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INTRODUCTION



By definition, any prospect ranking is a snapshot in time. Reporters like us at Baseball America find new sources, or seek new data in the numbers or adjust to the changing landscape of the major league game. It’s kind of amazing to think about the rises, falls and rises in home runs and offense in the last 10 years. The constant, seemingly endless increase in velocity and strikeouts and the greater amount of information in the game today have wrought changes not just in how the game is played in the major leagues, but how it’s scouted at the amateur level and how players are developed.


Baseball America has done its best to stay abreast of the changes, but this 16th Prospect Handbook also gives fans some certainty. For the fifth straight year, we present BA Grades, with a ceiling grade and Risk Factor for 900 players. We’ve continued to be tougher graders every year, and this year’s book has more High- or Extreme-risk players than ever.


In an effort to have more thorough reports, we have limited stat lines for players to the last three years. That gives us more space for scouting information. Complete stats for players are online, for free, in many different places. We implemented that change last year.


One change for 2016 involves our transaction deadline. For Top 30s, we adopted Dec. 2 as the transaction deadline. (That was the non-tender deadline.) That means Rule 5 draft moves aren’t included in Top 30s, but we do have all the major league Rule 5 picks in one chart, on Page 7. That made it easier to edit the book, but it does omit a lot of moves, such as the Diamondbacks’ trade of 2015 No. 1 overall draft pick Dansby Swanson to the Braves. Using their BA Grades and this chart, you can see where the traded players would rank, and we included those moves, with a Dec. 21 deadline, for the Talent Rankings on Page 12. We also include reports for top international free agents in the Appendix of the book on Page 494, with BA Grades so you can slot them into your organization when it signs one of these players.


We tried to combine getting fresh information into the book with giving the book a thorough edit. We hope we succeeded, and we hope you enjoy the 2016 Prospect Handbook.






	Player


	Old Team


	New Team


	New Rank


	Grade/Risk







	Mark Appel, rhp


	Astros


	Phillies


	No. 7


	55/High







	Jonathan Aro, rhp


	Red Sox


	Mariners


	No. 20


	40/Low







	Jonathan Arauz, ss


	Phillies


	Astros


	No. 22


	50/Extreme







	Aaron Blair, rhp


	Diamondbacks


	Braves


	No. 3


	55/Medium







	Luis Cessa, rhp


	Tigers


	Yankees


	No. 26


	45/High







	Garin Cecchini, 3b/of


	Red Sox


	Brewers


	Does Not Rank


	40/Medium







	Thomas Eshelman, rhp


	Astros


	Phillies


	No. 11


	45/Medium







	Zack Erwin, lhp


	White Sox


	Athletics


	No. 18


	50/High







	Micah Johnson, 2b/of


	White Sox


	Dodgers


	No. 13


	50/High







	Myles Jaye, rhp


	White Sox


	Rangers


	No. 17


	45/Medium







	Frankie Montas, rhp


	White Sox


	Dodgers


	No. 7


	50/Medium







	Daniel Missaki, rhp


	Mariners


	Brewers


	Does Not Rank


	45/Extreme







	Jose Peraza, ss/2b


	Dodgers


	Reds


	No. 4


	50/Low







	Freddy Peralta, rhp


	Mariners


	Brewers


	Does Not Rank


	50/Extreme







	Trey Supak, rhp


	Pirates


	Brewers


	No. 30


	50/Extreme







	Scott Schebler, of


	Dodgers


	Reds


	No. 14


	45/Low







	Trayce Thompson, of


	White Sox


	Dodgers


	No. 10


	50/High







	Dansby Swanson, ss


	Diamondbacks


	Braves


	No. 1


	65/High







	J.B. Wendelken, rhp


	White Sox


	Athletics


	No. 22


	45/High








JOHN MANUEL


EDITOR IN CHIEF, BASEBALL AMERICA




EDITOR’S NOTE: Transactions for this book go through Dec. 2 (although the Organization Talent Rankings reflect the trades that happened through Dec. 21). You can find players even if they have changed organizations by using the handy index in the back. >> For the purposes of this book, a prospect is any player who has no more than 50 innings pitched, 30 relief appearances or 130 at-bats in the major leagues, regardless of major league service time. Finally, the grades you’ll find for each team’s drafts are based solely on the quality of the players signed, with no consideration given to the players that draft picks were traded for or how many picks a team might have lost.








BA GRADES



For the fifth year in a row, Baseball America has assigned Grades and Risk Factors for each of the 900 prospects in the Prospect Handbook. For the BA Grade, we used a 20-to-80 scale, similar to the scale scouts use, to keep it familiar. However, most major league clubs put an overall numerical grade on players, called the Overall Future Potential or OFP. Often the OFP is merely an average of the player’s tools.




BA GRADE


50


Risk: High





The BA Grade is not an OFP. It’s a measure of a prospect’s value, and it attempts to gauge the player’s realistic ceiling. We’ve continued to adjust our grades to try to be more realistic, and less optimistic, and keep refining the grade vetting process. The vast majority of the players in this book rest in the 50 High/45 Medium range, because the vast majority of worthwhile prospects in the minors are players who either have a chance to be everyday regulars but are far from that possibility, or players who are closer to the majors but who are likely to be role players and useful contributors. Few future franchise players or perennial all-stars graduate from the minors in any given year.




BA Grade Scale






	GRADE


	HITTER ROLE


	PITCHER ROLE


	EXAMPLES







	75-80


	Franchise Player


	No. 1 starter


	Clayton Kershaw, Buster Posey, Mike Trout







	65-70


	Perennial All-Star


	No. 2 starter


	Adrian Gonzalez, Jason Heyward, Jon Lester







	60


	Occasional all-star


	No. 2/No. 3 starter, Game’s best closer


	Adam Jones, Jordan Zimmermann, Wade Davis







	55


	First Division Regular


	No. 3/No. 4 starter, Elite closerr


	Gio Gonzalez, Todd Frazier, Craig Kimbrel







	50


	Solid Average Regular


	No. 4 Starter, Elite Set-up reliever


	Mike Leake, Koji Uehara, Lucas Duda







	45


	Second-Division Regular/Platoon


	No. 5 Starter, Set-up reliever


	Luis Valbuena, Luke Hochevar







	40


	Reserve


	Swingman, relief specialist


	Paulo Orlando, Mike Dunn








RISK FACTORS


SAFE: Has shown realistic ceiling in big leagues; ready to contribute in 2016.


LOW: Likely to reach realistic ceiling, certain big league career barring injury.


MEDIUM: Still some work to do to turn tools into major league-caliber skills, but fairly polished player.


HIGH: Most draft picks in their first seasons, players with plenty of projection left or players whose injury history is worrisome.


EXTREME: Teenagers in Rookie ball, players with significant injury histories or players whose struggle with a key skill (especially control for pitchers or strikeout rate for hitters) is a significant barrier to them ever reaching their potential.





Explaining The 20-80 Scouting Scale


None of the authors of this book is a scout, but we all have spoken to plenty of scouts to report on the prospects and scouting reports enclosed in the Prospect Handbook. So we use their lingo, and the 20-80 scouting scale is part of that. Many of these grades are measurable data, such as fastball velocity and speed (usually timed from home to first or in workouts over 60 yards). A fastball grade doesn’t stem solely from its velocity—command and life are crucial elements as well—but throwing 100 mph will earn a player an 80 grade. Secondary pitches are graded in a similar fashion. The more swings-and-misses a pitch induces from hitters and the sharper the bite of the movement, the better the grade.


Velocity steadily has increased over the past decade. Many scouts still think of a 88-91 mph fastball as average, but major league Pitch f/x data says it’s below-average. Big league starting pitchers sit 91-92 mph. You can reduce the scale by 1 mph for lefthanders as they on average throw with slightly reduced velocity. Fastballs earn their grades based on the average range of the pitch over the course of a typical outing, not touching or bumping the peak velocity on occasion.


A move to the bullpen complicates in another direction. Pitchers airing it out for one inning should throw harder than someone trying to last six or seven innings, so add 1-2 mph for relievers. Yes, nowadays an 80 fastball for a reliever needs to sit at 98-99 mph. That may seem excessive, but there are dozens of minor league relievers who touched 100 mph last season. Many of them aren’t even significant prospects.


Hitting ability is as much a skill as it is a tool, but the physical elements—hand-eye coordination, swing mechanics, bat speed—are key factors in the hit tool grade. Raw power generally is measured by how far a player can hit the ball, but game power is graded by how many home runs the hitter projects to hit in the majors, preferably an average over the course of a career. Some teams consider the player reaching that level of production as a validation of the power tool grade, while others do not.


Arm strength can be evaluated by observing the velocity and carry of throws, measured in workouts with radar guns or measured in games for catchers with pop times—the time it takes from the pop of the ball in the catcher’s mitt to the pop of the ball in the fielder’s glove at second base. Defense takes different factors into account by position but starts with proper footwork and technique, incorporates physical attributes such as hands, short-area quickness and fluid actions, then adds subtle skills such as instincts and anticipation as a last layer.


Not every team uses the wording below. Some use a 2-to-8 scale without half-grades, and others use above-average and plus synonymously. But for the Handbook, consider this BA’s 20-80 scale.


20: As bad as it gets for a big leaguer. Think R.A. Dickey’s fastball or Drew Butera’s bat.


30: Poor, but not unplayable, such as Ben Revere’s arm or Elvis Andrus’ power.


40: Below-average, such as Daniel Murphy’s defense, or Bartolo Colon’s fastball velocity.


45: Fringe-average. Brett Anderson’s fastball and Nick Castellanos’ defense qualify.


50: Major league average. Jason Hammel’s fastball or Neil Walker’s power.


55: Above-average. Buster Posey’s power, or Sonny Gray’s fastball.


60: Plus. Brandon Crawford’s defense or Mike Leake’s control.


70: Plus-Plus. Among the best tools in the game, such as Felix Hernandez’s changeup, Adam Jones’ power or Alcides Escobar’s defense.


80: Top of the scale. Some scouts consider only one player’s tool in all of the major leagues to be 80. Think Billy Hamilton’s speed, or Aroldis Chapman’s 103 mph fastball.


20-80 Measurables


SPEED


60-Yard Dash Times (In Seconds)






	80


	< 6.44







	70


	6.45-6.64







	60


	6.65-6.84







	50


	6.85-6.99







	40


	7.00-7.24







	30


	7.25-7.44







	20


	> 7.45








SPEED


Home-First (In Secs.) RHH—LHH






	80


	4.00—3.90







	70


	4.10—4.00







	65


	4.15—4.05







	60


	4.20—4.10







	55


	4.25—4.15







	50


	4.30—4.20







	45


	4.35—4.25







	40


	4.40—4.30







	30


	4.50—4.40







	20


	4.60—4.50








POWER


Grade Home Runs






	80


	35+







	70


	29-34







	65


	25-30







	60


	21-26







	55


	17-22







	50


	14-18







	45


	11-15







	40


	7-12







	30


	4-8







	20


	0-5








FASTBALL


Velocity (Starters)






	Grade


	Velocity







	80


	97+ mph







	70


	96







	65


	95







	60


	94







	55


	93







	50


	91-92







	45


	90







	40


	88-89







	30


	86-87







	20


	85 or less








ARM STRENGTH


Catcher: Pop Times To Second Base (In Seconds)






	80


	< 1.74







	70


	1.75-1.84







	60


	1.85-1.94







	50


	1.95-2.04







	40


	2.05-2.14







	30


	2.15-2.24







	20


	> 2.25










RULE 5 DRAFT


To get the book to you as quickly as possible, the prospect rankings you see on the following pages were finalized before the Rule 5 draft took place. Each of the players has a BA Grade and Risk Factor, so if you want to determine where they slot in their new organization’s rankings, you can use the BA Grades.






	Pick 2016 Org


	Player


	Pos


	2015 Org


	BA Grade/Risk







	1.  Phillies


	Tyler Goeddel


	OF


	Rays


	45/Medium







	Converted infielder who spent all year at Double-A Montgomery. Phillies like his power potential and athleticism.







	2.  Reds


	Jake Cave


	OF


	Yankees


	40/Medium







	Slap-and-dash type of hitter with grinder attitude and ability to play center field as well as both corner outfield spots







	3.  Braves


	Evan Rutckyj


	LHP


	Yankees


	40/Medium







	Big, physical lefthander who operates with a 92-95 mph fastball and a breaking ball that ranks a tick below-average. Command is spotty.







	4.  Padres (Via Rockies)


	Luis Perdomo


	RHP


	Cardinals


	50/Extreme







	Dangerous reliever with a mid-90s fastball and an average or better slider who lacks the command for a starter’s role







	5.  Brewers


	Colin Walsh


	2B


	Athletics


	40/High







	26-year-old Stanford alum led the Texas League with a .447 on-base percentage and 124 walks, but defensive questions persist







	6.  Athletics


	Jabari Blash


	OF


	Mariners


	45/Medium







	Big-time power profile from the Virgin Islands native. Swatted 32 home runs this year at Double-A and Triple-A.







	7.  Padres


	Josh Martin


	RHP


	Indians


	45/High







	25-year-old righthander held hitters in the Eastern League to a .192 average and fanned 80 in 67 1/3 innings







	8.  Orioles


	Joey Rickard


	OF


	Rays


	40/Medium







	Arizona alum zoomed from high Class A to Triple-A in 2015, finally hitting .321/.427/.447 with a pair of home runs and 23 stolen bases







	9  Angels


	Deolis Guerra


	RHP


	Pirates


	40/Medium







	Part of the Mets’ original package for Johan Santana, made major league debut this year but was hit hard and will get another look in Los Angeles







	10.  Toronto


	Joe Biagini


	RHP


	Giants


	40/Medium







	Savvy righthander doesn’t possess a plus pitch, but average arsenal and pitchability makes stuff tick up







	11.  Cardinals


	Matt Bowman


	RHP


	Mets


	45/High







	The funky-slinging Princeton alum was hit hard in Las Vegas this year but the Cardinals have a talent for finding arms







	12.  Phillies


	Daniel Stumpf


	LHP


	Royals


	40/Medium







	Phillies like Stumpf’s ability to get lefthanders out. To wit, held southpaws to a .151 average this year at Double-A Northwest Arkansas







	13.  Reds


	Chris O’Grady


	LHP


	Angels


	40/Medium







	O’Grady’s fastball-slider arsenal won’t wow anyone, but he posted a nearly 5-to-1 strikeout-to-walk ratio this year in Double-A







	14.  Brewers


	Zack Jones


	RHP


	Twins


	45/Extreme







	Three-pitch reliever averages 95 mph with his fastball and couples it with a mid-80s slider.







	15.  Padres


	Blake Smith


	RHP


	White Sox


	40/High







	27-year-old converted outfielder pitched this year with White Sox; earned Best Outfield Arm twice in Dodgers’ system







	26.  Angels


	Ji Man Choi


	1B


	Orioles


	40/High







	Hasn’t played a full season since 2013 but supplies power potential at first base when healthy











MINOR LEAGUE DEPTH CHART



AN OVERVIEW


Another feature of the Prospect Handbook is a depth chart of every organization’s minor league talent. This shows you at a glance what kind of talent a system has and provides even more prospects beyond the Top 30.


Players are usually listed on the depth charts where we think they’ll ultimately end up. To help you better understand why players are slotted at particular positions, we show you here what scouts look for in the ideal candidate at each spot, with individual tools ranked in descending order.
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TOP 50 PROSPECTS





[image: Image]


JOHN WILLIAMSON


Julio Urias will still be a teenager for most of the 2016 season





When Baseball America ranks prospects, there’s almost always a byline attributing the ranking to the person who finally put the players in order, who decided, “OK, this guy’s No. 6 and this guy’s No. 7.” But in truth, all of our rankings are more than one person’s opinion. They are most often a reflection of the consensus of sources on the subject—managers, coaches, scouts, front-office personnel, the whole spectrum—filtered through the expertise of our writers and editors.


Except here, really. In this section of the Handbook, we get personal. Sifting through all of the information we’ve gathered to this point, four of our editors give their own personal takes on the game’s top 50 prospects. This helps form the basis of the arguments that shape Baseball America’s official Top 100 Prospects list, which is released each February. We consider it the definitive guide to the best talent in the minor leagues, and you can find it in our print edition or online at BaseballAmerica.com.


The rules for these lists are the same for any prospect who appears in the Handbook: no more than 130 at-bats, 50 innings or 30 relief appearances in the major leagues. We do not consider service time in our eligibility requirements. These rankings represent how each person regarded the top minor league talent in the game at a moment in time. Ask us again in a few months (or few weeks) how these prospects stack up, and you’ll get a different answer.


BEN BADLER





1. Corey Seager, ss/3b, Dodgers


2. Byron Buxton, of, Twins


3. J.P. Crawford, ss, Phillies


4. Orlando Arcia, ss, Brewers


5. A.J. Reed, 1b, Astros


6. Joey Gallo, 3b/of, Rangers


7. Yoan Moncada, 2b, Red Sox


8. Julio Urias, lhp, Dodgers


9. Lucas Giolito, rhp, Nationals


10. Alex Reyes, rhp, Cardinals


11. Brett Phillips, of, Brewers


12. Andrew Benintendi, of, Red Sox


13. Tyler Glasnow, rhp, Pirates


14. Nick Williams, of, Phillies


15. Trea Turner, ss, Nationals


16. Austin Meadows, of, Pirates


17. Anderson Espinoza, rhp, Red Sox


18. Victor Robles, of, Nationals


19. Manuel Margot, of, Padres


20. Jesse Winker, of, Reds


21. Ryan McMahon, 3b, Rockies


22. Lewis Brinson, of, Rangers


23. Nomar Mazara, of, Rangers


24. Brendan Rodgers, ss, Rockies


25. Dansby Swanson, ss, Diamondbacks


26. Franklin Barreto, ss, Athletics


27. Rafael Devers, 3b, Red Sox


28. Hector Olivera, 3b/of, Braves


29. Alex Bregman, ss, Astros


30. Trent Clark, of, Brewers


31. Blake Snell, lhp, Rays


32. Francis Martes, rhp, Astros


33. Anthony Alford, of, Blue Jays


34. Ozzie Albies, ss, Braves


35. Jorge Polanco, ss/2b, Twins


36. Gleyber Torres, ss, Cubs


37. Sean Newcomb, lhp, Braves


38. Jose De Leon, rhp, Dodgers


39. Michael Fulmer, rhp, Tigers


40. Kolby Allard, lhp, Braves


41. Luis Ortiz, rhp, Rangers


42. Chance Sisco, c Orioles


43. Jose Peraza, 2b/ss, Dodgers


44. Josh Bell, 1b, Pirates


45. Max Kepler, of/1b, Twins


46. Kyle Tucker, of, Astros


47. Jorge Mateo, ss, Yankees


48. Clint Frazier, of, Indians


49. Bradley Zimmer, of, Indians


50. Cody Bellinger, 1b/of, Dodgers



J.J. COOPER






1. Corey Seager, ss/3b, Dodgers


2. Lucas Giolito, rhp, Nationals


3. Byron Buxton, of, Twins


4. Julio Urias, lhp, Dodgers


5. Yoan Moncada, 2b, Red Sox


6. Alex Reyes, rhp, Cardinals


7. Steven Matz, lhp, Mets


8. J.P. Crawford, ss, Phillies


9. Orlando Arcia, ss, Brewers


10. Trea Turner, ss, Nationals


11. Anderson Espinoza, rhp, Red Sox


12. Andrew Benintendi, of, Red Sox


13. Joey Gallo, 3b/of, Rangers


14. Jose De Leon, rhp, Dodgers


15. A.J. Reed, 1b, Astros


16. Francis Martes, rhp, Astros


17. Tyler Glasnow, rhp, Pirates


18. Dansby Swanson, ss, Diamondbacks


19. Raul A. Mondesi, ss, Royals


20. Blake Snell, lhp, Rays


21. Robert Stephenson, rhp, Reds


22. Jose Berrios, rhp, Twins


23. Rafael Devers, 3b, Red Sox


24. Nomar Mazara, of, Rangers


25. Alex Bregman, ss, Astros


26. Bradley Zimmer, of, Indians


27. Sean Newcomb, lhp, Braves


28. Aaron Blair, rhp, Diamondbacks


29. Hector Olivera, 3b/of, Braves


30. Cody Reed, lhp, Reds


31. Anthony Alford, of, Blue Jays


32. Jorge Mateo, ss, Yankees


33. Gleyber Torres, ss, Cubs


34. Lewis Brinson, of, Rangers


35. Brendan Rodgers, ss, Rockies


36. Austin Meadows, of, Pirates


37. Jeff Hoffman, rhp, Rockies


38. David Dahl, of, Rockies


39. Jose Peraza, 2b/ss, Dodgers


40. Jon Gray, rhp, Rockies


41. Sean Manaea, lhp, Athletics


42. Ryan McMahon, 3b, Rockies


43. Franklin Barreto, ss, Athletics


44. Max Kepler, of/1b, Twins


45. Victor Robles, of, Nationals


46. Trent Clark, of, Brewers


47. Kyle Tucker, of, Astros


48. Christian Arroyo, ss, Giants


49. Joe Musgrove, rhp, Astros


50. Tim Anderson, ss, White Sox


MATT EDDY





1. Corey Seager, ss/3b, Dodgers


2. Byron Buxton, of, Twins


3. Julio Urias, lhp, Dodgers


4. Yoan Moncada, 2b, Red Sox


5. Orlando Arcia, ss, Brewers


6. J.P. Crawford, ss, Phillies


7. A.J. Reed, 1b, Astros


8. Lucas Giolito, rhp, Nationals


9. Blake Snell, lhp, Rays


10. Steven Matz, lhp, Mets


11. Trea Turner, ss, Nationals


12. Alex Reyes, rhp, Cardinals


13. Tyler Glasnow, rhp, Pirates


14. Sean Newcomb, lhp, Braves


15. Lewis Brinson, of, Rangers


16. Anderson Espinoza, rhp, Red Sox


17. Jose De Leon, rhp, Dodgers


18. Rafael Devers, 3b, Red Sox


19. Joey Gallo, 3b/of, Rangers


20. Bradley Zimmer, of, Indians


21. Austin Meadows, of, Pirates


22. Francis Martes, rhp, Astros


23. Brendan Rodgers, ss, Rockies


24. Dansby Swanson, ss, Diamondbacks


25. Cody Reed, lhp, Reds


26. Andrew Benintendi, of, Red Sox


27. Anthony Alford, of, Blue Jays


28. Jorge Mateo, ss, Yankees


29. Jorge Lopez, rhp, Brewers


30. Robert Stephenson, rhp, Reds


31. Max Kepler, of/1b, Twins


32. Tim Anderson, ss, White Sox


33. Gary Sanchez, c, Yankees


34. Trent Clark, of, Brewers


35. Clint Frazier, of, Indians


36. Jose Berrios, rhp, Twins


37. Michael Fulmer, rhp, Tigers


38. Josh Bell, 1b, Pirates


39. Ozzie Albies, ss, Braves


40. Alex Bregman, ss, Astros


41. Nomar Mazara, of, Rangers


42. Gleyber Torres, ss, Cubs


43. Franklin Barreto, ss, Athletics


44. Javier Guerra, ss, Padres


45. Victor Robles, of, Nationals


46. Jon Gray, rhp, Rockies


47. Nick Williams, of, Phillies


48. Ryan McMahon, 3b, Rockies


49. Sean Manaea, lhp, Athletics


50. Willy Adames, ss, Rays
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TONY FARLOW


Injuries have slowed Byron Buxton’s climb but they haven’t diminished his tools
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ALYSON BOYER RODE


Rays lefthander Blake Snell was BA’s 2015 Minor League Player of the Year





JOHN MANUEL





1. Corey Seager, ss/3b, Dodgers


2. Byron Buxton, of, Twins


3. Lucas Giolito, rhp, Nationals


4. Yoan Moncada, 2b, Red Sox


5. Julio Urias, lhp, Dodgers


6. J.P. Crawford, ss, Phillies


7. Trea Turner, ss, Nationals


8. Alex Reyes, rhp, Cardinals


9. Blake Snell, lhp, Rays


10. Joey Gallo, 3b/of, Rangers


11. Steven Matz, lhp, Mets


12. Anderson Espinoza, rhp, Red Sox


13. A.J. Reed, 1b, Astros


14. Orlando Arcia, ss, Brewers


15. Dansby Swanson, ss, Diamondbacks


16. Lewis Brinson, of, Rangers


17. Raul A. Mondesi, ss, Royals


18. Tyler Glasnow, rhp, Pirates


19. Sean Newcomb, lhp, Braves


20. Andrew Benintendi, of, Red Sox


21. Francis Martes, rhp, Astros


22. Jon Gray, rhp, Rockies


23. Nomar Mazara, of, Rangers


24. Rafael Devers, 3b, Red Sox


25. Brendan Rodgers, ss, Rockies


26. Jorge Mateo, ss, Yankees


27. Austin Meadows, of, Pirates


28. Bradley Zimmer, of, Indians


29. Jose De Leon, rhp, Dodgers


30. Jose Berrios, rhp, Twins


31. Aaron Blair, rhp, Diamondbacks


32. Robert Stephenson, rhp, Reds


33. Anthony Alford, of, Blue Jays


34. Nick Williams, of, Phillies


35. Gary Sanchez, c, Yankees


36. Tim Anderson, ss, White Sox


37. Brady Aiken, lhp, Indians


38. Josh Bell, 1b/of, Pirates


39. David Dahl, of, Rockies


40. Max Kepler, of, Twins


41. Willy Adames, ss, Rays


42. Jeff Hoffman, rhp, Rockies


43. Clint Frazier, of, Indians


44. Ryan McMahon, 3b, Rockies


45. Nick Gordon, ss, Twins


46. Victor Robles, of, Nationals


47. Cody Reed, lhp, Reds


48. Alex Bregman, ss, Astros


49. Franklin Barreto, ss, Athletics


50. Gleyber Torres, ss, Cubs





TALENT RANKINGS







	Team


	2015


	2014


	2013


	2012


	2011







	1. Los Angeles Dodgers


	3


	14


	19


	23


	12







	While Corey Seager is the crown jewel of the system, lefthander Julio Urias would be the No. 1 prospect himself in many organizations. With prospects like Jose De Leon, Cody Bellinger and Alex Verdugo among the many to take steps forward in 2015, the Dodgers have a strong Top 10 with good depth and likely more on the way once unleash their checkbook on the Cuban market.







	2. Houston Astros


	10


	5


	9


	17


	26







	Even with cornerstone Carlos Correa graduating to the majors, the Astros have built an elite system thanks to strong draft hauls and shrewd trades, with Francis Martes’ status skyrocketing in 2015. Houston has done an excellent job of finding value in the later rounds of the draft.







	3. Atlanta Braves


	29


	26


	21


	15


	2







	When you completely tear apart a team that won 96 games in 2013, you should have a premier farm system. Built around pitching, the Braves have a lot of high-risk prospects, but there’s a mix of high ceilings and depth. It just might take a few more years of pain at the major league level before they get back to playoff contention.







	4. Boston Red Sox


	5


	2


	6


	10


	17







	Dave Dombrowski won’t be afraid to dip into Boston’s prospect-rich farm system in trades, which he showed by dealing Javier Guerra and Manuel Margot to get Craig Kimbrel. Thanks to a productive international pipeline, there’s still plenty of talent left, with an impact top four that rivals any team in baseball.







	5. Washington Nationals


	12


	21


	16


	1


	14







	Having perennial picks at the top of the draft allowed the Nationals to add Stephen Strasburg, Bryce Harper and Anthony Rendon, but they have been able to maintain a strong crop on the farm even with later picks, led by a potential ace in Lucas Giolito. Despite a restricted international budget from ownership, five of the team’s top 11 prospects are from the Dominican Republic, led by one of the game’s most exciting prospects in Victor Robles.







	6. Colorado Rockies


	8


	11


	20


	16


	10







	Colorado has one of baseball’s most balanced farm systems, with a quality blend of position players and pitchers throughout all levels of the system. Almost all of their Top 10 Prospects will play in Double-A or higher next season, so much-needed help isn’t far away.







	7. Texas Rangers


	11


	9


	3


	2


	15







	Trades have thinned the system somewhat, though the Rangers will gladly take that tradeoff when it means having Cole Hamels at the top of their rotation. A trio of upper-levels bats in Joey Gallo, Lewis Brinson and Nomar Mazara are still elite, while the international program continues to churn out intriguing prospects to fill out the system.







	8. Philadelphia Phillies


	22


	22


	23


	27


	11







	The Cole Hamels trade invigorated the farm with three of Philadelphia’s top five prospects. Even before then, the Phillies were a system on the rise, led by an impact talent in shortstop J.P. Crawford and a wave of depth mined through Latin America and other trades.







	9. Milwaukee Brewers


	21


	29


	22


	25


	30







	Competing in the NL Central is a daunting task for the Brewers, but new GM David Stearns helped turn the Astros from the worst team in baseball to a playoff team. Having high-grade prospects at premium positions like shortstop Orlando Arcia and center fielders Brett Phillips and Trent Clark is a great place to start.







	10. Minnesota Twins


	2


	3


	10


	19


	13







	Three of the Twins’ top prospects play in the middle of the diamond, with Byron Buxton not progressing quite as expected due to injuries but remaining one of baseball’s most dynamic and elite prospects. A dynamite 2010 international class has produced Miguel Sano, with Max Kepler and Jorge Polanco likely joining him soon.







	11. Pittsburgh Pirates


	7


	1


	8


	13


	19







	The 2015 Organization of the Year, the Pirates have kept the minor league pipeline flowing even though they no longer have top draft picks. Tyler Glasnow could soon join Gerrit Cole as a homegrown, front-of-the-rotation starter, while a wave of polished, instinctive players who put the ball in play and control the strike zone has yielded fruit from the draft.







	12. Cincinnati Reds


	16


	16


	14


	7


	6







	Pitching, pitching and more pitching. The heavy emphasis on arms adds a greater degree of risk, but it’s one of the deeper collections of pitching prospects in the game.







	13. Tampa Bay Rays


	17


	20


	4


	11


	3







	When the Rays ran off a stretch of four straight 90-plus win seasons from 2010-13, they built those teams through homegrown talent and savvy trades, but the major league team and farm system have backed up into the middle of the pack. Minor League Player of the Year Blake Snell will help in 2016, but the Rays simply have to get more out of their farm system given their financial disadvantages.







	14. St. Louis Cardinals


	15


	7


	1


	12


	24







	Righthander Alex Reyes is one of the game’s premier pitching prospects, though the system drops off quickly after him. There’s still talent in the organization, but most of it is congregated at the lower levels.







