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PRAISE FOR ALIENS IN AMERICA


“Here's the only guide there is in your search for America's UFO hot-spots. This is a fascinating book filled with all the facts and travel information you'll need, whether you're a UFO hunter or a skeptic; written by America's foremost UFO authority, William J. Birnes.”

— JOEL MARTIN,



AUTHOR OF 
HAUNTING OF AMERICA




“Having lectured about flying saucers in all fifty states, I can testify that there is great interest in sightings and the sites where they occurred. Aliens in America provides very useful information about both. Bill Birnes proves there are many more interesting UFO sighting sites than just Roswell. People often know more about the sightings than their locations. Roswell is not next to Area 51; this book provides the scoop about both.”

— STANTON FRIEDMAN, NUCLEAR PHYSICIST,



COAUTHOR OF 
SCIENCE WAS WRONG




“Here's your one-stop handy travel guide to UFO hotspots around the country from an investigator who has traveled these roads on his own. Bill Birnes is a longtime chronicler of UFO tales. He knows the stories and the players, but also where to stay and how to get there.”

— GEORGE KNAPP, KLAV-TV NEWS,



COAST TO COAST

 AM RADIO TALK SHOW HOST
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FOREWORD HOW UFO SIGHTINGS BECOME NATIONAL NEWS: THE TRENT PHOTO CASE

BY DR. BRUCE MACCABEE

Numerous UFO sightings occurred in the late 1940s and early 1950s throughout the great northwest of the United States. Perhaps the most famous sighting of that time period occurred in the farmland some miles south of McMinnville, Oregon.

It was just about sunset on May 11, 1950, when Evelyn Trent saw a strange object traveling roughly southwestward through the slightly hazy evening sky. She, at first, thought it was a parachute drifting sideways and falling, but then she realized there was no one hanging beneath it. As it got closer she called for her husband Paul to get the camera. As the object slowed he took two of the most famous UFO photos ever from his backyard before the object zipped away to the west.

Afterward, they didn't think too much about the sighting and waited a week or so to finish the roll of film before having it developed. A week or so later, a friend took the pictures to the local banker who put them in his bank window. The photo editor of the local paper saw them, thought they were interesting, and went to the Trent house where he found the negatives under the sofa! He studied the negatives, and — taking into consideration the good character of the Trents — published them in early June 1950. Immediately they were a national sensation and, being the best UFO photos to that date, have since appeared in hundreds of UFO books and magazine articles.

Unlike most UFO photos that show distant, small, indistinct objects in the sky, the image of the UFO in the Trent photos is relatively large and sharply outlined. It is clearly not a manmade flying machine of that era, not a balloon or blimp, not an airplane or glider, not a helicopter … and not a parachute. What makes the Trent photos important for study is that they are so clear that they must be either a hoax or the “real thing,” an “alien flying object” (AFI).

Over the years, skeptics have tried to explain the Trent case as a hoax. They know the Trents did not use the fancy photo manipulation that is sometimes used to make modern UFO photo and video hoaxes. Since there is no evidence of image blur caused by rapid rotation — as one would expect if it were a thrown model or a “Frisbee” — the skeptics claim that the Trents used a string to hang a small UFO model under the power wires that appear at the top of the picture. That would mean it was a bit more than a dozen feet away from the camera.

An astronomer, William Hartmann, who worked for the 1967– 1968 University of Colorado UFO study (published by the Air Force in 1968 as The Scientific Investigation of Unidentified Flying Objects), studied the photos. He found no indication of a supporting thread. He used photographic and atmospheric theory and measurements of the original negatives to estimate the distance of the camera to the object. He calculated that the UFO could have been thousands of feet away and therefore large — perhaps thirty feet in diameter — and obviously not a model. He concluded that the Trents were probably telling the truth.

The skeptics responded to Hartmann's conclusion by pointing out that he hadn't taken into account veiling glare — a particular photographic phenomenon that would make the calculated distance shrink to zero. I reanalyzed the original negatives and found that both Hartmann and the skeptics had forgotten a surface brightness correction factor which, when included in the calculation, once again confirmed that the Trents had photographed a distant object. Thus the photographic and optical physics of the sighting supports the Trents' claims.

