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To the glory of God, in memory of my infant daughter


Christy Marie


who returned all too soon to the Lord she loved and in honor of my grandchildren,


Rachel, Daniel, Grace, Scott, and Elizabeth,


with prayers that the women they meet on these pages will inspire them to love and serve God.





Preface


As I researched this book, I was inspired, intrigued, and humbled by the stories of women who have served God in spite of limitations, obstacles, and sometimes rejection. Although I had earned a master of arts in religion and had served as a director of Christian education for ten years, my background had not informed me of all that the gentle sex had accomplished in the name of Christ.


The idea for this book began germinating in the mid-1990s when I was invited to instruct a seminary course on women in ministry. As my students and I reflected on the challenges we had faced firsthand as women in ministry, the stories of other women who had done great things, often with little support, made our experiences seem less remarkable.


This book, the result of those discoveries, is meant to be read as a daily devotional, with time spent pondering the messages and responses drawn from the lives of those women.


I think of the women on these pages as big sisters and little sisters—famous and ordinary women—who have joined forces to build the kingdom of God. They represent all eras since the birth of the church and have served as bridge builders between generations as they passed on their legacy of faith to natural and spiritual sons and daughters.


My main objective has been to let women know that opportunities for effective Christian service are limitless. By reading of how others have used their spiritual gifts—in the church, in the home, in the workplace, on the mission field, on the airwaves, on the firing line—women may discover options they never dreamed of. The women on these pages have been unstoppable. If they ran into roadblocks, they simply waved a hand and kept going—either straight ahead or by embracing the detour.


I also wanted to encourage women, and men too, who have grown weary in ministry. Many on these pages have labored for decades with little reward. Some have faced resistance to their roles as women in leadership. Some faced danger as they took the message of freedom in Christ to women in countries where they were (or are) considered inferior to men. Many of the women in this book have faced seemingly insurmountable odds. They gave birth to and buried babies, often far from home. Some buried husbands and remained on the field to finish the work they had begun together. Some have done great things; others, small things that bring little recognition. Our personal burdens seem lighter when we read of sisters who have endured.


Finally, I wanted to shine the spotlight on women who have been hidden behind the scenes, many times behind their husbands. What do we know of Emma Moody or Idelette Calvin? What do we know of missionary wives raising families in jungle settings—who also teach, nurse, and confront the forces of evil? Many women have devoted their lives to Christian service yet have been overlooked by Christian biographers.


My criteria for including the women in this book was that, like Mary, who poured her precious perfume on the feet of Jesus, these women have poured out their lives in utter devotion to their Savior. They come from various theological backgrounds and cultures. Their interpretations of women’s roles differ. But Protestant or Catholic, teachers or preachers, single or married, traditionalists or trendsetters, Victorian or postmodern—they stand as role models of grace and dignity for us all. May their stories inspire us to serve God.


SHIRLEY BROSIUS


Millersburg, Pennsylvania


October 2006
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January 1


Abigail Adams, 1744–1818


The authorities are God’s servants, who give their full time to governing.


Romans 13:6


HER SERVICE: Served her country as a patriot and homemaker


HER MESSAGE: The moral and ethical direction of a country—and a congregation—is shaped in the homes of its leaders.


HER STORY: The only woman besides Barbara Bush to both marry and give birth to presidents of the United States, Abigail Adams viewed caring for her family as a simple act of patriotism.


Born to a Congregational minister and his wife in Weymouth, Massachusetts, young Abigail read the classics and learned French. She and John Adams, nine years her senior, married in 1764. For some of their fifty-four years of marriage, they spent longer periods apart than together. John worked as an itinerant lawyer, served as a representative to the First and Second Continental Congresses, and represented the country abroad on his road to the presidency. During his absences Abigail ran their farm, raised four children, and cared for extended family members.


Abigail taught her children to live virtuous lives and to remain committed to God. While she advocated the education and legal autonomy of women, she felt they could best serve their country by being good wives and mothers in the home.


MY RESPONSE: If everyone lived by the values modeled in my home, would I feel proud?




January 2


Eliza Agnew, 1807–1883


No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of God.


Luke 9:62


HER SERVICE: Education and evangelism


HER MESSAGE: A lifetime spent sowing seeds of faith yields a bumper crop of souls.


HER STORY: After reporting to the Presbyterian-operated girls’ boarding school in Uduville, Ceylon, in 1839, Eliza Agnew never returned home to New York. She served as principal of the facility for forty years, and as a result of her effective administration and skillful teaching, the school earned a good reputation.


Eliza was devoted to the girls of Ceylon. She visited regional church centers annually, and rather than taking furloughs, she spent her school vacations visiting in the homes of former students.


Those who taught at boys’ schools in the region struggled to win converts. But not Eliza. She led more than six hundred girls to Christ and became known as the (spiritual) mother of a thousand daughters. After retirement, Eliza remained in Ceylon until her death four years later.


MY RESPONSE: Is my service to God based on convenience or commitment?




January 3


Sharon Linn Hoffman Ambler, 1962–


I have become [the church’s] servant by the commission God gave me to present to you the word of God in its fullness.


Colossians 1:25


HER SERVICE: Mission work


HER MESSAGE: The effective Christian models a lifestyle of obedience to God both at home and in the world.


HER STORY: Since 1998 Sharon Ambler has served in the Strategic Frontiers Department of Youth With a Mission (YWAM). She spent ten years pioneering the mission’s work in the Philippines and Haiti.


Sharon Hoffman grew up in rural Pennsylvania. A baby sister died when Sharon was five years old, and Sharon learned that if Jesus was her Lord, she would see her sister again in heaven. This gave the young girl a burden to lead other people to Christ. At fifteen, Sharon heard a preacher speak of visiting Haiti and felt a calling to mission work. After college Sharon worked as a respiratory therapist, then joined YWAM in 1984. Five years later she married John-Mark Ambler, who also serves with YWAM. The couple considers parenting their five adopted sons—two from Haiti and three from China—part of their ministry.