	15. New York Mets


	4


	10


	26


	24


	20







	A rotation full of homegrown frontline starters carried the Mets to the World Series in 2015, with top prospect Steven Matz the next reinforcement coming in 2016. Much of the talent beyond him is still centered around lower-level players, but there are breakout candidates galore among them.







	16. New York Yankees


	18


	18


	11


	6


	5







	With Luis Severino and Greg Bird getting to New York in 2015, the Yankees are starting to become more productive at developing homegrown talent. Even with Severino graduating, three of their top five prospects are Dominican signings, with more international talent at the lower levels who could have breakthrough seasons.







	17. Cleveland Indians


	23


	17


	24


	29


	7







	Francisco Lindor ranked as the system’s top prospect in four straight seasons and has already delivered on his promise. Their 2013 and 2014 first-rounders, Clint Frazier and Bradley Zimmer, both took steps forward, while the normally risk-averse franchise rolled the dice on lefty Brady Aiken with their 2015 first-round pick.







	18. Oakland Athletics


	19


	23


	25


	26


	28







	Poor decisions cost them Addison Russell and Josh Donaldson, though at least they did get a potential impact player back for Donaldson in Franklin Barreto, whose advanced bat and quick-twitch athleticism make him their top prospect. Barreto and lefty Sean Manaea give a significant boost to a middle-tier farm system.







	19. San Francisco Giants


	26


	19


	28


	21


	23







	A top five farm system in 2009 and 2010, the Giants’ ranking took a hit here the past few years, but they continued to produce homegrown regulars in Matt Duffy and Joe Panik, while Brandon Crawford has outperformed his prospect forecasts. Their Top 10 is light, but there is depth and the organization excels at developing young players in the big leagues.







	20. Chicago Cubs


	1


	4


	13


	14


	8







	No team is better positioned for sustainable future success than the Cubs, who have a young, talented lineup under team control for the next several years. Having players like Kyle Schwarber and Addison Russell zip through the system hurts their farm system ranking, where young pitching is the organization’s biggest need.







	21. Kansas City Royals


	13


	8


	18


	3


	1







	Dayton Moore delivered, taking one of the best farm systems we have ever seen and parlaying that into a World Series trophy. Can they maintain that success without the luxury of access to high draft picks like Alex Gordon, Eric Hosmer and Mike Moustakas? That will be a challenge, with the system having taken a step back and filled with more high and extreme risk players.







	22. Arizona Diamondbacks


	6


	13


	7


	4


	22







	The Diamondbacks sent their last two first-round picks (Dansby Swanson and Touki Toussaint) to the Braves in a pair of puzzling trades, while their decision to absorb two years of penalties to sign Cuban righthander Yoan Lopez instead of taking advantage of the No. 1 international bonus pool was another head-scratcher.







	23. Chicago White Sox


	20


	24


	29


	30


	27







	Top prospect Tim Anderson has shown he’s not just a raw athlete, performing well in Double-A, while righthander Carson Fulmer, the organization’s 2015 first-round pick and best pitching prospect, could move quickly. Anderson has been the exception in the system, with several other athletic players struggling to develop their baseball skills.







	24. Toronto Blue Jays


	9


	15


	12


	5


	4







	The Blue Jays went for it in 2015, trading prospects to acquire MVP Josh Donaldson, David Price and Troy Tulowitzki, and electrifying the city of Toronto during their playoff run. As a result, the farm system thinned, but there’s still high-ceiling talent like Anthony Alford and Vladimir Guerrero Jr.







	25. San Diego Padres


	14


	6


	15


	8


	9







	The trade that brought Javier Guerra, Manuel Margot and Logan Allen to San Diego was a much-needed talent infusion that brought the Padres out of the talent rankings basement. Before San Diego’s Craig Kimbrel trade and the Angels trade that sent Sean Newcomb to the Braves, San Diego would have likely ranked 30th.







	26. Detroit Tigers


	30


	28


	27


	22


	25







	The Tigers have consistently ranked in the bottom third of our farm system rankings (including the No. 30 spot last year), but they certainly didn’t mind as they rattled off four straight AL Central titles. Now they’re a last-place team, however, and while top prospect Michael Fulmer could bolster their rotation this year, there isn’t much else in the system ready to help in 2016.







	27. Baltimore Orioles


	28


	12


	17


	20


	21







	Every organization deals with pitching injuries, but the Orioles have seen it slice the value of their top two prospects, Dylan Bundy and Hunter Harvey. Jomar Reyes was a good find in the Dominican Republic, but minimal investment and productivity in Latin America continues to hamper them.







	28. Seattle Mariners


	24


	25


	2


	9


	18







	Little went right at the major or minor league level in 2015. Hitting prospects in the system have struggled to make contact or control the strike zone, with players regressing last year, while the pitching doesn’t inspire much confidence either.







	29. Miami Marlins


	25


	27


	5


	28


	29







	They have two of the best homegrown players in the game between Giancarlo Stanton and Jose Fernandez, but that pipeline has started to dry up. Even No. 1 prospect Tyler Kolek had an uninspiring first full season, and the prospects behind him are mostly high-risk guys with modest ceilings.







	30. Los Angeles Angels


	27


	30


	18


	16


	25







	Disclaimer: Side effects of reading through the entire Angels Top 30 may include drowsiness and an upset stomach. The Angels have an emaciated farm system devoid of impact talent, with mostly spare parts who could fill in as role players.










Arizona Diamondbacks
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BY BILL MITCHELL


The Diamondbacks had nowhere to go but up in 2015 after finishing with the worst record in baseball the year before. Arizona put a better product on the field in 2015 and was more competitive in the National League West, finishing the season at 79-83 and 15 wins better than the 2014 club. Still, they finished 13 games behind the first-place Dodgers and never did put together the push needed to make up ground on the leaders.


The D-backs ranked second in the NL in runs scored in 2015 and did so with strong showings in on-base percentage (.324, third) and slugging (.414, second), so they should again have one of the top offenses in the league in 2016. First baseman Paul Goldschmidt and center fielder A.J. Pollock form an all-star cornerstone for Arizona. Goldschmidt’s season ended early with a broken hand, but still hit .321/.435/.570 with 33 home runs and 110 RBIs. Pollock took a big step forward, hitting .315/.367/.498 with 20 homers and 39 stolen bases.


The D-backs operated under new management in 2015. General manager Dave Stewart, senior VP De Jon Watson and manager Chip Hale all were in their first years on the job, while chief baseball officer Tony La Russa joined the organization midway through the 2014 season.


The new baseball operations department focused on paring down payroll by trading veterans Wade Miley, Trevor Cahill, Miguel Montero, Mark Trumbo and Bronson Arroyo. Trading Arroyo came with a catch, however. In order to shed the $10 million still owed, the D-backs bundled 2014 first-round righthander Touki Toussaint in the deal, a move that was met with near universal disdain throughout the industry.


The organization doled out nearly $22.3 million in bonus money to sign Cuban imports Yasmany Tomas, an outfielder, and righthander Yoan Lopez. While Tomas showed power, neither move has paid significant dividends.






[image: image]


BILL MITCHELL


A series of trades created playing time for young players like Yasmany Tomas





The deals to reduce salary largely worked out, while also freeing up playing time for four of the system’s top 10 prospects entering 2015. Tomas, third baseman Jake Lamb and shortstop Nick Ahmed earned regular play and met expectations, but righthander Archie Bradley struggled after getting hit with a line drive in his fourth big league start.


Hale will return for his second season at the helm, but he’ll be backed by a revamped coaching staff. Pitching coach Mike Harkey will be replaced by former Angels coach Mike Butcher. Third base coach Andy Green left to take the managerial job with the Padres, while bullpen coach Mel Stottlemyre Jr. departed to assume the pitching coach job in Seattle. The D-backs hired Athletics minor league pitching coordinator Garvin Alston to replace Stottlemyre.


TOP PROSPECTS OF THE DECADE






	Year


	Player, Pos.


	2015 Org







	2006


	Stephen Drew, ss


	Yankees







	2007


	Justin Upton, of


	Padres







	2008


	Carlos Gonzalez, of


	Rockies







	2009


	Jarrod Parker, rhp


	Athletics







	2010


	Jarrod Parker, rhp


	Athletics







	2011


	Jarrod Parker, rhp


	Athletics







	2012


	Trevor Bauer, rhp


	Indians







	2013


	Tyler Skaggs, lhp


	Angels







	2014


	Archie Bradley, rhp


	Diamondbacks







	2015


	Archie Bradley, rhp


	Diamondbacks








Owning the No. 1 overall pick, Arizona selected Vanderbilt shortstop Dansby Swanson and signed him for $6.5 million. The D-backs signed 36 of 40 picks in a college-heavy draft. They were criticized in the industry for using just over $11 million of the available $12.9 million bonus pool.


Both short-season Hillsboro (Northwest) and Rookie-level Missoula (Pioneer) won league crowns. Overall, their seven domestic affiliates combined for a 420-345 (.549) record that ranked second-best in baseball.





ORGANIZATION OVERVIEW



General Manager: Dave Stewart. Farm Director: Mike Bell. Scouting Director: Deric Ladnier. Class Team






	Class


	Team


	League


	W


	L


	PCT


	Finish


	Manager







	Majors


	Arizona Diamondbacks


	National


	79


	83


	.488


	8th (15)


	Chip Hale







	Triple-A


	Reno Aces


	Pacific Coast


	70


	74


	.486


	10th (16)


	Phil Nevin







	Double-A


	Mobile BayBears


	Southern


	70


	67


	.511


	5th (10)


	Robby Hammock







	High Class A


	Visalia Rawhide


	California


	84


	56


	.600


	1st (10)


	J.R. House







	Low Class A


	Kane County Cougars


	Midwest


	84


	54


	.609


	2nd (16)


	Mark Grudzielanek







	Short-season


	Hillsboro Hops


	Northwest


	45


	31


	.592


	1st (8)


	Shelley Duncan







	Rookie


	Missoula Osprey


	Pioneer


	42


	33


	.560


	2nd (8)


	Joe Mather







	Rookie


	AZL Diamondbacks


	Arizona


	25


	30


	.455


	9th (14)


	Mike Benjamin







	Overall 2015 Minor League Record


	420


	345


	.549


	2nd (30)


	 








THIS YEAR’S TOP 30






	No.


	Player, Pos.


	Status







	1.


	Dansby Swanson, ss


	65/High







	2.


	Aaron Blair, rhp


	55/Medium







	3.


	Braden Shipley, rhp


	55/High







	4.


	Archie Bradley, rhp


	55/High







	5.


	Brandon Drury, 3b/2b


	50/Low







	6.


	Yoan Lopez, rhp


	50/High







	7.


	Alex Young, lhp


	50/High







	8.


	Socrates Brito, of


	50/High







	9.


	Isan Diaz, ss/2b


	55/Extreme







	10.


	Peter


	50/High







	11.


	Gabby Guerrero, of


	50/High







	12.


	Jack Reinheimer, 2b/ss


	45/Medium







	13.


	Domingo Leyba, ss/2b


	50/High







	14.


	Taylor Clarke, rhp


	50/High







	15.


	Anthony Banda, lhp


	50/High







	16.


	Wei-Chieh Huang, rhp


	50/High







	17.


	Brad Keller, rhp


	50/High







	18.


	Zack Godley, rhp


	45/Medium







	19.


	Marcus Wilson, of


	55/Extreme







	20.


	Jose Martinez, rhp


	50/Extreme







	21.


	Daniel Gibson, lhp


	45/High







	22.


	Oscar Hernandez, c


	45/High







	23.


	Adam Miller, rhp


	45/High







	24.


	Jake Barrett, rhp


	45/High







	25.


	Jose Herrera, c


	50/Extreme







	26.


	Victor Reyes, of


	45/High







	27.


	Ryan Burr, rhp


	45/High







	28.


	Sergio Alcantara, ss


	50/Extreme







	29.


	Silvino Bracho, rhp


	45/High







	30.


	Jamie Westbrook, 2b


	45/High








LAST YEAR’S TOP 30






	No.


	Player, Pos.


	Status







	1.


	Archie Bradley, rhp


	No. 4







	2.


	Braden Shipley, rhp


	No. 3







	3.


	Aaron Blair, rhp


	No. 2







	4.


	Yasmany Tomas, of/3b


	Majors







	5.


	Touki Toussaint, rhp


	(Braves)







	6.


	Jake Lamb, 3b


	Majors







	7.


	Brandon Drury, 3b/2b


	No. 5







	8.


	Peter


	No. 10







	9.


	Domingo Leyba, 2b/ss


	No. 13







	10.


	Nick Ahmed, ss c/of


	Majors







	11.


	Robbie Ray, lhp


	Majors







	12.


	Jake Barrett, rhp


	No. 24







	13.


	Jose Martinez, rhp


	No. 20







	14.


	Cody Reed, lhp


	Dropped out







	15.


	Jose Herrera, c


	No. 25







	16.


	Jimmie Sherfy, rhp


	Dropped out







	17.


	Anthony Banda, lhp


	No. 15







	18.


	Andrew Chafin, lhp


	Majors







	19.


	Socrates Brito, of


	No. 8







	20.


	Sergio Alcantara, ss


	No. 28







	21.


	Stryker Trahan, c/of


	Dropped out







	22.


	Mitch Haniger, of


	Dropped out







	23.


	Jeferson Mejia, rhp


	Dropped out







	24.


	Marcus Wilson, of


	No. 19







	25.


	Brent Jones, rhp


	Dropped out







	26.


	Zach Borenstein, of


	Dropped out







	27.


	Isan Diaz, 2b/ss


	No. 9







	28.


	Matt Railey, of


	Dropped out







	29.


	Enrique Burgos, rhp


	Majors







	30.


	Daniel Palka, 1b/of


	(Twins)








BEST TOOLS






	Best Hitter for Average


	Isan Diaz







	Best Power Hitter


	Kevin Cron







	Best Strike-Zone Discipline


	Austin Byler







	Fastest Baserunner


	Matt McPhearson







	Best Athlete


	Socrates Brito







	Best Fastball


	Adam Miller







	Best Curveball


	Braden Shipley







	Best Slider


	Alex Young







	Best Changeup


	Wei-Chieh Huang







	Best Control


	Silvino Bracho







	Best Defensive Catcher


	Oscar Hernandez







	Best Defensive Infielder


	Dansby Swanson







	Best Infield Arm


	Sergio Alcantara







	Best Defensive Outfielder


	Evan Marzilli







	Best Outfield Arm


	Gabby Guerrero








PROJECTED 2019 LINEUP






	Catcher


	Welington Castillo







	First Base


	Paul Goldschmidt







	Second Base


	Chris Owings







	Third Base


	Jake Lamb







	Shortstop


	Dansby Swanson







	Left Field


	David Peralta







	Center Field


	A.J. Pollock







	Right Field


	Yasmany Tomas







	No. 1 Starter


	Patrick Corbin







	No. 2 Starter


	Aaron Blair







	No. 3 Starter


	Braden Shipley







	No. 4 Starter


	Rubby de la Rosa







	No. 5 Starter


	Robbie Ray







	Closer


	Archie Bradley











MINOR LEAGUE DEPTH CHART



ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS


TOP 2016 ROOKIE: Aaron Blair, rhp. In need of rotation depth, the D-backs should give Blair a look in spring training.


BREAKOUT PROSPECT: Ryan Burr, rhp. The former Arizona State closer improved his breaking ball and willingness to attack hitters.


SLEEPER: Bo Takahashi, rhp. The native of Brazil displays advanced pitchability for a teen, has a durable body and commands all three of his pitches.




SOURCE OF TOP 30 TALENT






	Homegrown


	22


	Acquired


	8







	College


	9


	Trades


	7







	Junior college


	0


	Rule 5 draft


	1







	High school


	6


	Independent leagues


	0







	Nondrafted free agents


	0


	Free agents/waivers


	0







	International


	7
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DRAFT ANALYSIS



2015


BEST PURE HITTER: SS Dansby Swanson (1) has the handsy looseness and bat speed to hit good pitching, plus the feel for hitting and strike-zone awareness to avoid prolonged slumps. His two-strike approach and competitiveness make him a tough out on a at-bat by at-bat basis.


BEST POWER HITTER: 1B Austin Byler (11), a senior sign, has plenty of pop, hitting 14 home runs each of his last two college seasons. He was suspended 50 games for amphetamines use since signing, which will delay his 2016 season. »


FASTEST RUNNER: Swanson posts consistent plus at 4.15 seconds to first base and stole successfully in 38 of 44 attempts his final two seasons at Vanderbilt.


BEST DEFENSIVE PLAYER: Some scouts question whether Swanson has the true plus arm desired for shortstop, but he has everything else, including instincts, anticipation and excellent footwork around the bag on double plays.


BEST FASTBALL: RHP Ryan Burr (5) hit 100 mph as a pro and usually pitches in the 93-97 mph range as a reliever. The D-backs wouldn’t be shocked to see RHP Wesley Rodriguez (12) hit 100 someday; he hit 97 before the draft and has had Tommy John surgery since. RHPs Taylor Clarke (3), Tyler Mark (6) and Pierce Romero (9) all have reached 96-97 mph. Clarke stands out in that group for his command.


BEST SECONDARY PITCH: Some D-backs scouts have 70 grades on the slider of LHP Alex Young (2), whose fastball and changeup also can be above-average. Clarke also has a good cutter-type slider that he locates effectively.


BEST PRO DEBUT: Clarke threw 23 scoreless innings for short-season Hillsboro, counting the Northwest League playoffs. Burr went 4-0, 1.06 in 34 innings with a 49-11 strikeout-walk mark between two levels, finishing with low Class A Kane County.


BEST ATHLETE: Swanson is a baseball athlete, with easy actions, speed and strength. OF Jason Morozowski (12) has more explosiveness but less ease of operation; He propelled Rookie-level Missoula to the Pioneer League title, going 12-for-25 with two homers in the postseason.


MOST INTRIGUING BACKGROUND: OF Zach Hoffpauir (22) played football and baseball at Stanford. RHP Tucker Ward (40) is the son of Turner Ward, Arizona’s big league hitting coach.


CLOSEST TO THE MAJORS: Swanson will have to hurry to beat relievers such as Burr to Arizona, but he may be that good.


BEST LATE-ROUND PICK: Morozowski reminds scouting director Deric Ladnier of Mike Aviles, whom he drafted during his Royals tenure, for his speed, athleticism and swagger.


THE ONE WHO GOT AWAY: Arizona signed 36 of 40 players but didn’t get 3B Vance Vizcaino (31), son of Royals national crosschecker Junior Vizcaino, or RHP Bryan Hoeing (32), who could star at Louisville after recovering from a torn ACL in his right knee.


ASSESSMENT: Dansby Swanson was a safe No. 1 overall pick, even for a club that wanted to load up on pitching. Arizona didn’t see a 1-1 worthy arm but got solid pitching depth beyond Swanson.


2014


Dealing RHP Touki Toussaint (1) to Atlanta left physical LHP Cody Reed (2) and SS/2B Isan Diaz (2s), plus raw OF Marcus Wilson (2s), as this class’ best hopes. None has reached full-season ball yet.


GRADE: D


2013


RHPs Braden Shipley (1) and Aaron Blair (1s) have moved up the ladder together, and both look like future rotation pieces. OF Justin Williams (2) and 1B/OF Daniel Palka (3) have been traded.


GRADE: B


2012


3B Jake Lamb (6) has broken through to become a regular, with RHP Jake Barrett (3) on the 40-man roster, but C/OF Stryker Trahan (1) has been a bust so far.


GRADE: C


TOP DRAFT PICKS OF THE DECADE






	Year


	Player, Pos.


	2015 Org







	2006


	Max Scherzer, rhp


	Nationals







	2007


	Jarrod Parker, rhp


	Athletics







	2008


	Daniel Schlereth, lhp


	Cubs







	2009


	Bobby Borchering, 3b


	Tigers







	2010


	*Barret Loux, rhp


	Cubs







	2011


	Trevor Bauer, rhp


	Indians







	2012


	Stryker Trahan, c


	Diamondbacks







	2013


	Braden Shipley, rhp


	Diamondbacks







	2014


	Touki Toussaint, rhp


	Braves







	2015


	Dansby Swanson, ss


	Diamondbacks







	*Did not sign








LARGEST BONUSES IN CLUB HISTORY






	Yasmany Tomas, 2014


	$14,000,000







	Travis Lee, 1996


	$10,000,000







	Yoan Lopez, 2015


	$8,270,000







	Dansby Swanson, 2015


	$6,500,000







	Justin Upton, 2005


	$6,100,000











1 DANSBY SWANSON, SS
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BILL MITCHELL







BA GRADE


65 Risk: High


SCOUTING GRADES


Batting: 60.


Power: 45.


Speed: 60.


Defense: 60.


Arm: 55.


Based on 20-80 scouting scale—where 50 represents major league aver-age—and future projection rather than present tools.





Born: Feb. 11, 1994. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-0. Wt.: 175. Drafted: Vanderbilt, 2015 (1st round). Signed by: Nate Birtwell.


To say that 2015 was an eventful year for Swanson is an understatement. The Vanderbilt shortstop learned of his selection by the Diamondbacks as the No. 1 overall pick during the on-field celebration after the Commodores clinched their NCAA super regional at Illinois. Before signing with Arizona, Swanson returned to the College World Series for a second straight year, with Vanderbilt losing to Virginia after defeating the Cavaliers in the championship round in 2014. His college career had begun after he turned down a chance to sign with the Rockies, who drafted him in the 38th round in 2012. Swanson was limited to 11 games in his freshman year due to various injuries, but he hit the national stage the next season when he was named the Most Outstanding Player at the CWS as Vandy’s starting second baseman. He transitioned to shortstop for his junior year and projects to stay at the position long-term.


While scouting director Deric Ladnier said he had settled on Swanson as the top pick in February, it took the D-backs until the signing deadline to sign him for $6.5 million. The start of his pro career was delayed after he was hit in the face with a pitch delivered by righthander Yoan Lopez in a simulated game at Arizona’s training complex, resulting in lacerations and a mild concussion. He finally reported in August to short-season Hillsboro, where he remained for the rest of the summer and helped the Hops win the Northwest League championship, before returning to Arizona in September to participate in instructional league.


With the Hops, Swanson hit .289/.394/.482 with seven doubles, three triples and one home run. And although he didn’t tear the cover off the ball in the playoffs, Swanson drew six walks, the most of anyone in the four-team Northwest League tournament. He also had a five-hit game on Sept. 3 against Boise.


Swanson projects to be an above-average to plus big league player, with outstanding leadership qualities, ease of operation and off-the-charts makeup. A well-rounded player with no significant weaknesses in his toolkit, Swanson helps his team in every aspect of the game and handles pressure well. Offensively, he is a patient hitter with an advanced approach at the plate. A prototypical No. 2 hitter, he uses a quick, compact line drive swing that will produce plenty of doubles but also with enough power to project 10-15 home runs per year in the big leagues. He’s a plus runner with the smarts to collect his share of stolen bases. Already rated as the best defensive infielder in the system, Swanson has the athleticism and instincts to be a solid defender with an accurate, average arm that plays up because he gets rid of the ball quickly. Most importantly, Swanson brings a “top-step” mentality to the field. Like the D-backs’ 2009 first-round pick and current center fielder A.J. Pollock, Swanson has premium makeup that will allow his tools to consistently play up.


Swanson should make a rapid ascent through the system. He would have advanced to high Class A Visalia in his debut if not for the injury he sustained in the simulated game, and he’ll head to the California League in 2016 for his full-season debut. He could get to Double-A Mobile at some point in the season. Swanson is Arizona’s shortstop of the near future, with perennial all-star potential. Conservatively, Swanson should reach the big leagues by 2017, but he has the all-around game to potentially accelerate that timetable to reach the majors in 2016.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R


	H







	2015


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	SS


	.289


	22


	83


	19


	24







	Minor League Totals


	.289


	22


	83


	19


	24












	Year


	Club (League)


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI


	BB







	2015


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	7


	3


	1


	11


	14







	Minor League Totals


	7


	3


	1


	11


	14












	Year


	Club (League)


	SO


	SB


	CS


	OBP


	SLG







	2015


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	14


	0


	0


	.394


	.482







	Minor League Totals


	14


	0


	0


	.394


	.482











2 AARON BLAIR, RHP


[image: Image]




BA GRADE


55


Risk: Medium





Born: May 26, 1992. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-5. Wt.: 230. Drafted: Marshall, 2013 (1st round supplemental). Signed by: Rick Matsko.


Blair has zipped through the minors since becoming Marshall’s highest drafted player as the 36th overall pick in 2013. He spent time at both Double-A Mobile and Triple-A Reno in 2015, ranking among the Top 20 Prospects in both the Southern and Pacific Coast leagues. In addition, he pitched for USA Baseball’s silver-medal Pan Am Games team, starting against Cuba. The key to Blair’s success is a heavy 91-95 mph fastball that features plus downward plane, allowing him to keep balls on the ground and inducing weak contact. He gets swings and misses with an 11-to-5 curveball that he throws in the 72-76 mph range. The pitch has improved from below-average to flash plus at times. His best secondary offering is a plus changeup in the 81-84 mph range that he uses to pitch to contact. He also introduced an occasional fringy slider in 2015 that gets slurvy at 82-84 mph. Blair is an effective strike-thrower whose big hands and clean delivery give him plus command, and he does a good job of pitching to his strengths. He’s athletic for his size and repeats his delivery, projecting as a workhorse with a knack for going deep into his starts. Blair will make his big league debut sometime in 2016. His groundball pitching style should make him well-suited for hitter-friendly Chase Field.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2013


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	SS


	1


	1


	2.9


	8


	8







	 


	South Bend (MWL)


	LoA


	0


	2


	3.57


	3


	3







	2014


	South Bend (MWL)


	LoA


	1


	2


	4.04


	6


	6







	 


	Visalia (CAL)


	HiA


	4


	2


	4.35


	13


	13







	 


	Mobile (SL)


	AA


	4


	1


	1.94


	8


	8







	2015


	Mobile (SL)


	AA


	6


	3


	2.7


	13


	13







	 


	Reno (PCL)


	AAA


	7


	2


	3.16


	13


	12







	Minor League Totals


	23


	13


	3.22


	64


	63












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2013


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	0


	0


	31


	25


	2







	 


	South Bend (MWL)


	0


	0


	18


	19


	0







	2014


	South Bend (MWL)


	1


	0


	36


	25


	2







	 


	Visalia (CAL)


	0


	0


	72


	70


	6







	 


	Mobile (SL)


	0


	0


	46


	30


	4







	2015


	Mobile (SL)


	1


	0


	83


	70


	8







	 


	Reno (PCL)


	0


	0


	77


	67


	5







	Minor League Totals


	2


	0


	363


	306


	27












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2013


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	13


	28


	8.1


	1.23


	.225







	 


	South Bend (MWL)


	4


	13


	6.6


	1.3


	.279







	2014


	South Bend (MWL)


	14


	44


	11.1


	1.09


	.188







	 


	Visalia (CAL)


	21


	81


	10.1


	1.26


	.251







	 


	Mobile (SL)


	16


	46


	8.9


	0.99


	.185







	2015


	Mobile (SL)


	23


	64


	6.9


	1.12


	.231







	 


	Reno (PCL)


	27


	56


	6.5


	1.22


	.236







	Minor League Totals


	118


	332


	8.2


	1.17


	.228











3 BRADEN SHIPLEY, RHP


[image: Image]




BA GRADE


55


Risk: High





Born: Feb. 22, 1992. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-3. Wt.: 190. Drafted: Nevada, 2013 (1st round). Signed by: John Bartsch.


For the first time as a pro, Shipley’s inexperience seemed to hinder him. He became the first-ever first-round pick from the University of Nevada when the Diamondbacks selected him 15th overall. The former college shortstop spent the entire 2015 season at Double-A Mobile, taking the ball every fifth start but struggling with mechanical issues and the consistency of his breaking ball in the first half. Still, he ranked among the Southern League leaders with a 3.50 ERA and 157 innings, and he improved significantly in the second half, recording a 2.66 ERA in 85 innings with a walk rate of 2.0 per nine innings. Shipley functions as a fifth infielder on the mound thanks to his plus athleticism and shortstop background. Even during his early-season struggles, he maintained his arm speed and kept his fastball in the 93-96 mph range with plus life. Shipley gets good downhill angle on his pitches, with a plus hammer curveball up to 84 mph coming out of the same slot as his fastball with big, late break. Both pitches are tough for batters to identify. Equally effective is a changeup from 83-85 mph that he can throw in any count. Shipley got back on track later in the season and should be ready to tackle Triple-A Reno in 2016. He projects as a quality No. 3 starter in the big leagues.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2013


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	SS


	0


	2


	7.58


	8


	8







	 


	South Bend (MWL)


	LoA


	0


	1


	2.61


	4


	4







	2014


	South Bend (MWL)


	LoA


	4


	2


	3.74


	8


	8







	 


	Visalia (CAL)


	HiA


	2


	4


	4.03


	10


	10







	 


	Mobile (SL)


	AA


	1


	2


	3.60


	4


	4







	2015


	Mobile (SL)


	AA


	9


	11


	3.50


	28


	27







	Minor League Totals


	16


	22


	3.83


	62


	61












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2013


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	0


	0


	19


	30


	1







	 


	South Bend (MWL)


	0


	0


	21


	14


	2







	2014


	South Bend (MWL)


	0


	0


	46


	46


	1







	 


	Visalia (CAL)


	0


	0


	60


	57


	7







	 


	Mobile (SL)


	0


	0


	20


	14


	3







	2015


	Mobile (SL)


	1


	0


	157


	147


	7







	Minor League Totals


	1


	0


	322


	308


	21












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2013


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	6


	24


	11.4


	1.89


	.357







	 


	South Bend (MWL)


	8


	16


	7.0


	1.06


	.194







	2014


	South Bend (MWL)


	11


	41


	8.1


	1.25


	.263







	 


	Visalia (CAL)


	21


	68


	10.1


	1.29


	.258







	 


	Mobile (SL)


	10


	18


	8.1


	1.20


	.203







	2015


	Mobile (SL)


	56


	118


	6.8


	1.30


	.249







	Minor League Totals


	112


	285


	8.0


	1.30


	.254











4 ARCHIE BRADLEY, RHP


[image: Image]




BA GRADE


55


Risk: High





Born: Aug. 10, 1992. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-4. Wt.: 235. Drafted: HS—Broken Arrow, Okla., 2011 (1st round). Signed by: Kyle Denny


Bradley signed for $5 million as the seventh overall pick in 2011 and made his big league debut on April 11, 2015, tossing six scoreless innings to beat the Dodgers. Early in his fourth outing he was struck in the face with a 115 mph line drive off the bat of the Rockies’ Carlos Gonzalez and narrowly escaped serious injury. He later developed shoulder tendinitis that shut him down in early June. He made just six minor league starts after that and did not receive a September callup, pitching in instructional league instead. Bradley’s fastball sat 92-95 mph and touched 96 in instructional league after sitting at 93 in the majors. He hides his heater well, and the pitch gets on batters quickly. His best secondary pitch is an above-average, low-80s power curveball. Scouts haven’t seen improvement in his firm, mid-80s changeup, and he plans to focus on its development in 2016. The below-average 88-91 mph cutter that Bradley developed in 2014 was shelved during the season, but he started working on it again in instructs. He still struggles to command his pitches but worked on simplifying his delivery late in 2015 in order to better repeat it. Because he leans so heavily on two pitches and struggles with command, Bradley may move to the bullpen. His spring performance will determining his 2016 role.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2013


	Visalia (CAL)


	HiA


	2


	0


	1.26


	5


	5







	 


	Mobile (SL)


	AA


	12


	5


	1.97


	21


	21







	2014


	Reno (PCL)


	AAA


	1


	4


	5.18


	5


	5







	 


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	R


	0


	0


	4.50


	1


	1







	 


	Mobile (SL)


	AA


	2


	3


	4.12


	12


	12







	2015


	Arizona (NL)


	MAJ


	2


	3


	5.80


	8


	8







	 


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	R


	0


	0


	0.00


	1


	1







	 


	Visalia (CAL)


	HiA


	0


	0


	4.50


	1


	1







	 


	Reno (PCL)


	AAA


	1


	0


	2.95


	4


	4







	Major League Totals


	2


	3


	5.80


	8


	8







	Minor League Totals


	30


	18


	3.11


	79


	78












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2013


	Visalia (CAL)


	0


	0


	29


	22


	1







	 


	Mobile (SL)


	2


	0


	123


	93


	5







	2014


	Reno (PCL)


	0


	0


	24


	26


	0







	 


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	0


	0


	4


	5


	0







	 


	Mobile (SL)


	1


	0


	55


	45


	2







	2015


	Arizona (NL)


	0


	0


	36


	36


	3







	 


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	0


	0


	4


	2


	0







	 


	Visalia (CAL)


	0


	0


	4


	3


	2







	 


	Reno (PCL)


	0


	0


	21


	26


	3







	Major League Totals


	0


	0


	36


	36


	3







	Minor League Totals


	3


	0


	402


	310


	19












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2013


	Visalia (CAL)


	10


	43


	13.5


	1.12


	.218







	 


	Mobile (SL)


	59


	119


	8.7


	1.23


	.214







	2014


	Reno (PCL)


	12


	23


	8.5


	1.56


	.277







	 


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	1


	6


	13.5


	1.50


	.278







	 


	Mobile (SL)


	36


	46


	7.6


	1.48


	.231







	2015


	Arizona (NL)


	22


	23


	5.8


	1.63


	.267







	 


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	3


	6


	13.5


	1.25


	.143







	 


	Visalia (CAL)


	2


	6


	13.5


	1.25


	.200







	 


	Reno (PCL)


	5


	20


	8.4


	1.45


	.302







	Major League Totals


	22


	23


	5.8


	1.63


	.267







	Minor League Totals


	212


	425


	9.5


	1.30


	.215











5 BRANDON DRURY, 3B/2B
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BA GRADE


50


Risk: Low





Born: Aug. 21, 1992. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-1. Wt.: 215. Drafted: HS—Grants Pass, Ore., 2010 (13th round). Signed by: Brett Evert (Braves).


