburb experienced full-scale metropolitan development. Since the early 1980s Addison Airport has ranked as the third busiest general aviation airport in the nation.


AFTON



Northwest Texas • Dickens County • 15


This community was called Beckton early in the 1890s and Cottonwood late in the 1890s. A Cottonwood post office already existed in Callahan County, so, according to one West Texas historian, the name Afton was suggested by Mrs. R. L. Sitton, who had moved here from Afton, Oklahoma. Another source contends that a beautiful stream flowing through town led schoolteacher Myra Kelly to propose the name of the river in the old song “Flow Gently, Sweet Afton.”



AGUA DULCE



Gulf Coast • Nueces County • 871 • ah-wuh DOOL-sih


Agua Dulce’s Spanish name, meaning “sweet water,” derived from a Nueces County creek. A settlement developed here around the 1890s, and oil and gas were discovered in this vicinity in the late 1920s.


ALAMO



Far south Texas • Hidalgo County • 11,853


Some local historians say Alamo was named to honor the San Antonio mission that became a Texas shrine; some sources point to the area’s giant cottonwood trees (alamo in Spanish); others note that the Alamo Land & Sugar Company bought the townsite in 1909. The town’s population began to grow in the mid-1930s and early 1940s as Alamo developed into a shipping center for citrus fruit and vegetables and a winter resort and retirement town.


ALANREED



Panhandle • Gray County • 48


In the late 1880s and early 1890s, Panhandle settlers knew this community by several names: Prairie Dog Town, Spring Tank, and Gouge Eye, the latter for a memorable saloon fight. During this period, a townsite was established, with a post office called Eldridge. A surveyor for the Choctaw, Oklahoma & Texas Railroad laid out a nearby townsite in 1900. Its name combined (changing the spelling somewhat) the names of the Allen & Reed rail contracting firm’s partners. The lure of the railroad soon attracted residents of Eldridge, and their post office, to relocate here.


ALBA



Northeast Texas • Rains and Wood counties • 538


The Missouri-Kansas-Texas Railroad built its line through this vicinity in 1881. As a result, the area’s settlers became a community, with telegraph service and a post office. Local lore holds that the town’s name—the Spanish word for “white”—was chosen because settlers would not permit blacks to move into the vicinity. Another source says Alba was named for a railroad official’s son.



ALBANY



West central Texas • Shackelford County • 1,985


About 20 states have towns called Albany. William R. Cruger, who assisted in organizing the Shackelford County government, named this town for his birthplace, Albany, Georgia. Chosen to replace Fort Griffin as the county seat, Albany welcomed the Texas Central Railroad’s arrival in 1881—an event that ended the town’s role as a supply point for trail drivers en route to Dodge City but made Albany a rail shipping point for cattle.


ALICE



South Texas • Jim Wells County • 20,625


Settlers arrived in this area around 1850 and formed a small community about three miles from the present town. In 1883, with the construction of a railway depot and a new townsite to develop, residents applied for a post office, to be named for rancher R. J. Kleberg. Postal officials pointed out that a Kleberg post office already existed, so the applicants proposed the name Alice, in honor of Kleberg’s wife.


ALIEF



Southeast Texas • Harris County • 1,400 • AY-leef


In 1895 W. D. Twitchell platted this townsite, and a successful application was filed for a post office, named for Postmaster Alief Magee. By 1900, the town’s population passed 100, but the great Galveston hurricane and massive flooding wiped out most of the community and its farm crops. Metropolitan growth later turned Alief into a residential suburb, which was partially annexed by Houston in the 1970s.


ALLEN



North central Texas • Collin County • 35,650


First settled in 1870, this town grew as the Houston & Texas Central Railway extended northward from Dallas in 1872. The town was named for Ebenezer Allen, a native of Maine who migrated to Texas in the 1830s, served as attorney general and secretary of state of the Republic of Texas during Anson Jones’ 1844-45 presidency, and in the 1850s was a promoter and manager of the H8cTC railroad. Allen was a rural community until the late 1960s when population and commercial activity spread out from the Metroplex.
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An old view of Mitre Peak, Alpine. Courtesy of Houston Metropolitan Research Center, Houston Public Library.