On mission trips Sharon offers medical relief, distributes Bibles, and evangelizes. Some people criticize her for leaving John-Mark at home with the children. But the Amblers release each other to follow God’s directives, and their efforts bear fruit both at home and abroad. All five sons have accepted Christ, and two have gone on mission trips to Mexico.


MY RESPONSE: How can I fulfill my calling to minister both to my family and to others?




January 4


Jessie Daniel Ames, 1883–1972


The Lord will fulfill his purpose for me; your love, O Lord, endures forever—do not abandon the works of your hands.


Psalm 138:8


HER SERVICE: Worked for women’s suffrage and anti-lynching laws


HER MESSAGE: Good women, banded together, can accomplish great work.


HER STORY: Involvement with Methodist women’s groups led Jessie Daniel Ames to participate in the women’s suffrage movement. In 1919 she served as founding president of the Texas League of Women Voters. In 1930 she rallied other white women and founded the Association of Southern Women for the Prevention of Lynching (ASWPL).


Born and raised in Texas, Jessie Daniel graduated from the Ladies Annex of Southwestern University and married Roger Post Ames. Roger’s work as an army surgeon took him to Central America, leaving Jessie in Texas. Roger died of blackwater fever in 1914, the year the last of the couple’s three children was born.


In 1916 Jessie organized the Georgetown Equal Suffrage League. She also wrote a newspaper column on voting rights, and her efforts contributed to Texas’s becoming the first Southern state to ratify the Nineteenth Amendment, giving women the right to vote.


Jessie became director of the Texas Council of the Commission on Interracial Cooperation in 1924 and later moved to Atlanta to be the national director of that commission’s Women’s Committee, which financially backed her ASWPL work. Southwestern University recognized her contribution to social justice by establishing the Jessie Daniel Ames Lecture Series.


MY RESPONSE: Who might join me to address needs in my church or community?




January 5


Marian Anderson, 1902–1993


And the God of all grace . . . after you have suffered a little while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast.


1 Peter 5:10


HER SERVICE: Singing


HER MESSAGE: God uses ordinary women to do extraordinary things for His glory—in spite of others’ rejection.


HER STORY: Fondly remembered for the popular tune “He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands,” Marian Anderson’s career spanned decades and continents.


The director of Marian’s church choir was the first to spotlight her rich contralto voice. A singing contest won her a performance with the New York Philharmonic Orchestra. Other contests and fellowships followed, funding her study of music and voice at home and in Europe. Yet her path wasn’t always easy.


In 1939 the Daughters of the American Revolution refused to let her perform as scheduled in Constitution Hall in Washington DC because she was African American. But that wasn’t the end of the matter. First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt resigned from the group in protest and helped arrange an alternate concert site—at the Lincoln Memorial. The concert drew seventy-five thousand people, and millions more listened by radio, making it a banner event for civil rights.


Although Marian repeatedly dealt with racial prejudice, she credited God’s directing hand for sustaining her as she worked hard to succeed in her career.


MY RESPONSE: Has anyone ever rejected my ministry? Have I placed the outcome in God’s hands?




January 6


Patty Anglin, 1953–


Go out quickly into the streets . . . and bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind and the lame.


Luke 14:21


HER SERVICE: Serving as an adoption advocate, writing, and speaking


HER MESSAGE: We offer the highest service as we stoop to embrace the lowly.


HER STORY: Already parents to a blended family of seven children, Patty Anglin and her husband, Harold, have also adopted nine special-needs children of various nationalities. One was rescued from a trash can, another from an attempted abortion. Several have multiple disabilities. The book Acres of Hope, coauthored by Patty, tells of their ministry by the same name.


Patty grew up in Africa, where her parents served as medical missionaries. She accepted Christ at age nine and dreamed of running an orphanage for African babies. The family returned to Michigan when Patty was in high school. She later married but divorced after nine years.


After Patty married Harold, they took in foster children in response to a social worker’s plea. Attachments led to adoptions. In the early 1990s the family moved to a Wisconsin farm. They later built a new home, added a cottage to house women who’d just given birth, and turned the original farmhouse into a maternity home. When their new home burned to the ground in 2003, the family moved back into the farmhouse and used the insurance settlement to open Acres of Hope, Liberia, the orphanage that had always been Patty’s dream.


MY RESPONSE: How might I offer my time and skills to embrace a needy child?




January 7


Louisa H. Anstey, 1800s


Sons are a heritage from the Lord, children a reward from him.


Psalm 127:3


HER SERVICE: Mission work, founded orphanage


HER MESSAGE: People don’t care about our religion until they know we care about their welfare.


HER STORY: During a three-year famine, Louisa H. Anstey began caring for starving children in India. Within a few years she was looking after six hundred boys and girls. Her home became an orphanage, and a Christian community sprang up around it.


Louisa originally went to India under assignment for the London Missionary Society, but poor health forced her return to England. In the 1860s she traveled to southern India as an independent missionary and began visiting native women. Few residents of the high-caste Brahman village showed interest—until famine struck. Louisa took food to as many people as she could and took in emaciated children whom desperate parents abandoned in her path. Cholera claimed the lives of many of the children she took in, but more came. Villagers began to ask why a well-educated, cultured woman would care about children. Such conversations opened hearts to the gospel.


Funds to support Louisa’s ministry came from India, Europe, and America. In 1890, after twenty years of caring for children, Louisa turned her work over to the Methodist Episcopal Church. Her orphanage grew into a great mission center.


MY RESPONSE: How might I show a nonbeliever that I care?




January 8


Susan B. Anthony, 1820–1906


Let justice roll on like a river, righteousness like a never–failing stream!


Amos 5:24


HER SERVICE: Worked for civil rights


HER MESSAGE: Speak up about social injustice.


HER STORY: Although Susan B. Anthony died before women were granted the right to vote, her tireless campaign for women’s suffrage led to the passage of the Nineteenth Amendment.