Drury made it to the big leagues in his third season in the organization after being acquired in the January 2013 trade that sent Justin Upton to the Braves. He headed back to Double-A Mobile after a strong spring but got off to a slow start before earning a midseason promotion to Triple-A Reno and making his big league debut in September. Primarily a third baseman before 2015, Drury split time at both the hot corner and second base. He’s a solid defender at third but lacks the quick feet to give him much range at second. Scouts believe he’s good enough to handle the keystone in the big leagues. Regardless of where he winds up on the field, his bat will carry him. Drury has a short stroke and good bat-head awareness, with doubles power right now but the potential for 20 homers down the road. One scout chalked his early struggles up to overactive feet in the batter’s box, which deprived Drury of a good hitting base. While he is a well below-average runner, he has the ability to slow down the game. With Jake Lamb and Chris Owings ahead of him on the big league depth chart, Drury may wind up back at Reno for more seasoning—but he’s nearly ready.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R


	H







	2013


	South Bend (MWL)


	LoA


	.302


	134


	526


	78


	159







	2014


	Visalia (CAL)


	HiA


	.300


	107


	430


	73


	129







	 


	Mobile (SL)


	AA


	.295


	29


	105


	12


	31







	2015


	Mobile (SL)


	AA


	.278


	67


	273


	22


	76







	 


	Reno (PCL)


	AAA


	.331


	63


	251


	43


	83







	 


	Arizona (NL)


	MAJ


	.214


	20


	56


	3


	12







	Major League Totals


	.214


	20


	56


	3


	12







	Minor League Totals


	.285


	638


	2487


	335


	710












	Year


	Club (League)


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI


	BB







	2013


	South Bend (MWL)


	51


	4


	15


	85


	47







	2014


	Visalia (CAL)


	35


	1


	19


	81


	41







	 


	Mobile (SL)


	7


	0


	4


	14


	7







	2015


	Mobile (SL)


	14


	1


	3


	36


	11







	 


	Reno (PCL)


	26


	0


	2


	25


	21







	 


	Arizona (NL)


	3


	0


	2


	8


	2







	Major League Totals


	3


	0


	2


	8


	2







	Minor League Totals


	185


	10


	60


	363


	162












	Year


	Club (League)


	SO


	SB


	CS


	OBP


	SLG







	2013


	South Bend (MWL)


	92


	1


	1


	.362


	.500







	2014


	Visalia (CAL)


	76


	4


	3


	.366


	.519







	 


	Mobile (SL)


	19


	0


	0


	.345


	.476







	2015


	Mobile (SL)


	41


	4


	5


	.306


	.370







	 


	Reno (PCL)


	35


	0


	2


	.384


	.458







	 


	Arizona (NL)


	8


	0


	0


	.254


	.375







	Major League Totals


	8


	0


	0


	.254


	.375







	Minor League Totals


	421


	17


	17


	.334


	.440











6 YOAN LOPEZ, RHP


[image: Image]




BA GRADE


50


Risk: High





Born: Jan. 2, 1993. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-3. Wt.: 185. Signed: Cuba, 2015. Signed by: De Jon Watson/Dave Stewart/Tony La Russa.


Arizona doled out nearly $22.3 million to sign Lopez and Yasmany Tomas out of Cuba last winter. Lopez signed for $8.25 million, which put the Diamondbacks over their allotted bonus pool for international players and triggered severe penalties. They were hit with a tax equal to nearly the amount of Lopez’s bonus, and they also are forbidden from signing any international prospect for more than $300,000 during the next two signing periods. In his 2015 debut, Lopez missed a month with a blister problem, left Double-A Mobile at one point without permission and hitting No. 1 overall pick Dansby Swanton in the face with a pitch during a simulated game before finally was shut down with elbow discomfort. Lopez should be able to add strength to his slight build as he matures. He flashes plus velocity and a plus slider when he’s on, but his command and velocity can be inconsistent from inning to inning. His fastball regularly sat 90-94 mph during his time in Mobile and reached as high as 98 in the fall. The pitch has arm-side run but lacks deception, and his command of the pitch is below-average. Lopez’s 78-82 mph curveball with hard spin is his best secondary pitch, though it can get slurvy at times. A fringe-average changeup in the low 80s is clearly his third pitch, and he uses a high-80s slider infrequently. Lopez, who threw 24 innings in the Arizona Fall League, strikes many scouts as a future reliever. He will be able to address his makeup issues as he repeats Mobile in 2016.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2013


	Isla de la Juventud (CNS)


	CNS


	3


	1


	3.12


	7


	7







	2014


	Did not play







	2015


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	R


	1


	0


	0.00


	1


	1







	 


	Mobile (SL)


	AA


	1


	6


	4.69


	10


	9







	Minor League Totals


	2


	6


	4.17


	11


	10












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2013


	Isla de la Juventud (CNS)


	1


	0


	49


	49


	2







	2014


	Did not play







	2015


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	0


	0


	6


	3


	0







	 


	Mobile (SL)


	0


	0


	48


	46


	4







	Minor League Totals


	0


	0


	54


	49


	4












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2013


	Isla de la Juventud (CNS)


	11


	28


	5.1


	1.22


	--







	2014


	Did not play







	2015


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	0


	6


	9.0


	0.50


	.158







	 


	Mobile (SL)


	24


	32


	6.0


	1.46


	.261







	Minor League Totals


	24


	38


	6.3


	1.35


	.251











7 ALEX YOUNG, LHP


[image: Image]




BA GRADE


50


Risk: High





Born: Sept. 9, 1993. B-T: L-L. Ht.: 6-2. Wt.: 205. Drafted: Texas Christian, 2015 (2nd round). Signed by: J.R. Salinas.


Young spent two years in Texas Christian’s bullpen, but improved fastball command allowed him to move to the rotation in 2015. Arizona selected him with the first pick of the second round and signed him for $1,431,400. Because Young threw 97 innings for TCU, which began its season in mid-February and ran through the College World Series, Arizona limited him to 10 pro innings, counting the short-season Northwest League playoffs. Young has a really good feel for his plus slider, which already rates as the best in the organization. It’s a really sharp pitch with a deep release, and he manipulates its break and length. He gets swings and misses on a sneaky, 88-93 mph fastball with sink and tail down in the zone. Young still is developing a mid-80s change-up that has late fade, and it projects to be an average pitch in time. He commands everything in his arsenal and stands out for his ability to set up hitters and throw all pitches in all counts, inducing weak contact from hitters. Young will get the chance in 2016 to prove that he’s got the repertoire to stay in the rotation. He could move quickly to high Class A Visalia if he pitches well, and he has a ceiling as a No. 4 starter.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2015


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	R


	0


	0


	0.00


	1


	1







	 


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	SS


	0


	0


	1.50


	6


	1







	Minor League Totals


	0


	0


	1.29


	7


	2












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2015


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	0


	0


	1


	0


	0







	 


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	0


	1


	6


	5


	0







	Minor League Totals


	0


	1


	7


	5


	0












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2015


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	0


	1


	9.0


	0.00


	.000







	 


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	1


	5


	7.5


	1.00


	.238







	Minor League Totals


	1


	6


	7.7


	0.86


	.208











8 SOCRATES BRITO, OF


[image: Image]




BA GRADE


50


Risk: Medium





Born: Sept. 6, 1992. B-T: L-L. Ht.: 6-2. Wt.: 200. Signed: Dominican Republic, 2010. Signed by: Junior Noboa.


Brito started turning his tantalizing tools into production in 2014 at high Class A Visalia, then raised expectations even higher in 2015 with a solid year at Double-A Mobile, especially in the second half when he hit .347/.398/.540 with seven of his nine home runs. The Diamondbacks named Brito the organization’s minor league player of the year, and he capped his season by playing well as a September callup. Brito got stronger in 2015 without losing any speed, making him a potential power-speed threat. While his bat speed isn’t great, he’s got strength in his upper body and strokes line drives to the gaps. He developed a better approach at the plate and made more consistent contact in 2015, lowering his strikeout rate from 19 percent in 2014 to 16 percent in 2015. He still tends to struggle against lefthanders, though. Brito has double-plus speed that helped him lead the minors with 15 triples. He has the range for any outfield position, and his plus arm ranks as one of the best outfield arms in the system. Brito’s lack of polish, combined with the D-backs’ outfield depth, means that he probably will open 2016 at Triple-A Reno. He could be an extra outfielder on the low end or a regular right fielder on the high end.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R


	H







	2013


	South Bend (MWL)


	LoA


	.264


	129


	523


	61


	138







	2014


	Visalia (CAL)


	HiA


	.293


	128


	518


	82


	152







	2015


	Mobile (SL)


	AA


	.300


	129


	490


	70


	147







	 


	Arizona (NL)


	MAJ


	.303


	18


	33


	5


	10







	Major League Totals


	.303


	18


	33


	5


	10







	Minor League Totals


	.288


	532


	2128


	300


	613












	Year


	Club (League)


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI


	BB







	2013


	South Bend (MWL)


	24


	9


	2


	49


	37







	2014


	Visalia (CAL)


	30


	5


	10


	62


	36







	2015


	Mobile (SL)


	17


	15


	9


	57


	29







	 


	Arizona (NL)


	3


	1


	0


	1


	1







	Major League Totals


	3


	1


	0


	1


	1







	Minor League Totals


	93


	42


	26


	244


	145












	Year


	Club (League)


	SO


	SB


	CS


	OBP


	SLG







	2013


	South Bend (MWL)


	124


	27


	9


	.313


	.356







	2014


	Visalia (CAL)


	109


	38


	10


	.339


	.429







	2015


	Mobile (SL)


	84


	20


	6


	.339


	.451







	 


	Arizona (NL)


	7


	1


	0


	.324


	.455







	Major League Totals


	7


	1


	0


	.324


	.455







	Minor League Totals


	455


	118


	48


	.333


	.408











9 ISAN DIAZ, SS/2B
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BA GRADE


55


Risk: Extreme





Born: May 27, 1996. B-T: L-R. Ht.: 5-10. Wt.: 185. Drafted: HS—Springfield, Mass., 2014 (2nd round supplemental). Signed by: Mike Serbalik.


Drafted in 2014 with the 70th overall pick, Diaz is a Puerto Rico product by way of a Massachusetts high school. After a modest pro debut, he earned MVP honors in the Rookie-level Pioneer League in 2015, leading the league in multiple hitting categories. Diaz ranked as the No. 3 prospect in the league, trailing only a pair of high first-round picks from the 2015 draft class. An offseason mechanical adjustment giving his swing more leverage helped Diaz develop confidence. He has an uncanny ability to find the barrel and makes plenty of hard contact, and he led the PL in slugging (.640) and extra-base hits (44). He has slightly below-average speed but gets good jumps and is a good baserunner. While Diaz has played mostly shortstop, he projects best as an offensive-minded second baseman. He has the first-step quickness to stay in the middle field, with range, footwork and speed better suited for second. His slightly below-average arm could improve with maturity and work ethic. Diaz maintained his momentum during instructional league and could hit his way up this list significantly in 2016. He will head to low Class A Kane County in 2016.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R


	H







	2014


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	R


	.187


	49


	182


	22


	34







	2015


	Missoula (PIO)


	R


	.360


	68


	272


	58


	98







	Minor League Totals


	.291


	117


	454


	80


	132












	Year


	Club (League)


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI


	BB







	2014


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	7


	5


	3


	21


	25







	2015


	Missoula (PIO)


	25


	6


	13


	51


	34







	Minor League Totals


	32


	11


	16


	72


	59












	Year


	Club (League)


	SO


	SB


	CS


	OBP


	SLG







	2014


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	56


	6


	5


	.289


	.330







	2015


	Missoula (PIO)


	65


	12


	7


	.436


	.640







	Minor League Totals


	121


	18


	12


	.377


	.515











10 PETER O’BRIEN, C/OF


[image: Image]




BA GRADE


50


Risk: High





Born: July 15, 1990. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-3. Wt.: 215. Drafted: Miami, 2012 (2nd round). Signed by: Carlos Marti (Yankees).


O’Brien has been one of the most prolific home run hitters in the minors since his debut in the Yankees system in 2012. He has hit 60 in just the past two seasons. Acquired in a 2014 deadline deal for Martin Prado, O’Brien did not seize the Diamondbacks’ vacant catching spot in spring 2015, so he shifted to the outfield and made it to Phoenix in September, hitting his first homer off Astros ace Dallas Keuchel. O’Brien spent the bulk of his first three seasons as a catcher—his preferred position—showing the needed desire and work ethic but lacking flexibility, lateral mobility and receiving polish. After developing throwing issues, O’Brien spent the bulk of the Triple-A Reno season playing the outfield corners. He’s a below-average defender at any position, despite arm strength and some athleticism. At the plate, he generates top-of-the-scale raw power from his strength and bat speed, but his long swing and high strikeout rate make him susceptible high-end pitchers. O’Brien will give catching another try in 2016, and it’s his best path to a big league job. He could wind up back in Reno, because both his defense and plate approach require polish.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R


	H







	2013


	Charleston, SC (SAL)


	LoA


	.325


	53


	194


	47


	63







	 


	Tampa (FSL)


	HiA


	.265


	66


	253


	31


	67







	2014


	Tampa (FSL)


	HiA


	.321


	30


	112


	19


	36







	 


	Trenton (EL)


	AA


	.245


	72


	274


	47


	67







	 


	Mobile (SL)


	AA


	.385


	4


	13


	1


	5







	2015


	Reno (PCL)


	AAA


	.284


	131


	490


	77


	139







	 


	Arizona (NL)


	MAJ


	.400


	8


	10


	1


	4







	Major League Totals


	.400


	8


	10


	1


	4







	Minor League Totals


	.273


	408


	1548


	251


	422












	Year


	Club (League)


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI


	BB







	2013


	Charleston, SC (SAL)


	22


	1


	11


	41


	22







	 


	Tampa (FSL)


	17


	3


	11


	55


	19







	2014


	Tampa (FSL)


	9


	1


	10


	19


	4







	 


	Trenton (EL)


	14


	1


	23


	51


	16







	 


	Mobile (SL)


	0


	0


	1


	4


	1







	2015


	Reno (PCL)


	35


	9


	26


	107


	31







	 


	Arizona (NL)


	1


	0


	1


	3


	2







	Major League Totals


	1


	0


	1


	3


	2







	Minor League Totals


	107


	15


	92


	311


	103












	Year


	Club (League)


	SO


	SB


	CS


	OBP


	SLG







	2013


	Charleston, SC (SAL)


	58


	0


	0


	.394


	.619







	 


	Tampa (FSL)


	76


	0


	1


	.314


	.486







	2014


	Tampa (FSL)


	29


	0


	0


	.353


	.688







	 


	Trenton (EL)


	77


	0


	0


	.296


	.555







	 


	Mobile (SL)


	5


	0


	0


	.429


	.615







	2015


	Reno (PCL)


	124


	1


	3


	.332


	.551







	 


	Arizona (NL)


	5


	0


	0


	.500


	.800







	Major League Totals


	5


	0


	0


	.500


	.800







	Minor League Totals


	431


	1


	5


	.323


	.539











11 GABBY GUERRERO, OF




BA GRADE


50


Risk: High





Born: Dec. 11, 1993. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-3. Wt.: 190. Signed: Dominican Republic, 2011. Signed by: Patrick Guerrero/Bob Engle/Franklin Taveras Jr. (Mariners).


The Diamondbacks acquired Guerrero, the nephew of 2004 American League MVP Vladimir Guerrero, from the Mariners in June 2015 as part of the return for Mark Trumbo. After a solid year at high Class A High Desert in 2014, when he hit .307 with 18 home runs and 18 stolen bases, Guerrero struggled at the Double-A level in 2015, hitting just .222/.258/.343 with seven homers in 126 games at Jackson and Mobile. He models his game after that of his uncle but lacks the same once-in-a-generation talent. Guerrero’s approach and pitch recognition are subpar, but he continues to tantalize with his tools, including double-plus raw power and a double-plus arm strength. He has strong hands and a loose swing but doesn’t make enough contact to get to that power, striking out 22 percent of the time in 2015. The ball sounds different coming off his bat when he does connect, however. Guerrero is an average runner and average defender in right field, where he recorded 15 assists in 2015 with a strong, accurate arm. Guerrero will need to repeat Double-A Mobile in 2016, when he must either improve his approach or hit for a lot more power.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R


	H







	2013


	Clinton (MWL)


	LoA


	.271


	125


	469


	60


	127







	2014


	High Desert (CAL)


	HiA


	.307


	131


	538


	97


	165







	2015


	Jackson (SL)


	AA


	.215


	48


	177


	22


	38







	 


	Mobile (SL)


	AA


	.226


	78


	283


	29


	64







	Minor League Totals


	.277


	507


	1933


	287


	535












	Year


	Club (League)


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI


	BB







	2013


	Clinton (MWL)


	23


	3


	4


	50


	21







	2014


	High Desert (CAL)


	28


	2


	18


	96


	34







	2015


	Jackson (SL)


	10


	0


	2


	15


	12







	 


	Mobile (SL)


	15


	5


	5


	32


	11







	Minor League Totals


	99


	14


	45


	279


	116












	Year


	Club (League)


	SO


	SB


	CS


	OBP


	SLG







	2013


	Clinton (MWL)


	113


	12


	3


	.303


	.358







	2014


	High Desert (CAL)


	131


	18


	6


	.347


	.467







	2015


	Jackson (SL)


	48


	3


	0


	.262


	.305







	 


	Mobile (SL)


	60


	8


	2


	.256


	.367







	Minor League Totals


	422


	49


	20


	.316


	.412











12 JACK REINHEIMER, SS/2B




BA GRADE


45


Risk: Medium





Born: July 19, 1992. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-1. Wt.: 186. Drafted: East Carolina, 2013 (5th round). Signed by: Devitt Moore (Mariners).


Reinheimer began his career in the Mariners organization after being drafted from East Carolina in the fifth round in 2013. Seattle traded him to the Diamondbacks two years later, in June 2015, as one of four players they used to acquire Mark Trumbo from Arizona. Reinheimer profiles best as a utility player who consistently plays above his tools. He is a reliable defender at both shortstop and second base, with good footwork and instincts and an average, accurate arm. He’s a patient hitter who puts together good at-bats, but a lack of strength limits his bat speed and leaves him with very little power. Reinheimer is an above-average runner who has swiped 78 bases in three seasons, including 21 in 27 tries in 2015. After a full season at the Double-A level and a second straight year in the Arizona Fall League, Reinheimer should be ready to move to Triple-A Reno in 2016. Scouts are certain that he has a major league future, with his first callup on the horizon.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R


	H







	2013


	Everett (NWL)


	SS


	.269


	66


	249


	39


	67







	2014


	Clinton (MWL)


	LoA


	.264


	110


	436


	69


	115







	 


	High Desert (CAL)


	HiA


	.341


	20


	85


	15


	29







	2015


	Jackson (SL)


	AA


	.277


	48


	202


	25


	56







	 


	Mobile (SL)


	AA


	.265


	76


	283


	39


	75







	Minor League Totals


	.273


	320


	1255


	187


	342












	Year


	Club (League)


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI


	BB







	2013


	Everett (NWL)


	6


	1


	2


	30


	32







	2014


	Clinton (MWL)


	17


	4


	2


	46


	39







	 


	High Desert (CAL)


	5


	1


	1


	12


	4







	2015


	Jackson (SL)


	10


	1


	1


	16


	14







	 


	Mobile (SL)


	14


	2


	4


	26


	37







	Minor League Totals


	52


	9


	10


	130


	126












	Year


	Club (League)


	SO


	SB


	CS


	OBP


	SLG







	2013


	Everett (NWL)


	51


	18


	5


	.359


	.325







	2014


	Clinton (MWL)


	76


	34


	9


	.333


	.335







	 


	High Desert (CAL)


	12


	5


	2


	.367


	.459







	2015


	Jackson (SL)


	39


	12


	1


	.323


	.351







	 


	Mobile (SL)


	54


	9


	5


	.355


	.371







	Minor League Totals


	232


	78


	22


	.344


	.352











13 DOMINGO LEYBA, SS




BA GRADE


50


Risk: High





Born: Sept. 11, 1995. B-T: B-R. Ht.: 5-11. Wt.: 160. Signed: Dominican Republic, 2012. Signed by: Miguel Rodriguez/Carlos Santana/Ramon Perez/Miguel Garcia (Tigers).


The Tigers signed Leyba for $400,000 in July 2012, then placed him on the fast track in 2014, when he closed the year as an 18-year-old at low Class A West Virginia–he was promoted to the Whitecaps when Willy Adames was traded to the Rays. Detroit then traded him to the Diamondbacks in December 2014 as part of the three-team deal in which Arizona also acquired lefthander Robbie Ray and shipped shortstop Didi Gregorius to the Yankees. The D-backs continued Leyba’s accelerated development program by assigning him to high Class A Visalia as a 19-year-old in 2015. To increase the degree of difficulty, they shifted him to shortstop full time after he had played mostly second base up to that point. Leyba struggled at the plate in 2015 in the hitter-friendly California League, though he improved markedly in the second half, when he hit .250 with 19 of his 28 extra-base hits. He is a fundamentally sound player who lacks flashy tools, but he has a quick bat, strong hands and a good feel for the barrel from both sides of the plate. He has below-average power and will struggle to reach double-digit homers. A below-average runner, Leyba is quick rather than fast, with a good first step. Evaluators were impressed with his defense at shortstop, grading him as an above-average defender with good hands and instincts. A quick release allows his average arm to play up. If the D-backs slow Leyba’s timetable, he could return to Visalia for at least part of 2016.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R


	H







	2013


	Tigers (DSL)


	R


	.348


	57


	201


	51


	70







	2014


	Connecticut (NYP)


	SS


	.264


	37


	144


	20


	38







	 


	West Michigan (MWL)


	LoA


	.397


	30


	116


	20


	46







	2015


	Visalia (CAL)


	HiA


	.237


	124


	514


	60


	122







	Minor League Totals


	.283


	248


	975


	151


	276












	Year


	Club (League)


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI


	BB







	2013


	Tigers (DSL)


	15


	8


	5


	36


	34







	2014


	Connecticut (NYP)


	11


	1


	1


	17


	8







	 


	West Michigan (MWL)


	7


	0


	1


	7


	6







	2015


	Visalia (CAL)


	21


	5


	2


	43


	26







	Minor League Totals


	54


	14


	9


	103


	74












	Year


	Club (League)


	SO


	SB


	CS


	OBP


	SLG







	2013


	Tigers (DSL)


	26


	16


	8


	.446


	.577







	2014


	Connecticut (NYP)


	17


	1


	2


	.303


	.375







	 


	West Michigan (MWL)


	13


	1


	2


	.431


	.483







	2015


	Visalia (CAL)


	90


	10


	6


	.277


	.309







	Minor League Totals


	146


	28


	18


	.337


	.395











14 TAYLOR CLARKE, RHP




BA GRADE


50


Risk: High





Born: May 13, 1993. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-4. Wt.: 200. Drafted: College of Charleston, 2015 (3rd round). Signed by: George Swain.


Clarke began his college career at Towson but missed his sophomore year after having Tommy John surgery, then transferred to the College of Charleston for his final year after Towson nearly cut its baseball program. He signed for $801,900 before heading to short-season Hillsboro, where he worked in relief to break into pro ball slowly. Clarke helped the Hops win the Northwest League title while not allowing a run in 23 regular-season and playoff innings. He has a solid, muscular build, coupled with a solid three-pitch mix and above-average control, which is why he will move back to the rotation in 2016. He gets good angle on his fastball and pitches with deception, and his fastball sits at 90-93 mph as a starter and peaks at 96 out of the bullpen. Clarke’s advanced fastball command allows him to move the ball in and out and to change the batter’s eye level. His above-average slider has downer action from a high three-quarters slot, which he uses to expand the zone. He also deals an average changeup that he didn’t need to use much in Hillsboro. He repeats his delivery and effectively executes his game plan. Clarke projects as a No. 4 starter and will next head to low Class A Kane County in 2016.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2015


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	SS


	0


	0


	0.00


	13


	0







	Minor League Totals


	0


	0


	0.00


	13


	0












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2015


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	0


	3


	21


	8


	0







	Minor League Totals


	0


	3


	21


	8


	0












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2015


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	4


	27


	11.6


	0.57


	.114







	Minor League Totals


	4


	27


	11.6


	0.57


	.114











15 ANTHONY BANDA, LHP




BA GRADE


50


Risk: High





Born: Aug. 10, 1993. B-T: L-L. Ht.: 6-2. Wt.: 190. Drafted: San Jacinto (Texas) JC, 2012 (10th round). Signed by: Brian Sankey (Brewers).


The Diamondbacks picked up Banda from the Brewers when they traded Gerardo Parra to Milwaukee in July 2014. Arizona had previously drafted Banda out of high school in 2011 but failed to sign him. They key to his improvement at high Class A Visalia in 2015 was improving his command and lowering his walk rate to 2.3 per nine innings. The extreme hitting environments of the California League can be unforgiving to young pitchers, but Banda recorded a 3.32 ERA and struck out 152 batters to rank seventh in the minors. He has a big arm and a smooth, effortless delivery. He gets good movement on his fastball that ranges from 88-95 mph and sits at 91-92. Banda’s best pitch is a curveball from 72-78 mph that grades as at least an average offering. His 81-85 mph changeup with down movement is a putaway pitch when it’s working. Because he repeats his delivery and effectively sequences his pitches, Banda is a safe bet to eventually reach the big leagues, health permitting. He projects as at least a back-end starter as he heads to Double-A Mobile in 2016.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2013


	Helena (PIO)


	R


	3


	4


	4.45


	14


	14







	2014


	Wisconsin (MWL)


	LoA


	6


	6


	3.66


	20


	14







	 


	South Bend (MWL)


	LoA


	3


	0


	1.54


	6


	6







	2015


	Visalia (CAL)


	HiA


	8


	8


	3.32


	28


	27







	Minor League Totals


	22


	21


	3.69


	82


	65












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2013


	Helena (PIO)


	0


	0


	61


	64


	7







	2014


	Wisconsin (MWL)


	0


	2


	84


	84


	4







	 


	South Bend (MWL)


	0


	0


	35


	32


	2







	2015


	Visalia (CAL)


	1


	0


	152


	150


	8







	Minor League Totals


	1


	2


	373


	384


	24












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2013


	Helena (PIO)


	25


	45


	6.7


	1.47


	.274







	2014


	Wisconsin (MWL)


	38


	83


	8.9


	1.46


	.263







	 


	South Bend (MWL)


	7


	34


	8.7


	1.11


	.237







	2015


	Visalia (CAL)


	39


	152


	9.0


	1.25


	.260







	Minor League Totals


	133


	357


	8.6


	1.39


	.267











16 WEI-CHIEH HUANG, RHP




BA GRADE


50


Risk: High





Born: Sept. 26, 1993. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-1. Wt.: 170. Signed: Taiwan, 2014. Signed by: Tzu Yao Wei.


