








LARRY LARSEN ON
BASS TACTICS


How You Can Catch More and Bigger Bass

by Larry Larsen

[image: image]


Copyright (c) 1992 by Larry Larsen

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying, recording, or by any information storage and retrieval system, without permission in writing from the publisher.

ISBN 0-936513-27-6

Library of Congress 92-74325

Published by:

LARSEN’S OUTDOOR PUBLISHING
2640 Elizabeth Place
Lakeland, FL 33813
(813) 644-3381

Illustrated by:
John Klein
Win Publishing
P.O. Box 206
Hudson, MI 49247

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10



LIBRARY ANNOTATION

Title: Larry Larsen On Bass Tactics

Series: Larsen On Bass

Author: Larry Larsen

Publisher: Larsen’s Outdoor Publishing

Copyright: 1993

Sports & Recreation

Fishing

799.1

LCCN: 92-74325

ISBN: 0-936513-27-6

ADULTSMALL PRESS

From a well-known outdoors journalist, “Larry Larsen On Bass Tactics” focuses on productive tactics that fool largemouth bass throughout the country. It offers numerous “how-to” tips and tricks that will help the reader catch more bass on his very next trip. Special features include hundreds of “bulleted” facts and illustrations that detail new and highly productive tactics.

224 pagesPaperbound

Table of Contents

Index B&W Illustrations

Photographs

** Author Credentials **

He’s America’s most widely read bass fishing writer and author. More than 1,500 of Larsen’s articles have appeared in magazines, including Outdoor Life, Sports Afield, and Field & Stream. Larsen has now authored 15 books on bass fishing and contributed chapters to another eight.




SHORT STRIKES

Revealing Bird Traffic

Battling The Fish & Environment

Frontal Attacks

Employ The Basics For Clear Water Bass

Finesse Tackle Thoughts

Rigging For Development Waters

Lures For Windy Situations

Map Consultation

Where Else Can You Obtain Maps?

Dock Walking

Fishery Combatants

How High Temperatures Affect Fish



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS


I want to thank my friends in the fishing industry; the writers, editors, manufacturers, retailers, professional anglers and guides and most of all, the individuals that have helped me become a better fisherman, writer and book author. On-the-water experiences with many people over the past 30 years have helped hone my angling skill, and communication via mail, fax, computer modem, phone, audio and video tape have contributed to my development and presentation of copy within these pages.

Thanks to John Klein of Hudson, MI, whose illustrations contributed greatly to the unique design of “Larry Larsen On Bass Tactics”. The line drawings allow easy understanding of the tactics and concepts presented within the copy. I appreciate the valuable contribution of my wife, Lilliam, and our assistant Jennifer Forsthoefel. Their editing and production assistance is much appreciated.

I also want to thank the serious bass fishermen of the world - those who yearn for more information resulting in more strikes on the water. I have met many knowledgeable and eager consumers of book information at my seminars and promotions and appreciate their kind words of encouragement to keep writing books on bass!



PREFACE


“Larry Larsen On Bass Tactics” focuses on productive tactics that fool largemouth bass throughout the country. The book, dedicated to serious bass anglers, is drenched with “how-to” tips and tricks. Those readers who are interested in learning about the sport will catch more bass on their very next trip.

• Literally, hundreds of “bulleted” facts will benefit the anglers, regardless of their skill level. This is the most detailed approach to presenting bass tactics ever offered.

• More than 70 line drawings and photos carefully illustrate and detail new and highly productive tactics. The drawings allow easy understanding of the tactics and concepts presented.

This book, “Larry Larsen On Bass Tactics,” will be a valuable reference source with carefully detailed steps and illustrations for the tactics presented. The tips within each chapter will make a better fisherman of all.

• The proven techniques discussed by Larry are applicable to all bass waters around the country.

• The reader will find numerous interesting concepts and ideas within the pages of this book to try the next time he is on the water.

As catching several fish on each trip grows tougher and tougher, the reader will find knowledge and encouragement in this book to make that next venture to the lake or stream more successful. The steps to go back out on the water “armed” with the latest information are carefully delineated.

For anglers who want to learn to be better bass fishermen and to enjoy their fishing more, “Larry Larsen On Bass Tactics” casts directly in their direction. Those that study this guide to expand their knowledge will be setting the hook much more often this year!



