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			We dedicate our book to the abiding grace of God … and to the hope of greatness for the great destiny of our blessed continent, Africa.
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			Foreword

			By Bishop T. D. Jakes, Sr.

			The meandering path through the jungle of life is often filled with unexpected shadows, sharp jagged thorns, and the topography forward is often adorned with many rocks, ridges, and rubbish as we climb the mountains and ford the rushing streams that lead to the acquisition of your dreams. However, by the time an individual arrives at any modicum of success and stands in the clearing, which signifies clarity; many spectators and onlookers seem to think he is stepping into the brilliant effervescence of light and notoriety, tossed a dime in a wishing well, and magically achieved. But the truth of the matter is, there is no sunshine without rain, nor pleasure without pain. Failures and fallouts, setbacks, and detours are par for the course!

			The battle-scarred hands of a warrior aren’t ever inspected to assess how many losses preceded his victory. Instead, most “would be” leaders, trendsetters, and even giant slayers if they were undeterred by the failures and fallings that stimulate the soul to be a winner instead choose to dream wishfully and work whimsically, never knowing that failure is the chancellor of experience. It builds tenacity. Like the stumbling of a toddler’s is the catalyst that strengthens the bones, fortifies the collaborative partnership causing nerves and muscles to engage for movement developing his equilibrium, failures help coordinate the balance he needs to stand.

			Having built many businesses, spawned successful real estate businesses, founded schools and foundations, produced multiple television features, as well as production of films that built equity and created jobs, all while I pioneered a formidable church, I’ve failed my way forward through many experiences.   

			I’ve walked beside heads of state, presidents, and world leaders. One gets to know that the way up is down.  The road to progress requires small steps.  I am happy to lend my voice in preparing you for what’s next. What Dr. Akindele  and Olakunle Soriyan share in their groundbreaking book A Love Affair with Failure provides a fresh perspective for the entrepreneur, business person, or company leader. Their message is the elixir of truth that most never partake. If you are to be a winner, you must also be prepared to fail, fall, trip, and rise back up bloody but not beaten.

			Dr. Akintoye Akindele and Olakunle Soriyan are merely scouts, guides who have persevered the vicissitudes of life and now leave us the clues and indisputable evidence that failure doesn’t constitute defeat. I met Dr. Akintoye Akindele and Olakunle Soriyan in Dallas, TX, though they had both been listening to my teachings long before we met, Dr. Akindele in particular. Their brilliance couldn’t be ignored. At first glimpse, we couldn’t be more different. They are sons of the soil of Nigeria. And even though my ancestors hailed from West Africa in what is now called Nigeria, I was born and raised in America. Our languages and personal stories are as far apart as the waters that separated our homelands. And, though I grew up in a very modest environment, there was little synergism in our childhood experiences.

			Dr. Akintoye Akindele, however, crosses me on a unique path. His religious affiliation is Muslim. I am a Christian and a Christian global voice at that! So, his theology was quite different from mine, yet our life’s philosophy bore a stark resemblance. His compassion is unparalleled. But, his call to global development of the “least of these” challenges us all to transformative sociological strategies! Yet, standing with Dr. Akindele outside the ‘Africa House,’ an entrepreneurial nurturing and development center in Dallas, where he is Chairperson and his co-author is CEO, there was something providential about that moment. Dr. Akintoye Akindele seemed oddly familiar, the fire in his eyes and the stride in his gait all pointed toward purposeful and thoughtful reflection. When he shared his vision for all people but particularly the oppressed, it caught my attention. His passion for Black people, whether in Africa, the Caribbean, the United Kingdom, or the United States, was captivating. Our similarities about the care and wellbeing of oppressed people became the joint that welded this new and fascinating relationship. One turn of a ship’s stern, one fastening of a shackle, one transaction of a slave trader, and he could’ve been me, and I might’ve been him. I leaned in with a keen curiosity. He was so excited I had to get him to speak slower, not wanting to miss anything he had shared. We both yearned to see those less fortunate be equipped with the necessary tools to make a viable and valued contribution to the entirety of the human race.

			I believe very strongly that as a people, our shared goals, callings, and perspectives were to contextualize the right and relativity for Black people to walk shoulder to shoulder with all the humane accruements necessary to be uplifted. It is then and only then that the rotting stench of hatred and human depravity can begin to be quenched as we walk with God and in harmony with men. To be sure, we were meant to be our brother’s keeper. Whatever we build must serve a higher purpose than ourselves. Wherever we go, we must be sure we bring someone with us who couldn’t otherwise go. When our people become vested in equality and draped in justice, the world spins centered on the axis of equality. To starve us of that opportunity will only bring all of humanity into a famine that deprives the oppressed and distorts the oppressor.