The Diamondbacks signed the 20-year-old Huang in July 2014 for $450,000 after he pitched at the National Taiwan University of Physical Education and Sport. Arizona got a sneak preview earlier in 2014 when the slender righthander pitched at their training complex in Scottsdale, Ariz. Huang pitched impressively in 2015 during his pro debut at low Class A Kane County after his season was delayed with a back issue. He went 7-3, 2.00 with 8.0 strikeouts and 1.9 walks per nine innings while holding opponents to a .208 average in 77 innings. Huang’s slender build elicits concern from scouts as to whether he will have the strength and durability to remain in the rotation, but his stuff will play in that role if he holds up. He has good command of a fastball that sits 91-92 mph and touches 94, and his double-plus changeup at 78-81 mph already ranks as the best in the organization. He rounds out his three-pitch arsenal with a low-70s curveball that he can really spin. Huang is ready for a move to high Class A Visalia in 2016.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2015


	Kane County (MWL)


	LoA


	7


	3


	2.00


	15


	12







	Minor League Totals


	7


	3


	2.00


	15


	12












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2015


	Kane County (MWL)


	0


	0


	77


	58


	1







	Minor League Totals


	0


	0


	77


	58


	1












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2015


	Kane County (MWL)


	16


	68


	8.0


	0.97


	.208







	Minor League Totals


	16


	68


	8.0


	0.97


	.208











17 BRAD KELLER, RHP




BA GRADE


50


Risk: High





Born: July 27, 1995. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-5. Wt.: 230. Drafted: HS—Flowery Branch, Ga., 2013 (8th round). Signed by: T.R. Lewis.


Keller put in a strong pro debut in the Rookie-level Arizona League in 2013, striking out 61 in 57 innings, after the Diamondbacks popped him in the eighth round of the draft out of high school. He ran up a 6.95 ERA at Rookie-level Missoula in 2014, however, before getting his career back on track in 2015 at low Class A Kane County. One of the keys to Keller’s improvement was learning to throw a sinker that helped him generate an elite 2-to-1 groundout-to-airout ratio. He also added velocity to his fastball and now sits 91-94 mph and touches 95. He can throw his two-seamer under the hands of righthanders and a four-seamer down in the zone. Keller’s slider and changeup both project to be average pitches, and he has a chance to develop above-average command. Keller won’t turn 21 until midway through 2016 and projects to a ceiling value of No. 3 or 4 starter, but he will need to move one level per year, so expect him to head to high Class A Visalia in 2016.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2013


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	R


	7


	3


	2.22


	13


	12







	 


	Missoula (PIO)


	R


	0


	0


	4.50


	2


	1







	2014


	Missoula (PIO)


	R


	1


	4


	6.95


	8


	8







	 


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	R


	4


	0


	2.30


	6


	3







	 


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	SS


	1


	0


	0.00


	1


	1







	2015


	Kane County (MWL)


	LoA


	8


	9


	2.60


	26


	25







	Minor League Totals


	21


	16


	3.00


	56


	50












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2013


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	0


	0


	57


	53


	2







	 


	Missoula (PIO)


	0


	0


	6


	6


	0







	2014


	Missoula (PIO)


	0


	0


	34


	50


	6







	 


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	0


	0


	31


	30


	2







	 


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	0


	0


	6


	1


	0







	2015


	Kane County (MWL)


	0


	0


	142


	128


	3







	Minor League Totals


	0


	0


	276


	268


	13












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2013


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	26


	61


	9.7


	1.39


	.250







	 


	Missoula (PIO)


	4


	4


	6.0


	1.67


	.261







	2014


	Missoula (PIO)


	18


	30


	8.0


	2.02


	.347







	 


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	9


	20


	5.7


	1.24


	.265







	 


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	1


	8


	12.0


	0.33


	.053







	2015


	Kane County (MWL)


	37


	109


	6.9


	1.16


	.243







	Minor League Totals


	95


	232


	7.6


	1.32


	.258











18 ZACK GODLEY, RHP




BA GRADE


45


Risk: Medium





Born: April 21, 1990. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-3. Wt.: 245. Drafted: Tennessee, 2013 (10th round). Signed by: Keith Ryman/J.P. Davis (Cubs).


A 10th-round pick from Tennessee by the Cubs in 2013, Godley began his pro career as a reliever. Chicago traded him to the Diamondbacks in December 2014 as one of two minor league pitchers exchanged for Miguel Montero. The D-backs thought Godley had starter potential, and they were right. He advanced from high Class A Visalia to the big leagues in his first season with the organization in 2015. He made his major league debut on July 23 against the Brewers, earning the win with six shutout innings. Godley generates plenty of movement on all four of his pitches, though that sometimes results in command issues. He pounds the zone with both a cutting four-seam fastball and a tailing two-seamer that both sit 89-92 mph and touch 94. His cutter is his out pitch that he uses more often than the sinker, and his breaking ball could be called either a slider or a curveball with hard action. Godley uses a Vulcan grip on his 78-84 mph changeup, giving it the down action and late movement of a split-finger fastball. He has good mound presence, repeats his delivery and competes well. Godley projects as a back-end starter or swingman, with a chance to log innings for the D-backs in 2016.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2013


	Cubs (AZL)


	R


	0


	0


	9.00


	1


	0







	 


	Boise (NWL)


	SS


	2


	0


	1.75


	13


	0







	2014


	Kane County (MWL)


	LoA


	1


	1


	1.80


	11


	0







	 


	Daytona (FSL)


	HiA


	3


	2


	3.57


	29


	0







	2015


	Visalia (CAL)


	HiA


	8


	3


	2.27


	14


	12







	 


	Mobile (SL)


	AA


	2


	1


	4.07


	7


	5







	 


	Arizona (NL)


	MAJ


	5


	1


	3.19


	9


	6







	Major League Totals


	5


	1


	3.19


	9


	6







	Minor League Totals


	16


	7


	2.72


	75


	17












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2013


	Cubs (AZL)


	0


	0


	1


	2


	0







	 


	Boise (NWL)


	0


	0


	26


	20


	0







	2014


	Kane County (MWL)


	0


	7


	15


	9


	0







	 


	Daytona (FSL)


	0


	8


	40


	40


	3







	2015


	Visalia (CAL)


	0


	0


	75


	64


	3







	 


	Mobile (SL)


	0


	0


	24


	21


	2







	 


	Arizona (NL)


	0


	0


	37


	29


	4







	Major League Totals


	0


	0


	37


	29


	4







	Minor League Totals


	0


	15


	182


	156


	8












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2013


	Cubs (AZL)


	0


	1


	9.0


	2.00


	.400







	 


	Boise (NWL)


	5


	27


	9.5


	0.97


	.217







	2014


	Kane County (MWL)


	7


	25


	15.0


	1.07


	.170







	 


	Daytona (FSL)


	17


	52


	11.6


	1.41


	.253







	2015


	Visalia (CAL)


	19


	78


	9.3


	1.10


	.228







	 


	Mobile (SL)


	10


	12


	4.4


	1.27


	.244







	 


	Arizona (NL)


	17


	34


	8.3


	1.25


	.227







	Major League Totals


	17


	34


	8.3


	1.25


	.227







	Minor League Totals


	58


	195


	9.7


	1.18


	.231











19 MARCUS WILSON, OF




BA GRADE


55


Risk: Extreme





Born: Aug. 15, 1996. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-3. Wt.: 175. Drafted: HS—Gardena, Calif., 2014 (2nd round supplemental). Signed by: Hal Kurtzman.


The Diamondbacks knew when they selected Wilson that his ascent would be slow. While he remains a long-term project, the 19-year-old showed signs of growth at Rookie-level Missoula in 2015. He improved his pitch recognition and plate discipline but still needs to make more quality contact. While he added muscle to his lean, athletic frame, Wilson needs to get stronger to allow him to tap into his bat speed and drive the ball more frequently. His biggest improvement came with his outfield play. His above-average speed allows him to cover plenty of ground, but he needs to improve his jumps. His slightly below-average arm is enough for center field. Wilson is an aggressive baserunner who gets good jumps. He may not be ready for full-season ball, so a bump up to short-season Hillsboro is entirely possible.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R


	H







	2014


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	R


	.206


	39


	131


	15


	27







	2015


	Missoula (PIO)


	R


	.258


	57


	213


	42


	55







	Minor League Totals


	.238


	96


	344


	57


	82












	Year


	Club (League)


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI


	BB







	2014


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	2


	2


	1


	22


	16







	2015


	Missoula (PIO)


	12


	1


	1


	22


	33







	Minor League Totals


	14


	3


	2


	44


	49












	Year


	Club (League)


	SO


	SB


	CS


	OBP


	SLG







	2014


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	40


	4


	2


	.297


	.275







	2015


	Missoula (PIO)


	61


	7


	4


	.357


	.338







	Minor League Totals


	101


	11


	6


	.335


	.314











20 JOSE MARTINEZ, RHP




BA GRADE


50


Risk: Extreme





Born: Apr. 14, 1994. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-1. Wt.: 160. Signed: Dominican Republic, 2011. Signed by: Junior Noboa.


The Diamondbacks signed Martinez for $55,000 in 2011, and he ranked as one of system’s best pitching prospects until a stress fracture in his right elbow in 2014 derailed his progress. The slight, 6-foot-1 righthander made it back to the mound in late-June 2015 and worked exclusively out of the bullpen. Martinez will be a reliever moving forward, and he took to the role well. He possesses a fastball up to 95 mph and a plus curveball with late bite and tilt, giving him enough upside to project as a possible setup man. He doesn’t always control his breaking ball or fringe changeup, in part because his quick arm often gets out ahead of his body. Martinez’s next test will be high Class A Visalia.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2013


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	SS


	2


	3


	4.03


	10


	10







	2014


	South Bend (MWL)


	LoA


	1


	1


	6.00


	2


	2







	2015


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	SS


	0


	0


	18.00


	1


	0







	 


	Kane County (MWL)


	LoA


	1


	1


	3.31


	23


	0







	Minor League Totals


	9


	8


	3.01


	52


	28












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2013


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	0


	0


	38


	20


	3







	2014


	South Bend (MWL)


	0


	0


	6


	8


	1







	2015


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	0


	0


	1


	1


	0







	 


	Kane County (MWL)


	0


	0


	33


	35


	2







	Minor League Totals


	0


	0


	162


	129


	7












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2013


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	25


	30


	7.1


	1.18


	.159







	2014


	South Bend (MWL)


	4


	3


	4.5


	2.00


	.348







	2015


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	2


	1


	9.0


	3.00


	.333







	 


	Kane County (MWL)


	18


	27


	7.4


	1.62


	.271







	Minor League Totals


	77


	140


	7.8


	1.27


	.222











21 DANIEL GIBSON, LHP




BA GRADE


45


Risk: High





Born: Oct. 16, 1991 B-T: R-L. Ht.: 6-2. Wt.: 221. Drafted: Florida, 2013 (7th round). Signed by: Luke Wrenn.


A power lefthanded reliever who has moved quickly, Gibson has pitched well at every level with the exception of a rough patch at high Class A Visalia in 2014. Gibson conquered the California League in 2015, striking out 12.2 batters per nine innings and recording a microscopic 0.82 WHIP. He gave back those gains at Double-A Mobile but remained death on lefties, limiting them to a .151 average while striking out one-third of them at his two stops. Gibson’s fastball sits 92-95 mph and is tough for hitters to pick up, and he complements the heater with an above-average slider in the low 80s as well as an average curveball. He struggles when he doesn’t command his pitches and leaves the ball up. He worked to clean up a herky-jerky delivery, but he still comes across his body. Gibson may be ready for a jump to Triple-A Reno in 2016. He can function as a lefty specialist, but he might not be limited to that role.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2013


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	SS


	1


	0


	0.45


	14


	0







	 


	South Bend (MWL)


	LoA


	0


	1


	1.08


	6


	0







	2014


	South Bend (MWL)


	LoA


	3


	2


	1.98


	37


	0







	 


	Visalia (CAL)


	HiA


	4


	3


	9.13


	21


	0







	2015


	Visalia (CAL)


	HiA


	2


	1


	1.61


	27


	0







	 


	Mobile (SL)


	AA


	1


	0


	1.50


	26


	0







	Minor League Totals


	11


	7


	2.71


	131


	0












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2013


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	0


	3


	20


	17


	0







	 


	South Bend (MWL)


	0


	0


	8


	6


	0







	2014


	South Bend (MWL)


	0


	3


	36


	27


	1







	 


	Visalia (CAL)


	0


	0


	23


	31


	3







	2015


	Visalia (CAL)


	0


	1


	28


	16


	1







	 


	Mobile (SL)


	0


	2


	24


	18


	0







	Minor League Totals


	0


	9


	139


	115


	5












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2013


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	8


	22


	9.9


	1.25


	.227







	 


	South Bend (MWL)


	2


	5


	5.4


	0.96


	.214







	2014


	South Bend (MWL)


	14


	45


	11.1


	1.13


	.203







	 


	Visalia (CAL)


	12


	22


	8.7


	1.90


	.316







	2015


	Visalia (CAL)


	7


	38


	12.2


	0.82


	.172







	 


	Mobile (SL)


	14


	20


	7.5


	1.33


	.212







	Minor League Totals


	57


	152


	9.8


	1.23


	.225











22 OSCAR HERNANDEZ, C




BA GRADE


45


Risk: High





Born: July 9, 1993. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-1. Wt.: 220. Signed: Venezuela, 2009. Signed by: Ronnie Blanco (Rays).


Hernandez became the first catcher plucked from low Class A to stick in the Rule 5 draft in at least 40 years after the Diamondbacks selected him with the first pick. The requirement that Hernandez spend the entire season on Arizona’s 25-man roster was easier to meet when the native Venezuelan broke a hamate bone during spring training, allowing him to stay on the disabled list rather than the active roster. After brief rehab assignments at low Class A Kane County and Triple-A Reno, Hernandez made his big league debut on July 12 and spent the rest of the season in the big leagues. While his defense is major league-ready, the 22-year-old will need a few years on the farm to develop into a competent hitter. With strength and hand speed, Hernandez has a chance to hit for power as he matures but needs time to develop a polished approach at the plate and learn to repeat his swing. He’s a good all-around catcher with a plus arm and above-average footwork. Diamondbacks pitchers liked throwing to him, but inexperience causes him to make mistakes behind the plate. Double-A Mobile is Hernandez’s most likely destination to start 2016.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R


	H







	2013


	Hudson Valley (NYP)


	SS


	.228


	43


	167


	22


	38







	 


	Bowling Green (MWL)


	LoA


	.222


	3


	9


	1


	2







	2014


	Bowling Green (MWL)


	LoA


	.249


	94


	362


	43


	90







	2015


	Kane County (MWL)


	LoA


	.154


	5


	13


	0


	2







	 


	Reno (PCL)


	AAA


	.240


	8


	25


	2


	6







	 


	Arizona (NL)


	MAJ


	.161


	18


	31


	4


	5







	Major League Totals


	.161


	18


	31


	4


	5







	Minor League Totals


	.273


	305


	1078


	166


	294












	Year


	Club (League)


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI


	BB







	2013


	Hudson Valley (NYP)


	6


	0


	6


	33


	11







	 


	Bowling Green (MWL)


	0


	0


	0


	1


	2







	2014


	Bowling Green (MWL)


	18


	5


	9


	63


	25







	2015


	Kane County (MWL)


	0


	0


	0


	2


	0







	 


	Reno (PCL)


	3


	0


	0


	1


	1







	 


	Arizona (NL)


	1


	0


	0


	1


	3







	Major League Totals


	1


	0


	0


	1


	3







	Minor League Totals


	56


	7


	45


	204


	110












	Year


	Club (League)


	SO


	SB


	CS


	OBP


	SLG







	2013


	Hudson Valley (NYP)


	24


	9


	1


	.282


	.371







	 


	Bowling Green (MWL)


	1


	0


	0


	.364


	.222







	2014


	Bowling Green (MWL)


	78


	3


	6


	.301


	.401







	2015


	Kane County (MWL)


	3


	0


	0


	.214


	.154







	 


	Reno (PCL)


	5


	0


	0


	.269


	.360







	 


	Arizona (NL)


	15


	0


	0


	.257


	.194







	Major League Totals


	15


	0


	0


	.257


	.194







	Minor League Totals


	205


	15


	13


	.354


	.463











23 ADAM MILLER, RHP




BA GRADE


45


Risk: High





Born: Dec. 28, 1989. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-0. Wt.: 185. Drafted: Brigham Young, 2013 (20th round). Signed by: Doyle Wilson.


Miller showed off one of the most powerful arms in the Southern League. His fastball regularly clocked in at north of 100 mph. Miller snuck up on people because he lost two years of development when he went on a two-year Mormon mission after his freshman year at Brigham Young, and he already was 23 when Arizona picked him in the 20th round in 2013. He’s not a big guy, but Miller’s athleticism gives him such easy velocity, and he closed games at Mobile during the first half of the 2015 season. His fastball was regularly clocked in the high 90s and touched as high as 101, and he complements his top-of-the-scale heater with a high-80s slider that’s a plus pitch when he commands it. Miller’s lack of a third pitch and inconsistent command consigned him to the bullpen. He needs to improve his control–he walked 4.5 batters per nine innings at Mobile. Miller will be ready for Triple-A Reno in 2016.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2013


	Missoula (PIO)


	R


	1


	4


	4.61


	12


	9







	2014


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	R


	0


	0


	0.00


	3


	0







	 


	South Bend (MWL)


	LoA


	5


	1


	3.40


	24


	8







	2015


	Mobile (SL)


	AA


	2


	7


	2.88


	50


	0







	Minor League Totals


	8


	12


	3.55


	89


	17












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2013


	Missoula (PIO)


	0


	0


	53


	62


	2







	2014


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	0


	0


	3


	1


	0







	 


	South Bend (MWL)


	0


	0


	53


	54


	3







	2015


	Mobile (SL)


	0


	7


	56


	60


	0







	Minor League Totals


	0


	7


	165


	177


	5












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2013


	Missoula (PIO)


	14


	35


	6.0


	1.44


	.291







	2014


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	0


	6


	18.0


	0.33


	.111







	 


	South Bend (MWL)


	19


	40


	6.8


	1.38


	.261







	2015


	Mobile (SL)


	28


	63


	10.1


	1.56


	.275







	Minor League Totals


	61


	144


	7.9


	1.44


	.274











24 JAKE BARRETT, RHP




BA GRADE


45


Risk: High





Born: July 22, 1991. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-3. Wt.: 220. Drafted: Arizona State, 2012 (3rd round). Signed by: Matt Smith.


The Diamondbacks viewed Barrett, who played both high school and college ball in the Phoenix area, as close to the majors. Instead, the Arizona State product struggled with mechanics and a slight drop in velocity at Triple-A Reno, precipitating a June trip back to Double-A Mobile to right the ship. Barrett also spent part of July with Team USA in the Pan American games, and he returned to Mobile better for that experience. At his best, he delivers his plus fastball from 94-98 mph, works down in the zone and uses both sides of the plate. His slider with sharp downward tilt and bite is a plus pitch when he commands it. Barrett’s third pitch is a changeup that has the potential to grade as above-average. The key to Barrett’s success is landing his secondary pitches for strikes. He’ll get another chance at Reno in 2016.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2013


	Visalia (CAL)


	HiA


	2


	1


	1.98


	28


	0







	 


	Mobile (SL)


	AA


	1


	1


	0.36


	24


	0







	2014


	Mobile (SL)


	AA


	1


	2


	2.39


	25


	0







	 


	Reno (PCL)


	AAA


	1


	0


	3.72


	30


	0







	2015


	Reno (PCL)


	AAA


	1


	3


	5.09


	22


	0







	 


	Mobile (SL)


	AA


	3


	0


	4.20


	25


	0







	Minor League Totals


	9


	10


	3.36


	179


	0












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2013


	Visalia (CAL)


	0


	15


	27


	21


	2







	 


	Mobile (SL)


	0


	14


	25


	18


	2







	2014


	Mobile (SL)


	0


	12


	26


	25


	0







	 


	Reno (PCL)


	0


	16


	29


	22


	3







	2015


	Reno (PCL)


	0


	11


	23


	27


	1







	 


	Mobile (SL)


	0


	4


	30


	34


	2







	Minor League Totals


	0


	78


	185


	175


	12












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2013


	Visalia (CAL)


	9


	37


	12.2


	1.10


	.198







	 


	Mobile (SL)


	3


	22


	8.0


	0.85


	.196







	2014


	Mobile (SL)


	12


	24


	8.2


	1.41


	.260







	 


	Reno (PCL)


	15


	23


	7.1


	1.28


	.220







	2015


	Reno (PCL)


	12


	21


	8.2


	1.70


	.303







	 


	Mobile (SL)


	11


	30


	9.0


	1.50


	.293







	Minor League Totals


	75


	182


	8.9


	1.35


	.251











25 JOSE HERRERA, C




BA GRADE


50


Risk: Extreme





Born: Feb. 24, 1997. B-T: B-R. Ht.: 5-10. Wt.: 185. Signed: Venezuela, 2013. Signed by: Marlon Urdaneta.


Arizona’s top international signee in 2013, Herrera skipped over the Dominican Summer League and headed to the Rookie-level Arizona League for his 2014 pro debut. The native Venezuelan returned to the AZL in 2015 after being slowed in the spring by a foot injury that kept him from advancing. AZL managers continued to view him favorably because even in his repeat season he was still just 18 years old. Herrera has advanced catching skills and solid actions for his age, with pop times of sub-2 seconds on throws to second base, which has helped him throw out 33 percent of basestealers as a pro. Herrera has an easy swing from both sides of the plate with some raw power, but he needs to trust his hands and develop a better approach to focus on hitting line drives until his over-the-fence power develops. Herrera still will be a teenager in 2016 when he advances to either Rookie-level Missoula or short-season Hillsboro.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R


	H







	2014


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	R


	.227


	43


	154


	24


	35







	 


	Missoula (PIO)


	R


	.286


	2


	7


	2


	2







	2015


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	R


	.304


	24


	79


	7


	24







	Minor League Totals


	.254


	69


	240


	33


	61












	Year


	Club (League)


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI


	BB







	2014


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	4


	1


	0


	14


	23







	 


	Missoula (PIO)


	1


	0


	0


	1


	2







	2015


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	3


	0


	1


	9


	13







	Minor League Totals


	8


	1


	1


	24


	38












	Year


	Club (League)


	SO


	SB


	CS


	OBP


	SLG







	2014


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	37


	1


	0


	.337


	.266







	 


	Missoula (PIO)


	2


	0


	0


	.444


	.429







	2015


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	11


	0


	0


	.415


	.380







	Minor League Totals


	50


	1


	0


	.366


	.308











26 VICTOR REYES, OF




BA GRADE


45


Risk: High





Born: Oct. 5, 1994. B-T: L-R. Ht.: 6-3. Wt.: 170. Signed: Venezuela, 2011. Signed by: Rolando Petit (Braves).


The Diamondbacks acquired Reyes from the Braves in a two-part trade that transpired in early April 2015. First, Arizona sent Trevor Cahill to Atlanta for salary relief, then the D-backs reciprocated by sending a 2015 supplemental second-round pick to the Braves for Reyes, a 20-year-old, switch-hitting outfielder. (The draft pick added $814,300 to Atlanta’s draft bonus pool.) Reyes spent the 2014 season at low Class A Rome, and the D-backs had him repeat the level in 2015. He finished third in the Midwest League batting race. While Reyes is a career .299 hitter in four pro seasons, he has absolutely no over-the-fence power. He has at least average bat speed from both sides of the plate and shows a knack to hit and an ability to barrel the ball. He’s more of a line-drive hitter who doesn’t produce much loft in his swing, but adding strength to his lean, lanky frame might allow him to develop gap power. He’s a slightly below-average runner and an average defender with an average arm who can capably handle an outfield corner. Reyes moves to to high Class A Visalia in 2016.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R


	H







	2013


	Braves (GCL)


	R


	.357


	31


	112


	22


	40







	 


	Danville (APP)


	R


	.321


	18


	81


	12


	26







	2014


	Rome (SAL)


	LoA


	.259


	89


	332


	32


	86







	2015


	Kane County (MWL)


	LoA


	.311


	121


	424


	57


	132







	Minor League Totals


	.299


	311


	1111


	163


	332












	Year


	Club (League)


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI


	BB







	2013


	Braves (GCL)


	8


	1


	0


	21


	12







	 


	Danville (APP)


	3


	0


	0


	4


	3







	2014


	Rome (SAL)


	13


	0


	0


	34


	24







	2015


	Kane County (MWL)


	17


	5


	2


	59


	22







	Minor League Totals


	44


	6


	2


	151


	92












	Year


	Club (League)


	SO


	SB


	CS


	OBP


	SLG







	2013


	Braves (GCL)


	20


	5


	1


	.414


	.446







	 


	Danville (APP)


	9


	0


	0


	.345


	.358







	2014


	Rome (SAL)


	58


	12


	7


	.309


	.298







	2015


	Kane County (MWL)


	58


	13


	4


	.343


	.389







	Minor League Totals


	184


	42


	18


	.353


	.355











27 RYAN BURR, RHP




BA GRADE


45


Risk: High





Born: May 28, 1994. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-4. Wt.: 224. Drafted: Arizona State, 2015 (5th round). Signed by: Doyle Wilson.


The big-bodied, strong-armed Burr finished a three-year career at Arizona State by setting a school record for saves before signing with the Diamondbacks as a 2015 fifth-rounder for $403,000. The Colorado native put up dazzling numbers out of the bullpen for both short-season Hillsboro and low Class A Kane County, recording a combined 1.06 ERA, .160 opponent average and 13.0 strikeouts per nine innings. Burr operates with a lively 93-96 mph fastball that he keeps in the zone, with a top velocity of 99. His slider was inconsistent in college but improved in pro ball with a slight adjustment in his grip and progress made in repeating his delivery. It’s now at least a solid-average pitch and could be a plus offering in time. Burr cut his walk rate from 4.9 per nine innings in his last college season to 2.9 per nine in pro ball by doing a better job of attacking hitters. Burr should move quickly and could reach Double-A Mobile at some point in 2016.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2015


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	SS


	3


	0


	1.88


	13


	0







	 


	Kane County (MWL)


	LoA


	1


	0


	0.46


	13


	0







	Minor League Totals


	4


	0


	1.06


	26


	0












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2015


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	0


	3


	14


	7


	1







	 


	Kane County (MWL)


	0


	0


	20


	12


	0







	Minor League Totals


	0


	3


	34


	19


	1












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2015


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	5


	21


	13.2


	0.84


	.140







	 


	Kane County (MWL)


	6


	28


	12.8


	0.92


	.174







	Minor League Totals


	11


	49


	13.0


	0.88


	.160











28 SERGIO ALCANTARA, SS




BA GRADE


50


Risk: Extreme





Born: July 10, 1996. B-T: B-R. Ht.: 5-9. Wt.: 168. Signed: Dominican Republic, 2012. Signed by: Junior Noboa.


Alcantara hit just .113 in 20 games at low Class A Kane County in 2015, earning a ticket to extended spring training and a June assignment to short-season Northwest League-champion Hillsboro. The switch-hitting shortstop’s scouting report reads very similar to past years: he’s an elite defender at shortstop with a double-plus arm, but he needs to build more upper-body strength in order to take advantage of his excellent plate discipline. Alcantara has a good feel for the barrel and good bat speed, with scouts noticing improvement at the plate during his time at Hillsboro. He is a slightly above-average runner but doesn’t steal a lot of bases. He moved to second base in the latter half of Hillsboro’s season in deference to No. 1 overall draft pick Dansby Swanson, and the pair of plus defenders worked well together. Alcantara’s defense alone could be enough to get him to the big leagues in a utility role, and the 19-year-old will receive another chance at full-season ball in 2016.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R


	H







	2013


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	R


	.243


	48


	169


	31


	41







	2014


	Missoula (PIO)


	R


	.244


	70


	266


	48


	65







	2015


	Kane County (MWL)


	LoA


	.113


	20


	71


	5


	8







	 


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	SS


	.253


	71


	257


	34


	65







	Minor League Totals


	.235


	209


	763


	118


	179












	Year


	Club (League)


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI


	BB







	2013


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	5


	4


	0


	16


	44







	2014


	Missoula (PIO)


	11


	0


	1


	18


	48







	2015


	Kane County (MWL)


	1


	0


	0


	5


	4







	 


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	12


	2


	1


	23


	24







	Minor League Totals


	29


	6


	2


	62


	120












	Year


	Club (League)


	SO


	SB


	CS


	OBP


	SLG







	2013


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	36


	3


	2


	.398


	.320







	2014


	Missoula (PIO)


	62


	8


	4


	.361


	.297







	2015


	Kane County (MWL)


	17


	1


	0


	.169


	.127







	 


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	46


	6


	0


	.314


	.327







	Minor League Totals


	161


	18


	6


	.339


	.296











29 SILVINO BRACHO, RHP




BA GRADE


45


Risk: Medium





Born: July 17, 1992. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 5-10. Wt.: 190. Signed: Venezuela, 2011. Signed by: Marlon Urdaneta.


Bracho has consistently put up excellent numbers in each of his four pro seasons, but he didn’t jump onto the prospect radar until a strong 2015 season propelled him to a late-season audition with the Diamondbacks. While in the minors, he advanced quickly to Double-A Mobile, where he served as closer, and recorded a composite 0.88 WHIP and 73-to-10 strikeout-to-walk ratio in 51 innings. Southern League managers recognized Bracho as the Southern League’s best reliever, as low Class A Midwest League managers had in 2014. While nothing in his arsenal grades as more than average, Bracho locates everything, knows how to pitch, makes adjustments and is a fierce competitor on the mound. His fastball ranges from 90-94 mph with below-average life, and he also uses an average slider and changeup. Bracho, whose ceiling is seventh-inning reliever, will go to 2016 spring training with a good chance to make the Opening Day roster.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2013


	Missoula (PIO)


	R


	0


	2


	1.71


	24


	0







	2014


	South Bend (MWL)


	LoA


	3


	2


	2.08


	45


	0







	2015


	Visalia (CAL)


	HiA


	0


	0


	0.00


	6


	0







	 


	Mobile (SL)


	AA


	2


	1


	1.81


	37


	0







	 


	Arizona (NL)


	MAJ


	0


	0


	1.46


	13


	0







	Major League Totals


	0


	0


	1.46


	13


	0







	Minor League Totals


	8


	5


	1.52


	134


	0












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2013


	Missoula (PIO)


	0


	11


	26


	23


	2







	2014


	South Bend (MWL)


	0


	26


	43


	25


	3







	2015


	Visalia (CAL)


	0


	3


	6


	1


	0







	 


	Mobile (SL)


	0


	16


	45


	34


	3







	 


	Arizona (NL)


	0


	1


	12


	9


	2







	Major League Totals


	0


	1


	12


	9


	2







	Minor League Totals


	0


	64


	148


	103


	8












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2013


	Missoula (PIO)


	3


	38


	13.0


	0.99


	.228







	2014


	South Bend (MWL)


	8


	70


	14.5


	0.76


	.167







	2015


	Visalia (CAL)


	1


	14


	21.0


	0.33


	.053







	 


	Mobile (SL)


	9


	59


	11.9


	0.96


	.207







	 


	Arizona (NL)


	4


	17


	12.4


	1.05


	.200







	Major League Totals


	4


	17


	12.4


	1.05


	.200







	Minor League Totals


	26


	211


	12.8


	0.87


	.193











30 JAMIE WESTBROOK, 2B




BA GRADE


45


Risk: High





Born: June 18, 1995. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 5-9. Wt.: 170. Drafted: HS—Chandler, Ariz., 2013 (5th round). Signed by: Doyle Wilson.


