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1 DeeDee’s News


“And then Orion zoomed past the sea snake so fast that it accidentally tied itself in a knot! After that we sped away from Wave Beach,” Simon Seahorse said.

His best friend, Olive Octopus, laughed. “So… how much of that story really happened?” she asked as she and Simon swam toward school.
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“Well…,” Simon began.

Just then, Cam Crab scuttled by. “Knowing Simon and his stories,” Cam said, “probably none of it.”

Simon smiled. Cam’s crabbiness didn’t bother him.

“Well,” said Simon, “my brother Orion and I did go to Wave Beach this weekend. The rest might not have happened exactly like I said. But it’s fun to imagine, isn’t it?” There was nothing Simon liked more than a good story.

“I guess so,” Cam said, shuffling away.
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Olive smiled. “It is fun to imagine. But I think your imagination might be a little bigger than ours, Simon.”

Finally Simon and Olive reached Coral Grove Elementary. They swam up the reef to Ms. Tuttle’s classroom.

Simon settled into his seat next to his friend DeeDee. “I like your shell necklace!” he told her.

”Thanks!” said DeeDee. “I made it all by myself.”

“Do you think you could show me how to do it?” Simon asked.

A strange look passed over DeeDee’s face. “Oh, I don’t know,” she said slowly.
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Just then Ms. Tuttle called out, “Good morning, class! Today we’ll be talking about the importance of phytoplankton. Did you know that it’s a food source for everything from zooplankton to whales?”
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Simon sat up straight, forgetting about DeeDee’s necklace. He loved learning about the different creatures in the ocean. You never knew when you’d meet a new one!

After the class did some worksheets—and Simon did some daydreaming about whales—it was time for recess. But instead of sending everyone out to the playground, Ms. Tuttle called DeeDee up to the front of the room.
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“DeeDee has some news to share with us,” Ms. Tuttle explained.

“I wanted to let everyone know that my family and I are moving out of Coral Grove!” DeeDee said, bouncing with excitement.

Everyone around Simon gasped. Some friends clapped. But Simon only stared at DeeDee, not sure how to feel. This must be why DeeDee had acted so strangely when Simon asked her about making shell necklaces. She wouldn’t be in town long enough to show him how!
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But why would anyone ever leave Coral Grove?
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2 The Perfect Idea


At recess everyone crowded around DeeDee on the playground.

“Where is your family going?” asked Lionel.

“We’re moving to Tidal Isle to be closer to my baby cousins,” DeeDee explained. “They’re so cute. I’m excited to see them all the time!”

“Tidal Isle,” Cam repeated with a frown. “Never heard of it.”

“Oh, it’s amazing!” DeeDee said. “The streets are lined with golden sea grass, and all the homes are decorated with tropical sea fans. Plus, there’s a whirlpool fountain in the center of town that’s supposed to make wishes come true.”
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Simon’s mouth gaped open. Now he could see why someone could be excited to move. Tidal Isle sounded pretty fantastic!

“When do you leave?” Olive asked.

“This Sunday,” DeeDee said. “My room is already packed up.”

“Wow, that’s really soon,” said Lionel.

DeeDee’s smile faded. “I’m excited about our new home, but it’ll be hard to say goodbye to Coral Grove,” she admitted.
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“We’re really going to miss you,” said Nix, her long eel tail drooping.

The others nodded. Suddenly nobody seemed excited anymore.

Simon couldn’t believe that DeeDee would be leaving Coral Grove forever! He should give her something to remember her old home by. But how could he possibly put everything great about Coral Grove in one place?
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