			Dr. Akintoye Akindele and Olakunle Soriyan are both culture shapers and influencers in their own rights, and as I engaged with them, it became increasingly clear that from our very different spheres of influence was a common drumbeat to add value to the human experience. It was a very similar need to provoke change. What we have in common is a passion for changing the world one life at a time. We recognize that the national GDP of any country cannot be calculated if the accountant doesn’t aggregate the potential of human resources, deeming it more valuable than oil, gas, ivory, or even gold. I am counting on and counting up the wealth hidden inside of this progression.

			One doesn’t buy a real book. Truth is not for sale. Anything spent on wisdom and/or knowledge is an investment in oneself. The dividends are accrued over time, and the shares appreciate through the experiences we have, both good and bad. The incalculable wealth of a people lies in the realm of their potential to learn, adapt, and evolve as a species divinely endowed for the benefit of all others and to the glory of God Himself, who created us with creativity in our souls. It is when we see the wealth of our uniqueness, tabulating both our successes and our failures in the column of assets, that we become priceless pleasures of our creator. Indeed we add texture and tone to all humanity.

			The brilliance of Dr. Akindele and his co-author has made their initiatives a global phenomenon. This brilliance is about to be downloaded into the hard drive of everyone who aspires to be more than their point of origin. I believe their writing is the catalyst of that point of view that makes us relentlessly committed to better!

			Many years ago, I was blessed to adorn the cover of Time magazine. In bold letters, it read: IS THIS THE NEXT BILLY GRAHAM? While to be mentioned in the same breath with him was humbling, the goal was never to be the next Billy Graham. Who wants to be a cheap copy of a great original? Neither is the goal to be the next Mahatma Gandhi. It isn’t to be the next Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela. We don’t need another Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. All of that has been done before. What the whole creation groans for, labors in travail for, is for you to be the next you!

			How can I do that, you might ask? First of all, ask God to show you what His dream is for you, rather than showing Him what you have dreamed up for yourself. Secondly, surround yourself with others who are in hot pursuit of their destiny too. That is where reading leads the leader and feeds the feeder. Allow Akintoye and Olakunle to share their victories and defeats; their wisdom and the clarity they bring is born of them both. What I found amazing about this book is their transparency to show you their successes in context with their many failures. They assert they are inextricably connected. My hope is when you finish reading, you might pick up the dreams from the place of your failures and be willing to reevaluate them in the context of this eye-opening journey you are about to take with these very unique individuals! Perhaps it will unblock the dam of greatness that has paralyzed your mobility and invigorate you to reach beyond the breach, step over the potholes life has presented, and make it to the clearing. I can see the light up ahead. Get up now. It’s time to cross the gulf, ford through the stream, discard the excuses, and fail your way forward!

			The wisdom shared in this book is designed to feed the process that is a critical conduit that leads to the promise set before you. Before it’s over, even you may find yourself hopelessly in love. Albeit, it will inevitably become “A Love Affair with Failure!”

			
Chapter One

			
The Progress of Failing

			In 2016 a total of 462 ninth- and tenth-grade students participated in a study. Led by cognitive studies researcher Dr. Xiaodong Lin-Siegler of Columbia University’s Teachers College, the study tested the effect of success stories on the motivation and performance of students. Divided into two groups, one set of students was given three stories about eminent scientists that described their intellectual struggles, personal failures, and repeated attempts at scientific discovery. The other set of students was exposed to stories of great scientific feats and pristine endeavors devoid of mistakes, much like the instructional material that appears in many scientific textbooks. The results ran contrary to conventional expectations.

			The students who learned about the personal struggles and intellectual failures of scientists such as Albert Einstein and Marie Curie demonstrated marked improvements in learning and results, while the students who read only about scientific successes experienced declining grades. The results suggest the importance of reviewing our assumptions and beliefs about the impact of failing and the effect our ideas about failure have on our abilities and chances of succeeding. Failure holds a richer store of value than we imagine and plays a major role in guiding the route we take toward achieving our goals and attaining success.