CHAPTER 1


INTRODUCTION - THE ULTIMATE “HOW-TO”

What’s in store for those who study

This book is not about colorful experiences that paint moods as starting points for your daydreaming. “Larry Larsen On Bass Tactics” is a “how-to” book, pure and simple. Sure there are anecdotes sprinkled throughout, but they are used to carefully illustrate a point. You will learn from each experience presented, because it is there to either prove or clarify tactical statements and decisions.

You’ll find numerous explicit discussions and bulleted highlights of Larry’s reasoning for the tactics presented. On each page of this book, you’ll either learn something new or have your existing knowledge strongly reinforced, so much that it will be motivational in helping you catch more bass.

The detailed explanations in the text are only part of the information developed to help you catch bigger bass and in greater numbers. The superb illustrations are all highlights of additional information about each topic. Each requires a minimum of study effort, and the results will be proven on your next trip to the lake.

“Larry Larsen On Bass Tactics” has been written as an informational guide for outlining specific tactics to catching more and bigger bass.

What You’ll Find In This Book

There are 29 additional chapters in “Larry Larsen On Bass Tactics” that are dedicated to serious bass anglers - those who are truly interested in learning about the sport. You’ll find the information of use on your very next trip to the lake.

In Chapters 2, 3, and 4, you’ll learn how to catch more bass from aquatic vegetation. The coverage varies from selecting the most promising plant community, to specialized tactics for a variety of floating, emergent and submergent vegetation. Tricks and techniques for specific circumstances in “weed holes” are detailed.

You’ll learn how to develop a systematic approach to fishing any type of vegetation. Duck weed, hyacinth and other thickets pose problems that you’ll be able to solve most every time out. Clues on bird traffic will reveal how they relate to bass locations. Fishing concentrations in the towering plants, boat positioning, drawing strikes, fishing mats and selecting the right lures are discussed. The essentials for providing proper lure action and control in the densest vegetation are presented.

When you finish Chapters 5, 6, and 7, you’ll know the most effective methods for locating and catching bass in deep waters during the cooler months and in clear waters throughout the year. You’ll learn how to fish heated waters, how fronts affect such waters, and how fronts affect the fishing in them. Overlooked yet deadly lures are revealed, along with the specialized tactics and ideal locations to employ them. You’ll learn how the most productive tactics vary from normally-clear waters to those that are clear only occasionally (seasonally). Detailed also are the baits and basics of clear water bass fishing.

In Chapters 8 through 11, you’ll discover new and highly productive tactics for fishing small waters. You’ll learn the best ways to locate bass in the tiny ponds and creeks, and you’ll find out how to finesse bass from such environments. The right craft, boat positioning and approach and other keys to catching bass in tight places and mini-habitats are discussed. You’ll learn where to look for prime ultra-light spots, and what is most effective. Urban bass opportunities are detailed, from gaining access, approaching the right structure and rigging for development waters.

Chapters 12 through 15 tell you what you need to know about fishing in the wind and trolling for bigger fish. You’ll learn tactical details on boat positioning, trolling motor operation, anchor use and dragging, keeping a lure in the strike zone, lure selection and presentation in strong windy conditions. Trolling through highly-vegetated bodies of water is often avoided, but you’ll learn some secrets to maneuvering and repositioning over bass. Speed variations and repeatability, equipment, buoy marking, and sizing the bait and line are all discussed in detail.

In Chapters 16 through 19, you’ll learn the most productive ploys for catching bass when wade fishing or float fishing. The best areas to employ these tactics are delineated. You’ll learn how to analyze the water, “launch” selection, approach a wadeable area, and select the right lures. A detailed treatment of map consultation is offered, as is a review on how to select belly boats. Tactics to most effectively work an area from a tube or wade position are presented. What to do and not to do when getting wet for bass are pointed out. Creature and weather considerations, plus safety points are detailed.
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Chapters 20 to 23 tell you tactics that the author employs on his two favorite types of bass-laden areas: docks and runoffs. You’ll learn how to fish waterfalls, spillways, dams, runoffs and other discharges to catch large numbers of fish. The most effective lure presentations and techniques, unique and secret strategies and current fishing tips are detailed. You’ll know the key bass concentrating factors in runoffs and below man-made structures. Find out the “sweeteners” to look for around docks and boat houses, and you’ll catch more fish focusing on those particular habitats.