I scrutinized the whole McMinnville case, combining the most complete photo analysis ever done with the life history and character of the Trents. Besides talking directly to Evelyn many times in the 1970s, I interviewed others who had known the Trents for years. Everyone referred to the Trents as honest people who would never hoax anything. I concluded that the Trents told the truth and therefore the object was an AFI. (For the complete analysis, see www.brumac.8k.com/trent1.html and www.brumac.8k.com/trent2.html.)

The Trents died in the mid-1990s. During their last interview in the early 1990s they affirmed once again the truth of the story they had told more than forty years earlier and subsequently many times.


For more about the Trents, the McMinnville Sightings, and travel tips just for the UFO enthusiast, read Chapter 19!









INTRODUCTION

From Roswell, New Mexico, to Portsmouth, New Hampshire, the United States is dotted with UFO hotspots dating back to the 1940s. In 1947, Kenneth Arnold saw a flight of UFOs cruising in formation over Mount Rainer in Washington State just days after Harold Dahl saw a formation of flying saucers hovering low over Puget Sound. Folks in Washington DC, saw UFOs buzzing through the skies and read the headlines in local papers that the United States airspace had been invaded by flying saucers just five years later. And the entire world saw Movietone Newsreels of flying saucers swirling around the United States Capitol Building.

If you lived in New York during the 1980s, you might have seen huge flying triangles making their way up and down the Hudson River Valley. A decade later, the residents of Nevada and Arizona were treated to a dazzling show of floating boomerangs over the entire valley from Henderson, Nevada to the Mexican border. Gamblers on the Las Vegas strip, when they're not looking at rolling dice or spinning roulette wheels, occasionally look up to see strange lights zipping over the city from nearby Rachel, Nevada, near the home of Area 51. And the fishermen sailing off the Florida panhandle and into the Gulf also see strange configurations of lights in and over the water.

You don't have to be UFO investigator to enjoy a relaxing weekend combing for UFO remnants on Puget Sound. Nor do you need any special clearance to watch the UFOs dance in the nighttime sky above the “Alien Highway” outside of Area 51. Are they extraterrestrial? Are they our own secret weapons? Either way, travelers who've spent nights on that desolate stretch of country road have come back with amazing stories of huge triangular craft that hover motionless over the road and then zip away like the USS Enterprise going into warp.

There's even more to the stories of U.S. UFO hotspots. Many of the incidents that turned sleepy towns into beloved landmarks come complete with their own after-stories, denials, and debunkings. Residents have suffered through the planting of false evidence and staged personal character attacks. The hardship and heartache tell people involved in UFO research that there has to be something there. As an old prosecutor friend of mine once asked, why deny a crime if you never committed it in the first place? Applied to UFO research: why bother to debunk a UFO sighting if there are no UFOs to debunk? You'll see what we mean in some of the UFO stories in this book.

There are so many UFO hotspots in America that enthusiasts and vacationers looking for out-of-the-ordinary excursions often need a user's guide to the most historic UFO landmarks and the best places to take awe-inspiring UFO videos. And now it's here. Whether you are driving, camping, flying, or taking scenic train trips, this is your guide to find UFO hotspots, make hotel or motel reservations, find campsites for trailers and RVs, learn which airports are closest so you can book your airline reservations, and rent campers or cars.

UFOs might have traveled thousands of light-years to reach earth, but you can reach their landing spots in a matter of hours or days just by using this handy guide.





CHAPTER ONE


BETTY AND BARNEY HILL'S INTERRUPTED JOURNEY

PORTSMOUTH, NEW HAMPSHIRE


A QUIET PAIR

Barney and Betty Hill were a very private couple. Spouses in a mixed-race marriage, uncommon enough in New Hampshire in 1961, they both worked for social causes in addition to their regular jobs. Barney worked for the United States Post Office and sat on the local Civil Rights Commission. Betty was a social worker, and both of them were members of the NAACP. At the dawn of the 1960s, a time before the civil rights movement began in earnest under President Johnson, the last thing the Hills wanted was national publicity. But that was exactly what they got — the cover of Look Magazine — when they had the misfortune to spot a huge bright light in the sky following their car along a lonely country road outside of Groveton, New Hampshire, on September 19, 1961.