ALPINE



Southwest Texas • Brewster County • 6,088


This community in the Rio Grande River’s Big Bend was first called Osborne and later Murphyville. After it was designated as the county seat, settlers petitioned Washington to change the post office name to Alpine, because of the town’s location in the Davis Mountains at an elevation of 4,484 feet. The change became official in 1888.


ALTAIR



Southeast Texas • Colorado County • 30


Altair was named by an amateur astronomer, Curly Jones, for a star in the constellation Aquila. Local legend has it that someone quipped the name would be appropriate because the area’s cowboys often were “all on a tear.”



ALTO



East Texas • Cherokee County • 1,053


In Spanish and Latin, alto means “high.” Henry Berryman is credited with proposing the name this town adopted in 1852 because of its location on a high divide between the Angelina and Neches rivers.


ALTON



Far south Texas • Hidalgo County • 3,536


Alton originated in 1911 as a stop on the San Benito & Rio Grande Valley Railway. Railroad men named the citrus growing and farming community for the Alton Railroad, founded by residents of Alton, Illinois.


ALVARADO



Central Texas • Johnson County • 3,355 • al-vuh-RAY-doh


William Balch, who established a trading post on a trail across eastern Johnson County, laid out a townsite here in 1853. The towns first law officer, A. H. Onstott, proposed the name Alvarado, recalling the site of his combat experience in the Mexican War.


ALVIN



Gulf Coast • Brazoria County • 20,457


Alvin was named for Alvin Morgan, a native of Louisiana who settled here in 1879, built a general store and saloon on his property, and established a post office in a railroad boxcar. Although cattle raising was always important to Alvin, around the turn of the century the town also became a major producer of strawberries. W. S. “Ole” Benson and his brother, C. W., who shipped strawberries from Alvin, are credited with the idea of using blocks of ice to refrigerate a freight car so they could ship fresh strawberries a greater distance. Gulf, Colorado & Santa Fe Railway officials liked the innovative proposal and the first refrigerated shipment was made in 1895.



AMARILLO



Panhandle • Potter and Randall counties • 174,143 • am-uh-RILL-oh


It required a second townsite to get Amarillo started, but the effort produced the largest city in the Texas Panhandle. Amarillo was named for Amarillo Creek, so called by Mexican herdsmen because of its yellow banks and the abundant yellow wildflowers there. In 1887, when the Fort Worth & Denver City Railway was building tracks across the Panhandle, T. J. Berry moved here and platted a townsite on the railroad right-of-way. A mile to the east, rancher Henry Sanborn and his partner, Joe Glidden, platted another townsite, claiming Berry’s site was vulnerable to flooding. Heavy rains in 1889 proved them right and the fledgling community relocated to the site on higher ground. Amarillo was a major cattle-shipping point by 1892, when the town incorporated. Cattle continue to be important to Amarillo’s economy, along with agriculture, oil, and natural gas. For several years, Amarillo was also the world’s sole producer of helium.


AMHERST



Northwest Texas • Lamb County • 745


Amherst originated as a station for William Halsell’s Mashed O Ranch in 1913, when Halsell granted right-of-way to the Pecos & Northern Texas railroad. A railroad official named the town for Amherst College in Massachusetts. Population totaled 749 in 1940 and has dipped only slightly since.


ANAHUAC



Gulf Coast • Chambers County • 2,252 • AN-uh-wac


The first settlement here on the northeast bank of the Trinity Bay was Fort Anahuac, a Mexican fort established around 1821 to control the entry of American colonists into southern Texas. Development of the town began decades later, and Anahuac became the county seat in 1908. Various legends trace the origin of the town’s name to an Aztec word meaning “plain near the water”; to the name of an Indian chief, Anahwa; or to Nahua, the Aztec language still spoken in parts of Mexico.