Westbrook continues to defy critics who ding him for being too small, too slow and too limited defensively to project as more than an up-and-down guy. But the 2013 fifth-round pick uses his grinder mentality to overachieve. Westbrook takes an aggressive swing for his 5-foot-9 size but makes pretty good contact, striking out 13 percent of time time at Visalia. He catches up to good fastballs and projects to be an average hitter. Defensively, Westbrook has remained at second base throughout his pro career. He may see some offseason work at third base and in the outfield, and he even caught a few bullpen sessions during instructional league. He’s an average defender with good instincts at second base, and is an average runner on the basepaths. Westbrook will be just 20 in 2016 but could receive a shot at Double-A Mobile.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R


	H







	2013


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	R


	.292


	40


	154


	31


	45







	 


	Missoula (PIO)


	R


	.254


	17


	67


	12


	17







	2014


	South Bend (MWL)


	LoA


	.259


	131


	509


	69


	132







	2015


	Visalia (CAL)


	HiA


	.319


	123


	480


	75


	153







	Minor League Totals


	.287


	311


	1210


	187


	347












	Year


	Club (League)


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI


	BB







	2013


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	8


	8


	1


	20


	17







	 


	Missoula (PIO)


	3


	0


	1


	13


	6







	2014


	South Bend (MWL)


	27


	4


	8


	49


	38







	2015


	Visalia (CAL)


	33


	4


	17


	72


	24







	Minor League Totals


	71


	16


	27


	154


	85












	Year


	Club (League)


	SO


	SB


	CS


	OBP


	SLG







	2013


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	21


	3


	3


	.373


	.468







	 


	Missoula (PIO)


	20


	1


	0


	.315


	.343







	2014


	South Bend (MWL)


	98


	6


	3


	.314


	.375







	2015


	Visalia (CAL)


	69


	14


	4


	.357


	.510







	Minor League Totals


	208


	24


	10


	.339


	.439











Atlanta Braves
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BY BILL BALLEW


President of baseball operations John Hart left no doubt about where the Braves were headed in 2015. After making a dozen trades to rebuild a barren farm system that had become an afterthought under previous general manager Frank Wren, he dealt closer Craig Kimbrel to the Padres a few hours prior to Opening Day, making it clear the organization was sacrificing the present for the future.


Hart continued to deal through the trading deadline, when he sent 24-year-old lefthander Alex Wood, top prospect Jose Peraza and three veteran hurlers to the Dodgers for Cuban third baseman Hector Olivera and two minor league pitchers. Atlanta proceeded to lose 19 of 20 games from Aug. 17-Sept. 6, became the only team in baseball that failed to score 600 runs (573) and finished with baseball’s third-worst record at 67-95.


Along the way, the Braves got a glimpse of the future. Rookie righthanders Mike Foltynewicz and Matt Wisler got on-the-job training, and rookie pitchers made 65 starts in Atlanta.


Young second baseman Jace Peterson earned the starting job in spring training, and Olivera played third base in September after missing much of the campaign with a hamstring injury. Otherwise, the core of remaining veterans and manager Fredi Gonzalez discovered that a lot of work remains to get the team back into playoff contention.
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TONY FARLOW


Acquired for Justin Upton, Jace Peterson locked down second base as a rookie





Since beginning their extensive rebuilding effort, the Braves have pointed to 2017 and the opening of Suntrust Park as the goal for returning to contention. Borrowing the franchise’s rebuilding blueprint from the late 1980s, the Braves are stockpiling pitching. Via trades, Hart obtained several high-ceiling arms who were hurt, had struggled or were undervalued, such as Diamondbacks 2014 first-round righthander Touki Toussaint.


Scouting director Brian Bridges, meanwhile, did his best Paul Snyder imitation by taking pitchers with 24 of his first 31 picks in his draft debut last June. Bridges nabbed high school players with five of his first six selections, beginning with lefthander Kolby Allard and righty Mike Soroka.


The Braves also began reestablishing themselves in Latin America. Atlanta signed Dominican shortstop Derian Cruz, ranked as the fifth-best player in 2015, for $1.2 million as well as Christian Pache, the No. 21 international prospect. Last winter, the Braves signed several promising international players who resided under the radar, among them fleet-footed outfielder Randy Ventura and power-hitter Isranel Wilson. The Braves expect to make an even bigger splash in Latin America in 2016.


TOP PROSPECTS OF THE DECADE






	Year


	Player, Pos.


	2015 Org







	2006


	Jrrod Saltalamacchia, c


	Diamondbacks







	2007


	Jrrod Saltalamacchia, c


	Diamondbacks







	2008


	Jordan Schafer, of


	Twins







	2009


	Tommy Hanson, rhp


	Deceased







	2010


	Jason Heyward, of


	Cardinals







	2011


	Julio Teheran, rhp


	Braves







	2012


	Julio Teheran, rhp


	Braves







	2013


	Julio Teheran, rhp


	Braves







	2014


	Lucas Sims, rhp


	Braves







	2015


	Jose Peraza, 2b


	Dodgers








Though postseason play was nonexistent among Atlanta’s six domestic affiliates, the Braves believe a solid foundation has been created to start producing more big league wins. Guiding the team to its next steps will be John Coppolella, who was promoted to GM in October. Not surprisingly, Coppolella kept right on dealing, sending shortstop Andrelton Simmons to the Angels for Erick Aybar and pitchers Sean Newcomb and Chris Ellis.


Additional rough sailing will be on the immediate horizon—by design—but no one within the organization would be surprised if the team contended as soon as 2017. In the meantime, the team deserves credit for refusing to continue feeding a losing proposition and returning to The Braves’ Way in hopes of generating another run of long-term success.





ORGANIZATION OVERVIEW



General Manager: John Coppolella. Farm Director: Dave Trembley. Scouting Director: Brian Bridges. Class Team






	Class


	Team


	League


	W


	L


	PCT


	Finish


	Manager







	Majors


	Atlanta Braves


	National


	67


	95


	.414


	13th (15)


	Fredi Gonzalez







	Triple-A


	Gwinnett Braves


	International


	69


	67


	.507


	6th (10)


	Brian Snitker







	Double-A


	Mississippi Braves


	Southern


	69


	67


	.507


	6th (10)


	Aaron Holbert







	High Class A


	Carolina Mudcats


	Carolina


	71


	68


	.511


	4th (8)


	Luis Salazar







	Low Class A


	Rome Braves


	South Atlantic


	58


	82


	.414


	13th (14)


	Randy Ingle







	Rookie


	Danville Braves


	Appalachian


	34


	34


	.500


	t-5th (10)


	Rocket Wheeler







	Rookie


	GCL Braves


	Gulf Coast


	27


	33


	.450


	11th (16)


	Robinson Cancel







	Overall 2015 Minor League Record


	336


	351


	.489


	19th (30)


	 








THIS YEAR’S TOP 30






	No.


	Player, Pos.


	Status







	1.


	Sean Newcomb, lhp


	60/Medium







	2.


	Hector Olivera, 3b/of


	60/High







	3.


	Kolby Allard, lhp


	60/Extreme







	4.


	Ozzie Albies, ss


	55/High







	5.


	Touki Toussaint, rhp


	60/Extreme







	6.


	Austin Riley, 3b


	55/Extreme







	7.


	Max Fried, lhp


	55/Extreme







	8.


	Mallex Smith, of


	50/Medium







	9.


	Mike Soroka, rhp


	55/Extreme







	10.


	Braxton Davidson, of


	50/High







	11.


	Lucas Sims, rhp


	50/High







	12.


	Manny Banuelos, lhp


	45/Medium







	13.


	Chris Ellis, rhp


	50/High







	14.


	Tyrell Jenkins, rhp


	45/Medium







	15.


	Ricardo Sanchez, lhp


	55/Extreme







	16.


	John Gant, rhp


	50/High







	17.


	Rio Ruiz, 3b


	50/High







	18.


	Lucas Herbert, c


	55/Extreme







	19.


	Zack Bird, rhp


	50/High







	20.


	Dustin Peterson, of


	50/High







	21.


	Jason Hursh, rhp


	45/High







	22.


	Shae Simmons, rhp


	45/High







	23.


	Brady Feigl, lhp


	45/High







	24.


	Dan Winkler, rhp


	50/Extreme







	25.


	Johan Camargo, ss


	45/High







	26.


	Ronald Acuna, of


	50/Extreme







	27.


	Mauricio Cabrera, rhp


	50/Extreme







	28.


	Andrew Thurman, rhp


	45/High







	29.


	Rob Whalen, rhp


	45/High







	30.


	Steve Janas, rhp


	45/High








LAST YEAR’S TOP 30






	No.


	Player, Pos.


	Status







	1.


	Jose Peraza, 2b


	(Dodgers)







	2.


	Lucas Sims, rhp


	No. 11







	3.


	Christian Bethancourt, c


	Majors







	4.


	Jason Hursh, rhp


	No. 21







	5.


	Ozzie Albies, ss


	No. 4







	6.


	Braxton Davidson, of


	No. 10







	7.


	Tyrell Jenkins, rhp


	No. 14







	8.


	Johan Camargo, ss


	No. 25







	9.


	Garrett Fulenchek, rhp


	(Rays)







	10.


	Kyle Kubitza, 3b


	(Angels)







	11.


	Arodys Vizcaino, rhp


	Majors







	12.


	Chasen Shreve, lhp


	(Yankees)







	13.


	Shae Simmons, rhp


	No. 22







	14.


	Mauricio Cabrera, rhp


	No. 27







	15.


	Wes Parsons, rhp


	Dropped out







	16.


	Alec Grosser, rhp


	Dropped out







	17.


	Tanner Murphy, c


	Dropped out







	18.


	Cody Martin, rhp


	(Mariners)







	19.


	Williams Perez, rhp


	Majors







	20.


	Juan Jaime, rhp


	Free agent







	21.


	Max Povse, rhp


	Dropped out







	22.


	Victor Reyes, of


	(Diamondbacks)







	23.


	Todd Cunningham, of


	(Angels)







	24.


	Chad Sobotka, rhp


	Dropped out







	25.


	Daniel Castro, ss


	Dropped out







	26.


	Dan Winkler, rhp


	No. 24







	27.


	Carlos Salazar, rhp


	Dropped out







	28.


	Aaron Northcraft, rhp


	Free agent







	29.


	Elmer Reyes, ss/2b


	Free agent







	30.


	Luis Merejo, lhp


	Free agent








BEST TOOLS






	Best Hitter for Average


	Hector Olivera







	Best Power Hitter


	Austin Riley







	Best Strike Zone Discipline


	Braxton Davidson







	Fastest Baserunner


	Mallex Smith







	Best Athlete


	Mallex Smith







	Best Fastball


	Mauricio Cabrera







	Best Curveball


	Lucas Sims







	Best Slider


	Evan Phillips







	Best Changeup


	Josh Graham







	Best Control


	Mike Soroka







	Best Defensive Catcher


	Lucas Herbert







	Best Defensive Infielder


	Johan Camargo







	Best Infield Arm


	Ozzie Albies







	Best Defensive Outfielder


	Connor Lien







	Best Outfield Arm


	Connor Lien








PROJECTED 2019 LINEUP






	Catcher


	Christian Bethancourt







	First Base


	Freddie Freeman







	Second Base


	Jace Peterson







	Third Base


	Austin Riley







	Shortstop


	Ozzie Albies







	Left Field


	Hector Olivera







	Center Field


	Mallex Smith







	Right Field


	Braxton Davidson







	No. 1 Starter


	Shelby Miller







	No. 2 Starter


	Sean Newcomb







	No. 3 Starter


	Julio Teheran







	No. 4 Starter


	Matt Wisler







	No. 5 Starter


	Touki Toussaint







	Closer


	Lucas Sims











MINOR LEAGUE DEPTH CHART



ATLANTA BRAVES


TOP 2016 ROOKIE: Hector Olivera, 3b/of. After getting his feet wet in the big leagues in September, the 31-year-old will fill the void at third base—or possibly left field.


BREAKOUT PROSPECT: Lucas Sims, rhp. The further Sims got from last season’s bus crash at high Class A Carolina, the better he got, especially in the Arizona Fall League.


SLEEPER: Luis Mora, rhp. Mora has been clocked as high as 102 mph and mixes in a good breaking ball.




SOURCE OF TOP 30 TALENT






	Homegrown


	14


	Acquired


	16







	College


	3


	Trades


	15







	Junior college


	0


	Rule 5 draft


	1







	High school


	6


	Independent leagues


	0







	Nondrafted free agents


	1


	Free agents/waivers


	0







	International


	4
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DRAFT ANALYSIS



2015


BEST PURE HITTER: 3B Austin Riley (1s) entered his senior spring with more buzz as a pitching prospect, but he proved himself with his right-handed bat, and showed the ability to make adjustments when he got to pro ball. Riley could develop into a plus hitter.


BEST POWER HITTER: Riley has plus power and he already shows an ability to use it in games. In the Appy League and GCL, Riley swatted 12 home runs and slugged .544 in 60 games.


FASTEST RUNNER: OF Justin Ellison (12) has plus speed; he’s a lefthanded hitter who can get from the batter’s box to first base in less than 4.1 seconds. His speed also plays well in center field, as he runs well under way.


BEST DEFENSIVE PLAYER: The Braves added one of the best defensive catchers in the class in C Lucas Herbert (2), the battery mate of their first selection, LHP Kolby Allard (1). Herbert’s pro debut was cut short by a meniscus tear, but he returned to the field for instructional league last fall.


BEST FASTBALL: RHP Patrick Weigel (7) can bump 99 mph with his fastball. 6-foot-9 behemoth LHP Chase Johnson-Mullins (13) can also reach into the upper 90s.


BEST SECONDARY PITCH: Allard’s curveball is a true plus pitch. It has befuddled hitters with its powerful late break.


BEST PRO DEBUT: Riley’s debut was unparalleled, as he quickly asserted himself against quality competition. Riley had the second most home runs of any prospect taken in the 2015 draft, trailing only Diamondbacks 1B Austin Byler.


BEST ATHLETE: Ellison’s fast-twitch athleticism passes the eye test, but Riley brings to the table a type of coordinated, balanced athleticism. Not only was Riley an accomplished pitcher who could reach as high as 94, but he was also signed to be a punter at Mississippi State.


MOST INTRIGUING BACKGROUND: Navy senior RHP Stephen Moore (10) spent two months with the organization before leaving to honor his five-year military commitment. RHP Mike Soroka (1s) is the first player from Alberta to go in the first round since Chris Reitsma, who was Soroka’s pitching coach as an amateur.


CLOSEST TO THE MAJORS: RHP Josh Graham (4) converted from catching to pitching this spring, and blossomed into a high-end draft talent as a key member of Oregon’s rotation. As a reliever, Graham has a chance to climb the ladder quickly thanks to his plus fastball and plus changeup.


BEST LATE ROUND PICK: C Jonathan Morales (25) was a middle infielder up until this year, but converted to catching and showed intriguing raw power in his pro debut.


THE ONE WHO GOT AWAY: OF Terry Godwin (33) is a dynamic two-sport athlete. He ended up at Georgia, where he’ll play wide receiver for the football team and outfield for the baseball team, relieving many Braves fans who also root for the Bulldogs.


ASSESSMENT: The Braves didn’t stick to industry consensus, especially with Austin Riley, and they were rewarded. Kolby Allard’s health is the key to Brian Bridges’ first draft as director.


2014


OF Braxton Davidson (1) got off to a solid start, while RHP Garrett Fulenchek (2) has been involved in one of Atlanta’s many trades. The rest of the college-heavy class offers modest upside.


GRADE: D


2013


RHP Jason Hursh (1) is looking like a reliever, while C Victor Caratini (2) and OF Kyle Wren (8) already have been traded. Two of the top 10 selections have been released.


GRADE: D


2012


LHP Alex Wood (2) was in the majors less than a year after being drafted and has been traded to the Dodgers. RHP Lucas Sims (1) turned a corner in the AFL, and RHP Shae Simmons (22) zipped to the Atlanta bullpen.


GRADE: A


TOP DRAFT PICKS OF THE DECADE






	Year


	Player, Pos.


	2015 Org







	2006


	Cody Johnson, of


	Did not play







	2007


	Jason Heyward, of


	Cardinals







	2008


	Brett DeVall, lhp (1st rd supp.)


	Did not play







	2009


	Mike Minor, lhp


	Braves







	2010


	Matt Lipka, ss (1st round supp.)


	Braves







	2011


	Sean Gilmartin, lhp


	Mets







	2012


	Lucas Sims, rhp


	Braves







	2013


	Jason Hursh, rhp


	Braves







	2014


	Braxton Davidson, of pitching coach as


	an amateur. Braves







	2015


	Kolby Allard, lhp


	Braves








LARGEST BONUSES IN CLUB HISTOR






	Kolby Allard, 2015


	$3,042,400







	Mike Minor, 2009


	$2,420,000







	Jeff Francoeur, 2002


	$2,200,000







	Mike Soroka, 2015


	$1,974,700







	Matt Belisle, 1998


	$1,750,000











1 SEAN NEWCOMB, LHP
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PAUL GIERHART







BA GRADE


60


Risk: Medium


SCOUTING GRADES


Fastball: 65.


Curveball: 60.


Changeup: 55.


Control: 50.


Based on 20-80 scouting scale and future projection rather than present tools.





Born: June 12, 1993. B-T: L-L. Ht.: 6-5. Wt.: 245. Drafted: Hartford, 2014 (1st round). Signed by: Nick Gorneault (Angels).


The Angels took Newcomb with the 15th overall selection in the 2014 draft and signed him for $2,158,400 after the southpaw blossomed while pitching in the Northeast. He attended high school in Middleboro, Mass., before moving on to Hartford. A former high school tight end who had several opportunities to play college football, Newcomb struggled to throw strikes as a college freshman before ranking second in NCAA Division I with 11.5 strikeouts per nine innings as a sophomore in 2013. Newcomb shined as a junior, ranking seventh in the nation in ERA at 1.25. After a brief pro debut in the Angels system in 2014, Newcomb climbed from low Class A Burlington to Double-A Arkansas in 2015, his first full season, and was ranked as the No. 1 prospect in the offensive-oriented high Class A California League. The Braves made Newcomb the centerpiece of their November 2015 deal with the Angels that sent Gold Glove shortstop Andrelton Simmons to Anaheim and also netted Double-A righthander Chris Ellis and veteran big league shortstop Erick Aybar.


Newcomb is a potential workhorse, featuring a big, durable frame and a three-pitch repertoire from the left side. He does a good job of working off his lively fastball that sat at 91-94 mph and was clocked as high as 99 mph in 2015. His fastball command can be inconsistent, as evidenced by his walk rate of 5.0 per nine innings, but he throws easy gas with above-average movement and struck out 11.1 batters per nine in his full-season debut. That rate ranked third among qualified minor league starters in 2015. Newcomb has the makings of a plus curveball with its upper-70s velocity, tight spin and swing-and-miss potential. He became infatuated with his breaking ball at times early in 2015 before learning how to set up hitters with his fastball and changeup, while the Angels forced him to throw his solid-average changeup more often. The offering has good armside action, and he made excellent strides with the depth of the changeup while working with high Class A Inland Empire pitching coach Matt Wise. Newcomb displays confidence and possesses excellent mound presence, is not afraid to challenge hitters, and can be intimidating with his high three-quarters arm slot and tall, physical frame. He repeats his clean delivery with consistency due to his solid athleticism. Newcomb does a good job fielding his position, though he had trouble holding runners. The Braves were attracted to his aptitude as well as the low mileage on his arm, and they believe he has a much higher ceiling than the most college pitchers.


Atlanta has added impressive pitching depth to the organization over the past 18 months—acquiring first-round talents such as Touki Toussaint and Max Fried via trades and selecting Kolby Allard and Mike Soroka in the first round of the 2015 draft, among other moves—but Newcomb should prove to be the best of the bunch as long as his control progresses. Scouts are mixed on his long-term potential, projecting him to be anywhere from a No. 1 to a No. 3 starter. He could begin 2016 at Double-A Mississippi or Triple-A Gwinnett and make his major league debut during the season.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2014


	Angels (AZL)


	R


	0


	0


	3.00


	2


	2







	 


	Burlington (MWL)


	LoA


	0


	1


	6.94


	4


	4







	2015


	Burlington (MWL)


	LoA


	1


	0


	1.83


	7


	7







	 


	Inland Empire (CAL)


	HiA


	6


	1


	2.47


	13


	13







	 


	Arkansas (TL)


	AA


	2


	2


	2.75


	7


	7







	Minor League Totals


	9


	4


	2.75


	33


	33












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2014


	Angels (AZL)


	0


	0


	3


	3


	1







	 


	Burlington (MWL)


	0


	0


	12


	13


	1







	2015


	Burlington (MWL)


	0


	0


	34


	25


	1







	 


	Inland Empire (CAL)


	0


	0


	66


	50


	2







	 


	Arkansas (TL)


	0


	0


	36


	22


	2







	Minor League Totals


	0


	0


	151


	113


	7












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2014


	Angels (AZL)


	1


	3


	9.0


	1.33


	.273







	 


	Burlington (MWL)


	5


	15


	11.6


	1.54


	.289







	2015


	Burlington (MWL)


	19


	45


	11.8


	1.28


	.208







	 


	Inland Empire (CAL)


	33


	84


	11.5


	1.26


	.207







	 


	Arkansas (TL)


	24


	39


	9.8


	1.28


	.176







	Minor League Totals


	82


	186


	11.1


	1.29


	.208











2 HECTOR OLIVERA, 3B/OF
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ATLANTA BRAVES







BA GRADE


60


Risk: High





Born: April 5, 1985. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-2. Wt.: 220. Signed: Cuba, 2015. Signed by: Dodgers international scouting department.


The Braves were among the five primary suitors for Olivera before the Dodgers outbid the field and finalized a six-year, $62.5 million deal with the Cuban defector in May 2015 that included a $28 million signing bonus. Los Angeles received 69 at-bats at three minor league stops in 2015 while Olivera battled a hamstring injury before trading him to the Braves for lefthander Alex Wood, prospect Jose Peraza and three veteran pitchers. (Atlanta also acquired prospect righthander Zack Bird and a 2016 supplemental first-round pick from the Marlins in the three-team transaction.) A 10-year veteran of Cuba’s Serie Nacional, Olivera was one of his country’s premier players during his early and mid-20s and a veteran of Cuba’s national team. A blood clot in his left biceps sidelined Olivera for the entire 2012-13 campaign. He served primarily as a DH in 2013-14 before he defected in September 2014. An MRI conducted by the Dodgers revealed a small tear in the ulnar collateral ligament in his throwing elbow. Olivera has a smooth, quick, righthanded stroke with strong hands that tend to barrel pitches more often than not. He continues to show above-average bat speed and an advanced approach at the plate that generates an excellent walk-to-strikeout ratio. Olivera uses the entire field and drives the ball the opposite way with authority. Most scouts envision him hitting 15-20 home runs annually in the big leagues. A plus runner in his prime, he has lost a step since then but shows solid instincts on the basepaths. He possesses soft hands, good range and a solid arm at third base, with above-average accuracy on his throws. The Braves, however, tried him in left field in the Puerto Rican League as they anticipate a possible position switch. The future is now for Olivera, who will be 31 in 2016.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R


	H







	2013


	Santiago de Cuba


	CNS


	.316


	73


	228


	44


	72







	2014


	Did not play







	2015


	Tulsa (TL)


	AA


	.318


	6


	22


	3


	7







	 


	Oklahoma City (PCL)


	AAA


	.387


	7


	31


	5


	12







	 


	Dodgers (AZL)


	R


	.313


	6


	16


	4


	5







	 


	Braves (GCL)


	R


	.000


	2


	5


	0


	0







	 


	Rome (SAL)


	LoA


	.083


	4


	12


	1


	1







	 


	Gwinnett (IL)


	AAA


	.231


	10


	39


	5


	9







	 


	Atlanta (NL)


	MAJ


	.253


	24


	79


	4


	20







	Major League Totals


	.253


	24


	79


	4


	20







	Minor League Totals


	.272


	35


	125


	18


	34












	Year


	Club (League)


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI


	BB







	2013


	Santiago de Cuba


	11


	2


	7


	38


	38







	2014


	Did not play







	2015


	Tulsa (TL)


	0


	0


	1


	6


	3







	 


	Oklahoma City (PCL)


	1


	1


	1


	1


	0







	 


	Dodgers (AZL)


	1


	0


	0


	0


	2







	 


	Braves (GCL)


	0


	0


	0


	0


	0







	 


	Rome (SAL)


	0


	0


	0


	0


	2







	 


	Gwinnett (IL)


	3


	0


	0


	3


	2







	 


	Atlanta (NL)


	4


	1


	2


	11


	5







	Major League Totals


	4


	1


	2


	11


	5







	Minor League Totals


	5


	1


	2


	10


	9












	Year


	Club (League)


	SO


	SB


	CS


	OBP


	SLG







	2013


	Santiago de Cuba


	25


	0


	0


	.412


	.474







	2014


	Did not play







	2015


	Tulsa (TL)


	5


	0


	0


	.400


	.455







	 


	Oklahoma City (PCL)


	3


	0


	0


	.387


	.581







	 


	Dodgers (AZL)


	1


	0


	0


	.389


	.375







	 


	Braves (GCL)


	1


	0


	0


	.000


	.000







	 


	Rome (SAL)


	1


	0


	0


	.214


	.083







	 


	Gwinnett (IL)


	4


	0


	0


	.286


	.308







	 


	Atlanta (NL)


	12


	0


	0


	.310


	.405







	Major League Totals


	12


	0


	0


	.310


	.405







	Minor League Totals


	15


	0


	0


	.326


	.376











3 KOLBY ALLARD, LHP




[image: Image]


BILL MITCHELL







BA GRADE


60


Risk: Extreme





Born: Aug. 13, 1997. B-T: L-L. Ht.: 6-1. Wt.: 175. Drafted: HS—San Clemente, Calif., 2015 (1st round). Signed by: Dan Cox.


A stress reaction in his back caused Allard to miss most of his senior year at San Clemente (Calif.) High and fall to the Braves with the 14th overall pick in 2015. The youngest player on the gold medal-winning USA Baseball 18U national team in 2014, the UCLA recruit appeared on scouts’ radars early in his prep career and dominated on a variety of stages. After signing Allard for $3,042,400, Atlanta limited him to three brief starts in the Rookie-level Gulf Coast League while easing him back onto the mound before he participated in instructional league without any complications. Allard repeats his smooth and easy mechanics with consistency and generates a hard, sinking fastball that sits in the low 90s and touches 96 mph. He mixes his fastball well with a tight curveball that features a sharp downward break just prior to reaching the plate. Allard showed a feel for the changeup during instructional league, but the pitch needs work after he rarely threw it as an amateur. The Braves love his makeup and competitiveness. He should be ready to go in spring training. While Allard has the overall package to move rapidly through the organization, the Braves will be patient and methodical as he develops into a potential top-of-the-rotation starter.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2015


	Braves (GCL)


	R


	0


	0


	0.00


	3


	3







	Minor League Totals


	0


	0


	0.00


	3


	3












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2015


	Braves (GCL)


	0


	0


	6


	1


	0







	Minor League Totals


	0


	0


	6


	1


	0












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2015


	Braves (GCL)


	0


	12


	18.0


	0.17


	.053







	Minor League Totals


	0


	12


	18.0


	0.17


	.053











4 OZZIE ALBIES, SS


[image: Image]




BA GRADE


55


Risk: High





Born: Jan. 7, 1997. B-T: B-R. Ht.: 5-9. Wt.: 150. Signed: Curacao, 2013. Signed by: Dargello Lodowica.


Albies’ development led the Braves to trade second baseman Jose Peraza to the Dodgers in the July 30 deal that netted Hector Olivera. The Rookie-level Appalachian League’s top prospect in 2014, Albies enjoyed a strong first full season at low Class A Rome in 2015 before a fractured right thumb cost him the final month of the season. He ranked fourth in the South Atlantic League with a .310 batting average. Albies combines quick-twitch athleticism, plus speed and an unbridled exuberance that makes him an ideal table-setter at the top of the lineup. His superior hand-eye coordination and quick swing generate solid bat speed and consistent contact from both sides of the plate. He sprays hits to all fields and does a good job of keeping the ball out of the air. His strike-zone judgment is advanced, but his aggressiveness cuts into his on-base percentage. Defensively, Albies has soft, steady hands with quick feet and above-average arm strength with a quick release and good accuracy. At 19, Albies will again be one of the youngest players in his league in 2016 when he opens the season at high Class A Carolina. He could be in the major league discussion by the end of 2017.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R


	H







	2014


	Braves (GCL)


	R


	.381


	19


	63


	16


	24







	 


	Danville (APP)


	R


	.356


	38


	135


	25


	48







	2015


	Rome (SAL)


	LoA


	.310


	98


	394


	64


	122







	Minor League Totals


	.328


	155


	592


	105


	194












	Year


	Club (League)


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI


	BB







	2014


	Braves (GCL)


	3


	0


	0


	5


	11







	 


	Danville (APP)


	4


	3


	1


	14


	17







	2015


	Rome (SAL)


	21


	8


	0


	37


	36







	Minor League Totals


	28


	11


	1


	56


	64












	Year


	Club (League)


	SO


	SB


	CS


	OBP


	SLG







	2014


	Braves (GCL)


	6


	7


	2


	.481


	.429







	 


	Danville (APP)


	17


	15


	3


	.429


	.452







	2015


	Rome (SAL)


	56


	29


	8


	.368


	.404







	Minor League Totals


	79


	51


	13


	.395


	.417











5 TOUKI TOUSSAINT, RHP


[image: Image]




BA GRADE


60


Risk: Extreme





Born: June 20, 1996. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-3. Wt.: 185. Drafted: HS—Coral Springs, Fla., 2014 (1st round). Signed by: Frankie Thon Jr. (Diamondbacks).