FOLLOWED IN THE DARK

The Hills had been vacationing in Quebec and were driving home to Portsmouth in the darkness when they first spotted the light. Betty believed that it was one of the satellites, maybe Telstar, that the United States had just launched. Barney, however, thought that it was a plane that seemed unusually bright against the very dark sky. But the light seemed brighter than a conventional aircraft and it seemed to be tracking them, making Barney — who suffered from hypertension — nervous. Betty insisted it was a satellite and urged Barney to stop the car so the couple could get out. Betty pulled out a pair of binoculars and got a better look at the object against the light of the moon. It wasn't a satellite at all, she realized, but something else: something that was illuminated with multicolored lights.

Betty said years later that she and Barney had the feeling that the object had suddenly noticed them. They became nervous, all alone on that New England country road at night. The Hills got back in the car and headed home. But the object matched their speed, and what had been eerie before was becoming downright frightening.
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BETTY AND BARNEY HILL



A CONFRONTATION

The object seemed to track them for a few more miles and then began a sudden descent toward their car. It stopped and hovered about a hundred feet above the vehicle, directly in front of the windshield. Barney stopped in the middle of the road, grabbed the pistol he had been carrying, and took the binoculars for a better look. He later said that the object hovered and then seemed to lower right above the road. Barney approached the craft.

Through his binoculars, he could see actual humanoid figures looking at him through the windows. Barney didn't know what this thing was, where it was from, or why it was parked about fifty feet in front of his car on a dark New England country road, but he could see figures inside. They looked too much like humans, but not enough like humans to be humans. And they were looking at him. Barney had the impression that he was being ordered to stay where he was and wait. But he had the feeling that the humanoids, now descending from the craft, were going to capture him. He ran back toward the safety of the car.

The Hills tried to escape. Betty didn't get far from the car before something grabbed and dragged her into a small clearing in the woods about 150 feet away. The humanoids had already caught Barney and dragged him to the clearing, too. Betty saw her husband next to her and the figures around them. But that was all she could remember.

The next thing they knew, the Hills found themselves driving along a very familiar road and entering their driveway. It was almost dawn. They had no idea where they had been for the previous few hours.


REMINDERS OF WHAT THEY COULD NOT REMEMBER

This would be the beginning of a very revealing inner journey for the Hills. Try as they might, they simply could not return to a normal life.

Barney, who had suffered from hypertension — a disease that finally killed him — continued to be uneasy and had strange symptoms of physical problems. He was unusually worried about his genitals and complained that they pained him. He said his stomach was bothering him, and he was having trouble sleeping at night. Although he tried to remain calm, Barney also seemed to be unusually irritable, as if something were eating at him that he couldn't resolve. Thinking that this was some kind of underlying physical condition, Betty took him to their family doctor. But beyond high blood pressure, the doctor could find nothing wrong with Barney.

While Barney was manifesting physical symptoms, Betty was having serious nightmares. The day after the incident, Betty tried to describe everything to her niece Kathy Marden, but she still could not recall anything that happened between the time of their capture and returning to awareness just as they arrived home. The horrible, repressed memories resurfaced in her dreams.

She may not have been able to retell exactly what happened, but Betty did have proof. The dress she had been wearing that night had pink stains where she remembered the humanoids had touched her. The dress, Barney's symptoms, Betty's nightmares, and the bits and pieces they could remember convinced the Hills that their abduction had not just been a bad dream.


THE LONG ROAD TO THE TRUTH

Betty reported the incident to Pease Air Force Base, near Portsmouth, New Hampshire. An investigator from Pease called her back, interviewed her, and then reported that Betty had probably seen the planet Jupiter. Betty had left out many important details of her encounter, she said years later, because she was afraid the investigator would claim that she was insane. The Hill incident became part of the Air Force's Project Blue Book, the most significant — almost entirely false — official report of the Air Force's investigation of UFOs.



HOW TO GET TO EXETER AND PORTSMOUTH BY AIR


You can reach the Portsmouth/Exeter area by flying into Manchester-Boston Regional Airport (MHT) in Manchester. You can also fly into Logan International Airport (BOS) in Boston and drive up Route 95 to the Exeter exit.