ANDERSON



Southeast Texas • Grimes County • 370


In 1846 Henry Fanthorp donated land for the townsite of this county seat. After weekly mail delivery to his Fanthorp Inn began, he became the community’s first postmaster. Fanthorp named the town and post office in honor of Kenneth L. Anderson, last vice president of the Republic of Texas, who died at the Fanthorp Inn while campaigning to be elected governor of Texas. With a strategic location on the stagecoach route, Anderson attained a population of 3,000, making it briefly the fourth largest town in Texas. By the mid-1990s its population was one-tenth that number.


ANDREWS



New Mexico border • Andrews County • 10,531


Like the county, this town was named for Richard Andrews, a hero of the Texas Revolution who died fighting in the Battle of Concepcion on October 28, 1835. The town was chosen as county seat in 1910 and incorporated in 1937.


ANGLETON



Gulf Coast • Brazoria County • 20,241


Lewis Bryan and F. Kiber founded Angleton in 1890, acquiring land for a townsite and selling lots to prospective residents. The partners also traded an interest in the townsite to the Velasco Terminal Railway in exchange for construction of a rail line through Angleton and a depot in the town. Angleton was named for Mrs. George Angle, wife of the general manager of the railway.


ANNONA



Northeast Texas • Red River County • 357 • an-NOH-nuh


This town was first called Walker Station, for its founder, George W. Walker, but changed its name to Annona in 1884. According to some accounts, Walker suggested the town be named “for a beautiful Indian girl,” but the name may have been generated by a Washington postal official instead. Perhaps it was inspired, with a subsequent misspelling, by the Indian heroine of Helen Hunt Jackson’s popular 1884 novel Ramona. Another possibility is that Dr. George G. Wooten suggested the name Annona, asserting that it meant “depot” or “supply point” in Latin.



ANSON



West central Texas • Jones County • 2,689


This town, first called Jones City, became the seat of Jones County in 1881. Both were named for Dr. Anson Jones, a participant in the Battle of San Jacinto and last president of the Republic of Texas. Because other Texas towns were also named for Jones, County Surveyor Martin Duvall recommended the town instead honor Jones by taking the name Anson.


ANTHONY



Far west Texas • El Paso County • 3,727


As an unincorporated community straddling the Texas-New Mexico state line, this place was first known as La Tuna, for the federal prison located here. The post office moved across town from New Mexico to Texas in 1942, and the Texas side incorporated in 1952. The towns name is ascribed to a nineteenth-century shrine dedicated to St. Anthony of Padua.


ARANSAS PASS



Gulf Coast • San Patricio, Aransas, and Nueces counties • 8,072


This fishing and shrimping town was first named Aransas Harbor but changed its name to Aransas Pass in 1892, taking the name of the entrance to Aransas Bay. Historians say a Spanish explorer, Joaquin de Orobio y Basterra, named the pass in honor of “Our Lady of Aranzazu” in 1746.


ARCHER CITY



North central Texas • Archer County • 1,976


Like its county, this county seat was named for Dr. Branch T. Archer from Virginia, who fought for Texas independence in the battle at Gonzales and later served as Speaker of the House of Representatives for the fledgling Republic of Texas. Archer City and its movie theater, the Royal, were the setting for Larry McMurtry’s 1966 novel, The Last Picture Show, and for the critically acclaimed 1971 movie version. The author, who grew up in Archer City, opened a bookstore there called the Blue Pig, later renamed Booked Up. By 1997, McMurtry’s store had more than 100,000 volumes and occupied four buildings.
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The Royal movie theater, Archer City, after it closed in the 1960s. Courtesy of Ray Miller.


ARGYLE



North central Texas • Denton County • 2,161


According to one story, pioneer settlers named this place for their former home town in Clinch County, Georgia. Another version is that Bill Brown, a well-traveled Texas & Pacific Railway man, picked the name, recalling the beautiful Argyll area of Scotland.