Growing up in a Quaker community, Susan developed a keen sense of justice. Men and women were treated equitably, and Quakers did not own slaves. Her father had always encouraged her to speak out against evil and injustice, and Susan first raised her voice against the use of alcoholic beverages. When she was denied the platform to address the New York State Sons of Temperance, she organized the Woman’s New York State Temperance Society. She also spoke out against slavery.


Susan traveled extensively to promote her causes, in spite of being treated disrespectfully. She was even, as an agent for the American AntiSlavery Society, hung in effigy.


But Susan pressed on. In her push for women’s rights, she made speeches, wrote letters, and testified before congressional committees. Along with Elizabeth Cady Stanton, she published a newspaper about women’s rights and organized the National Woman Suffrage Association. She also helped to organize international suffrage associations and contributed to writing the four-volume The History of Woman Suffrage.


MY RESPONSE: What inequalities do I observe? How might I address them?




January 9


Alice Rebecca Appenzeller, 1885–1950


The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and discipline.


Proverbs 1:7


HER SERVICE: Mission work


HER MESSAGE: Investing in education pays dividends in changed lives.


HER STORY: The first Korean-born American missionary, Alice Rebecca Appenzeller served as president of Ewha College in Seoul, Korea, from 1922 to 1939. Supported by Alice’s fund-raising, a new campus was opened in 1935 with 450 students. Fifty years later Ewha had grown to be the largest university for women in the world. Many Ewha graduates have become prominent women in South Korea.


Alice was born during her parents’ missionary service in Korea. Back in the United States, she attended college and taught. Then, in 1914, she returned to Korea as a missionary. Alice earned a master’s degree and encouraged other missionaries to use their furloughs for education.


Until Alice’s tenure, Korean music had been used only in secular entertainment and shamanistic worship. She offered native Korean music lessons, and her influence added a spiritual dimension to that means of expression.


Alice also considered liberty essential to education. At Ewha she lifted restrictions on social interaction with men and ended the censorship of letters so that women learned to accept responsibility for themselves.


In 1939 the Korean government banned foreigners from leading educational institutions, so Alice ministered to the Korean Methodist community in Hawaii for a few years before returning to Korea in 1946. There she continued to serve as Ewha’s honorary president.


MY RESPONSE: How might I invest in education, my own or others’, in a way that will change lives?




January 10


Kathy Appleton, 1956–


Do not be afraid.


Revelation 1:17


HER SERVICE: Directing missions program


HER MESSAGE: We can’t freely serve God until we’re free from fear.


HER STORY: As director of missions at Irving Bible Church in Irving, Texas, Kathy Appleton coordinates ten short-term mission trips each year. She oversees fifty missionaries, administers a budget of more than $500,000, and offers resources and training to churches in various countries.


Kathy grew up in Toledo, Ohio, and accepted Christ at age eleven. She earned a degree in elementary education and married Greg Appleton in 1980. After her daughter, Kallie, and son, Scott, were born, Kathy quit her teaching job.


Having grown up in the shadow of her mother’s mental illness, Kathy struggled with insecurity and found it difficult to release her family into God’s hands. She even feared being away from home for any length of time. But a description of Christ as King in Revelation 1 made Kathy aware that her fearfulness was insulting to God. After confessing her sin, Kathy experienced peace.


Her fear of leaving home evaporated, and Kathy hungered to learn more about mission work. When her church called for volunteers to minister in Russia, Kathy went willingly. She returned burdened by the number of people there living and dying without Christ, and in 1995 Kathy began her new career as missions director.


MY RESPONSE: What fears or worries are keeping me from serving God as fully as I might?




January 11


Annie Walker Armstrong, 1850–1938


They urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this service to the saints.


2 Corinthians 8:4


HER SERVICE: Supporting mission work


HER MESSAGE: Supporting others and rejoicing in their work is a privilege and a calling.


HER STORY: In 1887 Annie Walker Armstrong cofounded the Woman’s Missionary Union, an auxiliary to the Southern Baptist Convention, and served as the group’s first corresponding secretary. During her second year of office, she wrote letters to Baptist mission societies to request a Christmas offering for Lottie Moon, a missionary to China. That first fund-raiser drew contributions of $2,833.49, and annual Lottie Moon Christmas Offerings continue today.


Annie grew up in Baltimore, Maryland, the daughter of wealthy parents. She worked for the Woman’s Mission Union for eighteen years out of her Baltimore office without drawing a salary, and she paid for her own travel until 1901. Annie once covered thirty-three hundred miles and spoke twenty-six times in just twenty-one days. She ardently solicited funding for home missions and spearheaded missions among Native Americans, African Americans, and people with disabilities.


Annie kept in touch with missionaries at home and abroad and wrote for various mission publications. Her legacy of support for missions within the United States continues through what has become the Annie Armstrong Easter offering.


MY RESPONSE: What might I do to support someone on the mission field?




January 12


Kay Arthur, 1933–


Make me to understand the way of thy precepts: so shall I talk of thy wondrous works.


Psalm 119:27 KJV


HER SERVICE: Writing and teaching


HER MESSAGE: To turn your life around, let it revolve around God’s Word.


HER STORY: Kay Arthur traded immorality for Christianity, and God’s Word became her pathway to wholeness. Today she helps others walk the same path through Precept Upon Precept inductive Bible studies. Kay has written more than thirty-six books and edited The International Inductive Study Bible and The New Inductive Study Bible.


As a young woman Kay sought the love she needed from men. Yet she was miserable. After one man suggested she quit telling God what she wanted and tell Him Jesus was all she needed, she cried out to God. After praying, she felt deep peace—and a hunger to learn God’s Word. She began diligently reading and studying the Bible.


In 1965 she married Jack Arthur, and the couple went as missionaries to Guadalajara, Mexico. But three years later, after Kay contracted pericarditis, they had to give up the work. The Arthurs returned to Chattanooga, Tennessee, and bought a thirty-two-acre ranch where they could hold Bible classes and minister to teens. Their initial disappointment turned out to be God’s appointment to start Precept Ministries International, which ministers in 114 countries. Kay’s fervent pursuit of Scripture study has led her to develop guides that help people of all ages study God’s Word.