Barney's doctor could not correlate his patient's repeated complaints of physical ailments with anything physically wrong. He finally suggested that the problem might be emotional issues manifesting themselves as physical symptoms. Upon his doctor's advice, Barney visited a psychiatrist. After only one session in which he learned of Barney's loss of memory, the psychiatrist referred him to Dr. Benjamin Simon, a man who had helped World War II pilots suffering from hysterical symptoms recover lost memories and to confront and integrate the underlying trauma.

Dr. Simon regressed the Hills during separate treatment sessions, recording their responses on tape and through transcription. He instructed both Betty and Barney not to remember what they told him, believing they were not ready to integrate what they told him under hypnosis into their conscious memories. But the stories they told were nevertheless astounding. Separately, Barney and Betty told the same account of their abduction.



QUICK FACT


Exeter is also home to the Phillips Exeter Academy, one of this country's most highly regarded prep schools.



The Hills said they were placed into a trance-like state by the humanoid creatures and taken from the clearing by force onto what they both described as a craft of some sort. There, the humanoids placed them both under restraint on examination tables and probed and examined them. The Hills could only describe the creatures as aliens from another world. Dr. Simon was shocked by these revelations, but he believed that his patients believed their tale to be true.

Dr. Simon could not ignore that the couple's stories offered matching details from different perspectives. He believed that the Hills had experienced true memory loss. This amnesia seemed to have resulted from some sort of shock, but the Hills claimed that the memory loss was induced.

When the Hills told their separate stories under hypnosis, they both described being placed into a twilight state, taken aboard what seemed like the same craft, and made the subject of painful invasive medical-type examinations. Barney's experience had been particularly embarrassing and painful. The humanoids examined his genitals, creating Barney's concern about his genitals in his post-traumatic waking state. Betty also related to Dr. Simon a medical procedure in which the creatures inserted a thin rod into her abdomen. They sampled fluid in her womb, extracting DNA. These examinations would indicate that the Hills could have been used as test cases for some sort of alien/human cross-fertilization program.



JOHN FULLER'S JOURNEY FROM PRINT TO FILM


Fuller's book about the Hills's abduction was optioned for a television movie of the week. James Earl Jones played Barney and Estelle Parsons portrayed Betty in Interrupted Journey (1975).



Betty's other exchanges with the extra-terrestrials were more cordial than her husband's. In one instance, an examiner tried to pull out her teeth, but could not; it turned out that it had pulled out Barney's dentures and couldn't understand why Betty's Betty tried to explain that some people lose their wouldn't come out. Betty tried to explain that some people lose their teeth as they age; the creature asked her to explain aging because it couldn't understand the concept.


FACING THE BELIEVING AND UNBELIEVING WORLD

At first, Dr. Simon was very skeptical about the nature of the Hills's encounter, suggesting that Betty's abduction nightmares suggested the same story to Barney, who repeated it under hypnosis. He reported their story as a psychological aberration in a medical journal. But his therapy had helped both Betty and Barney. They had fully integrated their forgotten experiences into their conscious lives and began to speak openly about the event at local UFO meetings. They were interviewed by UFO researchers and investigators and were forthcoming about their stories.

The news of the event gradually leaked out and a reporter for the Boston Traveler, John Lutrell, got hold of one of the transcripts of the Hills's regression sessions. He published the story in the Traveler, where wire services picked it up and spread word around the country. Betty and Barney suddenly became the center of a publicity firestorm. They did not seek publicity, trying only to figure out what might have happened to them and why, when their private medical sessions became public knowledge. They ultimately told their story to John Fuller, who wrote the book Interrupted Journey (1966) about their adventure.