ARLINGTON



North central Texas • Tarrant County • 301,700


Arlington, a suburb that grew in the 1990s to be more than half the size of Fort Worth, dates back to the 1870s when the Texas & Pacific Railway was preparing to extend its tracks from Dallas to Fort Worth. In 1875 the new post office was named, although not permanently, for Andrew Hayter, a Presbyterian minister who surveyed this area at the railroad’s request. It was renamed Arlington, after the Virginia home of General Robert E. Lee, in 1877.


ARMSTRONG



Gulf Coast • Kenedy County • 20


This rural community was named for rancher John B. Armstrong. During a short but action-packed career in the Texas Rangers, Armstrong took part in the breakup of outlaw gangs along the Rio Grande border and captured the notorious gunman John Wesley Hardin with three of his gang members. He was also involved in the slaying of train bandit Sam Bass at Round Rock. The small settlement here originated after the St. Louis, Brownsville & Mexico Railway built a station in 1904 to serve the Armstrong Ranch. Throughout its history, Armstrong has consisted primarily of the railway station, a post office, and some nearby dwellings.


ARP



Northeast Texas • Smith County • 966


The International & Great Northern Railroad built its tracks through this area in 1872, leading settlers to form a community they called Jarvis Switch. A post office opened here with the name Strawberry, chosen because local growers had begun shipping strawberries via the railroad. In 1899, Postmaster C.P. Orr announced the post office had a new name that, with just three letters, would allow strawberry shippers to label their boxes more quickly. Was someone from Georgia involved in the name selection? Arp was named in honor of Bill Arp, a popular columnist for the daily Atlanta Constitution.


ART



Central Texas • Mason County • 18


Known first as Willow Creek, this little community became Plehweville in 1886, after Otto Plehwe, first postmaster. In 1920, postal officials asked Postmaster Eli Dechart to submit a name that was shorter and easier to spell. Dechart proposed the last three letters of his own name: Art.



ATHENS



East Texas • Henderson County • 11,692


Athens was established in 1850 on a site selected by a board of land commissioners for the new county seat. It was given the name Athens at the suggestion of Dulcena “Aunt Dull” Avriett, who remembered Athens, Alabama, her home town, as a center of culture and learning. Some East Texas historians claim Athens was named instead for Athens, Georgia; others contend it was named for Athens, Greece, from which the Georgia and Alabama towns both derived their names.


ATLANTA



Northeast Texas • Cass County • 6,160


Ten miles from the Arkansas state line, this town was settled after the Texas & Pacific Railway extended its tracks here in 1872. It was named for Atlanta, Georgia, former home of many of the early settlers.


AUBREY



North central Texas • Denton County • 1,360


Originally called Onega, the community was renamed when its post office was established in 1881. Residents who didn’t like the original name wrote down three suggestions on slips of paper, placed them in a hat, and Aubrey was the name drawn. Why it was suggested is not known.


AUSTIN



Central Texas • Travis County • 572,288
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Austin was named for Stephen F. Austin, the “Father of Texas,” a native of Virginia who served the Texas republic as secretary of state under President Sam Houston. The original townsite lies in what was called Stephen F. Austin’s “little colony.” From 1839 to 1842, this town was capital of the Texas republic, and in 1850, after Texas joined the United States, its voters selected Austin as their permanent capital. At the time, Austin’s population was 854.



AVALON



Central Texas • Ellis County • 130 • AV-uh-l’n


Avalon, the mythical island paradise where King Arthur recovered from his battle wounds, reputedly was suggested as the name for this landlocked town by an early settler.


AVOCA



West central Texas • Jones County • 121 • uh-VOH-kuh


Spring Creek was the first name of this community, but its post office, established in 1893, was named Avo. Merchant J. L. Crostwaite, whose general store housed the Avo post office, appended two letters to the post office’s name. He apparently drew his choice from Irish poet Thomas Moore’s lyric poem “Avoca,” which contains the line “Sweet vale of Avoca.”