MY RESPONSE: How might I deepen my Bible study so that God’s Word becomes a guiding force in my life?




January 13


Mary Kay Ash, 1915–2001


Do to others as you would have them do to you.


Luke 6:31


HER SERVICE: Entrepreneur and mentor


HER MESSAGE: God’s principles and business principles are not incompatible.


HER STORY: In 1963 Mary Kay founded a direct-sales cosmetics company. She asked that everyone associated with her company—from employees to the independent sales force—strive to live by the Golden Rule and to put God first, family second, and career third. As an entrepreneur her idea of awarding pink Cadillacs and other “Cinderella gifts” to successful sales consultants has become legendary. Mary Kay, Inc., has grown into one of the largest direct-selling skin-care and color cosmetics companies in America, and it does business in more than thirty international markets. Mary Kay is widely esteemed as America’s foremost woman entrepreneur. Her seminar draws more than fifty thousand independent beauty consultants to Dallas, Texas, each summer, and Mary Kay’s worldwide sales force numbers more than 1.6 million on five continents.


As a girl Mary Kay had to pitch in at home when her father became terminally ill and her mother was forced to work long hours to support the family. Later, as a single mom, Mary Kay attended college and entered the direct-sales workforce. In 1963, after twenty-five years of working for others, she quit her job and wrote a book, based on her work experience, to help women succeed in a male-dominated world. Using her savings of five thousand dollars, she founded Mary Kay, Inc., and determined that her management style would be fashioned around the Golden Rule. In 1996 she established the Mary Kay Ash Charitable Foundation, which today funds research on cancers affecting women, as well as programs to end domestic violence.


MY RESPONSE: How can I implement godly principles in the way I do business?




January 14


Anne Askew, ca. 1521–1546


Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect.


1 Peter 3:15


HER SERVICE: Martyrdom


HER MESSAGE: Stand firm for what you believe, even if it means falling from favor.


HER STORY: Anne was born in England at a time when the church was under pressure to reform. Her Bible study and personal devotion did not please her husband, and he threw her out of their home, even taking their two children from her, when she refused to embrace all Roman Catholic doctrines.


Civil and religious leaders condemned Anne to death for refuting the belief that the sacraments of bread and wine become literally the body and blood of Christ. After imprisonments and torture on the rack in the Tower of London, Anne’s body was so crippled that she had to be carried on a chair to the stake to be burned. She and three others were given one last opportunity to recant. They refused.


Anne Askew’s break with religious tradition came at the cost of her home, her family, and finally her life—but she held fast to her beliefs.


MY RESPONSE: How important to me is the approval of others when weighed against God’s approval? At what point do I need to stand up for my faith regardless of the cost?




January 15


Gladys Aylward, ca. 1904–1970


Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.


Galatians 6:9


HER SERVICE: Mission work


HER MESSAGE: Ministry may be messy and unpredictable, yet greatly used by God.


HER STORY: Born in London, Gladys Aylward ministered in China for seventeen years. Her story was dramatized in the movie The Inn of the Sixth Happiness.


Gladys’s application to China Inland Mission was rejected, so she saved her earnings as a maid and set out on her own at age twenty-six. She joined elderly missionary Jeannie Lawson in Yangchen, China, but residents called them foreign devils and hurled mud at them. Undeterred, the two opened an inn. As mule trains drove by, Gladys grabbed the reins of the lead mules and dragged them into the courtyard, forcing the muleteers to follow. The women provided meals and entertained their guests with Bible stories.


In addition to her duties at the inn, Gladys was appointed as a government foot inspector and assigned to travel around making sure women unbound their feet (as was the recently reversed custom). As Gladys roamed the country, she shared the gospel.


Gladys also took in orphans and, as the conflict leading to World War II heightened, led one hundred children on a twelve-day march over the mountains to an orphanage in Sian.


Throughout her life, Gladys used every opportunity she had to minister to others.


MY RESPONSE: How might I more zealously devote myself to ministry?




January 16


Bonnie L. Bachman, 1953–


We spend our years as a tale that is told.


Psalm 90:9 KJV


HER SERVICE: Storytelling and presenting living lectures


HER MESSAGE: Live your life as an example and inspiration for those who follow.


HER STORY: Through “Living History Heroines” Bonnie L. Bachman inspires women today to greatness through the examples of great women from history.


Few people have heard of Hannah Penn. Hannah was a remarkable woman who administered the province of Pennsylvania after her husband, William Penn, was incapacitated by and later died of a stroke. Although Hannah died in 1727, her legacy lives on—thanks to Bonnie L. Bachman and “Living History Heroines.”


Through Bonnie’s presentations, Hannah and more than fifty other historical women come to life in churches, conventions, colleges, and women’s gatherings. Dressing in historically accurate costumes, Bonnie gives voice to each woman’s story, drawing listeners back to another time and helping them know and love a heroine of history.


These historical women have an important message for people today, Bonnie believes. Their struggles and triumphs resonate with modern women, and each story testifies to God’s faithfulness. No matter how much history and women’s situations change, God remains the same.


Bonnie sums up her unique ministry this way: “It is time to inspire and challenge a new generation with the example of women who were so in tune with God and loved the Savior in such a way as to accomplish great things.”


MY RESPONSE: If someone were to tell my story fifty years from now, what would my life demonstrate about the faithfulness of God?




January 17


Linda Smallback Baer, 1957–


Offer the parts of your body to him as instruments of righteousness.


Romans 6:13


HER SERVICE: Mission work


HER MESSAGE: Our part is to surrender to God; His part is to schedule our ministry.


HER STORY: Linda Smallback Baer has happily donned many ministry hats during her years as a missionary, wife, and mother. She has offered hospitality, volunteered in shantytown ministries, taught English as a second language (ESL), and served on a Christian youth-camp board.


While attending Wheaton College, Linda Smallback surrendered her life to God for Christian service. But her applications for short-term mission projects were rejected. Then she met Dave Baer. He told her that his future spouse would have to be missionary minded, and that suited Linda just fine.