			Tons and tons of material has been written about what it takes and what it means to succeed, books spelling out specific steps, tomes pointing us to the great achievements of successful people—lone geniuses who, through sheer talent and hard work, invented the modern world, inspired corporations, and birthed great nations. But real life is less utopian. It is a messy affair riddled with mistakes, shortcomings, rejections, defeats, self-doubt, and more, all encoded with success. Today every creation deemed successful is composed of the aggregated results of things not going exactly as planned. Failure is the birthplace of success. Comfort is the mother of stagnation, and chaos is the father of change. From the chance occurrence of life in the universe, after billions of failed attempts over billions of years, to the basic comforts of our everyday existence, failure has an exceedingly strong track record of delivering success. In fact, if there is anything we should be learning, it is how to fail—and how to fail as often as necessary.

			We set out to write this book because too many endeavors with potentially game-changing outcomes are short-circuited by the fear of failing. People with tremendous ideas are paralyzed by what-ifs, unable to see past the challenges of today. Yet the sure thing about the future is that it will happen one way or the other. The question is, are you positioning yourself for it? Or are you resting on your past successes or beating yourself up about your past failures? Are you feeling immobilized because of the fear you might fall flat on your face? Perhaps you will, but that won’t be the end. The beauty of tomorrow is that it is filled with possibilities. It is a blank canvas, and you are the artist creating a masterpiece. So go ahead, dream, create, skill up, make an effort, take a chance, and try again and again; the universe listens eventually. Those who took the chance and executed are the ones who created the today we now know. And frankly, they are also the ones who dictate the terms of your current existence. How about you change that by creating the tomorrow you want to live in one effort at a time starting today?

			Dr. Lin-Siegler’s study shows that we have more to gain from normalizing failing than we do from avoiding it. But why is this so difficult? We have been conditioned at every level to associate failing with shame. This is why we are hard-pressed to admit mistakes, prone to hemming and hawing when we fall short because to fail is to be blamed.

			A robust 2015 study carried out by Google on what makes for high-performing teams put psychological safety (an environment that makes team members feel safe in taking risks without feeling insecure or embarrassed) at the top of the list. The truth is there is momentum in refraining from employing paralyzing self-criticism and comfort in creating personal psychological safe havens that allow us to perceive undesired outcomes in more positive and empowering ways. To explain how to do this effectively, we must begin by debunking the myth of failure. There is actually no such thing as failure. Failure is an impossibility.

			Failure Is an Impossibility

			Galileo died a failure—at least so it seemed at the time of his death. Having invented the thermoscope and an improved military compass, made significant scientific discoveries, theorized on a wide range of scientific curiosities, and put forward the basic principle of relativity, Galileo is considered by many to be the “father of modern physics,” the “father of the scientific method,” and the “father of modern science.” But when he died, on January 8, 1642, he was a discredited heretic under house arrest.

			Galileo’s opposition to the Aristotelian geocentric idea that the Earth was the center of the universe pitched him against the orthodoxy of his day. Following Copernicus, he championed the belief that the Earth rotated daily and revolved around the sun, reinforcing his arguments in a 1632 treatise titled Dialogue Concerning the Two Chief World Systems. In February 1633 Galileo was summoned to Rome for having doubled down on his position, which had previously been declared by an inquisitorial commission as “foolish and absurd in philosophy, and formally heretical.” On June 22 he was forced to recant and was placed under house arrest. He died a couple of years later, and that was that … or was it?

			By 1718 the ban on the reprinting of Galileo’s works was lifted. In 1939 Pope Pius XII, in a speech to the Pontifical Academy of Sciences, described Galileo as being one of the “most audacious heroes of research … not afraid of stumbling blocks and risks on the way nor fearful of the funereal monuments.” On October 31, 1992, Pope John Paul II acknowledged the Roman Catholic Church’s error in condemning Galileo for arguing that the Earth revolves around the sun. Years later in March 2008, the Pontifical Academy of Sciences contemplated a plan to honor Galileo with a statue of him inside the Vatican walls. The discredited polymath had been vindicated in death, his “foolishness” recast as wisdom. Hundreds of years after his death, Galileo’s efforts yielded fruit, and the “failures” he was once ridiculed for were now considered groundbreaking successes.

			There is no such thing as failure. For as long as life exists and time continues to be infinite, failure is an impossibility. As with Galileo it may take hundreds of years after you’re dead and gone, but the universe listens, and efforts are ultimately rewarded.

			There is a finality the word failure carries that is at odds with the human experience. Your story is an evolving thread of movement marked by fits and starts, but it doesn’t end until you die. And even in death, it is still being written and rewritten.