AZLE



North central Texas • Parker and Tarrant counties • 10,699


A post office named O’Bar opened here in 1881. Two years later, the post office and its growing community adopted the name Azle in honor of Dr. Azle Stewart, a physician and landowner, who contributed land for the townsite. Population exceeded 1,000 in the 1940s and later grew to more than 10,000, as Azle benefited from light manufacturing, its proximity to Eagle Mountain Lake, and suburban housing developments.



B


BACLIFF



Gulf Coast • Galveston County • 6,211 • BAY-klif


This town developed from a summer beach resort into a well-established residential community, known as Clifton-by-the-Sea. But when an application was filed in 1950 to establish a post office here, postal officials in Washington pointed out the name was too long to fit on a rubber cancellation stamp. So they selected Bacliff, a name with only seven letters.



BALCH SPRINGS



North central Texas • Dallas County • 18,700


Around 1870, John Balch and his family settled here on land where they discovered three flowing springs. For almost a century, the name of the community they founded was pronounced like the family’s name: “bawlk.” But the town’s population has nearly quadrupled since 1970, and the newer residents tend to pronounce the name “bawlch” instead.


BALLINGER



Central Texas • Runnels County • 4,292 • BAL-in-jer


This town was established when the Gulf, Colorado & Santa Fe rail line extended into Runnels County in 1886, and was named after one of the railroad’s prominent stockholders: William Pitt Ballinger, a Galveston lawyer and former federal district attorney who was twice appointed to the Texas Supreme Court and twice declined.


BALMORHEA



West Texas • Reeves County • 816 • bal-moh-RAY


When this town in the Toyah Creek valley was founded, someone figured out that it could be named to honor the three land promoters: E. D. Balcom, H. R. Morrow, and J. E. Rhea. Balmorhea, the name of the post office that opened here in 1908, combined the first syllables of Balcom’s and Morrow’s names with the last three letters of Rhea’s name.


BANDERA



Southwest Texas • Bandera County • 1,271 • ban-DEHR-uh


A settlement called Bandera formed here in 1853. When the county organized in 1856, it adopted the same name, a Spanish word meaning “flag” or “banner.” The town may have been named for the famous Bandera Pass, site of a fierce battle between Texas Rangers and Comanches, or for a Spanish general who led a campaign against Apache Indians who had raided San Antonio.



BANGS



Central Texas • Brown County • 1,609


Founded in the 1880s, Bangs was named for Samuel Bangs, a pioneer printer and newspaper publisher who once owned the land that became the site of this town’s general store. In 1817 Bangs produced some of the first documents printed in Texas, and he later published newspapers in Galveston, Corpus Christi, and Houston.


BANQUETE



Gulf Coast • Nueces County • 449 • ban-KEE-tih


Banquete is a Spanish word meaning “banquet” or “feast,” and this town was named for just such an event—but local historians differ on when and why it was held. According to one version, the town got its name in 1832 when early settlers from Ireland arrived and were welcomed by Mexicans living in this area, who prepared a feast on a creek bank. Another version refers to a four-day feast held to celebrate the completion of a road connecting San Patricio, Texas, with Matamoros, Mexico.


BARRETT



Southeast Texas • Harris County • 3,452


Barrett was named for its founder, Harrison Barrett, a former slave who settled his family here after emancipation, bought land in 1889, and established a black community originally known as Barrett’s Settlement. The Barrett family set up a sawmill and gristmill, established farms in the vicinity, and donated a site for Shiloh Baptist Church.


