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1 A Good-Morning Story


“Simon! Hurry down for breakfast or you’re going to be late for school!”

Simon could hear his dad calling up to him, but he still had a few more plates to comb. He wanted to make sure they looked perfect for sea-and-tell today. There, that looked right!
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“Hi, Simon!” someone called from outside.

Simon peered out his window. It was his orca pal, Walter. Simon waved to him.
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“Have a good day at school!” Walter said, and swam away. It took a minute for him to entirely disappear. He was twenty feet long, after all.

After gathering up his school- work, Simon glanced around for his lucky pearl. He couldn’t wait to show it off to his classmates. It had a blue mark on one side that reminded Simon of the color of the ocean when the sun shone through. Now… where was it?
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Simon checked under his sponge bed and inside his seashell closet. No luck. He burrowed his snout into his clamshell toy chest and—success!
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He knew that he would have to come up with a great story about how he’d gotten the pearl. Everyone knew Simon Seahorse loved to tell a tale, and they looked forward to hearing his stories. Well, most everyone did.
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Simon tucked the pearl into his backpack. Then he quickly swam downstairs. The kitchen seemed even more crowded than usual. And that was saying a lot because Simon had eleven brothers and sisters! Simon had to eat his kelp pancakes while floating next to the table.

“I was starting to think you’d swum up to the surface!” Simon’s dad said with a smile.

“Well, you’ll never believe what actually happened,” Simon said. “A huge orca peeked through my window and sang me a good-morning song! Then I couldn’t find my lucky pearl. I searched high and low, from sea to… sea, and when I had almost given up hope…”
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“Did you find it?” Simon’s youngest brother, Earl, asked eagerly.

“I found it!” said Simon triumphantly.

Simon’s oldest sister, Kya, had been bouncing a bubble on her head. She was training for bubble ball tryouts. But she suddenly stopped. “An orca sang you a good-morning song?” she asked, her eyes narrowed.
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“Well,” Simon began, “he did say good morning, but it wasn’t a song. But if he had sung a song, it would have sounded like this!” Simon lowered his voice and broke into his version of a whale song. He did a little dance as he sang.
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When he was done, his siblings clapped and cheered.

Kya laughed. “We don’t call you ‘Simon Says’ for nothing!”

Simon smiled. It was true that his siblings called him that. “You can’t beat a good story!” he said cheerfully. “Or a good song,” he added.

“All right, everyone,” Mr. Seahorse said. “It’s getting late.”
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As his brothers and sisters swam out of the house, Simon gulped down the rest of his breakfast. Then he grabbed his backpack and checked to make sure everything was inside.

Oceanography homework? Check.

Lucky pearl? Check.
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Glitter sand? Check. You never knew when you were going to need a little bit of glitter!

Simon put his backpack on and hurried outside.

At the corner of Seaweed Lane, his best friend, an octopus named Olive, was waiting for him.
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“There you are!” Olive said. She checked the watches on each of her pink arms. “Come on. I don’t want to ruin my perfect attendance record!”

They swam across the street and hopped into the current that would take them to school.
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“So tell me what happened this morning,” Olive said with a knowing smile.

“You’ll never believe it. There was a huge orca outside my window!” Simon began. Then he launched into the rest of his incredible tale as they swam to school.
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