After marrying, the couple led Bible studies and served as youth pastors. The Baers joined Latin America Mission (LAM) in 1988, just after the birth of their second son. For sixteen years the Baers lived in Costa Rica, where Dave served as president of ESEPA Seminary and Linda ministered in the community and offered LAM member care to new missionaries. During a study leave to the United Kingdom, Linda taught ESL and trained missionaries. In 2004 the family moved to Indianapolis, where Linda teaches ESL while Dave serves as president of Overseas Council International.


Throughout the years Linda has maintained an attitude of openness and flexibility in order to serve God through whatever opportunities He presents.


MY RESPONSE: Have I told God what I want to do for Him or, better yet, asked God what He wants to do through me?




January 18


Marlene Bagnull, 1945–


The Lord said to me, “Write my answer in large, clear letters on a tablet.”


Habakkuk 2:2 NLT


HER SERVICE: Writing and ministering to writers through conferences


HER MESSAGE: Christians need a platform to impact the world for Christ.


HER STORY: Marlene Bagnull’s passion is to encourage and equip Christians to write for God through Write His Answer Ministries. She directs Christian writers’ conferences, publishes books, and writes articles for Christian magazines.


Marlene felt called to full-time Christian service as a teenager. Though she had never enjoyed English or public speaking in school, in 1967 Marlene began work at her denomination’s editorial office. That experience laid the groundwork for her ministry. In 1983 she founded the Greater Philadelphia Christian Writers Fellowship and continues to direct its annual conference, which now includes a faculty of more than fifty agents, publicists, authors, and editors. She also directs the Colorado Christian Writers Conference.


Offering practical tips and spiritual motivation, Marlene has taught at more than seventy-five Christian writers’ conferences and led dozens of writers’ seminars around the nation. Dedicated to impacting our culture, she has published more than a thousand articles in Christian magazines. Her five books include Write His Answer—A Bible Study for Christian Writers, which inspires many people to walk in her footsteps.


MY RESPONSE: What God-given insight might I share with my family, my community, or the wider world?




January 19


Mary Briscoe Baldwin, 1811–1877


If anyone gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones because he is my disciple, I tell you the truth, he will certainly not lose his reward.


Matthew 10:42


HER SERVICE: Mission work and teaching


HER MESSAGE: Effective teaching ministries are driven by faith in God, a love of learning, and the life needs of students.


HER STORY: For a total of forty-two years, Mary Baldwin invested her time and money in serving God, leaving in her wake a legacy of education and caring. She was one of the first unmarried missionaries to go out from the United States.


Mary Baldwin simply wanted to serve God. A grandniece of President James Madison, she reflected on the lifestyle of Virginia aristocracy and hungered for something more. When American missionaries in Athens pleaded for help in their school, Mary saw an opportunity to give back to society. Finding an impoverished population, she took charge of the school’s sewing department and taught students a craft along with their lessons. Mary groomed some girls to serve as teachers, and through them her influence spread. In time Mary used her private wealth to open a boarding school for girls.


In 1866 Athens was flooded with Cretan refugees, so Mary devised a program to feed, educate, and prepare the refugee women to survive economically by teaching them to sew, knit, and market their work.


MY RESPONSE: What skills might I share at a shelter or a neighborhood center for children?




January 20


Emilie Barnes, 1938–


Warn those who are idle, encourage the timid, help the weak, be patient with everyone.


1 Thessalonians 5:14


HER SERVICE: Writing and speaking


HER MESSAGE: We can use what we learn through everyday life to help others.


HER STORY: Emilie Barnes helps women get organized. Through her writing and speaking ministries, she offers timesaving tips on everyday tasks. She also encourages women’s creativity by showing them how to host tea parties and entertain with simplicity and elegance.


Emilie speaks from experience. By the time she was twenty-five, she and her husband, Bob, were raising five children under the age of five—two of their own and three of Emilie’s brother’s children. As she struggled to get all of her work done, Emilie developed techniques of time management, and eventually she and Bob developed “More Hours in My Day” seminars to help others meet the daily demands of life.


Those time-management skills also serve Emilie well outside the home. She has written sixty-five books, including The Emilie Marie Series for young readers, and she sparks the faith and creativity of her audience through radio and television appearances.


MY RESPONSE: What have my experiences taught me that I can use to help or encourage others?




January 21


Bathildis, birth date unknown–680


I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.


Philippians 3:8


HER SERVICE: Ruled as a godly monarch


HER MESSAGE: No earthly treasure compares to the riches we have in Christ.


HER STORY: Bathildis reigned over the Frankish kingdom, using her influence and riches to fight abuses in the church and in the country.


Born in England, Bathildis was taken as a slave to the Frankish kingdom. She served in the court of King Clovis II, and the two married in 649. When Bathildis ascended the throne after her husband’s death in 657, she bought and freed large numbers of slaves and permitted former slaves to own property as citizens. Always mindful of her impoverished past, she paid debts for the poor and eliminated a burdensome tax. Queen Bathildis also used her influence to correct abuses in the church, where at that time offices were bought and sold.


Bathildis founded St. Denis Monastery and a Benedictine convent. She restored the Abbey of St. George, near Paris. Although in later years she suffered with a painful illness, she spent her last fifteen years living and working at the convent instead of enjoying the comfort of a palace court. Her subjects admired her generosity and faithfulness to God’s work.


MY RESPONSE: How might I better focus on the riches in Christ and use my material resources to help others?




January 22


Helen Duff Baugh, 1903–1996


Where two or three come together in my name, there am I with them.


Matthew 18:20


HER SERVICE: Founded international women’s ministries


HER MESSAGE: Women need each other for support, encouragement, and fellowship in Christ.


HER STORY: Helen Duff Baugh and her husband organized the first Christian Business and Professional Women’s Council in San Jose, California. Since then, Stonecroft Ministries, Friendship Bible Coffees, and other interdenominational outreaches built on that foundation have extended to six continents.