The Braves had Toussaint ranked in the top 10 on their 2014 draft board. The Diamondbacks drafted the Florida native, who spent time growing up in Haiti, at No. 16 overall. The Braves acquired Toussaint from Arizona on June 20, the one-year anniversary of his signing date, by agreeing to take on injured veteran Bronson Arroyo. Thus, the Braves essentially purchased Toussaint for $10 million. Toussaint combines superior athleticism and a three-pitch repertoire with a frame that has excellent projectability. His lightning-quick arm generates a live fastball that tops out at 98 mph. His plus curveball resides in the mid-70s with a hard, late break. Much like his breaking ball, his changeup needs work but has the depth and fade to be a plus pitch. Toussaint has struggled with his control, which led to elevated pitch counts and a walk rate of 4.9 per nine innings at two low Class A stops in 2015. The Braves believe his athleticism will allow him to repeat his delivery more consistently with some fine-tuning. Scouts love Toussaint’s potential but realize the raw righthander has work to do. If everything comes together, Toussaint could be a top-of-the-rotation starter. Barring a setback in spring training, he should move up to high Class A Carolina in 2016.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2014


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	R


	1


	1


	4.80


	7


	5







	 


	Missoula (PIO)


	R


	1


	3


	12.51


	5


	5







	2015


	Kane County (MWL)


	LoA


	2


	2


	3.69


	7


	7







	 


	Rome (SAL)


	LoA


	3


	5


	5.73


	10


	10







	Minor League Totals


	7


	11


	5.72


	29


	27












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2014


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	0


	0


	15


	14


	0







	 


	Missoula (PIO)


	0


	0


	14


	24


	5







	2015


	Kane County (MWL)


	0


	0


	39


	31


	4







	 


	Rome (SAL)


	1


	0


	49


	40


	6







	Minor League Totals


	1


	0


	116


	109


	15












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2014


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	12


	17


	10.2


	1.73


	.237







	 


	Missoula (PIO)


	6


	15


	9.9


	2.20


	.381







	2015


	Kane County (MWL)


	15


	29


	6.7


	1.18


	.218







	 


	Rome (SAL)


	33


	38


	7.0


	1.50


	.229







	Minor League Totals


	66


	99


	7.7


	1.50


	.248











6 AUSTIN RILEY, 3B




[image: Image]


BILL SETLEFF







BA GRADE


60


Risk: Extreme





Born: April 2, 1997. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-2. Wt.: 230. Drafted: HS—Southaven, Miss., 2015 (1st round supplemental). Signed by: Don Thomas.


One of the top two-way players available in the 2015 draft, Riley was deemed more of a pitching prospect throughout most of his high school career. The Braves, however, liked his raw power and took him 41st overall as a position player. Riley proceeded to blitz two Rookie-level leagues and tie for second in the organization with 12 homers despite not playing until late June. Riley possesses above-average bat speed with the ability to lift the ball. He generates impressive raw power to all fields that led to 27 extra-base hits in 60 games. Despite striking out 26 percent of the time in his pro debut, Riley displays a good feel for the strike zone and barrels the ball with consistency. He has good athleticism for a jumbo frame and shows a solid feel for running the bases despite below-average speed. Riley moves well at third base, with good first-step quickness and average range, though he committed 16 errors in 53 games. He has plus arm strength with good accuracy on his throws after sitting around 90 mph on the mound. No player generated more enthusiasm from the Braves’ 2015 draft class than Riley. Though his future may be at first base, he could be an impact bat at one of the four corner positions. He should begin the 2016 campaign at low Class A Rome.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R


	H







	2015


	Braves (GCL)


	R


	.255


	30


	106


	18


	27







	 


	Danville (APP)


	R


	.351


	30


	111


	18


	39







	Minor League Totals


	.304


	60


	217


	36


	66












	Year


	Club (League)


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI


	BB







	2015


	Braves (GCL)


	5


	0


	7


	21


	12







	 


	Danville (APP)


	9


	1


	5


	19


	14







	Minor League Totals


	14


	1


	12


	40


	26












	Year


	Club (League)


	SO


	SB


	CS


	OBP


	SLG







	2015


	Braves (GCL)


	37


	2


	1


	.331


	.500







	 


	Danville (APP)


	28


	0


	1


	.443


	.586







	Minor League Totals


	65


	2


	2


	.389


	.544











7 MAX FRIED, LHP




[image: Image]


BILL SETLEFF







BA GRADE


55


Risk: Extreme





Born: Jan. 18, 1994. B-T: L-L. Ht.: 6-4. Wt.: 185. Drafted: HS—Studio City, Calif., 2012 (1st round). Signed by: Brent Mayne (Padres).


The Braves went with a high-risk, high-reward approach when they acquired Fried, the seventh overall pick in the 2012 draft, from the Padres as part of the Justin Upton trade prior to the 2015 season. Only Fried’s high school teammate Lucas Giolito, now the Nationals’ top prospect, offered more promise among the prep arms available in the 2012 draft. He logged just 11 innings in 2014 and then missed all of 2015 after having Tommy John surgery in August 2014. Possessing the potential for at least two plus pitches, Fried has a lean frame that could generate additional velocity as his body matures. When healthy, he does a good job of working off a low-90s fastball that touches 95 mph. His best pitch is an overhand hammer curveball with a 12-to-6 break that generates strikeouts. His changeup needs work, but he has shown a decent feel for it in limited use. Fried struggled with control at low Class A Fort Wayne in 2013, though elbow soreness may have been to blame. Fried has lost nearly two years of development. The signs regarding his rehab are positive, and the Braves are confident he can re-emerge as a potential frontline starter. Fried’s return in 2016 is expected to be methodical as he rebuilds his arm strength over the course of the campaign.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2013


	Fort Wayne (MWL)


	LoA


	6


	7


	3.49


	23


	23







	2014


	Padres (AZL)


	R


	0


	0


	5.40


	3


	3







	 


	Fort Wayne (MWL)


	LoA


	0


	1


	4.76


	2


	2







	2015


	Did not play--Injured







	Minor League Totals


	6


	9


	3.61


	38


	37












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2013


	Fort Wayne (MWL)


	0


	0


	119


	107


	7







	2014


	Padres (AZL)


	0


	0


	5


	8


	0







	 


	Fort Wayne (MWL)


	0


	0


	6


	7


	1







	2015


	Did not play--Injured







	Minor League Totals


	0


	0


	147


	136


	9












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2013


	Fort Wayne (MWL)


	56


	100


	7.6


	1.37


	.249







	2014


	Padres (AZL)


	3


	8


	14.4


	2.20


	.348







	 


	Fort Wayne (MWL)


	2


	2


	3.2


	1.59


	.318







	2015


	Did not play--Injured







	Minor League Totals


	67


	127


	7.8


	1.38


	.252











8 MALLEX SMITH, OF


[image: Image]




BA GRADE


50


Risk: Medium





Born: May 6, 1993. B-T: L-R. Ht.: 5-9. Wt.: 170. Drafted: Santa Fe (Fla.) JC, 2012 (5th round). Signed by: Willie Bosque (Padres).


Smith was one of four prospects the Braves acquired from the Padres for Justin Upton in December 2014. He led the minors with 88 steals in 2014, then overcame slow starts at both Double-A Mississippi and Triple-A Gwinnett in 2015 to earn organizational minor league player of the year honors, hitting a cumulative .306/.373/.386 with 57 steals in 126 games. Considered to be primarily a speed-oriented player upon joining the Braves, Smith made progress in all aspects of his game in 2015. Seen by the Braves as a young version of Michael Bourn, Smith has excellent plate discipline and works counts in order to get a pitch he can handle or get on base via a walk. While he lacks home run power, he makes consistent contact and is adept at playing small ball, including bunting for base hits. A premier basestealer, Smith has excellent range in center field and has improved his routes to balls in the gap. His arm strength is below-average, but he has good accuracy on his throws. The Braves consider Smith to be the team’s long-term answer in center field and at the top of the batting order. He will work with Bourn during spring training and should make his big league debut at some point during the 2016 campaign.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R


	H







	2013


	Fort Wayne (MWL)


	LoA


	.262


	110


	424


	81


	111







	2014


	Fort Wayne (MWL)


	LoA


	.295


	65


	254


	56


	75







	 


	Lake Elsinore (CAL)


	HiA


	.327


	55


	223


	43


	73







	2015


	Mississippi (SL)


	AA


	.340


	57


	206


	35


	70







	 


	Gwinnett (IL)


	AAA


	.281


	69


	278


	49


	78







	Minor League Totals


	.295


	391


	1513


	293


	446












	Year


	Club (League)


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI


	BB







	2013


	Fort Wayne (MWL)


	17


	2


	4


	29


	59







	2014


	Fort Wayne (MWL)


	13


	6


	0


	15


	38







	 


	Lake Elsinore (CAL)


	16


	1


	5


	16


	31







	2015


	Mississippi (SL)


	5


	2


	2


	22


	27







	 


	Gwinnett (IL)


	12


	6


	0


	13


	24







	Minor League Totals


	65


	18


	13


	110


	190












	Year


	Club (League)


	SO


	SB


	CS


	OBP


	SLG







	2013


	Fort Wayne (MWL)


	84


	64


	16


	.367


	.340







	2014


	Fort Wayne (MWL)


	55


	48


	16


	.393


	.394







	 


	Lake Elsinore (CAL)


	48


	40


	10


	.414


	.475







	2015


	Mississippi (SL)


	41


	23


	6


	.418


	.413







	 


	Gwinnett (IL)


	44


	34


	7


	.339


	.367







	Minor League Totals


	299


	226


	59


	.380


	.387











9 MIKE SOROKA, RHP




[image: Image]


BILL SETLEFF







BA GRADE


55


Risk: Extreme





Born: August 4, 1997. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-4. Wt.: 195. Drafted: HS—Calgary, Alberta, 2015 (1st round). Signed by: Brett Evert.


The Braves nabbed Soroka with the 28th overall selection in 2015 as compensation for the Twins signing Ervin Santana. Soroka helped the Canadian Junior National team finish third in the 2014 COPABE 18U Pan American Games. He also tossed 13 scoreless innings during the team’s trip through the Dominican Summer League in May prior to becoming the highest-drafted player ever out of Alberta. Soroka pounds the strike zone aggressively with three pitches and works off his consistent low-90s fastball with solid movement. The solidly built hurler has excellent athleticism, commands his stuff to both sides of the plate and does an excellent job of living in the lower part of the strike zone. Soroka’s above-average curveball shows tight spin and a late, sharp downward break. He has shown a good feel for an early-stages changeup. Soroka’s cross-body finish created some concerns among scouts, even though he has not had any injury problems. Soroka was limited to 34 innings in his first taste of pro ball. The Braves will be patient with the Canadian’s development—he’s one of the youngest players in his draft class—though he could open the 2016 season at low Class A Rome.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2015


	Braves (GCL)


	R


	0


	0


	1.80


	4


	3







	 


	Danville (APP)


	R


	0


	2


	3.75


	6


	6







	Minor League Totals


	0


	2


	3.18


	10


	9












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2015


	Braves (GCL)


	0


	0


	10


	5


	0







	 


	Danville (APP)


	0


	0


	24


	28


	0







	Minor League Totals


	0


	0


	34


	33


	0












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2015


	Braves (GCL)


	1


	11


	9.9


	0.60


	.143







	 


	Danville (APP)


	4


	26


	9.8


	1.33


	.283







	Minor League Totals


	5


	37


	9.8


	1.12


	.246











10 BRAXTON DAVIDSON, OF


[image: Image]




BA GRADE


50


Risk: High





Born: June 18, 1996. B-T: L-L. Ht.: 6-2. Wt.: 210. Drafted: HS—Asheville, N.C., 2014 (1st round). Signed by: Billy Best.


The 32nd overall pick in the 2014 draft, Davidson had several strong performances on the showcase circuit prior to his senior year of high school, including a three-home run performance in the 2013 USA Baseball Tournament of Stars. He was a first-team prep All-American prior to signing for $1,705,000. Davidson is a disciplined hitter with impressive strike-zone judgment and above-average raw power that has yet to emerge with consistency during games. He led the South Atlantic League and the Braves organization with 84 walks in 2015, but he also struck out 27 percent of the time while getting beat at times on inside pitches. The lefthanded hitter can drive the ball to all fields and possesses the rare combination of true power and patience. Davidson has transformed his still-maturing body as well as his defense since signing. A prep first baseman and occasional center fielder, he has made strong progress while making the move to right field as a pro. His routes to flyballs still need honing, but his arm strength is above-average with solid accuracy. The Braves challenged Davidson last season by having him open the campaign at low Class A as an 18-year-old. He proved strong enough to handle the ups and downs and should be ready to move up a level to high Class A Carolina in 2016.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R


	H







	2014


	Braves (GCL)


	R


	.243


	37


	111


	23


	27







	 


	Danville (APP)


	R


	.167


	13


	36


	1


	6







	2015


	Rome (SAL)


	LoA


	.242


	124


	401


	51


	97







	Minor League Totals


	.237


	174


	548


	75


	130












	Year


	Club (League)


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI


	BB







	2014


	Braves (GCL)


	7


	1


	0


	8


	22







	 


	Danville (APP)


	2


	0


	0


	3


	9







	2015


	Rome (SAL)


	23


	0


	10


	45


	84







	Minor League Totals


	32


	1


	10


	56


	115












	Year


	Club (League)


	SO


	SB


	CS


	OBP


	SLG







	2014


	Braves (GCL)


	32


	0


	0


	.400


	.324







	 


	Danville (APP)


	10


	0


	0


	.348


	.222







	2015


	Rome (SAL)


	135


	1


	6


	.381


	.374







	Minor League Totals


	177


	1


	6


	.382


	.354











11 LUCAS SIMS, RHP




BA GRADE


50


Risk: High





Born: May 10, 1994. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-2. Wt.: 195. Drafted: HS—Snellville, Ga., 2012 (1st round). Signed by: Brian Bridges.


Drafted 21st overall in 2012 out of a metro Atlanta high school, Sims returned to the high Class A Carolina League to open the 2015 season after being the youngest player on the circuit on Opening Day 2014. Injured in a team bus wreck in early May, the righthander did not return until July and was promoted to Double-A Mississippi shortly thereafter. Sims is one of the most competitive and aggressive pitchers in the organization. An outstanding all-around athlete, the former shortstop repeats his smooth delivery with consistency and generates a plus fastball with armside run that sits in the low 90s and touches 96 mph. He also commands his curveball that resides in the upper 70s and flashes plus with late break. The feel for his changeup has been inconsistent and the main culprit in his high walk rate, but Sims has shown promising fade and depth when he throws the pitch correctly. He has learned to mix his pitches, works both sides of the plate and can overpower hitters at times with his fastball. Sims continues to make steady improvement toward a potential mid-rotation ceiling. If his changeup continues to develop, he could be even better. A 2016 season split between Mississippi and Triple-A Gwinnett is likely.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2013


	Rome (SAL)


	LoA


	12


	4


	2.62


	28


	18







	2014


	Lynchburg (CAR)


	HiA


	8


	11


	4.19


	28


	28







	2015


	Braves (GCL)


	R


	0


	0


	9.00


	2


	2







	 


	Carolina (CAR)


	HiA


	3


	4


	5.18


	9


	9







	 


	Mississippi (SL)


	AA


	4


	2


	3.21


	9


	9







	Minor League Totals


	29


	25


	3.74


	87


	77












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2013


	Rome (SAL)


	1


	0


	117


	83


	3







	2014


	Lynchburg (CAR)


	0


	0


	157


	146


	12







	2015


	Braves (GCL)


	0


	0


	5


	7


	0







	 


	Carolina (CAR)


	1


	0


	40


	39


	2







	 


	Mississippi (SL)


	0


	0


	48


	29


	1







	Minor League Totals


	2


	0


	400


	332


	21












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2013


	Rome (SAL)


	46


	134


	10.3


	1.11


	.203







	2014


	Lynchburg (CAR)


	57


	107


	6.1


	1.30


	.247







	2015


	Braves (GCL)


	2


	7


	12.6


	1.80


	.333







	 


	Carolina (CAR)


	23


	37


	8.3


	1.55


	.260







	 


	Mississippi (SL)


	29


	56


	10.6


	1.22


	.180







	Minor League Totals


	170


	380


	8.6


	1.26


	.227











12 MANNY BANUELOS, LHP




BA GRADE


45


Risk: Medium





Born: March 13, 1991. B-T: L-L. Ht.: 5-10. Wt.: 205. Signed: Mexico, 2008. Signed by: Lee Sigman (Yankees).


Banuelos made his major league debut in 2015, his eighth pro season, but his progress halted after seven outings when the lefthander had bone chips removed from his left elbow. That procedure came on the heels of Banuelos missing nearly two full seasons, in 2012 and 2013, that included Tommy John surgery in August 2012. He made strides in his comeback at three levels of the Yankees system in 2014 and was Triple-A Gwinnett’s best pitcher during the first half of 2015 after the Braves acquired him from New York in an offseason trade. Banuelos’ fastball sat in the low 90s in 2015, and the Braves believe his velocity could return close to its previous mid-90s level once he fully recovers from his most recent procedure. The sharpness of his solid curveball and changeup should also improve, giving him three above-average pitches as well as a possible fourth if he continues to throw his recently added cutter. Despite his success in Triple-A, Banuelos needs to improve his control and command after averaging 4.3 walks per nine innings at Gwinnett. Banuelos will be 25 in 2016 and still offers hope that he can be a solid contributor to the big league rotation, possibly as a No. 4 starter. He needs to put all the injuries behind him, though.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2013


	Did not play--Injured







	2014


	Tampa (FSL)


	HiA


	0


	0


	2.84


	5


	5







	 


	Trenton (EL)


	AA


	1


	3


	4.59


	17


	16







	 


	Scranton/W-B (IL)


	AAA


	1


	0


	3.60


	4


	4







	2015


	Braves (GCL)


	R


	0


	0


	0.00


	1


	1







	 


	Gwinnett (IL)


	AAA


	6


	2


	2.23


	16


	16







	 


	Atlanta (NL)


	MAJ


	1


	4


	5.13


	7


	6







	Major League Totals


	1


	4


	5.13


	7


	6







	Minor League Totals


	27


	24


	3.11


	129


	112












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2013


	Did not play--Injured







	2014


	Tampa (FSL)


	0


	0


	13


	10


	0







	 


	Trenton (EL)


	0


	0


	49


	40


	8







	 


	Scranton/W-B (IL)


	0


	0


	15


	14


	2







	2015


	Braves (GCL)


	0


	0


	2


	2


	0







	 


	Gwinnett (IL)


	1


	0


	85


	64


	2







	 


	Atlanta (NL)


	0


	0


	26


	30


	4







	Major League Totals


	0


	0


	26


	30


	4







	Minor League Totals


	2


	0


	533


	463


	33












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2013


	Did not play--Injured







	2014


	Tampa (FSL)


	2


	14


	9.9


	0.95


	.213







	 


	Trenton (EL)


	19


	44


	8.1


	1.20


	.220







	 


	Scranton/W-B (IL)


	10


	13


	7.8


	1.60


	.241







	2015


	Braves (GCL)


	2


	3


	13.5


	2.00


	.200







	 


	Gwinnett (IL)


	40


	69


	7.3


	1.23


	.215







	 


	Atlanta (NL)


	12


	19


	6.5


	1.59


	.283







	Major League Totals


	12


	19


	6.5


	1.59


	.283







	Minor League Totals


	220


	518


	8.8


	1.28


	.234











13 CHRIS ELLIS, RHP




BA GRADE


50


Risk: High





Born: Sept. 22, 1992. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-4. Wt.: 220. Drafted: Mississippi, 2014 (3rd round). Signed by: J.T. Zink (Angels).


Ellis transformed from reliever to Southeastern Conference ace as a junior at Mississippi in 2014, finishing third in the country in starts as the workhorse for the Rebels’ first College World Series team in 42 years. After signing Ellis for $575,000, the Angels eased him into pro ball before pushing him hard in 2015, when they started him at high Class A Inland Empire and promoted him to Double-A Arkansas for the second half. Los Angeles traded him and lefthander Sean Newcomb to the Braves in the November 2015 Andrelton Simmons deal. Ellis had a solid if unspectacular three-pitch mix as a starter. His fastball has touched 95 mph and sits in the 90-94 range, usually in the lower end of that register, but has solid sink and some angle as well. His slider is more notable for its 82-84 mph power than its consistency, but it has flashed plus at its best, helping his lead the high Class A California League in strikeouts at the time of his promotion. He improved the fade and life on his changeup in the first half, helping the pitch grade solid-average as well. While he’s not a pure strike-thrower, he also isn’t afraid to challenge hitters with his best stuff. He has a clean arm and held up well over a challenging first-year workload. Ellis has polish to add, such as learning to hold runners, to reach his No. 3 starter’s ceiling. With the Braves’ newfound depth, he could consolidate last season’s gains by opening 2016 near his old college stomping grounds at Double-A Mississippi.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2014


	Orem (PIO)


	R


	0


	1


	6.89


	9


	2







	2015


	Inland Empire (CAL)


	HiA


	4


	5


	3.88


	11


	11







	 


	Arkansas (TL)


	AA


	7


	4


	3.92


	15


	15







	Minor League Totals


	11


	10


	4.20


	35


	28












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2014


	Orem (PIO)


	0


	0


	16


	17


	2







	2015


	Inland Empire (CAL)


	1


	0


	63


	53


	6







	 


	Arkansas (TL)


	0


	0


	78


	77


	9







	Minor League Totals


	1


	0


	156


	147


	17












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2014


	Orem (PIO)


	8


	16


	9.2


	1.60


	.309







	2015


	Inland Empire (CAL)


	20


	70


	10.1


	1.16


	.224







	 


	Arkansas (TL)


	43


	62


	7.2


	1.54


	.258







	Minor League Totals


	71


	148


	8.5


	1.39


	.249











14 TYRELL JENKINS, RHP




BA GRADE


45


Risk: Medium





Born: July 20, 1992. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-4. Wt.: 180. Drafted: HS—Henderson, Texas, 2010 (1st round supplemental). Signed by: Ralph Garr Jr. (Cardinals).


The Braves added one short-term and one possibly long-term piece to their big league rotation when they acquired Shelby Miller and Jenkins from the Cardinals for Jason Heyward shortly after the 2014 season. While Miller had established himself at the game’s top level, Jenkins struggled with injuries throughout much of his time with St. Louis, which included shoulder surgery in August 2013. A tremendous athlete who had committed to play quarterback at Baylor, Jenkins blossomed with the Braves in 2015, proving he was healthy and earning the organization’s minor league pitcher of the year award. He went 8-9, 3.19 in 25 starts and finished the season at Triple-A Gwinnett. In addition to establishing a career high with 138 innings, Jenkins made impressive strides in learning how to command his two- and four-seam fastballs and the importance of using his secondary offerings. He pitches on a steep downhill plane that produces a low to mid-90s heater with good movement down in the zone. He also throws a hard curveball and a solid changeup and has a workhorse mentality that had not manifested previously due to his injuries. Jenkins has No. 4 starter potential and is on the cusp of pitching in Atlanta, which should happen at some point in 2016.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2013


	Peoria (MWL)


	LoA


	4


	4


	4.74


	10


	10







	 


	Palm Beach (FSL)


	HiA


	0


	0


	4.50


	3


	3







	2014


	Palm Beach (FSL)


	HiA


	6


	5


	3.28


	13


	13







	2015


	Mississippi (SL)


	AA


	5


	5


	3.00


	16


	16







	 


	Gwinnett (IL)


	AAA


	3


	4


	3.57


	9


	9







	Minor League Totals


	26


	24


	3.88


	83


	83












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2013


	Peoria (MWL)


	2


	0


	49


	51


	4







	 


	Palm Beach (FSL)


	0


	0


	10


	13


	0







	2014


	Palm Beach (FSL)


	0


	0


	74


	74


	6







	2015


	Mississippi (SL)


	3


	0


	93


	84


	3







	 


	Gwinnett (IL)


	0


	0


	45


	43


	4







	Minor League Totals


	5


	0


	413


	414


	25












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2013


	Peoria (MWL)


	24


	34


	6.2


	1.52


	.267







	 


	Palm Beach (FSL)


	1


	6


	5.4


	1.40


	.310







	2014


	Palm Beach (FSL)


	23


	41


	5.0


	1.31


	.264







	2015


	Mississippi (SL)


	41


	59


	5.7


	1.34


	.241







	 


	Gwinnett (IL)


	20


	29


	5.8


	1.39


	.256







	Minor League Totals


	160


	306


	6.7


	1.39


	.264











15 RICARDO SANCHEZ, LHP




BA GRADE


55


Risk: Extreme





Born: April 11, 1997. B-T: L-L. Ht.: 5-11. Wt.: 170. Signed: Venezuela, 2013. Signed by: Lebi Ochoa/Carlos Ramirez/Mauro Zerpa (Angels).


The Braves obtained Sanchez from the Angels in January 2015 when they sent third baseman Kyle Kubitza and righthander Nate Hyatt to Los Angeles. Sanchez signed with the Angels for $580,000 in July 2013, which came a year after he was the winning pitcher for Venezuela against Cuba in the 15U World Championship. He made his pro debut in the Rookie-level Arizona League in 2014 prior to spending the first half of 2015 at low Class A Rome. The athletic Sanchez has a clean-and-easy delivery and the ball tends to jump out of his hand. All of his pitches have excellent movement, including a fastball that sits at 90-91 mph and touches 95. His curveball has a sharp 1-to-7 break, and he has shown a good feel for his changeup. He is willing to work inside but struggled with his control and command throughout his 10 starts in the South Atlantic League, after which the Braves shut him down to monitor his workload. Raw in many respects, Sanchez has significant upside and is working to keep up with his maturing body. Once he gains more consistency with his mechanics, he could develop quickly. He will return to Rome in 2016.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2014


	Angels (AZL)


	R


	2


	2


	3.49


	12


	9







	2015


	Rome (SAL)


	LoA


	1


	6


	5.45


	10


	10







	Minor League Totals


	3


	8


	4.48


	22


	19












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2014


	Angels (AZL)


	0


	0


	39


	40


	0







	2015


	Rome (SAL)


	0


	0


	40


	37


	3







	Minor League Totals


	0


	0


	78


	77


	3












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2014


	Angels (AZL)


	22


	43


	10.0


	1.60


	.258







	2015


	Rome (SAL)


	21


	31


	7.0


	1.46


	.250







	Minor League Totals


	43


	74


	8.5


	1.53


	.254











16 JOHN GANT, RHP




BA GRADE


50


Risk: High





Born: Aug. 6, 1992. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-5. Wt.: 205. Drafted: HS—Wesley Chapel, Fla., 2011 (21st round). Signed by: Les Parker (Mets).


Acquired with fellow righthander Rob Whalen from the Mets for veteran infielders Juan Uribe and Kelly Johnson at the 2015 trade deadline, Gant is a late bloomer from the Tampa area who has developed in recent seasons as his body has matured. The righthander made significant strides in 2014, when he ranked fourth in the South Atlantic League in ERA (2.56), third in opponent average (.231) and fifth in strikeout rate (8.3 per nine innings) at low Class A Savannah. Gant, who draws comparisons with veteran reliever Tyler Clippard from scouts, has a killer changeup with plus sinking action and a solid-average fastball with an advanced knowledge of how to set up hitters. His developing curveball with a tight spin has shown signs of becoming his best offering if he can gain more consistency with the pitch. An above-average athlete who uses his 6-foot-5 height to throw on a downhill plane, Gant has solid overall command while using the lower half of the strike zone as well as both sides of the plate. A potential No. 4 starter in the big leagues, he went 4-0, 1.99 with 43 strikeouts in 41 innings at Double-A Mississippi after joining the Braves. He is a candidate to begin 2016 at Triple-A Gwinnett after joining the 40-man roster in the offseason.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2013


	Brooklyn (NYP)


	SS


	6


	4


	2.89


	13


	13







	2014


	Savannah (SAL)


	LoA


	11


	5


	2.56


	21


	21







	2015


	St. Lucie (FSL)


	HiA


	2


	0


	1.79


	6


	6







	 


	Binghamton (EL)


	AA


	4


	5


	4.70


	11


	11







	 


	Mississippi (SL)


	AA


	4


	0


	1.99


	7


	7







	Minor League Totals


	30


	19


	3.24


	74


	71












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2013


	Brooklyn (NYP)


	1


	0


	72


	53


	1







	2014


	Savannah (SAL)


	2


	0


	123


	107


	5







	2015


	St. Lucie (FSL)


	0


	0


	40


	27


	4







	 


	Binghamton (EL)


	0


	0


	59


	67


	2







	 


	Mississippi (SL)


	0


	0


	41


	28


	1







	Minor League Totals


	3


	0


	403


	362


	21












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2013


	Brooklyn (NYP)


	28


	81


	10.2


	1.13


	.206







	2014


	Savannah (SAL)


	40


	114


	8.3


	1.20


	.231







	2015


	St. Lucie (FSL)


	10


	48


	10.7


	0.92


	.180







	 


	Binghamton (EL)


	26


	43


	6.5


	1.57


	.289







	 


	Mississippi (SL)


	14


	43


	9.5


	1.03


	.201







	Minor League Totals


	140


	386


	8.6


	1.25


	.238











17 RIO RUIZ, 3B




BA GRADE


50


Risk: High





Born: May 22, 1994. B-T: L-R. Ht.: 6-1. Wt.: 180. Drafted: HS—La Puente, Calif., 2012 (4th round). Signed by: Tim Costic (Astros).


Ruiz was part of the haul the Braves received from the Astros when they traded Evan Gattis to Houston in January 2015. A two-sport athlete in high school who played quarterback, Ruiz was headed to Southern California before turning pro for $1.85 million in 2012 as the Astros’ fourth-round pick. He developed steadily with Houston after making a mechanical adjustment to his collapsing front side at the plate, and he led the high Class A California League with 37 doubles in 2014. The Braves say Ruiz tried too hard to impress his new organization in 2015, when he hit just .211 with no home runs in the first half at Double-A Mississippi. He rebounded slightly in the second half, hitting .252/.337/.378 in 230 at-bats. Ruiz has a balanced lefthanded swing with good strike-zone judgment and solid-average raw power that has yet to translate into home-run production. He struggled against the best Double-A arms but showed signs of understanding how hurlers were setting him up in the second half. Ruiz has decent hands and an average arm at third base but needs to hone his footwork as well as his throwing accuracy. Ruiz seems destined to open 2016 back at Mississippi.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R


	H







	2013


	Quad Cities (MWL)


	LoA


	.260


	114


	416


	46


	108







	2014


	Lancaster (CAL)


	HiA


	.293


	131


	516


	76


	151







	2015


	Mississippi (SL)


	AA


	.233


	127


	420


	48


	98







	Minor League Totals


	.263


	410


	1487


	191


	391












	Year


	Club (League)


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI


	BB







	2013


	Quad Cities (MWL)


	33


	1


	12


	63


	50







	2014


	Lancaster (CAL)


	37


	2


	11


	77


	82







	2015


	Mississippi (SL)


	21


	1


	5


	46


	63







	Minor League Totals


	102


	7


	29


	204


	211












	Year


	Club (League)


	SO


	SB


	CS


	OBP


	SLG







	2013


	Quad Cities (MWL)


	92


	12


	3


	.335


	.430







	2014


	Lancaster (CAL)


	91


	4


	4


	.387


	.436







	2015


	Mississippi (SL)


	94


	2


	2


	.333


	.324







	Minor League Totals


	309


	20


	9


	.353


	.399











18 LUCAS HERBERT, C




BA GRADE


55


Risk: Extreme





Born: Nov. 28, 1996. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-0. Wt.: 200. Drafted: HS—San Clemente, Calif., 2015 (2nd round). Signed by: Dan Cox.