BASTROP



Central Texas • Bastrop County • 5,673 • BASS-trahp


Bastrop was named in 1837 for Felipe Enrique Neri Baron de Bastrop, land commissioner of Stephen F. Austin’s colony and member of the Congress of Coahuila y Texas. A soldier of fortune, Bastrop became an influential citizen of San Antonio and used his influence with the Mexican government to enable Moses Austin to obtain the land grant for an Anglo-American colony in Texas. Although he claimed to be a native of Holland and son of a Baron de Bastrop, historians have concluded his real name was Philip Boegel and that he was a fugitive born in Dutch Guiana.



BAY CITY



Gulf Coast • Matagorda County • 18,829


The Bay City Townsite Company established this town in 1894, when the county seat was moved here. The decade that followed brought railroad service, electricity, and the beginning of rice production. Bay City incorporated in 1902 with about 2,000 inhabitants.


BAYTOWN



Southeast Texas • Harris County • 71,282


Nineteenth-century settlers had a small sawmill and general store near Galveston Bay and called their settlement Bay Town. Neighboring Pelly annexed the town and then consolidated with nearby Goose Creek in 1947. Voters decided to name their combined city Baytown; it became a major center of the petrochemical industry.
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Oil derricks in Baytown, 1920. Courtesy of Houston Metropolitan Research Center, Houston Public Library.



BEAUMONT



Southeast Texas • Jefferson County • 115,242 • BOH-mahnt


In 1835 Henry Millard and two partners bought fifty acres to develop as a townsite here. Three years later, the first Congress of the Republic of Texas designated the new town of Beaumont as the seat of newly organized Jefferson County. The town may have been given Mrs. Millard’s maiden name, Beaumont, or the name of a merchant, Jefferson Beaumont of Natchez, Mississippi, possibly related to one of the Texas settlers. The Spindletop discovery well started an oil boom here in 1901.


BEBE



South central Texas • Gonzales County • 52 • bee-bee


W. G. Bair, a grocer who became Bebe’s first postmaster, is credited with naming this little village in 1900. According to local lore, he was trying to think up a town name when he noticed the name of a brand of baking powder on a nearby shelf.


BEDFORD



North central Texas • Tarrant County • 48,300


Weldon Bobo, who established a general store and a gristmill here after the Civil War, proposed that this community be named Bedford after a county in his native Tennessee. Bedford lost population and even its post office during the first half of the twentieth century, but a surge of urban growth began in the mid-1950s.


BEEVILLE



South Texas • Bee County • 14,327


Beeville took its name for Bernard Elliott Bee, Sr., who came to Texas from South Carolina in 1836 and joined the Texas revolutionary army. He was one of three commissioners chosen to take Santa Anna, the defeated Mexican president and commander, to Washington, D.C. Later, Bee served as the Texas republic’s secretary of war, secretary of state, and minister to the United States.



BELLAIRE



Southeast Texas • Harris County • 15,018


When in 1909 W. W. Baldwin, vice president of the Burlington Railroad, began promoting the sale of property in the new town he established here, he named the town for Bellaire, Ohio, one of the towns on the Burlington rail line. Bellaire remains an independent city, although Houston now surrounds it on all sides.


BELLEVUE



Oklahoma border • Clay County • 351


Bellevue began as a shipping point on the Fort Worth & Denver City rail line in 1882. One of the railroad officials gave the town its name because it reminded him of the view from his window at Bellevue Hospital in New York City, where he had once been treated.


BELLMEAD



Central Texas • McLennan County • 8,500


This community on Waco’s northeast side was originally a railroad town, created in the mid-1920s when the Missouri-Kansas-Texas line established its locomotive shops here. It was named after Belle Meade, the famed Kentucky horse farm.


BELLS



Oklahoma border • Grayson County • 1,034


Originally called Gospel Ridge for its many churches, this town was renamed Bells because its church bells rang so loudly in celebration when the Texas & Pacific Railway began operation here in 1873.


BELLVILLE



Southeast Texas • Austin County • 3,840


Thomas B. Bell and his brother James emigrated from Florida in 1822 to become part of the “Old Three Hundred”—the 300 families who received land grants in Stephen F. Austins first Texas colony. They began farming in the area of the future Bellville townsite, which was developed about a quarter century later. Bellville’s population grew rapidly after the arrival of the Gulf, Colorado & Santa Fe rail line. The many Germans among the newcomers built an opera house and founded a weekly German-language newspaper in 1891.