Helen and her two sisters started in ministry by offering gospel concerts along the West Coast of the United States. Helen also preached in her father’s evangelistic meetings. After she married, Helen read Matthew 18:20 during a daily devotional time and called another woman to join her for prayer. Soon she had established twenty-four prayer groups, and one of those women’s prayers was for a ministry to reach out to women.


Helen accepted invitations to speak in neighboring areas and soon was traveling throughout the country, leaving in her path professional women’s groups. She also recruited missionaries to reach regions of America that lacked churches. In 1948 she teamed with Mary Clark to launch Christian Women’s Clubs for homemakers.


MY RESPONSE: Is there a forum in my region where women of all backgrounds can stand on common ground in Christ?




January 23


Lisa Beamer, 1969–


“I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”


Jeremiah 29:11


HER SERVICE: Speaking and writing


HER MESSAGE: God receives the glory when faithful servants accept losses in His strength.


HER STORY: With “Let’s roll!” Lisa Beamer’s husband, Todd, mobilized passengers to overpower hijackers on an airliner that crashed in a Pennsylvania field on September 11, 2001, killing all on board. His pregnant widow emerged as a quiet, smiling symbol of faith and hope in the midst of tragedy.


Tragedy first touched Lisa’s life when she was fifteen. Her father, whom she adored, died suddenly. Grieving and angry with God, Lisa questioned her faith. Then she discovered God’s promise in Jeremiah 29:11, and her faith was rekindled. She realized that instead of expecting God to “fix” problems, she could trust God to be with her through them.


When Lisa suffered her second devastating loss, the loss of her husband, she faced an uncertain future with courage and faith. Their daughter, Morgan, was born in 2002, and Lisa established the Todd M. Beamer Foundation to help young people, especially those orphaned by the events of 9/11.


Her book Let’s Roll! offers a testimony of God’s grace and has inspired millions of people to find hope in the midst of life’s losses.


MY RESPONSE: Whom might I tell of God’s faithfulness during a loss I’ve suffered?




January 24


Ruth Greene Beechick, 1925–


These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts. Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up.


Deuteronomy 6:6–7


HER SERVICE: Providing support and resources for homeschoolers


HER MESSAGE: God holds parents responsible for transmitting godly values to their children.


HER STORY: Convinced that parents of the emerging homeschooling movement needed better resources, Ruth Beechick not only developed materials to help instill godly values in children but also published books herself. The contributions of this pacesetting Christian educator stimulated the independent publishing industry.


Ruth took seriously the biblical mandate that parents teach their children. Two of her books became classics: Three R’s offered instruction for teaching kindergarten through third grade, and You Can Teach Your Child Successfully for fourth through eighth grade. The latter won a 1982 “Best of the Year” award.


Rather than focusing on the abstract theories of traditional textbooks, Ruth’s resources offered parents practical, down-to-earth teaching. Her approach to learning developed during her work as a schoolteacher, a professor of education, and a children’s editor of Sunday-school curriculum. She has written extensively and spoken at many homeschooling conventions. Ruth offers parents confidence that they can handle the task of educating their children.


MY RESPONSE: How am I passing on godly values to the next generation?




January 25


Christine VanderLaan Beezhold, 1920–


Henrietta VanderLaan Mollahan, 1925–


He sent them out to preach the kingdom of God and to heal the sick.


Luke 9:2


THEIR SERVICE: Founded school for special-needs children


THEIR MESSAGE: God calls us to show His grace to families with special-needs individuals.


THEIR STORY: In an era when some people thought a mental handicap in children was God’s punishment, sisters Christine and Henrietta VanderLaan stepped out in faith and opened a Christian school for children with disabilities.


A pastor with a mentally challenged son first suggested the women establish a school for special-needs children. Henrietta had always enjoyed visiting the sick, and Christine had volunteered at a skid-row mission, so their pastor’s request appealed to their concern for those who needed special support.


The sisters’ venture into the world of special education required much patience. To prepare, they studied disabilities at the University of Chicago. The college agreed to supply curriculum and to evaluate children who enrolled at the church school for a six-week trial term. Christine drove her father’s car up to seventy-five miles per day to pick up the school’s first seven pupils.


Two years later, when more specialized teachers were needed, the women resigned, satisfied that their dedication had established a ministry to some of God’s most precious children. Today Elim Christian School draws children with physical and mental handicaps from across the nation.


MY RESPONSE: How might I support individuals and families with special needs who attend my church?




January 26


Lisa Tawn Bergren, 1967–


In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight.


Proverbs 3:6


HER SERVICE: Writing and speaking


HER MESSAGE: We need to recognize our limitations and reorder our priorities according to God’s.


HER STORY: Lisa Tawn Bergren devoted her life to Christian writing. Before long she was working full time and writing books on weekends. Lisa found balance by prioritizing her schedule.


Lisa married Tim Bergren in 1992, and as their children were born, she relished motherhood. Lisa had felt confident that she could juggle homemaking, writing, and working, but she found herself frazzled and exhausted. Stepping back, she determined that serving God personally would be her top priority, followed by caring for her family, then serving God through her work. She reluctantly resigned from her position as head of a publisher’s fiction division.


But as one door closed, another opened. Lisa has written ten novels, three novellas, and two children’s books and receives many invitations to speak. Her first romantic novel, Refuge, became a bestseller and led to her Palisades line of romance books. Lisa inspires others through her books and through her determination to put God and family ahead of work.


MY RESPONSE: How might I better prioritize the responsibilities I juggle?




January 27


Cassie Bernall, 1981–1999


For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.


Philippians 1:21


HER SERVICE: Showed the importance of being ready to meet Christ


HER MESSAGE: Be ready! Death may snatch you at any moment.


HER STORY: Teenager Cassie Bernall was shot at close range and killed when two classmates went on a shooting spree at Columbine High School in Littleton, Colorado.


The daughter of Brad and Misty Bernall, Cassie enjoyed swimming, fishing, and rock climbing. She dreamed of becoming an obstetrician. But there were dark years too. When she was a freshman, her parents found notes to her from a friend, containing drawings of weapons and musings of murder. Cassie’s parents went to the police. It turned out Cassie had written similar notes. She had smoked, drunk alcohol, and practiced self-mutilation.