The Braves addressed a system-wide dearth of catching depth by selecting plus catch-and-throw receiver Herbert with the 54th overall pick in 2015. His impressive amateur résumé includes winning a gold medal at the Pan American Championship and leading San Clemente (Calif.) High to the 2015 National High School Invitational title. Herbert has extensive experience in calling games and shows impressive leadership skills behind the plate with his off-the-charts makeup. He possesses plus arm strength with pop times on throws to second base that consistently reside in the range of 1.9 seconds. He moves well behind the plate and does an excellent job of blocking balls while displaying a gritty approach to the game. The right-handed hitter has a simple swing and can drive the ball consistently. He possesses above-average power to his pull side, thanks to his superior physical strength in his hands and wrists. Herbert has the tools to be a starting catcher at the major league level as well as the experience to open 2016 at low Class A Rome.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R


	H







	2015


	Braves (GCL)


	R


	.500


	3


	4


	1


	2







	Minor League Totals


	.500


	3


	4


	1


	2












	Year


	Club (League)


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI


	BB







	2015


	Braves (GCL)


	0


	0


	1


	1


	0







	Minor League Totals


	0


	0


	1


	1


	0












	Year


	Club (League)


	SO


	SB


	CS


	OBP


	SLG







	2015


	Braves (GCL)


	1


	0


	0


	.600


	1.250







	Minor League Totals


	1


	0


	0


	.600


	1.250











19 ZACK BIRD, RHP




BA GRADE


50


Risk: High





Born: July 14, 1994. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-4. Wt.: 205. Drafted: HS—Jackson, Miss., 2012 (9th round). Signed by: Matt Paul (Dodgers).


The Braves acquired Bird from the Dodgers in the 2015 deadline deal that also brought Hector Olivera to Atlanta in exchange for prospect Jose Peraza, lefthander Alex Wood and a host of veteran hurlers. The righthander made progress in his fourth pro season and finished the campaign with three starts at Double-A Mississippi in his hometown of Jackson. Bird works off a low- to mid-90s fastball with good movement that has been clocked as high as 96 mph. His secondary offerings are inconsistent. Bird’s slider shows promise with its occasional sharp break, and his overhand curveball and changeup are solid pitches when he executes them correctly. He is a flyball pitcher who has averaged 8.7 strikeouts per nine innings as a pro, but he struggles with his command and control, leading to high walk rates and a career 1.46 WHIP. Bird possesses a 6-foot-4, projectable frame and has had difficulty repeating his mechanics, particularly in the lower half of his body. Scouts also have expressed concern about his stiff-shoulder arm action and the overall effort in his delivery, even though he has above-average athleticism. If Bird’s control problems continue, he will move to the bullpen, but for 2016 he will return to Mississippi.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2013


	Ogden (PIO)


	R


	2


	4


	5.77


	9


	9







	 


	Great Lakes (MWL)


	LoA


	2


	5


	5.10


	19


	11







	2014


	Great Lakes (MWL)


	LoA


	6


	17


	4.25


	26


	24







	2015


	R. Cucamonga (CAL)


	HiA


	5


	7


	4.75


	19


	17







	 


	Mississippi (SL)


	AA


	1


	1


	4.26


	3


	3







	Minor League Totals


	17


	36


	4.73


	86


	74












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2013


	Ogden (PIO)


	0


	0


	44


	43


	3







	 


	Great Lakes (MWL)


	0


	0


	60


	56


	5







	2014


	Great Lakes (MWL)


	1


	0


	119


	118


	9







	2015


	R. Cucamonga (CAL)


	0


	0


	89


	74


	6







	 


	Mississippi (SL)


	0


	0


	13


	8


	0







	Minor League Totals


	1


	0


	364


	335


	25












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2013


	Ogden (PIO)


	19


	44


	9.1


	1.42


	.247







	 


	Great Lakes (MWL)


	45


	50


	7.5


	1.68


	.249







	2014


	Great Lakes (MWL)


	55


	110


	8.3


	1.46


	.259







	2015


	R. Cucamonga (CAL)


	48


	95


	9.6


	1.37


	.226







	 


	Mississippi (SL)


	12


	8


	5.7


	1.58


	.186







	Minor League Totals


	196


	353


	8.7


	1.46


	.243











20 DUSTIN PETERSON, OF




BA GRADE


50


Risk: High





Born: Sept. 10, 1994. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-2. Wt.: 185. Drafted: HS—Gilbert, Ariz., 2013 (2nd round). Signed by: Dave Lottsfeldt (Padres).


Change has been the lone constant for Peterson since the Padres made him a second-round pick in 2013. A shortstop in high school, he shifted to third base in pro ball and played the position at low Class A Fort Wayne in 2014 before being traded to the Braves as part of the Justin Upton deal prior to the 2015 season. Moved to left field by the Braves, Peterson opened 2015 by hitting .314/.392/.448 at high Class A Carolina before being injured in the team’s bus wreck in May and missing three weeks. Still just 21, Peterson has quick hands and a whip-like swing that produces outstanding backspin when he barrels the ball. He has an advanced knowledge of the strike zone and works the count well, but he tends to swing and miss too often. After struggling defensively at the hot corner, Peterson made a solid transition to left field. He has an average arm and his fringe-average speed is not a liability. The Braves not only believe he will develop impact power at higher levels but that he will prove to be a better player than older brother D.J., a Mariners first-rounder in 2013. Though a return to the Carolina League to in 2016 would not be surprising, Peterson should reach Double-A Mississippi at some point during the campaign.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R


	H







	2013


	Padres (AZL)


	R


	.293


	38


	157


	20


	46







	2014


	Fort Wayne (MWL)


	LoA


	.233


	126


	527


	64


	123







	2015


	Carolina (CAR)


	HiA


	.251


	118


	446


	58


	112







	Minor League Totals


	.249


	282


	1130


	142


	281












	Year


	Club (League)


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI


	BB







	2013


	Padres (AZL)


	8


	0


	0


	18


	9







	2014


	Fort Wayne (MWL)


	31


	3


	10


	79


	25







	2015


	Carolina (CAR)


	15


	2


	8


	62


	44







	Minor League Totals


	54


	5


	18


	159


	78












	Year


	Club (League)


	SO


	SB


	CS


	OBP


	SLG







	2013


	Padres (AZL)


	33


	3


	0


	.337


	.344







	2014


	Fort Wayne (MWL)


	137


	1


	3


	.274


	.361







	2015


	Carolina (CAR)


	91


	6


	3


	.317


	.348







	Minor League Totals


	261


	10


	6


	.300


	.353











21 JASON HURSH, RHP




BA GRADE


45


Risk: High





Born: Oct. 2, 1991. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-3. Wt.: 200. Drafted: Oklahoma State, 2013 (1st round). Signed by: Gerald Turner.


Several scouts believed Hursh’s future resided in the bullpen when the Braves drafted him 31st overall out of Oklahoma State in 2013. The righthander missed his sophomore season after having Tommy John surgery, but he rebounding in his final campaign with the Cowboys. After going 2-6, 5.63 and allowing opponents to hit .338 through 15 starts, Hursh moved to the bullpen and recorded a 2.25 ERA and .257 average, including his time at Triple-A Gwinnett. Since moving to the bullpen, his fastball has improved to 94-98 mph with heavy sinking action and some armside run. His hard changeup arrives with split action, and his overhand curveball continues to improve but is not consistent enough to go through a lineup multiple times. Hursh’s plus makeup, aggressiveness and ability to work down in the zone to generate groundballs make him a possible candidate to work as a set-up reliever. Refinement of his secondary pitches and command would make Hursh a strong candidate to contribute in the Atlanta bullpen in 2016.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2013


	Rome (SAL)


	LoA


	1


	1


	0.67


	9


	9







	2014


	Mississippi (SL)


	AA


	11


	7


	3.58


	27


	26







	2015


	Mississippi (SL)


	AA


	3


	6


	5.14


	24


	15







	 


	Gwinnett (IL)


	AAA


	1


	0


	5.40


	10


	0







	Minor League Totals


	16


	14


	3.86


	70


	50












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2013


	Rome (SAL)


	0


	0


	27


	20


	1







	2014


	Mississippi (SL)


	1


	0


	148


	151


	5







	2015


	Mississippi (SL)


	0


	2


	82


	111


	3







	 


	Gwinnett (IL)


	0


	0


	15


	16


	2







	Minor League Totals


	1


	2


	273


	298


	11












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2013


	Rome (SAL)


	10


	15


	5.0


	1.11


	.206







	2014


	Mississippi (SL)


	43


	83


	5.0


	1.31


	.272







	2015


	Mississippi (SL)


	32


	60


	6.6


	1.74


	.323







	 


	Gwinnett (IL)


	5


	5


	3.0


	1.40


	.281







	Minor League Totals


	90


	163


	5.4


	1.42


	.283











22 SHAE SIMMONS, RHP




BA GRADE


45


Risk: High





Born: Sept. 3, 1990. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 5-11. Wt.: 180. Drafted: Southeast Missouri State, 2012 (22nd round). Signed by: Terry Tripp.


Simmons’ 2015 season ended before it began when he had Tommy John surgery in mid-February. Before that he had charted a meteoric rise through the Atlanta system, beginning in 2013 when he saved 24 games in 25 opportunities. He continued to dominate at Double-A Mississippi in 2014 and wound up pitching in the majors before shoulder discomfort shelved him in late July. Simmons’ bread and butter is a heavy, sinking fastball that sits at 95-97 mph and reached triple digits prior to his surgery. His slider has the potential to become a plus pitch with excellent tilt, though he has been inconsistent with the offering’s command. He also shows an overhand curveball that he uses like a changeup, but he needs to add more depth to the pitch. Simmons has the overall stuff to work as a closer in the big leagues, but the Braves won’t know what they have for sure until late 2016 or possibly 2017.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2013


	Rome (SAL)


	LoA


	1


	1


	1.49


	39


	0







	 


	Mississippi (SL)


	AA


	0


	0


	2.45


	11


	0







	2014


	Mississippi (SL)


	AA


	0


	0


	0.78


	20


	0







	 


	Atlanta (NL)


	MAJ


	1


	2


	2.91


	26


	0







	 


	Gwinnett (IL)


	AAA


	0


	1


	36.00


	2


	2







	2015


	Did not play--Injured







	Major League Totals


	1


	2


	2.91


	26


	0







	Minor League Totals


	3


	4


	1.76


	88


	3












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2013


	Rome (SAL)


	0


	24


	42


	26


	0







	 


	Mississippi (SL)


	0


	0


	11


	5


	0







	2014


	Mississippi (SL)


	0


	14


	23


	15


	0







	 


	Atlanta (NL)


	0


	1


	22


	15


	1







	 


	Gwinnett (IL)


	0


	0


	1


	3


	0







	2015


	Did not play--Injured







	Major League Totals


	0


	1


	22


	15


	1







	Minor League Totals


	0


	40


	102


	65


	0












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2013


	Rome (SAL)


	15


	66


	14.0


	0.97


	.169







	 


	Mississippi (SL)


	7


	16


	13.1


	1.09


	.139







	2014


	Mississippi (SL)


	6


	30


	11.7


	0.91


	.183







	 


	Atlanta (NL)


	11


	23


	9.6


	1.20


	.197







	 


	Gwinnett (IL)


	2


	1


	9.0


	5.00


	.600







	2015


	Did not play--Injured







	Major League Totals


	11


	23


	9.6


	1.20


	.197







	Minor League Totals


	46


	149


	13.1


	1.09


	.178











23 BRADY FEIGL, LHP




BA GRADE


45


Risk: High





Born: Dec. 27, 1990. B-T: R-L. Ht.: 6-4. Wt.: 195. Signed: Mount St. Mary’s, 2013 (NDFA). Signed by: Gene Kerns.


Feigl was not drafted after spending four years at Mount St. Mary’s, in part because he lost his junior year due to surgery to repair a torn labrum in his shoulder. He proceeded to work as a high school baseball coach in Maryland and gave private pitching lessons before signing with the Braves after throwing on a scout day in the fall of 2013 at his alma mater. Feigl displayed an increase in arm strength, resulting in a low-90s fastball that touched 94 mph along with a decent feel for a changeup and breaking ball. He pitched well enough the following spring to open 2014 at low Class A Rome and receive a promotion to the high Class A Carolina League during the season. That showing earned him an invitation to big league camp in 2015, when he nearly made the major league roster prior to making one relief appearance at Triple-A Gwinnett and having Tommy John surgery in late April. In addition to his solid-average, three-pitch arsenal, Feigl pounds the lower third of the zone and does a good job of working both sides of the plate. He is tough on lefthanded batters and could become a situational reliever in the big leagues. The Braves believe he should return by the second half of 2016.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2014


	Rome (SAL)


	LoA


	2


	3


	3.50


	25


	0







	 


	Lynchburg (CAR)


	HiA


	3


	2


	2.05


	13


	0







	2015


	Gwinnett (IL)


	AAA


	0


	0


	0.00


	1


	0







	Minor League Totals


	5


	5


	2.98


	39


	0












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2014


	Rome (SAL)


	0


	0


	44


	49


	2







	 


	Lynchburg (CAR)


	0


	1


	22


	11


	0







	2015


	Gwinnett (IL)


	0


	0


	1


	1


	0







	Minor League Totals


	0


	1


	66


	61


	2












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2014


	Rome (SAL)


	9


	37


	7.6


	1.33


	.275







	 


	Lynchburg (CAR)


	4


	23


	9.4


	0.68


	.155







	2015


	Gwinnett (IL)


	2


	0


	0.0


	4.50


	.333







	Minor League Totals


	15


	60


	8.1


	1.15


	.242











24 DAN WINKLER, RHP




BA GRADE


50


Risk: Extreme





Born: Feb. 2, 1990. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-3. Wt.: 200. Drafted: Central Florida, 2011 (20th round). Signed by: John Cedarburg (Rockies).


Atlanta selected Winkler from the Rockies during the major league phase of the 2014 Rule 5 draft. Winkler led the minors with 175 strikeouts in 2013, which he finished at Double-A Tulsa. He breezed through the Texas League in 2014, recording a 1.41 ERA in 12 starts, before having Tommy John surgery on July 1. Winkler’s strengths are his deception, ability to exploit a hitter’s weakness and above-average control of three pitches. He hides the ball well using his low three-quarters arm slot and creates different angles with his unorthodox delivery and inverted elbow that draws comparisons with veteran reliever Pat Neshek. Winkler mixes an 88-90 mph fastball that touches 92 with a cutter and slider with solid movement. While he does a good job of working inside to jam lefthanded batters, he is difficult for righthanders to pick up, which contributed to a .103 opponent average in 2014. Winkler returned from rehab to make two brief relief appearances with Atlanta in September 2015. Despite working as a starter in the minors, he profiles as a reliever in the majors. Winkler must spend 90 days on the Braves’ active big league roster (to satisfy the Rule 5 restriction) before he can be optioned to the minors. He accrued about 25 days in 2015, so he will have about two months to prove himself to the big league staff in 2016.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2013


	Modesto (CAL)


	HiA


	12


	5


	2.97


	22


	22







	 


	Tulsa (TL)


	AA


	1


	2


	3.04


	5


	5







	2014


	Tulsa (TL)


	AA


	5


	2


	1.41


	12


	12







	2015


	Atlanta (NL)


	MAJ


	0


	0


	10.80


	2


	0







	Major League Totals


	0


	0


	10.80


	2


	0







	Minor League Totals


	33


	22


	3.35


	76


	76












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2013


	Modesto (CAL)


	0


	0


	130


	84


	15







	 


	Tulsa (TL)


	0


	0


	27


	23


	3







	2014


	Tulsa (TL)


	1


	0


	70


	33


	5







	2015


	Atlanta (NL)


	0


	0


	2


	2


	2







	Major League Totals


	0


	0


	2


	2


	2







	Minor League Totals


	1


	0


	430


	356


	45












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2013


	Modesto (CAL)


	37


	152


	10.5


	0.93


	.184







	 


	Tulsa (TL)


	10


	23


	7.8


	1.24


	.240







	2014


	Tulsa (TL)


	17


	71


	9.1


	0.71


	.139







	2015


	Atlanta (NL)


	1


	2


	10.8


	1.80


	.286







	Major League Totals


	1


	2


	10.8


	1.80


	.286







	Minor League Totals


	130


	447


	9.4


	1.13


	.224











25 JOHAN CAMARGO, SS




BA GRADE


45


Risk: High





Born: Dec. 13, 1993. B-T: B-R. Ht.: 6-0. Wt.: 170. Signed: Panama, 2010. Signed by: Luis Ortiz.


Camargo ranked as the No. 11 prospect in the Rookie-level Appalachian League in 2013, then finished the 2014 season at high Class A Carolina. He returned to Carolina in 2015 and continued to make steady improvement. A solid all-around player with easy, fluid actions and plus hand-eye coordination, Camargo has a line-drive approach with his smooth swing from both sides of the plate. He demonstrates an excellent feel for the strike zone by working the count, using the entire field and making consistent contact. Camargo continues to add strength and is capable driving the ball in the gaps but has below-average power. His knowledge of the game and ability to anticipate plays make him a good baserunner and give him better range than his average speed and quickness would suggest. He also has soft hands, above-average arm strength and solid accuracy on his throws that should allow him to remain at shortstop. Camargo has the intangibles to be a strong utility infielder in the big leagues, with the ability to start if he continues to add strength. He’s in line for a promotion to Double-A Mississippi in 2016.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R


	H







	2013


	Danville (APP)


	R


	.294


	57


	228


	28


	67







	2014


	Rome (SAL)


	LoA


	.267


	115


	420


	53


	112







	 


	Lynchburg (CAR)


	HiA


	.259


	17


	58


	7


	15







	2015


	Carolina (CAR)


	HiA


	.258


	130


	391


	50


	101







	Minor League Totals


	.280


	378


	1295


	176


	363












	Year


	Club (League)


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI


	BB







	2013


	Danville (APP)


	7


	4


	0


	14


	18







	2014


	Rome (SAL)


	16


	4


	0


	40


	34







	 


	Lynchburg (CAR)


	2


	0


	1


	6


	1







	2015


	Carolina (CAR)


	15


	6


	1


	32


	30







	Minor League Totals


	54


	15


	4


	118


	108












	Year


	Club (League)


	SO


	SB


	CS


	OBP


	SLG







	2013


	Danville (APP)


	31


	3


	3


	.359


	.360







	2014


	Rome (SAL)


	50


	7


	6


	.320


	.324







	 


	Lynchburg (CAR)


	13


	0


	0


	.262


	.345







	2015


	Carolina (CAR)


	54


	4


	2


	.315


	.335







	Minor League Totals


	175


	20


	14


	.341


	.354











26 RONALD ACUNA, OF




BA GRADE


50


Risk: Extreme





Born: Dec. 18, 1997. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-0. Wt.: 180. Signed: Venezuela, 2014. Signed by: Rolando Petit.


Signed out of Venezuela on July 2, 2014, for $100,000, Acuna opened eyes in his first taste of pro ball. The 17-year-old skipped the Dominican Summer League in 2015 and never looked overmatched in either the Rookie-level Gulf Coast or Appalachian leagues, where he ranked as the Nos. 11 and 14 prospect, respectively. Acuna impressed the Braves in minor league camp with his outstanding feel for the game, which convinced the organization to challenge him against older competition. He showed plus speed in center field and on the bases and should be a stolen-base threat at higher levels. He takes good routes to balls in the gaps and flashed well above-average arm strength with solid accuracy and carry on his throws. Acuna has quick hands and an aggressive swing but has advanced plate discipline. He barrels pitches consistently and showed excellent raw power that should generate solid extra-base production as his body matures. Acuna projects as more of a gap-to-gap hitter and profiles as a table-setter. He could push his way to low Class A Rome in 2016.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R


	H







	2015


	Braves (GCL)


	R


	.258


	37


	132


	31


	34







	 


	Danville (APP)


	R


	.290


	18


	69


	10


	20







	Minor League Totals


	.269


	55


	201


	41


	54












	Year


	Club (League)


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI


	BB







	2015


	Braves (GCL)


	9


	2


	3


	11


	18







	 


	Danville (APP)


	5


	2


	1


	7


	10







	Minor League Totals


	14


	4


	4


	18


	28












	Year


	Club (League)


	SO


	SB


	CS


	OBP


	SLG







	2015


	Braves (GCL)


	23


	11


	3


	.376


	.424







	 


	Danville (APP)


	19


	5


	1


	.388


	.464







	Minor League Totals


	42


	16


	4


	.380


	.438











27 MAURICIO CABRERA, RHP




BA GRADE


50


Risk: Extreme





Born: Sept. 22, 1993. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-3. Wt.: 230. Signed: Dominican Republic, 2010. Signed by: Roberto Aquino.


Cabrera’s development has been slowed by inconsistency, which has been caused in part by forearm discomfort in 2014 that kept him out of action for two months. Despite advancing to Double-A Mississippi toward the end of 2015, he walked a career-worst 6.5 batters per nine innings. Cabrera’s strength is an overpowering fastball that sat at 100 mph and topped out at 104 during instructional league. His slider has decent movement when he throws it with conviction, and his changeup needs considerable work. Cabrera returned to the Arizona Fall League for the second straight season in 2015 in hopes of honing his control but he walked seven in 12 innings. How well he progresses in that area will determine how much of a contributor he will be as a reliever with Atlanta. A return to Mississippi appears likely in 2016.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2013


	Rome (SAL)


	LoA


	3


	8


	4.18


	24


	24







	2014


	Braves (GCL)


	R


	0


	0


	6.75


	3


	2







	 


	Lynchburg (CAR)


	HiA


	1


	1


	5.59


	19


	3







	2015


	Carolina (CAR)


	HiA


	2


	2


	5.52


	23


	0







	 


	Mississippi (SL)


	AA


	0


	1


	5.71


	13


	0







	Minor League Totals


	9


	19


	4.35


	113


	50












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2013


	Rome (SAL)


	1


	0


	131


	118


	3







	2014


	Braves (GCL)


	0


	0


	4


	3


	0







	 


	Lynchburg (CAR)


	0


	0


	29


	24


	1







	2015


	Carolina (CAR)


	0


	1


	31


	30


	1







	 


	Mississippi (SL)


	0


	0


	17


	12


	1







	Minor League Totals


	1


	1


	323


	283


	11












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2013


	Rome (SAL)


	71


	107


	7.3


	1.44


	.243







	2014


	Braves (GCL)


	2


	3


	6.8


	1.25


	.214







	 


	Lynchburg (CAR)


	19


	26


	8.1


	1.48


	.226







	2015


	Carolina (CAR)


	17


	28


	8.1


	1.52


	.250







	 


	Mississippi (SL)


	18


	25


	13.0


	1.73


	.188







	Minor League Totals


	174


	273


	7.6


	1.42


	.235











28 ANDREW THURMAN, RHP




BA GRADE


45


Risk: High





Born: Dec. 10, 1991. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-3. Wt.: 225. Drafted: UC Irvine, 2013 (2nd round). Signed by: Brad Budzinski (Astros).


Thurman joined the Braves as part of the Evan Gattis trade with the Astros in January 2015. Since turning pro, he has battled his command and struggled to gain a consistent feel for the most effective velocity on his fastball, which sits in the low 90s but tends to flatten when touching the mid-90s. Thurman was among those injured in high Class A Carolina bus wreck in May 2015 and missed nearly two months. He was promoted to Double-A Mississippi shortly after his return in July and pitched well in instructional league before heading to the Arizona Fall League. Thurman mixes a solid-average changeup with his fastball, and he needs improvement with his curveball and slider. His overall command has been lacking as well, with scouts noting the inconsistencies in his mechanics and hard landing on his front foot. Thurman projects as a reliever in the major leagues unless his secondary pitches make significant strides. Expect him to open 2016 back at Mississippi.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2013


	Tri-City (NYP)


	SS


	4


	2


	3.86


	12


	5







	2014


	Quad Cities (MWL)


	LoA


	7


	9


	5.38


	26


	20







	2015


	Braves (GCL)


	R


	1


	0


	3.38


	3


	2







	 


	Carolina (CAR)


	HiA


	5


	4


	3.77


	11


	11







	 


	Mississippi (SL)


	AA


	1


	4


	5.18


	5


	5







	Minor League Totals


	18


	19


	4.67


	57


	43












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2013


	Tri-City (NYP)


	0


	1


	40


	43


	5







	2014


	Quad Cities (MWL)


	0


	1


	115


	122


	9







	2015


	Braves (GCL)


	0


	0


	8


	6


	1







	 


	Carolina (CAR)


	0


	0


	57


	57


	2







	 


	Mississippi (SL)


	0


	0


	24


	29


	0







	Minor League Totals


	0


	2


	245


	257


	17












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2013


	Tri-City (NYP)


	11


	43


	9.8


	1.36


	.277







	2014


	Quad Cities (MWL)


	40


	107


	8.3


	1.40


	.275







	2015


	Braves (GCL)


	1


	9


	10.1


	0.88


	.207







	 


	Carolina (CAR)


	11


	43


	6.8


	1.19


	.256







	 


	Mississippi (SL)


	16


	14


	5.2


	1.85


	.302







	Minor League Totals


	79


	216


	7.9


	1.37


	.271











29 ROB WHALEN, RHP




BA GRADE


45


Risk: High





Born: Jan. 31, 1994. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-2. Wt.: 200. Drafted: HS—Haines City, Fla. (12th round). Signed by: Mike Silvestri (Mets).


Whalen and John Gant joined the Braves at the 2015 trade deadline, when the Braves sent Juan Uribe and Kelly Johnson to the Mets. After joining the Braves in 2015, Whalen made three starts in late July before having knee surgery. The righthander succeeds with plus deception and excellent command of all his pitches. Hitters have difficulty picking up the ball out of his hand, which makes his average fastball with solid sink more effective. He generates a lot of swings and misses with his curveball, which has a tight three-quarters tilt and was considered to be the best bender in the Mets system in 2014. Whalen also shows a good feel for his changeup and slider, with both potential solid-average pitches with improvement. He is expected to open the season at Double-A Mississippi.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2013


	Kingsport (APP)


	R


	3


	2


	1.87


	12


	12







	2014


	Mets (GCL)


	R


	0


	1


	1.29


	3


	2







	 


	Savannah (SAL)


	LoA


	9


	1


	2.01


	11


	10







	2015


	St. Lucie (FSL)


	HiA


	4


	5


	3.36


	15


	14







	 


	Carolina (CAR)


	HiA


	1


	2


	3.29


	3


	3







	Minor League Totals


	17


	11


	2.48


	45


	41












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2013


	Kingsport (APP)


	0


	0


	72


	50


	1







	2014


	Mets (GCL)


	0


	0


	7


	4


	0







	 


	Savannah (SAL)


	0


	0


	63


	44


	2







	2015


	St. Lucie (FSL)


	0


	0


	83


	72


	4







	 


	Carolina (CAR)


	0


	0


	14


	11


	2







	Minor League Totals


	0


	0


	240


	182


	9












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2013


	Kingsport (APP)


	17


	76


	9.5


	0.93


	.187







	2014


	Mets (GCL)


	2


	10


	12.9


	0.86


	.160







	 


	Savannah (SAL)


	19


	53


	7.6


	1.01


	.192







	2015


	St. Lucie (FSL)


	34


	61


	6.6


	1.28


	.231







	 


	Carolina (CAR)


	4


	7


	4.6


	1.10


	.224







	Minor League Totals


	76


	208


	7.8


	1.08


	.205











30 STEVE JANAS, RHP




BA GRADE


45


Risk: High





Born: April 21, 1992. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-5. Wt.: 200. Drafted: Kennesaw State, 2013 (6th round). Signed by: Brian Bridges.


Janas has become more effective as his arm strength has gradually returned following Tommy John surgery at Kennesaw State in 2012. He returned from the surgery in 10 months to post an all-Atlantic Sun Conference performance in 2013 and sign with the Braves as a sixth-round pick. Inconsistent at low Class A Rome in 2014, Janas dominated at high Class A Carolina in 2015. Among those injured in the team bus wreck in May, he missed seven weeks on the disabled list but returned to pitch most of the second half at Double-A Mississippi with mixed results. Janas delivers on a steep downhill plane. He generates lots of groundballs with his sinking fastball that sits at 89-91 mph. His slider has a solid, late bite and his changeup has a chance to be an average pitch. Janas has some of the best command in the organization and limits potential damage by walking just 2.1 batters per nine innings in 2015. He should begin 2016 at Double-A Mississippi.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2013


	Danville (APP)


	R


	0


	1


	5.79


	2


	2







	2014


	Rome (SAL)


	LoA


	2


	6


	4.52


	18


	17







	2015


	Carolina (CAR)


	HiA


	5


	0


	0.49


	6


	6







	 


	Mississippi (SL)


	AA


	2


	8


	4.87


	13


	13







	Minor League Totals


	9


	15


	3.94


	39


	38












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2013


	Danville (APP)


	0


	0


	5


	9


	0







	2014


	Rome (SAL)


	0


	0


	98


	108


	8







	2015


	Carolina (CAR)


	1


	0


	37


	18


	0







	 


	Mississippi (SL)


	0


	0


	68


	83


	1







	Minor League Totals


	1


	0


	208


	218


	9












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2013


	Danville (APP)


	4


	3


	5.8


	2.79


	.391







	2014


	Rome (SAL)


	29


	61


	5.6


	1.40


	.283







	2015


	Carolina (CAR)


	4


	24


	5.8


	0.59


	.146







	 


	Mississippi (SL)


	20


	33


	4.3


	1.51


	.309







	Minor League Totals


	57


	121


	5.2


	1.32


	.274











Baltimore Orioles
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BY STEVE MELEWSKI


The Orioles had a disappointing 2015 season. Coming off a 96-win season in 2014 in which it won the American League East by 12 games, Baltimore went 81-81 and finished in third place, 12 games behind the Blue Jays.


There was no postseason, though the club did post a fourth consecutive .500 or better season. And after a 14-year run of losing seasons, the Orioles’ 355 wins since 2012 leads the AL.