Chapters 24 through 30 provide detailed tactics for solving some “minor problems” such as adverse weather, inactive bass, crowded waters, darkness and fluctuating water chemistry and temperatures. You’ll learn the best “frontal” response for lockjaw bass and how to catch suspended and pre-spawn bass.

The various types of tree “relief” and how to catch fish from them is discussed. How fishing pressure affects bass and how you can adjust to catch them is explained. You’ll find out how to select the best lakes for moonless angling and how to fish them productively. Six vegetation-specific methods for night fishing are detailed. Finally, you’ll learn how water temperature wisdom can be applied year around.

Once you finish studying the figures and text in “Larry Larsen on Bass Tactics”, you can further enhance your knowledge and information library by obtaining the 9-volume BASS SERIES LIBRARY. The valuable library is available at many sporting goods, fishing tackle shops and book stores. You can also order an autographed set directly from the publisher (information is in the Resource Directory at the back of this book).

Don’t let people tell you that catching big fish and catching a lot of them is luck. KNOWLEDGE AND ITS WISE USE IS THE KEY TO CATCHING BIGGER AND MORE BASS - Larry Larsen



CHAPTER 2


FLOATING PLANT STRATEGIES

How to attract more bass from under surface canopies

The birds were there, some feeding on small bugs and worms and others picking out grass shrimp and minnows. Our bobbers sat at the edge of the thick, floating hyacinth canopy on which herons, egrets and other water birds walked.

I had anchored at the shallow creek bend after noticing the bird life moving over the aquatic jungle. Food was undoubtedly being jarred from those plants, and while the feathered flock explored the tops of the hyacinth clog, small panfish and minnows were attracted to the root base. I was sure of that.

As I soon found out, my hunch about largemouth also being present proved true. My eight-inch shiner frantically tried to “climb out” onto the floating mat as an eight-pounder boiled the surface behind it. The bass’ second attempt was successful, and I watched the cork disappear under the surface.

I engaged the reel and set the hook in time to stop the fish from burying itself 30 feet back under the cover. Soon the bass was worked free of the hanging plant obstructions and was landed. That fish and three more of lesser weight were caught and subsequently released back into the canopy.

Certain floating plants, like hyacinths, water lettuce, pennywort, and duckweed, make great surface canopies and provide tremendous bass habitat.

Develop A Systematic Approach

Regardless of the floating vegetation type, waters under such canopies are, indeed, the home of many largemouth. If the right habitat and water characteristics exist, most of the bass population may be there. Developing a systematic approach to consistently locate largemouth is the key to catching bass in such places.

Certain techniques produce in some aquatic plants, while completely different tactics may be optimal for others. Floating plants demand specific tactics.

Surprisingly, even large bass can be easily worked out from under most floating vegetation. Hyacinths, lettuce, duckweed, smartweed and the smaller-leafed pennywort don’t pose too many problems to anglers. Why? The favorite bass holding structures are, after all, on or near the surface. Will they remain a favorite? Look at this:

• Floating plants send off shoots from a main root system, and when separated, will form a second root system and a second plant. They propagate quickly.

• The floating qualities of such plants enable them to spread by wind and currents, where they can quickly cover excellent shallow bass-holding structure.

• Crayfish, bugs, grass shrimp, insects and other forage are abundant in and below the dense floating mats. Bass and other game fish often feed under the shaded canopy.

A predominant wind on some lakes will result in a “floating skin” that is fairly tough to penetrate with a lure. The canopy actually secures the watery environment. The largemouth can freely roam beneath the cover and seek out forage, seemingly without apprehension.

Don’t Overlook Duckweed Canopies

Every cast gets fouled in the tiny floating cover called duckweed. Even when a big bass explodes through it with his mouth wrapped around a plug, the aquatic plant is right in the middle of the action. Never mind though; largemouth don’t seem to be overly concerned about it.

The constant plant “pest” that adorns each lure or bait reeled to the boat is one-eighth inch in diameter, sitting on the water’s surface and drifting with the wind. The microscopic, hair-like root structure on the wet side of each plant is not long enough to intertwine, so duckweed must be considered as thousands of independently floating plants.
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Wind can concentrate floating plants into coves or lake arms, and pegged worms flipped to dense floating cover can be very productive. The author believes in getting up close and personal with weed-bound bass.

Several factors enter into establishing a successful pattern with the “green blanket”-loving largemouth. Check out the following:

• Weather - Full sun means the bass may be concentrated beneath the canopy.

