












It is a greater work to educate a child




than to rule a state.
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Our purpose at Howard Books is to:




•Increase faith in the hearts of growing Christians




•Inspire holiness in the lives of believers




•Instill hope in the hearts of struggling people everywhere




Because He’s coming again!
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One hundred years from now,




it will not matter what my bank account was,




the sort of house I lived in,




or the kind of car I drove…




but the world may be different because




I was important in the life of a child.




FORESTE. WITCRAFT


















Introduction









Teachers who stand out among their peers are the ones who genuinely care about the well-being of their students. They are also kind, patient, understanding, fun-loving, and inspiring. A tall order for anyone, surely—yet you’re holding this book because someone recognized these qualities in you and thinks you are quite simply the best teacher in the world.




Whether you are just beginning your journey as a teacher or have been molding young minds for many years, be encouraged and refreshed by the touching stories, personal prayers, devotional reflections, and inspirational quotes and poems chosen just for you. And as you read, may you be reminded of how very much you are loved and appreciated.
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You’re the


Best


Teacher


in the World Because…







You Encourage Me


When I Need It.
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A professor can




never better




distinguish himself




in his work




than by encouraging




a clever pupil,




for the true




discoverers are




among them,




as comets amongst




the stars.




CAROLUSLINNAEUS









Correction does much, but encouragement does more.




JOHANNWOLFGANG VONGOETHE







An important part of your life calling as a teacher is to be a source of encouragement for your students, and it’s a job you take very seriously and perform with excellence. But who is there to encourage you when you’re feeling run down or discouraged?




 




God is always there to lend a listening ear, and He’s provided countless words of encouragement just for you in the Scriptures.




 




He also instructs us to seek refuge in other believers and to be a source of encouragement for each other. Is there another teacher at your school who is a believer and who would be willing to become your prayer partner? Or maybe there are many believers at your school who would be blessed by the strength and encouragement a prayer group provides.




 




Take time to be refreshed and encouraged yourself so you’ll be ready when your students need your encouragement.




A Letter to My Teacher






Dear Teacher,




You are always there with a word of encouragement when I need it the most. You seem to know just what to say to make me feel valuable and capable of the task that lies ahead. Your loving words inspire me to reach for greatness and give me hope, even when the circumstances around me seem dismal.




Thank you for the loving encouragement that you so freely give. I hope you know how valuable your contribution is in my life and in the lives of all your students. Thank you for your sensitivity to the needs of my heart.




Sincerely,




Your Student









A pat on the back




is only a




few vertebrae




removed from




a kick in the pants,




but is miles ahead




in results.
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WHY I’M THANKFUL




YOU’RE MY TEACHER…




…You are always willing to stay after school




to give me the extra help I need.







One Drop in the Pond




BYCARRIEYOUNCE




Unlike some in his profession, my sixth-grade English teacher—Mr. Duncan—seemed to realize that the true blessing of being a teacher is in the opportunity to help shape a human soul.




Since I attended nine schools in twelve years, it seemed as if I was always the “new kid.” After turning in one particularly lengthy poetry assignment, Mr. Duncan asked me to stay after class.




“This is very good,” he said. “And very sad. Why are you so sad?”




When I complained that I just didn’t fit in, Mr. Duncan folded his hands on his desk and said, “Look at my fingers. They all have a place. They all fit. That’s the way God made it. You also have a place. The adventure is in finding it.”




“Is the poem really good?” I asked. “I mean, I want to be really good like Stephen King or Shakespeare.”




“Why do you want to be like someone else? You are capable of so much more than that. Just be yourself; be spectacular.”




He encouraged me to push toward the edge. “There are no boundaries set for excellence,” he proclaimed. “There are only guidelines that, if followed, will yield much good fruit.” In this, he taught me that I could do whatever I wanted to do—that the power to become whatever I was called to be already lay within me.




I was fertile ground for the seeds of acceptance that he planted in me.




Mr. Duncan not only believed in me, but he also constantly affirmed that the Greater One in me was doing the work through me.




“All good things come from God. You’re the receiver of a gift. Don’t try to take too much credit.”




I developed appreciation for the grace of God within that simple truth.




When Mr. Duncan passed away three years after I left his class, more than four hundred people attended his funeral. Past students and their parents, fellow teachers, and neighbors all came to mourn and pay respect to the man whom we called teacher, mentor, and friend.




One of the poems read by the pastor at his memorial was mine. It was a simple free verse, speaking of how a drop of water falling onto the surface of a pond makes many ripples. The pastor closed by saying, “This one man has affected the lives of everyone here. Like in this poem, he was one drop that fell to earth and landed here in this pond, right where he belonged. He rose up here and took his proper place, so that we all might grow.”




My poem, the one he had called good but sad, was added to the testimony of his legacy. I guess, in the end, God made teachers of us both.1






Those who are lifting the world upward and onward are those who encourage more than criticize.




ELIZABETHHARRISON







[image: space]






Heavenly Father,




 




Thank You for being there with a word of assurance and encouragement when I need it most. There are moments when I can see the effects of my efforts, see the lights coming on in the minds of my students. Maybe a student will come to my desk with the sparkle of confidence in his eyes, thanking me for staying after school to explain a concept he was having difficulty with. He proudly exclaims, “I get it, now.”




Then there are days when I feel so ineffective in my classroom—as if nothing I do is producing any change in my students’ lives. It’s easy to get discouraged. But when I meet with You in prayer and read your Word, You never fail to provide the confidence and motivation I need to keep working, guiding my students toward a bright future.




Just as You encourage me when my confidence is ebbing, help me to be a source of strength for my students when they are feeling down. Give me the wisdom to know how to prod them toward excellence in their studies without dampening their spirits. Most of all, give me opportunities to guide them toward You, the ultimate Source of strength and encouragement.




 




Amen.
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I THANK GOD for you,




my ENCOURAGING teacher!
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