The club is at a bit of a crossroads heading into the winter, however. Baltimore had six key free agents—with Chris Davis, Wei-Yin Chen and Gerardo Parra still on the market—and if it lost most of them, a farm system that was ranked near the bottom of the sport may not have the reinforcements ready.
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CLIFF WELCH


Face of the franchise Manny Machado bashed 35 homers in an MVP-caliber campaign





Orioles officials would counter that argument by pointing out that several players from their farm system helped produce a four-year winning percentage of .548. That list includes recent seasons from third baseman Manny Machado, second baseman Jonathan Schoop, catcher Caleb Joseph and righthander Kevin Gausman.


Four homegrown Orioles pitchers made their debuts in 2015 in relievers Mychal Givens and Oliver Drake and starters Tyler Wilson and Mike Wright. All four could help the 2016 club, though none profiles as an impact regular.


The Orioles also have traded some of their pitching prospects to acquire major league-ready help. Among those traded are righthander Zach Davies (Brewers) and lefties Eduardo Rodriguez (Red Sox), Josh Hader (Brewers), Stephen Tarpley and Steven Brault (both Pirates). Those trades have thinned the system, though, and left less talent for GM Dan Duquette to trade.


Even as the O’s dealt those hurlers, pitching let them down in 2015. The team ERA went from third in the AL during the division-title 2014 season to ninth. The starter ERA went from fifth to 14th in the league.


The organization’s player-development operation, led by Brian Graham, saw Triple-A Norfolk and Double-A Bowie win division titles in 2015. Bowie beat Reading in a five-game series to claim its first Eastern League championship.


The Orioles’ Rookie-level Gulf Coast League team finished nine games better than.500 and featured players like 2015 first-round shortstop Ryan Mountcastle and fourth-rounder Ryan McKenna, who may already be prepared for full-season ball just a year removed from high school.


The Orioles will continue to restock their farm with up to seven picks in the first three rounds of the 2016 draft. They have their own top pick, plus two more potential first-rounders if they lose Davis and Chen, two second-rounders, a supplemental second-rounder and a third-rounder. Inroads in Latin America, however, continue to be slow, with corner infielder Jomar Reyes standing out in a thin crowd.


TOP PROSPECTS OF THE DECADE






	Year


	Player, Pos.


	2015 Org







	2006


	Nick Markakis, of


	Braves







	2007


	Billy Rowell, 3b


	Did not play







	2008


	Matt Wieters, c


	Orioles







	2009


	Matt Wieters, c


	Orioles







	2010


	Brian Matusz, lhp


	Orioles







	2011


	Manny Machado, ss


	Orioles







	2012


	Dylan Bundy, rhp


	Orioles







	2013


	Dylan Bundy, rhp


	Orioles







	2014


	Dylan Bundy, rhp


	Orioles







	2015


	Dylan Bundy, rhp


	Orioles








As the 2015 season ended there was some heat on the major league and minor league operations. The big league team lost 15 more games than in 2014, and on the farm, the Orioles continue to deal with pitching injuries to key arms like Dylan Bundy and Hunter Harvey, while Branden Kline became the latest to have Tommy John surgery. Thus some fans are again questioning the Orioles’ ability to develop pitchers.





ORGANIZATION OVERVIEW



General Manager: Dan Duquette. Farm Director: Brian Graham. Scouting Director: Gary Rajsich. Class Team






	Class


	Team


	League


	W


	L


	PCT


	Finish


	Manager







	Majors


	Baltimore Orioles


	American


	81


	81


	.500


	9th (15)


	Buck Showalter







	Triple-A


	Norfolk Tides


	International


	78


	66


	.542


	3rd (14)


	Ron Johnson







	Double-A


	Bowie Baysox


	Eastern


	79


	63


	.556


	2nd (12)


	Gary Kendall







	High Class A


	Frederick Keys


	Carolina


	64


	76


	.457


	7th (8)


	Orlando Gomez







	Low Class A


	Delmarva Shorebirds


	South Atlantic


	71


	67


	.514


	6th (14)


	Ryan Minor







	Short-season


	Aberdeen IronBirds


	New York-Penn


	40


	36


	.526


	6th (14)


	Luis Pujols







	Rookie


	GCL Orioles


	Gulf Coast


	34


	25


	.576


	t-5th (16)


	Matt Merrullo







	Overall 2015 Minor League Record


	366


	333


	.524


	9th (30).


	 








THIS YEAR’S TOP 30






	No.


	Player, Pos.


	Status







	1.


	Dylan Bundy, rhp


	60/Extreme







	2.


	Hunter Harvey, rhp


	60/Extreme







	3.


	Chance Sisco, c


	55/High







	4.


	Jomar Reyes, 3b


	55/Extreme







	5.


	Mychal Givens, rhp


	45/Low







	6.


	Chris Lee, lhp


	50/High







	7.


	Ryan Mountcastle, 3b


	50/High







	8.


	Trey Mancini, 1b


	45/Medium







	9.


	D.J. Stewart, of


	50/High







	10.


	Mike Wright, rhp


	45/Medium







	11.


	Tanner Scott, lhp


	50/Extreme







	12.


	Jason Garcia, rhp


	45/Medium







	13.


	Dariel Alvarez, of


	45/Medium







	14.


	Christian Walker, 1b


	45/Medium







	15.


	Jonah Heim, c


	45/High







	16.


	Tim Berry, lhp


	45/High







	17.


	Ofelky Peralta, rhp


	50/Extreme







	18.


	David Hess, rhp


	45/High







	19.


	Tyler Wilson, rhp


	40/Low







	20.


	Lazaro Leyva, rhp


	45/High







	21.


	Oliver Drake, rhp


	40/Low







	22.


	Parker Bridwell, rhp


	45/High







	23.


	Ariel Miranda, lhp


	45/High







	24.


	Gray Fenter, rhp


	50/Extreme







	25.


	Mike Yastrzemski, of


	45/High







	26.


	Garrett Cleavinger, lhp


	45/High







	27.


	Alex Murphy, c


	40/High







	28.


	Josh Hart, of


	45/Extreme







	29.


	Branden Kline, rhp


	45/Extreme







	30.


	Glynn Davis, of


	40/High








LAST YEAR’S TOP 30






	No.


	Player, Pos.


	Status







	1.


	Dylan Bundy, rhp


	No. 1







	2.


	Hunter Harvey, rhp


	No. 2







	3.


	Christian Walker, 1b


	No. 14







	4.


	Chance Sisco, c


	No. 3







	5.


	Dariel Alvarez, of


	No. 13







	6.


	Zach Davies, rhp


	(Brewers)







	7.


	Tim Berry, lhp


	No. 16







	8.


	Mike Wright, rhp


	No. 10







	9.


	Mike Yastrzemski, of


	No. 25







	10.


	Jomar Reyes, 3b


	No. 4







	11.


	Pat Connaughton, rhp


	Dropped out







	12.


	Tyler Wilson, rhp


	No. 19







	13.


	Jon Keller, rhp


	Dropped out







	14.


	Henry Urrutia, of


	Dropped out







	15.


	Drew Dosch, 3b


	Dropped out







	16.


	Stephen Tarpley, lhp


	(Pirates)







	17.


	Jason Garcia, rhp


	No. 12







	18.


	Steven Brault, lhp


	(Pirates)







	19.


	Mike Ohlman, c


	(Cardinals)







	20.


	David Hess, rhp


	No. 18







	21.


	Adrian Marin, ss


	Dropped out







	22.


	Parker Bridwell, rhp


	No. 22







	23.


	Brian Gonzalez, lhp


	Dropped out







	24.


	Logan Verrett, rhp


	(Mets)







	25.


	Josh Hart, of


	No. 28







	26.


	Branden Kline, rhp


	No. 29







	27.


	Mychal Givens, rhp


	No. 5







	28.


	Jonah Heim, c


	No. 15







	29.


	Ofelky Peralta, rhp


	No. 17







	30.


	Trey Mancini, 1b


	No. 8








BEST TOOLS






	Best Hitter for Average


	Chance Sisco







	Best Power Hitter


	Jomar Reyes







	Best Strike-Zone Discipline


	Chance Sisco







	Fastest Baserunner


	Glynn Davis







	Best Athlete


	Ryan Mountcastle







	Best Fastball


	Tanner Scott







	Best Curveball


	Hunter Harvey







	Best Slider


	Dylan Bundy







	Best Changeup


	Chris Lee







	Best Control


	Tyler Wilson







	Best Defensive Catcher


	Jonah Heim







	Best Defensive Infielder


	Adrian Marin







	Best Infield Arm


	Jomar Reyes







	Best Defensive Outfielder


	Glynn Davis







	Best Outfield Arm


	Dariel Alvarez








PROJECTED 2019 LINEUP






	Catcher


	Chance Sisco







	First Base


	Trey Mancini







	Second Base


	Jonathan Schoop







	Third Base


	Ryan Mountcastle







	Shortstop


	Manny Machado







	Left Field


	D.J. Stewart







	Center Field


	Adam Jones







	Right Field


	Dariel Alvarez







	Designated Hitter


	Jomar Reyes







	No. 1 Starter


	Kevin Gausman







	No. 2 Starter


	Dylan Bundy







	No. 3 Starter


	Hunter Harvey







	No. 4 Starter


	Chris Lee







	No. 5 Starter


	David Hess







	Closer


	Zach Britton











MINOR LEAGUE DEPTH CHART



BALTIMORE ORIOLES


TOP 2016 ROOKIE: Mychal Givens, rhp. He could play a key bullpen role in 2016 after big league success last year.


BREAKOUT PROSPECT: David Hess, rhp. A big second half in 2015 could lead to bigger things.


SLEEPER: Irving Ortega, ss. Dominican youngster shows athleticism and promise at shortstop.




SOURCE OF TOP 30 TALENT






	Homegrown


	28


	Acquired


	2







	College


	10


	Trades


	1







	Junior college


	1


	Rule 5 draft


	1







	High school


	11


	Independent leagues


	0







	Nondrafted free agents


	1


	Free agents/waivers


	0







	International


	5


	 


	 













[image: Image]





DRAFT ANALYSIS



2015


BEST PURE HITTER: OF D.J. Stewart (1) hit.344 in three seasons at Florida State, and when he’s right, he lashes line drives from the left-center field gap to the right-field line. He has a unique, squatty stance and never quite got set while trying to adjust it a bit as a pro and hit just.218/.288/.345.


BEST POWER HITTER: Stewart has tremendous strength and power potential, but so does OF Jason Heinrich (5), who participated in the 2014 Junior Home Run Derby. He hit the second-longest home run during the 2014 World Wood Bat event in Jupiter, Fla., measuring 410 feet.


FASTEST RUNNER: Maine product OF Ryan McKenna (4), who attended prep school in New Hampshire, is an easy plus runner, covering 60 yards in 6.45-6.5 seconds, times that should help him profile in center field.


BEST DEFENSIVE PLAYER: OF Cedric Mullins (13), an above-average runner himself, plays an above-average center field and profiles there as a potential table-setter.


BEST FASTBALL: Strong-bodied RHP Gray Fenter (7) got the largest signing bonus ($1 million) of any pitcher Baltimore drafted and has the highest upside, with a fastball that sits 90-94 mph and has reached 97. LHP Garrett Cleavinger (3) usually sits 92-93 but has hit 97 as well, with good running life on the pitch.


BEST SECONDARY PITCH: Fenter has flashed a put-away breaking ball, a hard curve with high spin rates at its best that at times morphs into a slurvier pitch. RHP Jay Flaa (6), a $10,000 senior signee out of North Dakota State, also misses bats with his hard upper-70s breaking ball.


BEST PRO DEBUT: Flaa dominated in his first 22 pro innings, posting a 1.25 ERA with a 24-5 strikeout-walk ratio. He had four saves, half as many as RHP Ryan Meisinger (11), who had a 36-5 K-BB rate in 24 innings for the IronBirds.


BEST ATHLETE: SS/3B Ryan Mountcastle (1s) has baseball athleticism and body control that reminds some Orioles scouts of a young Ryan Zimmerman. He’s a plus runner as well who could move to center field.


MOST INTRIGUING BACKGROUND: Unsigned OF Jake Pries (37), now at UCLA, is the son of Jeff, who reached Triple-A as a player, and grandson of Don Pries, a baseball lifer who is in the Orioles’ hall of fame for his time as an area scout and director of player personnel. 2B Jack Graham (38) is the son of club farm director Brian Graham.


CLOSEST TO THE MAJORS: Cleavinger should move quickly in a relief role.


BEST LATE-ROUND PICK: Meisinger has performed, has a durable frame that evokes Colby Lewis and a usable changeup. LHP Robert Strader (12) had trouble finding the strike zone at Louisville but has hit 94 mph with his fastball.


THE ONE WHO GOT AWAY: The Orioles couldn’t come to terms with RHP Jonathan Hughes (2), who wound up at Georgia Tech.


ASSESSMENT: The O’s need D.J. Stewart, Ryan Mountcastle—who wasn’t a consensus choice at No. 36 overall but got off to a strong start—and Heinrich to stand out because getting power bats into the system was a priority of the class. .


2014


Baltimore had no picks in the first two rounds, and RHP Pat Connaughton (4) has chosen basketball to this point over baseball. That leaves LHPs Brian Gonzalez (3) and Tanner Scott (6) carrying the class.


GRADE: D


2013


Injuries have waylaid RHP Hunter Harvey (1), but C Chance Sisco (2) has been a revelation, as has 1B Trey Mancini (8). LHPs Stephen Tarpley (3) and Steven Brault (11) have been traded to the Pirates.


GRADE: B


2012


RHP Kevin Gausman (1) has been on the verge of breaking out in the majors for two years. LHP Josh Hader (19), a late-round find, has been traded twice and now is with the Brewers.


GRADE: C+


TOP DRAFT PICKS OF THE DECADE






	Year


	Player, Pos.


	2015 Org







	2006


	Billy Rowell, 3b


	Did not play







	2007


	Matt Wieters, c


	Orioles







	2008


	Brian Matusz, lhp


	Orioles







	2009


	Matt Hobgood, rhp


	Orioles







	2010


	Manny Machado, 3b


	Orioles







	2011


	Dylan Bundy, rhp


	Orioles







	2012


	Kevin Gausman, rhp


	Orioles







	2013


	Hunter Harvey, rhp


	Orioles







	2014


	Brian Gonzalez, lhp (3rd round)


	Orioles







	2015


	D.J. Stewart, of


	Orioles








LARGEST BONUSES IN CLUB HISTORY






	Matt Wieters, 2007


	$6,000,000







	Manny Machado, 2010


	$5,250,000







	Kevin Gausman, 2012


	$4,320,000







	Dylan Bundy, 2011


	$4,000,000







	Adam Loewen, 2002


	$3,200,000











1 DYLAN BUNDY, RHP
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DAVID SCHOFIELD







BA GRADE


60


Risk: Extreme


SCOUTING GRADES


Fastball: 65


Slider: 60


CurveBall: 55.


Changeup: 50


Control: 55


Based on 20-80 scouting scale and future projection rather than present tools.





Born: Nov. 15, 1992. B-T: B-R Ht.: 6-1. Wt.: 200. Drafted: HS—Owasso, Okla., 2011 (1st round). Signed by: Ernie Jacobs


Even after being limited to 63 innings since the start of the 2013 season, Bundy remains the Orioles’ top prospect for the fifth straight year. That level of continuity evokes memories of oft-injured, 6-foot-10 lefthander Ryan Anderson, the one-time Mariners farmhand who ranked as Seattle’s No. 1 prospect for five straight seasons from 1998 to 2002. Bundy was considered among the most advanced high school pitchers in years while at Owasso (Okla.) High, and he went fourth overall in a deep 2011 draft. He signed a $6.23 million major league contract that included a $4 million bonus. Bundy breezed through the minors in 2012, going 9-3, 2.52 in 23 starts with 10.3 strikeouts and 2.4 walks per nine innings before reaching the majors as a reliever that September. His velocity was down during 2013 spring training, however, and he eventually succumbed to Tommy John surgery performed by Dr. James Andrews on June 27 of that year. Just when he appeared to be past the long rehab in May 2015, he developed a rare shoulder issue that set him back again. He felt discomfort caused by calcification in the Teres minor muscle behind his right shoulder. He was finally cleared to throw in September, and by November the Orioles sent him to the Arizona Fall League, where he threw just two innings before being shut down with forearm stiffness.


Bundy in 2015 flashed his pre-surgery talent at times in his eight starts at Double-A Bowie, and then in an all-too-brief AFL stint. The Orioles say they saw more consistent flashes of his dominating stuff that once enabled the righthander rank among the game’s elite prospects. The pre-surgery Bundy pitched in the mid-90s, sometimes touching 98 mph. He showed a plus curveball with sharp break and a changeup that made dramatic improvement throughout the 2012 season. The Orioles asked Bundy not to throw his slider/cutter at that time, so he instead focused on developing his other pitches. His slider is back now as his top secondary pitch. With command, his curve is a clear plus pitch and his changeup is solid-average. In the fall, club officials felt Bundy showed a more free-and-easy delivery with less effort. He needs to continue to build arm and shoulder strength, because his fastball that touched 96 mph at Bowie in May touched just 94 in his first AFL outing. Club officials did not consider Bundy’s shoulder or forearm issues from 2015 to be serious.


Because Bundy has used the maximum four minor league options years from 2012 to 2015, he cannot be sent to the minors in 2016 without first clearing waivers. (However, he could spend up to 30 days there while on rehab.) With so little work over the last three years—just 63 innings and 17 starts—Bundy will be limited to around 75 innings in 2016 even if he is fully healthy. Those innings will likely come in the big league bullpen in a multi-inning, long-relief role. Several questions still need to be answered: Can Bundy stay healthy and return to his previous top-prospect form? And can he work his way back into the rotation at some point? After the setback during the AFL, the health questions that threatened Bundy’s future have resurfaced.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2013


	Did not play—Injured







	2014


	Aberdeen (NYP)


	SS


	0


	1


	0.60


	3


	3







	 


	Frederick (CAR)


	HiA


	1


	2


	4.78


	6


	6







	2015


	Bowie (EL)


	AA


	0


	3


	3.68


	8


	8







	Major League Totals


	0


	0


	0.00


	2


	0







	Minor League Totals


	10


	9


	2.59


	40


	40












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2013


	Did not play—Injured







	2014


	Aberdeen (NYP)


	0


	0


	15


	10


	0







	 


	Frederick (CAR)


	0


	0


	26


	28


	0







	2015


	Bowie (EL)


	0


	0


	22


	21


	0







	Major League Totals


	0


	0


	2


	1


	0







	Minor League Totals


	0


	0


	167


	126


	6












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2013


	Did not play—Injured







	2014


	Aberdeen (NYP)


	3


	22


	13.2


	0.87


	.189







	 


	Frederick (CAR)


	13


	15


	5.1


	1.56


	.283







	2015


	Bowie (EL)


	5


	25


	10.2


	1.18


	.253







	Major League Totals


	1


	0


	0.0


	1.20


	.200







	Minor League Totals


	49


	181


	9.8


	1.05


	.211











2 HUNTER HARVEY, RHP
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BATLIMORE ORIOLES







BA GRADE


60


Risk: Extreme





Born: Dec. 9, 1994. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-3. Wt.: 175. Drafted: HS—Catawba, N.C. 2013 (1st round). Signed by: Chris Gale.


The Orioles drafted Harvey, whose father Bryan was an all-star closer with the Angels and Marlins, 22nd overall in 2013 and signed him to a slot bonus of $1,947,600. His talent was evident at low Class A Delmarva in 2014, when he struck out 10.9 batters per nine innings before being shut down in late July with a strained right flexor mass in his elbow. While Harvey has not had surgery, he also has not pitched in a game since then. He looked good at 2015 spring training before he was hit by a comebacker and suffered a shin injury. He returned to pitch in extended spring only to be shut down with elbow stiffness. Harvey received a platelet-rich plasma injection during a May 18 visit with Dr. James Andrews. He returned to pitch in instructional league only to be shut down for the third time in 2015 with elbow discomfort. In early October, Dr. Andrews recommended up to six weeks of rest before the resumption of a throwing program. Doctors detected healing on Harvey’s MRI and surgery has not been recommended. One scout said a healthy Harvey showed everything you want in a top-of-the-rotation starter—talent, poise and mound presence. He commanded a fastball that sat between 92-94 mph and touched 97 as well as a plus curve-ball that overmatched hitters at times. His changeup made gains in 2014 and flashed plus. The Orioles are hopeful Harvey will be 100 percent healthy in 2016. If he is, he could begin 2016 at high Class A Frederick with the potential to move quickly.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2013


	Orioles (GCL)


	R


	0


	0


	1.35


	5


	5







	 


	Aberdeen (NYP)


	SS


	0


	1


	2.25


	3


	3







	2014


	Delmarva (SAL)


	LoA


	7


	5


	3.18


	17


	17







	2015


	Did not play—Injured







	Minor League Totals


	7


	6


	2.87


	25


	25












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2013


	Orioles (GCL)


	0


	0


	13


	10


	0







	 


	Aberdeen (NYP)


	0


	0


	12


	11


	0







	2014


	Delmarva (SAL)


	0


	0


	88


	66


	5







	2015


	Did not play—Injured







	Minor League Totals


	0


	0


	113


	87


	5












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2013


	Orioles (GCL)


	2


	18


	12.2


	0.90


	.208







	 


	Aberdeen (NYP)


	4


	15


	11.3


	1.25


	.239







	2014


	Delmarva (SAL)


	33


	106


	10.9


	1.13


	.209







	2015


	Did not play—Injured







	Minor League Totals


	39


	139


	11.1


	1.12


	.212











3 CHANCE SISCO, C
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BATLIMORE ORIOLES







BA GRADE


55


Risk: High





Born: Feb. 24, 1995. B-T: L-R. Ht.: 6-1. Wt.: 188. Drafted: HS—Corona, Calif., 2013 (2nd round). Signed by: Mark Ralston


The Orioles made Sisco a second-round selection in 2013 and signed him for a below-slot $785,000. While he must answer questions about his defense, Sisco hit .340 at low Class A Delmarva in 2014 to win the South Atlantic League batting title, and he hit a combined .297/.376/.415 in 2015, which he finished as a 20-year-old at Double-A Bowie. Scouts like Sisco’s controlled, line-drive, lefthanded swing and the fact that he uses the whole field and seldom over-swings. He lets the ball travel deep into the hitting zone and uses the off field often. His hit tool is well ahead of his power, which is below-average. He has an advanced eye at the plate and recognizes pitches well. Sisco’s career .402 on-base percentage is more impressive, scouts say, because he has below-average speed and doesn’t get infield hits. Sisco’s defense grades as below-average, but the Orioles believe he has a chance to be a capable defender. While he threw out just 20 percent of basestealers at high Class A Frederick in 2015, he handled a staff that won the Eastern League title. Some scouts feel Sisco will never be good enough to catch in the majors, while others see tools, including hands and arm strength, that can be developed to average quality. Sisco will begin 2016 back at Bowie with a chance to reach Triple-A Norfolk.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R


	H







	2013


	Orioles (GCL)


	R


	.371


	31


	97


	15


	36







	 


	Aberdeen (NYP)


	SS


	.200


	2


	5


	1


	1







	2014


	Delmarva (SAL)


	LoA


	.340


	114


	426


	56


	145







	2015


	Frederick (CAR)


	HiA


	.308


	75


	263


	30


	81







	 


	Bowie (EL)


	AA


	.257


	20


	74


	9


	19







	Minor League Totals


	.326


	242


	865


	111


	282












	Year


	Club (League)


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI


	BB







	2013


	Orioles (GCL)


	4


	1


	1


	11


	17







	 


	Aberdeen (NYP)


	0


	0


	0


	0


	1







	2014


	Delmarva (SAL)


	27


	2


	5


	63


	42







	2015


	Frederick (CAR)


	12


	3


	4


	26


	33







	 


	Bowie (EL)


	4


	0


	2


	8


	9







	Minor League Totals


	47


	6


	12


	108


	102












	Year


	Club (League)


	SO


	SB


	CS


	OBP


	SLG







	2013


	Orioles (GCL)


	21


	1


	1


	.475


	.464







	 


	Aberdeen (NYP)


	2


	0


	0


	.333


	.200







	2014


	Delmarva (SAL)


	79


	1


	2


	.406


	.448







	2015


	Frederick (CAR)


	41


	8


	1


	.387


	.422







	 


	Bowie (EL)


	14


	0


	1


	.337


	.392







	Minor League Totals


	157


	10


	5


	.402


	.436











4 JOMAR REYES, 3B
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BATLIMORE ORIOLES







BA GRADE


55


Risk: Extreme





Born: Feb. 20, 1997. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-4. Wt.: 210. Signed: Dominican Republic, 2014. Signed by: Fred Ferreira/Calvin Maduro/Enrique Constante.


The Orioles signed the 16-year-old Reyes in January 2014 for $350,000, the largest bonus in franchise history for a Dominican amateur. The starting third baseman at low Class A Delmarva in 2015, Reyes was limited to 89 games by injuries. He had surgery in mid-October to repair a broken hamate bone in his left hand that he hurt during instructional league. During the season, he missed six weeks with a sprained right thumb and ended the campaign with a concussion. One scout said Reyes’ build reminded him of Miguel Sano and his batting approach of Jonathan Schoop. He has raw power to all fields and a chance to produce plus power as his doubles begin turning into homers. Reyes’ hit tool lags behind his power right now, but his strike-zone discipline made strides in 2015, though it still has a long way to go. He is a below-average runner. On defense, Reyes showed decent hands, but his footwork could improve at third base. Some expect that he will eventually outgrow the position and move to first base. Reyes should once again be among the youngest players in his league in 2016 when he advances to high Class A Frederick.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R


	H







	2014


	Orioles (GCL)


	R


	.285


	53


	186


	23


	53







	2015


	Orioles (GCL)


	R


	.250


	5


	16


	2


	4







	 


	Delmarva (SAL)


	LoA


	.278


	84


	309


	36


	86







	Minor League Totals


	.280


	142


	511


	61


	143












	Year


	Club (League)


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI


	BB







	2014


	Orioles (GCL)


	10


	2


	4


	29


	15







	2015


	Orioles (GCL)


	2


	0


	0


	4


	2







	 


	Delmarva (SAL)


	27


	4


	5


	44


	18







	Minor League Totals


	39


	6


	9


	77


	35












	Year


	Club (League)


	SO


	SB


	CS


	OBP


	SLG







	2014


	Orioles (GCL)


	38


	1


	0


	.333


	.425







	2015


	Orioles (GCL)


	5


	1


	0


	.368


	.375







	 


	Delmarva (SAL)


	73


	1


	0


	.334


	.440







	Minor League Totals


	116


	3


	0


	.335


	.432











5 MYCHAL GIVENS, RHP
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BATLIMORE ORIOLES







BA GRADE


45


Risk: Low





Born: May 13, 1990. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-1. Wt.: 220. Drafted: HS—Tampa, 2009 (2nd round). Signed by: John Martin.


Once a Top 10 Prospect as a shortstop, Givens returns to the ranking as a reliever. He first took the mound at low Class A Delmarva in 2013 but didn’t break through until 2015, when he advanced from Double-A Bowie to Baltimore. Givens ranked fourth among qualified full-season relievers in 2015 with 12.4 strikeouts per nine innings. He hit just .247 with six home runs in 1,000 pro plate appearances, and given his athleticism and two-way background in high school, he seamlessly converted to the mound. Throwing from a low three-quarters arm slot, Givens has a plus fastball that ranges between 92-96 mph. His heater shows good life and sink. He also throws a slider and changeup, and both are solid-average pitches that can flash plus. He leaned on his slider in the big leagues. Givens made strides with his command when he began to pitch more out of a crouch to more consistently repeat his arm slot. He showed above-average poise in the majors, where he soaked up knowledge from other pitchers, particularly fellow low-slot righthander Darren O’Day. Givens will begin 2016 as an Orioles middle reliever but has setup potential.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2013


	Delmarva (SAL)


	LoA


	2


	3


	4.22


	28


	0







	2014


	Frederick (CAR)


	HiA


	1


	2


	3.24


	18


	0







	 


	Bowie (EL)


	AA


	0


	0


	3.91


	18


	0







	2015


	Bowie (EL)


	AA


	4


	2


	1.73


	35


	0







	 


	Baltimore (AL)


	MAJ


	2


	0


	1.80


	22


	0







	Major League Totals


	2


	0


	1.80


	22


	0







	Minor League Totals


	7


	7


	3.06


	99


	0












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2013


	Delmarva (SAL)


	0


	3


	43


	34


	1







	2014


	Frederick (CAR)


	0


	3


	33


	21


	2







	 


	Bowie (EL)


	0


	0


	25


	19


	0







	2015


	Bowie (EL)


	0


	15


	57


	38


	1







	 


	Baltimore (AL)


	0


	0


	30


	20


	1







	Major League Totals


	0


	0


	30


	20


	1







	Minor League Totals


	0


	21


	159


	112


	4












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2013


	Delmarva (SAL)


	19


	36


	7.6


	1.24


	.219







	2014


	Frederick (CAR)


	16


	27


	7.3


	1.11


	.174







	 


	Bowie (EL)


	23


	28


	9.9


	1.66


	.209







	2015


	Bowie (EL)


	16


	79


	12.4


	0.94


	.185







	 


	Baltimore (AL)


	6


	38


	11.4


	0.87


	.185







	Major League Totals


	6


	38


	11.4


	0.87


	.185







	Minor League Totals


	74


	170


	9.6


	1.17


	.196











6 CHRIS LEE, LHP




[image: Image]


BOWIE BAYSOX







BA GRADE


50


Risk: High





Born: Aug. 17, 1992. B-T: L-L. Ht.: 6-3. Wt.: 180. Drafted: Santa Fe (Fla.) CC, 2011 (4th round). Signed by: Larry Pardo (Astros).


The Orioles are excited about Lee, whom they acquired from the Astros in May 2015 for two international bonus slots worth $655,800. Houston selected him in the fourth round of the 2011 draft and signed him for $215,000. He never pitched above low Class A in the Astros system, but he advanced quickly to Double-A Bowie with Baltimore and joined the 40-man roster in November. Lee pitched more effectively once he left Houston’s tandem-starter system, and his velocity increased in 2015. He pitched at 88-91 mph at high Class A Frederick and then sat 91-94 at Bowie. One scout said he saw Lee hold velocity deep into a game in which he touched 96 mph several times in the sixth inning. He throws a hard, tight slider that sometimes touches the high 80s and a changeup that some feel is his best secondary pitch to go to for swings and misses. Lee continues to improve his command and control, which was poor early in his career. At Bowie, pitching coach Alan Mills challenged Lee to go after hitters and pitch inside more. He has a solid, maintenance-free delivery that is repeatable and also has helped him improve his control. Lee probably will begin 2016 in the Bowie or Triple-A Norfolk rotation and has a ceiling as a back-end starter.
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