Cassie’s parents insisted that she attend a Christian school and youth group and give up her unhealthy friendships. In the spring of 1997, Cassie returned from a youth retreat a changed young woman. A friend later told how she had heard Cassie crying out to God for forgiveness. The Bernalls let Cassie transfer to Columbine. As Cassie searched for her identity as a Christian, she read Christian books and contemplated God’s plan for her life. At times she told of her inward struggle, but she also told her mother she was not afraid of dying—because she would be in heaven. No one could have known how soon that day would arrive.


MY RESPONSE: What steps have I taken to prepare to meet God?




January 28


Joanna Graham Bethune, 1770–1860


Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not turn from it.


Proverbs 22:6


HER SERVICE: Promoting Sunday school


HER MESSAGE: Sunday school offers valuable Christian teaching and a venue for serving God.


HER STORY: Joanna Graham Bethune recognized the potential for Christian education through Sunday school. She organized and served as the first director of an interdenominational effort to provide educational and religious instruction.


A Scottish immigrant who settled in New York City, Joanna shared her mother’s passion to teach poor adults to read. Joanna converted to Christianity in 1794, and a few years later she and her mother opened a Sabbath school to educate children who worked in factories and could not otherwise attend school.


After hearing of Robert Raikes’s Sunday-school movement in England, Joanna called a meeting to discuss organizing such a ministry in America. The several hundred women who attended were moved by her plea. The Female Union for the Promotion of Sunday Schools grew out of that meeting, and soon 136 students enrolled in Sunday schools.


In spite of opposition to what some called Sabbath-breaking, within six years the program had six hundred teachers and about seven thousand students. Joanna continued teaching until she was more than eighty years old. The group later came under the umbrella of the American Sunday School Union, an organization Joanna and her husband, Divie, also helped establish.


MY RESPONSE: How might I support or start a Sunday school in my church?




January 29


Mary McLeod Bethune, 1875–1955


There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.


Galatians 3:28


HER SERVICE: Education


HER MESSAGE: Altering the status quo requires determination, dedication, and decisive action.


HER STORY: Mary McLeod Bethune’s tireless work for equality and education of blacks drew national attention. She founded a school for girls, which grew into a leading black college, and became the first black woman to lead a federal agency.


Born the daughter of former slaves in South Carolina, Mary was the only one of seventeen siblings to attend school. As a teacher in Chicago, Mary visited prisoners, ministered to homeless people, and counseled slum residents. In 1904 she opened the Daytona Normal and Industrial School for Girls in Daytona Beach, Florida, with five students. In 1923 this school merged with Cookman Institute, and Mary served as president of Bethune-Cookman College until 1942.


In 1927 Mary was elected president of the National Association for Colored Women, a platform she used to fight discrimination and segregation. She later founded the National Council of Negro Women, which championed the equality of black women. From 1935 to 1943 Mary served as Director for Negro Affairs and supported the creation of the Fair Employment Practices Commission. In recognition of her commitment to the advancement of blacks, her statue stands in Lincoln Park, Washington, DC.


MY RESPONSE: What action might I take to assure that everyone in my church is treated equally, regardless of race, social standing, or education?




January 30


Lawana Blackwell, 1952–


Is not wisdom found among the aged? Does not long life bring understanding?


Job 12:12


HER SERVICE: Writing


HER MESSAGE: Nourish your dreams—your golden years may offer golden opportunities to serve God.


HER STORY: At age forty Lawana Blackwell enrolled in a novel-writing course, and her instructor affirmed Lawana’s way with words. Since then Lawana has written three popular series of Christian fiction books: Victorian Serenade, The Gresham Chronicles, and Tales of London.


Growing up in Louisiana, Lawana enjoyed writing. But she thought her dream of becoming a writer was too lofty and kept it to herself. Lawana tried to write a novel at age twenty-three but grew discouraged and gave up her dream. Her creative urge, however, would not be squelched: it found expression in skits Lawana wrote for her church. People told her she had talent, and her confidence grew. Lawana became a protégé of author Gilbert Morris and was encouraged to discover that he had not begun writing seriously until his midfifties.


Lawana strives to show the impact of the gospel message through the lives of her characters.


MY RESPONSE: What is keeping me from fulfilling a dream?




January 31


Janet Chester Bly, 1945–


If you do the will of God, you will live forever.


1 John 2:17 NLT


HER SERVICE: Writing, speaking, ministering as a pastor’s wife


HER MESSAGE: The abundant life requires balancing work, service, and relationships.


HER STORY: A prolific writer, a speaker, and a pastor’s wife, Janet Chester Bly has coordinated the ebb and flow of her career with the needs of her family. She has authored eleven books on wonder, God’s goodness, and lifetime relationships and has coauthored eighteen others with her husband, Stephen.


Born and raised in California, Janet Chester attended church at times with godly grandparents. In 1963 she married Stephen Bly, a high-school classmate. The assassinations of prominent political figures in the 1960s set Janet thinking about life’s uncertainties. On the sly, she began reading a Bible. Stephen discovered her secret and joined her. They committed their lives to Christ, and Stephen became a pastor.


In 1974 Janet quit her office job to focus on her role as pastor’s wife—and began a search to discover her own spiritual gifts. Her explorations led to writing. She submitted adaptations of her husband’s sermons to magazines, and in 1976 two of her manuscripts were accepted. In 1991 Janet earned a degree in literature and in fine and performing arts. She now speaks to women’s groups and teaches at writers’ conferences, and the couple ministers together on family themes.


MY RESPONSE: What is my first priority at this stage of life?





February
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February 1


Peggie Bohanon, 1940–


The Lord said to him, “What is that in your hand?”


Exodus 4:2


HER SERVICE: Launched Internet-based ministry


HER MESSAGE: Each era offers fresh opportunities to use our abilities to serve God.


HER STORY: Peggie Bohanon’s family Web page, www.peggiesplace.com, escalated into one of the largest Christian ministry home pages in the world. Enhanced with music, animation, and lots of humor, Peggie’s Place offers extensive links to multilingual, Christian, and family resources.