• Lake-bottom characteristics - Cover in the form of submerged trees and vegetation stalks means bass may be concentrated.

• Forage availability - The type of predominant forage affects the appropriate tackle selection and the most productive presentations. Match the size of the forage and the action.

Duckweed exists on numerous waters around the country. While it may not be commonly found in some parts, it is a fantastic find for those able to unlock its treasures.

How To Solve Hyacinth Problems

It doesn’t take long for hyacinths to spread by propagation. For example, a single water hyacinth plant is capable of producing 50,000 new plants each year. The floaters, found throughout shallow waters in the southern half of the U.S., attract aquatic activity, which is a good sign. The best combination of aquatic life, according to many guides, is turtles, frogs, alligators and hyacinths. Turtle activity is important because they feed after a forage spree by the bass.

Crankbaits that resemble crayfish, a favorite forage of bass, are a good choice around hyacinths. The plants are loaded with grass shrimp and small crayfish. Here’s how to fish the lures:

• Cast behind a hyacinth jam and bring the lure out underneath a corner. Bass will often stop it just as it leaves the shade. The wind or current will help make the right cast and control the retrieve.

• Points that are formed by the plant, as well as cuts through them, can be productive. Some anglers take their paddles and “notch” the weeds. After making a series of pockets in the cover, they back off and either cast lures or allow tail-hooked shiners to swim into the notches.

• Cast the lure so that you can work it under the canopy as far as possible. Casts to a floating weed line may result in a few bass, but the large concentrations are well back under the stuff.

Anglers often are lazy and won’t try to figure out the best way to reach the fish under those circumstances. That’s why there are so many largemouth in such places.

Fishing the weed hole thickets can be tough, extremely tough. Some waters are weedy, but they’re also bassy. Usually, the bass can be caught, regardless of how much vegetation exists.

• Throwing a large topwater plug over floating aquatic weeds to work open water behind them is one effective ploy. The surface bait is often best for such habitat because it allows the angler to present it precisely and slowly to the onlookers under or in the perimeter vegetation.

The weed hole wasn’t large, spanning only 20 feet or so, but it was promising. Floating vegetation cornered by dead tree tops projecting above the water level rimmed one side of the small target. It was at least 15 feet deep, with probably an irregular bottom. I had encountered what I felt was great bass territory.
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My cast over 20 feet of vegetation landed strategically at the edge of the hyacinths on the far side of the open water. I began to gently twitch the big topwater plug toward the weeds on the nearside of the hole. I figured that my probe would draw interest from a bass cruising the shadowy skirts of the open water. My thoughts hadn’t yet turned to how I might get a hooked fish out of there.

The Zara Spook was nearing the edge of the hole when it disappeared in a huge boil. Hyacinths at the edge of the open water seemed to blow up, as I put all the power that I dared into the seven-foot heavy action rod. The bass was apparently too big to haul out over the vegetation back to the boat. I had to go after her.
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Holes in floating vegetation provide small open water targets. Casts over vegetation to the potholes should land strategically at the rim of the plants on the far side of the open water. The slow moving bait should be retrieved near the edge of the weeds along either side of the hole. That will often draw interest from bass cruising the shadowy skirts of the open water. Strikes will probably occur at the nearside edge of the pothole.

There’s Only One Way To Get To The Fish

I flipped the trolling motor switch to 24 volts and smashed the button while struggling with the baitcasting outfit. The fish resisted the extra pressure for awhile and then tried to make like a bird. It shot through the surface mat and fell back into the vegetation. That made the entanglement even worse.


REVEALING BIRD TRAFFIC

Birds are a key to finding some of the better weed hole thickets where large bass lurk. A productive angler will be aware of bird traffic. If there are birds feeding and walking around on the aquatic jungle, then there must also be small bugs, worms, etc. in those plants. Usually, the older mat of plants will offer more food.

Insect-hunting birds may tip you off to both the bait fish and the bass. Egrets and herons working a shallow flat near a plant jungle usually means minnows are present also between and beneath the plants, where the larger fish can get at them. Coots and ibis are frequent feeders on eel grass and other vegetation, and they are birds to watch, although almost any kind of activity around the plants is a good sign.

Another reason to fish such areas is that lunkers eager for a feathered meal may be present. Bass will definitely attack small birds when possible, and I’ve seen some swirls and splashes beneath birds tip-toeing along over the water plants. Usually, the bass will miss their targets, but if you’re quick, you can get a cast in close to the action and maybe score on the predator.