			Do you know that Vincent van Gogh, considered today to be one of the greatest artists who ever lived, is thought to have sold just one painting before he committed suicide in 1890, at the age of thirty-seven, because he considered himself a failure? Van Gogh was the quintessential tortured artist who struggled his entire life to make a living from his work. He was so prolific he is reputed to have created about 2,100 artworks, including oil paintings and drawings across a range of genres, including landscapes, still lifes, and portraits. But he was not commercially successful during his lifetime. In early 1890 he sold his painting The Red Vineyard for 400 Belgian francs to Anna Boch, the sister of his friend Eugène Boch, and shot himself seven months later, unhappy, poor, unsung. So if anyone can be considered a failure, it’s Vincent van Gogh. But was he one? In 1990 one hundred years after his death, a van Gogh painting, Portrait of Dr. Gachet, sold for $82 million.

			Who says you are a failure? It’s nothing like that! There is a completely different story in all the efforts you are yet to take. What parameters are you using to define your output? Which lens are you deploying to view your input? On what stage are you showcasing your creation? Each effort or output is progress, even if the outcome isn’t the desired one. And progress is success. No one can define your success or failure except you, and since failure is impossible, you can only succeed if you make an attempt. Your dreams, goals, and ambitions are unique to you. Why should you let the opinions of others define you, your goals, or your output?

			We wrote this book because we do not believe in failure. We believe in failing. Failure is a destination; it is a windowless prison that confines, but it does not exist unless you accept that it does. Failing, on the other hand, is taking a journey of new knowledge and new beginnings. Failure is a noun. It attempts to define you by informing you that your unfortunate experience is the limit of how far you can go or how well you can do. Deep in the recesses of your soul, it shouts, “This is the best you can do! This is who you are!” Yet who you are cannot be defined by where you are now because life is not static. Your destiny is still playing out. There are infinite possibilities to what you can become.

			Failing is not a noun; it is a verb. It is an evolution, a change from one state to another—an outcome from effort invested. It is a sign of progress, a transition into something better. It is a gift that unravels new ways of thinking, of doing, and of manifesting. Failing is how modern civilization was built—a litany of failed attempts morphing into something better and greater at the prodding of thinkers and doers who were not afraid to take a chance.

			In the tension-soaked period leading up to World War I, metallurgist Harry Brearley was hard at work in his lab, trying to fashion improvements for guns. Bullets spinning through furrowed barrels tended to erode gun metals over time as they rubbed against their walls. Brearley was determined to develop a noncorrosive alloy that made for sturdier weapons. But months and months of dedicated work yielded one undesired result after another. All he had to show for his efforts was a pile of discarded metal unsuitable for his intended creation.

			However, within the rubble of his failings, something stood out. He noticed a piece of metal that didn’t oxidize. Exploring further, he discovered it also did not scratch. Practically useless for producing the guns he’d set out to make, his newly discovered “stainless steel” would prove crucial to the modern world, with game-changing effects in architecture, medicine, the arts, and the culinary world. Drone technology, with all its wide-ranging applications—from military operations, geomapping, filming, and shipping and delivery to rescue operations, healthcare, disaster management, and archaeological surveys—was invented on the failed technology of the now discarded Aerocycle, a “personal helicopter” built in the 1950s by the US military as an easy-to-operate, low-flying aircraft. Almost everything that has made our lives today infinitely better and more productive has a failed precursor. So why are you afraid to fail?

			The idea that we are better and stronger when we shift our paradigm from failure to failing is significant to our individual and collective progress. We must be ready to unlearn everything we have learned about failure. In fact, everything we have been taught is the opposite of what we need to succeed. In a bid to protect the self-esteem of children, academic communities are increasingly designing grading systems that protect kids from failing, inadvertently teaching them that it is bad or shameful to fail and that failing is the opposite of succeeding, doing them a great disservice in the process. Real life throws punches. No matter how well you duck, you are going to get hit in the face, and if you’re not mentally prepared for that, you are going to throw in the towel.

			The truth is that we are all going to fail many times over. Some people will have safety nets by virtue of being born in a different country and/or to different parents with the resources to help them quickly rebound. Many will have to reach within, and this is what we want to help you do. The deeper levels of achievement, ones that produce happiness and allow for meaningful impact, are forged in the crucible of failing. You only have to know how to bounce back and how to do so stronger and better. Our great destinies will always demand that we develop a journey mentality, not a destination mentality. The critical difference is that while failure is a destination, failing is a journey. The fact that you failed means you made an attempt; you made an effort to crystallize something you imagined. The higher truth is that both attempts and efforts, regardless of their outcomes, are not wastes. They are manure. 