BELTON



Central Texas • Bell County • 14,020


Bell County, named after Governor Peter Bell, was established in 1850. Fourteen months later, the Texas Legislature changed the name of the county seat from Nolanville to Belton, condensing the words “Bell” and “town.”


BEN ARNOLD



East central Texas • Milam County • 148


This town, originally a stopping point on the San Antonio & Aransas Pass Railway established in 1890, was named for three-year-old Bennie Arnold. Her father was notarizing documents for the township company’s purchase of land along the railroad right-of-way when he was asked to pick a name for the town.


BENAVIDES



South Texas • Duval County • 1,858 • ben-uh-VEE-dez


Benavides was named for Placido Benavides, a rancher who donated an 80-acre tract to this community in 1881 after earlier giving permission for a Texas Mexican Railway depot to be constructed on his land. The rancher was a veteran of the Civil War and the nephew of another Placido Benavides, who earned a place in Texas history a half century earlier by aiding the Texas revolutionary army. In Victoria County, the town of Placedo and Placedo Creek were named, with a change in spelling, for the elder Benavides.


BEN BOLT



South Texas • Jim Wells County • 110


In 1904 L. R. Collins, a major landowner, laid out this town near Alice, the county seat. When residents applied for a post office, Collins suggested the name of a popular ballad, “Ben Bolt.” The song included the line “Don’t you remember sweet Alice, Ben Bolt?”



BENBROOK



North central Texas • Tarrant County • 21,500


After the Texas & Pacific Railway built tracks to the southwest part of Tarrant County in 1876, the settlement of Miranda changed its name to Benbrook. The name honored James Benbrook, a county resident who was influential in persuading the railroad to route its trains through here. In the second half of the twentieth century, Metroplex suburban development boosted the once-rural town’s population dramatically.


BEN FRANKLIN



Northeast Texas • Delta County • 75


More than a century ago, after the Gulf, Colorado & Santa Fe Railway built its route through Delta County in 1886, Ben Franklin was a busy town with a thousand residents. The town developed on the land grant of Benjamin Simmons, one of the first settlers, and was named for his son.


BEN HUR



East central Texas • Limestone County • 100


Early settlers called this village Cottonwood, but it gained a literary name when its post office opened in 1895. A. R. Derden proposed the name Ben Hur after reading the popular semi-biblical adventure novel.


BEN WHEELER



Northeast Texas • Van Zandt County • 400


Mail was carried many miles from Tyler on horseback to reach early settlers in this area. When this community developed sufficiently for residents to seek their own post office in 1878, they proposed that it be named for Benjamin F. Wheeler, the horseback rider who brought the mail to them.


BIGFOOT



South Texas • Frio County • 75


When a post office was established here in 1883, it was named for legendary Texas Ranger William Alexander Anderson “Bigfoot” Wallace, a resident of the town. During its early years, Bigfoot consisted of a general store, a small public school, a church, and scattered houses. In the 1950s, a small oil field in the vicinity boosted the number of residents to more than 200, but population fell again after the early 1970s.


[image: image]


Texas Ranger “Bigfoot” Wallace. Courtesy of Houston Metropolitan Research Center, Houston Public Library.



BIG LAKE



West Texas • Reagan County • 3,344


Big Lake’s name comes from a large, dry lakebed that became a lake during infrequent spells of rainy weather in this part of West Texas. The town developed in 1911 along the Kansas City, Mexico & Orient Railroad’s new tracks through Reagan County. After driller Carl Cromwell struck a gusher with the Santa Rita well near here in 1923, the county seat was transferred to Big Lake and population rose quickly. The Santa Rita was the first big find in the Permian Basin, one of the world’s great oil regions.
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