The electric on the bow of my boat was slowly “eating” its way through the weed canopy fortress between me and the six-pound largemouth. As I neared the area, I stopped the electric motor and kneeled to hand-pick the clumps of hyacinths encompassing my fish. Grabbing the floating vegetation and its water-soaked root structure, I eagerly threw aside those plants that were not a part of the fish entanglement. I finally found the fish.

The fish was my third from the weed thickets that morning. This one, the biggest, also was the most difficult to get at. My boat ended up with four or five wet plants tossed into the interior and its bow pointed into the hole. The easiest way to get it back out was to start the outboard engine, turn around by jockeying it in the weed hole, and motoring out through the semblance of a path partially cleared by the electric motor.

You’ll catch a lot of giant largemouth from such spots. For further information on specialized trophy bass techniques, you may want to check out “Trophy Bass” which is book 7 in the Bass Series Library.


Wind-Blown Weed Holes

Floating plants often spread until they are trapped or contained, but fortunately, the bass productivity of the water increases until the vegetation coverage exceeds 30 percent of the acreage, according to some fishery reports. Floating plants can be all-encompassing, but sometimes, productive open surface water can be found. Here are a couple of great spots to check:

• One place is often around limited flow creeks just off a main body of water. The current will keep the hole open and allow the angler an opportunity to cast such places.

• The best areas to begin a search on most lakes with floating cover are usually the deeper waters where vegetation exists. If there is a predominant wind in the area, then start your search on the windward shoreline.

A wind can pile plenty of the floating plants into coves or lake arms and, thanks to the containment aspects of other emergent cover, pockets of open water may exist. Check out these types of waters first, and you’ll usually stay with them the rest of the day.



CHAPTER 3


TRICKS FOR TOWERING GUARDIANS

How to fish the toughest masses of emergent vegetation

Tall emergent vegetation, such as bulrushes, cattails and reeds, offers bass heavy cover in which to bury themselves. The dense stands of aquatic weeds that often grow to eight feet above the surface are the home of many concentrations of largemouth.

While there are several productive methods for fishing emergent vegetation, one of the best is by flippin’ or swinging a weedless lure into an opening in the stands. Many anglers back off from these stands, fearing constant hangups, but the “flippers” move their boats in tight to the cover and, while standing, wave their long, seven-foot rods in an effort to dunk their bait into a bass hideout. With practice, they learn to flip the lure in all potential pockets with few snags.

A weedless jig or Texas-rigged worm is employed in the technique, which consists of vertically jigging the lure up and down eight to 10 times in each hole in the stand.

• Begin the “yo-yo” type cast by raising the rod tip, keeping the bait just off the water’s surface, while simultaneously stripping off more line with the left hand. With an underhand swing, arch the lure in a pendulum motion toward the target. The left hand should slow the lure’s descent and allow it to drop noiselessly behind the rushes.

• The amount of line out at the end of the drop is usually less than 12 feet. When flippin’ in heavy cover, try to let the lure hit the bottom directly in the middle of the weed hole. Once the lure has softly plummeted to the bottom in heavy vegetation, lift up on the rod lightly to determine if a bass might be in possession of the bait prior to jigging it up and down.

• For a shot at the largest bass, let the bait sit still for 10 seconds before checking it. Lift it up slowly, and then, let it fall back to the bottom again. Let the bait sit once again for several seconds. You might have to do that three or four times to entice a trophy bass.

When the bass are concentrated in shallow water under thickly matted reeds, it is possible to catch three or four largemouth from a single hole. There are a couple of very important tricks to maximize the catch when using the flippin’ worm rig:

1. In such dense cover, the slip sinker cannot be left to free-slide. It must be pegged by inserting a round toothpick into the sinker and breaking off the tip to wedge the line and weld the worm and weight together.

2. The worm should be oiled heavily with a fish attractor solution to facilitate sliding it in and out of the weed stands.

How To Catch More Than Your Share

Some emergent plants, like spatterdock and fragrant water lilies, can grow into masses of vegetation so thick that only a few small pockets exist. This is where a conventional cast and retrieve may be more appropriate. The light below is subdued, but a lure’s movement above does not go unnoticed. If the bait is kept moving across the weeds, it will attract attention.
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