			There Is No Waste in the Universe

			“I never quit until I get what I’m after. Negative results are just what I’m after. They are just as valuable to me as positive results.” These are the words of one of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries’ most notable inventors, Thomas Edison, the “Wizard of Menlo Park.” Edison had some of the greatest successes of his time chiefly because he failed more than most. Consider the scale of his operations. Edison, in the course of a lifetime, secured patents for 1,093 different inventions. In 1888 he wrote down 112 ideas in a single day. More than half of them failed. But he had become so prolific in extrapolating insight from unsuccessful attempts that he gave us the incandescent light bulb, the alkaline battery, the phonograph, the Dictaphone, the kinetoscope, and many more inventions. He founded more than one hundred companies and employed thousands of assistants, engineers, machinists, and researchers. It is estimated that by the time of his death, about $15 billion of the national economy was derived from Edison’s inventions alone.

			Perhaps in looking at his invention of the incandescent light bulb, itself a symbol of ideas, we gain some insight into what Edison was made of. The story is that he made one thousand failed attempts before he finally got the light bulb right, famously remarking, “I did not fail. I only found one thousand ways to not make a light bulb.” Edison did not consider his unsuccessful efforts to be wasted. He considered them manure, fuel for growth.

			There are things nature instinctively understands that have been nurtured out of us by learning and experience. Lions are incredibly skilled predators, but even in groups, they only succeed in a quarter of their hunts. However, you’ll never find a despondent lion unwilling to hunt again because it failed a few times. Be as hungry to fail as Edison was. You need knowledge for the journey, and you need manure for growth. You only get them from failing. Failing is the universe giving you a gift. Every result you get from your effort is pointing you in a direction closer to your desired result. You must open your mind enough to read the tea leaves. The universe does not have waste. It has manure. These are timeless principles.

			Kunle and I are veterans of failure. Between us are tons of failed ideas and businesses that expired in the heat of reality before they even got a chance to blossom. Nothing teaches success better than multiple failures. There is no better preparation for winning than losing. Every glory has stories you don’t know about. Even many of the stars you see in the night sky are dead suns of other galaxies.

			My first forays into business were unmitigated disasters. I tried selling sand and failed. Do you know how easy it is to sell sand? Practically all you need to do is go to a sand supplier, buy sand, take it where it is needed, and sell it! It is that direct and straightforward. Yet I failed at it. My next enterprise met the same fate. I opened a cybercafe with my brother. It was so unprofitable and incurred so much debt that it took two to three years of scheduled payments from our salaries at the time to offset it. I have been told I will never amount to anything and have been laughed at more times than I can count. The scars are real and remind me of where I am coming from and what I have survived, and they give me reasons to believe I will survive today’s and tomorrow’s battles.

			When you fail enough times, you know all the ways to fail and how to avoid them, and then magic happens. Doors open. We have come this far and are still on the journey because none of our results have been wasted. They have served as manure, precious gifts that have translated into something beautiful. Yet just as we do not believe in failure, we also do not believe in success. We believe in succeeding. Remember, it is a journey, not a destination. The moment you think you have succeeded, you begin to plateau.

			Toye cannot be more right about this. Think of some of the biggest businesses around many years ago. Where are they today? Remember Leventis? Kingsway? Okada Air? Bata? WorldCom? Arthur Andersen? Stein Mart? Henri Bendel? Pier 1 Imports? The Weinstein Company? We can go on and on. What about the numerous highly successful businessmen whose names were on the lips of many people and many publications back in the day? While we cannot definitively ascertain what led to their decline, the larger point we can make from this is that nothing is static—not failure, not success. There is no such thing as failure just as there is no such thing as success. Life is a battle for improvement. The universe, as intricately woven and balanced as it is, is constantly in motion, still unraveling. How many shots have you taken at your target? How many have you missed? Take another one.

			Michael Jordan was one of the greatest basketball players in history. This is what he said: “I’ve missed more than nine thousand shots in my career. I’ve lost almost three hundred games. Twenty-six times I’ve been trusted to take the game-winning shot and missed. I’ve failed over and over and over again in my life. And that is why I succeed.” This is how it works.