A stay-at-home mom, Peggie enrolled in two computer-related courses at a local college. God miraculously provided funds for a computer, and she began to surf the Web. When she launched a family Web page, she incorporated Christian resources. Peggie’s School Room now offers resources for students, educators, and homeschooling parents, and her weekly newsletter goes out to fifty-five hundred subscribers.


Peggie’s Place draws three thousand to four thousand hits a day, with more than twelve million page views since 1995. It has attracted viewers from 185 countries and won numerous awards, including the Award for Ministry Excellence from the Pastor’s Helper and the 1997 Best of the Christian Web Award.


Peggie has appeared on Focus on the Family and other broadcasts. She calls herself the “walk-on-water woman” because, like Peter, she stepped out of the boat when Jesus called her to serve as executive editor of Gospelcom.net’s Internet for Christians Digest.


MY RESPONSE: How might I use my talents to “step out of the boat” in the twenty-first century?




February 2


Martha Bolton, 1951–


A cheerful heart is good medicine.


Proverbs 17:22


HER SERVICE: Writing humor and music


HER MESSAGE: God created us with a funny bone and sends humorists to tickle it.


HER STORY: Martha Bolton credits her mother for passing on her faith—and a funny bone. While working as a church secretary, Martha began writing skits that poked fun at church personalities. People laughed. She has now published seventeen books of comedy sketches and monologues.


“Life’s tough. God’s good. And laughter’s calorie free.” That’s the mission statement of the woman who has written for Bob Hope, Mark Lowry, Phyllis Diller, and other comedians. Three Angel Awards pay homage to Martha’s contributions of moral and ethical content in the media. She was nominated for an Emmy Award for outstanding achievement in music and lyrics, and her children’s musical A Lamb’s Tale was nominated for a Dove Award. Many of her fifty books were written for youth and children. Martha is also known as the Cafeteria Lady of Brio magazine.


MY RESPONSE: How might I bring a smile to someone’s face?




February 3


Renee Bondi, 1958–


You know when I sit and when I rise; you perceive my thoughts from afar.


Psalm 139:2


HER SERVICE: Singing, speaking, and writing


HER MESSAGE: God’s grasp holds us and God’s grace molds us—in good times and in bad.


HER STORY: Renee Bondi inspires people with her story, her music, and her courage as a quadriplegic.


Renee sang professionally, led music in her church, and taught music. But her life took an abrupt turn in 1988. In a deep sleep, Renee dove from her bed one night and awoke hearing bones crunch in her neck. The nightmarish diagnosis: She would never walk again. In fact, she could barely speak above a whisper. Doctors told her she would never sing again.


But Renee worked to strengthen her diaphragm and miraculously regained her voice. She even survived a high-risk pregnancy to give birth to a beautiful son. No matter how impossible her circumstances, Renee surrenders them to God. Secure in His hands, she knows He’s molding her into someone He can use for His glory. Instead of becoming frustrated, she has learned to accept God’s peace as she struggles with tasks others take for granted.


Renee was United Catholic Music and Video Association’s 2000 Inspirational Artist and the California State Senate’s Woman of the Year in 2000. The title of her book testifies to her attitude: The Last Dance but Not the Last Song: My Story.


MY RESPONSE: How can I trust God in circumstances beyond my control?




February 4


Allyson Hodgins–Bonkowski, 1967–


One of those listening was a woman named Lydia. . . . The Lord opened her heart to respond to Paul’s message.


Acts 16:14


HER SERVICE: Social work


HER MESSAGE: The best vacation may be working to help others.


HER STORY: Allyson Hodgins-Bonkowski sees vacations as times for giving back. She helped found a nonprofit organization and serves as financial manager of a Romanian orphanage.


A seventh-grade trip to Russia gave Allyson a new appreciation for all she had. After college she accepted a job with a corporation and later earned a master’s degree in business administration. In 1995 Allyson went to Romania and saw the terrible plight of the country’s many abandoned children—on the streets and in orphanages. God touched her heart.


Allyson scaled back her work at a San Francisco consulting firm so she could devote more time to helping these needy children. For several years, she took four months of unpaid leave each year to work with the nonprofit organization she helped found: Children’s Aid International Relief and Development (CAIRD) of Edmonton, Alberta. Allyson is financial manager for Father’s House, a group of small Romanian orphanages operated by CAIRD.


Allyson’s future plans include passing on what she has learned to other nonprofit organizations and churches through consulting. By using her business skills and dedicating her time away from work to sharing God’s love with orphans half a world away, Allyson works to change the world—one child at a time.


MY RESPONSE: How might I use my leisure time to change the world?




February 5


Marguerite Bonneman, 1913–


Mary DeBoer VandenBosch, 1916–


May he give you the desire of your heart and make all your plans succeed.


Psalm 20:4


THEIR SERVICE: Founded orphanage


THEIR MESSAGE: A dream turns into reality as we share it with God and others.


THEIR STORY: Marguerite Bonneman and Mary DeBoer turned their dream of founding an orphanage into reality. They borrowed money to buy real estate and, at first, worked without a salary.


As a girl in Cleveland, Ohio, Marguerite Bonneman passed a Catholic orphanage every day on her way to school and decided that she would open one herself someday. After becoming a nurse, she enrolled at the Reformed Bible Institute in Michigan, where she roomed with Mary DeBoer. As they got to know each other, the roommates discovered they both dreamed of founding an orphanage. After graduating, they worked together at a local mission. When a Native American family sought their help, Marguerite and Mary agreed to take in the baby girl. Before long Marguerite was caring for five children while Mary worked to support them.


In 1945 Marguerite and Mary’s dream became a reality when they founded Bethany Home in Grand Rapids, Michigan. Today Bethany Christian Services continues to provide homes for children while also ministering to pregnant women and offering family-related services. Marriage didn’t stop Mary’s mission to help orphaned or adrift children. In addition to parenting their own two children, Mary and her husband cared for twenty-nine foster children.
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