			In 2008 I took one of the biggest gambles in pursuit of my dreams as an entrepreneur. My accomplishments prior to this were not minuscule. I had tried things and succeeded, and I’d coached many into their destinies. Everything we set out to do was well thought out. The fundamentals seemed right. Our products were tested and seemed fit for market. We had a solid team in place.

			But the results were ridiculously far off the mark, much farther than we had hoped. We lost millions in investment and were millions more in debt. This was in Lagos, Nigeria; the lines of justice and equity were much blurrier than they are today. I was going from one police station to another as creditors attacked my fundamental human rights on a regular basis. I was dealing with an exposure of over $1 million in 2008 (of other people’s money, not counting my own personal loss). It was hard to imagine surviving this ordeal, much less trying again. I was embarrassed on many levels that even those who were clearly trying to manage a reputation of foolishness themselves were offering me counsel. Yet try again I did. We shrunk our operation into something smaller but better, smarter, and wiser. And today it’s much bigger. My efforts did not produce the results I intended, but they were manure.

			What Is Holding You Back?

			Greatness is not guaranteed, but you will never know until you try. In our observations of life and people and as we glean from personal experiences, we have identified six types of people in pursuit of their dreams: (1) people who are trying (that is, who are planning and taking steps toward their dreams); (2) those who are failing (the results are not going or have not gone the way they’d expected); (3) people who have achieved and are currently succeeding; (4) people who think it is a waste of time to try based on various theories, ranging from conspiracy to spiritual, (5) people who want to try but just cannot take the first step either because they’re perfectionists or because they assume there are resources they need but do not have, and (6) people who do nothing in pursuit of their goals but who specialize in analyzing, criticizing, and judging the other five types of people, thinking themselves better.

			The overwhelming conclusion in dealing with the wide range of people who fall within these six categories is that many people do not go after their dreams because of fear of failure. Let’s be clear though; fear is a necessary thing. This is not exactly inspirational, but from mankind’s early existence, fear has continued to alert us to the threat of harm, whether that harm is physical or psychological. Fear is a protective instinct that has preserved and, in some cases, advanced our species. We built houses to protect ourselves from our carnivorous cousins. We developed medicine to stave off disease and hold death at bay. Fear, when leveraged effectively, produces positive results. And since everyone is afraid of something, it simply demonstrates our humanity. It shows us we are human and lets us know an outcome exists that we do not want to experience and would rather avoid. It is a natural, powerful, and primal emotion. Fear evokes a universal biological response and a highly individual emotional response, but it becomes an irrational response when it moves us away from the path forward.

			Think about it: why would you permit yourself to be afraid of what you do not know? You have not made an effort; you have not produced any result, positive or negative. All you have is a blank canvas and your imagination in a world where optimism is free and enthusiasm costs nothing. To allow fear to take hold of you is to be imprisoned by what should otherwise set you free: your mind. You may very well have failed in previous endeavors but not the one you are intending to embark upon now. Others may have failed in pursuing it, but they are not you. If anything, their failings provide insight into what you can do better. Their pain is not your pain, and you cannot afford to be paralyzed by proxy.

			Knowing how something feels and understanding the potential it truly holds requires some degree of effort. Failing also requires effort. In fact, knowledge and failing are cousins. If you do not make the effort, you will never know. You will never know what not to do and how not to do it, and you’ll never know what does work. You cannot learn how to be a great driver by simply watching somebody else drive. You have to get behind the wheel yourself at some point. You might very well make a few wrong turns and earn the vehicle a few bruises, but with each effort comes consciousness and knowledge. Increase this store of knowledge with repeated efforts, and you are closer to your desired outcome.

			Every failed attempt increases what we call your knowledge capital. And with every failing, you make a deposit in what we call your knowledge and experience bank (KE bank). As you build this KE bank, you get closer to having all the knowledge and experience you need to achieve your goals. In other words, repeated failing grows your KE bank balance by growing your knowledge capital and moving you closer to your goal.

			Science cannot determine how many times one must try and fail before achieving one’s goal. Three strikes, and one person hits gold. It’s forty strikes for another. Too bad if he stops hitting at thirty-nine. It all depends on various factors, from market dynamics to information and resource availability. Quantum efforts vary, but the universe does not bend. Things take the time they need, and after repeated efforts, magic happens. You may be deemed “lucky” or an “overnight success” by those who do not realize or appreciate the time, effort, and commitment you invested.
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