THE HILLS TODAY

Arguments over the veracity of the Hills's story have raged for over forty-five years. Some have suggested that Barney's recollections under hypnosis were simply dreams prompted by an episode of the television show Outer Limits that had aired two weeks earlier. In that episode an extraterrestrial with an oversized head and large eyes might have inspired Barney's story. Others have argued that there never was a UFO, only a spotlight on the top of a mountain tower that appeared to be following Barney's car. That argument still doesn't explain the Hills's conscious memories of the craft landing and the creatures approaching the car. Some theories rely on the hypnotic session and questions about their legitimacy, but these neglect to acknowledge Betty and Barney's stories told before meeting Dr. Simon.
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BETTY HILL, YEARS LATER, AT THE ABDUCTION SITE
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BETTY HILL'S STAR MAP


Over the years other evidence has arisen to support Betty's story. First, the procedure she described where the aliens drew fluid from her abdomen is now known as amniocentesis, a common way to detect birth defects in many pregnancies. Also, the star map that Betty drew under hypnosis turned out to depict a star system known as Zeta Reticuli, a twin-star system not far from our own. Subsequent findings — not available to either Betty or to astronomers in 1965 — have revealed a planetary system in Zeta Reticuli that also appears on the original star map, but not on charts from the 1960s. And finally, Betty's dress — which she preserved after her encounter — was analyzed by organic chemist Dr. Phyllis Budinger and found to have protein remains in the pink stains on the spots where Betty said the creatures grabbed her dress.

The story of the Hills's encounter, although fiercely debated among skeptics and UFO investigators, still stands as one of the most amazing revelations of human encounters with the unknown.
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 UFO EVENTS

Portsmouth and Exeter are the East Coast's Roswell. Each year, according to the local chamber of commerce and Seacoastonline.com, locals gather to discuss the current cases, new revelations in the Betty and Barney Hill case, and UFO issues in general. Gathering in late winter (usually in February) at the Loaf and Ladle dining room on the shores of the Exeter River, folks talk about the incidents during the year that keep reminding everyone that UFOs are an ongoing phenomenon.

The Exeter UFO Festival takes place every year at the Exeter Town Hall. This event features art contests and craft events, particularly for children. It also holds a writing contest, a costume parade and festival, and a fun adult-supervised event for children called the “UFO Crash Site Safari.”
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 PLACES TO STAY


The Exeter Inn


90 Front Street

Exeter, New Hampshire


Marriott Fairfield Inn and Suites Portsmouth Exeter


138 Portsmouth Avenue

Exeter, New Hampshire


The Best Western


137 Portsmouth Avenue

Exeter, New Hampshire


Inn by the Bandstand


4 Front Street

Exeter, New Hampshire
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 RESTAURANTS


Loaf and Ladle


9 Water Street

Exeter, New Hampshire


Margarita's


93 Portsmouth Avenue

Exeter, New Hampshire

77 Lafayette Road

Portsmouth, New Hampshire


11 Water Street


11 Water Street

Exeter, New Hampshire


Penang and Tokyo Restaurant


97 Water Street

Exeter, New Hampshire


Revorno Italian Restaurant


149 South Road

Kensington, New Hampshire





CHAPTER TWO


THE PINE BUSH SIGHTINGS

PINE BUSH, NEW YORK


FULL OF HISTORY — AND OF MYSTERY

Located in New York State's Orange County, about two hours north of Manhattan, Pine Bush is a landmark in the history of UFO activity. Like the legends told about nearby Sleepy Hollow and the adventures of the fictional Ichabod Crane, the strange stories of the neighboring towns of Pine Bush and Crawford lingered among the local residents for generations.

Early in the twentieth century, many residents of the area towns wrote about seeing floating balls of light or light energy, sometimes known as “Tesla Balls,” after Nikola Tesla, the inventor and engineer who created wireless transmission of electrical energy and who lived in New York.

Stories of glowing orbs in the sky and of strange flying objects that seemed to defy the laws of conventional flight, joined local lore as time passed. No one formally transmitted these stories, and no real archives documented what people saw. Neighbors passed the tales between each other at local events. Mainly sub rosa at first, the stories of floating lights began to proliferate during the late 1950s into a true body of lore.


PUTTING PINE BUSH ON THE MAP

Even though story after story came out to support the authenticity of these sightings, residents were not fascinated by the lights: they were downright frightened. And like residents of other areas where strange lights had been observed for years, the Pine Bush inhabitants were circumspect in sharing their observations and fears. Sensational stories too often brought media invasions. They were, however, quite open when talking to legitimate researchers including Ellen Crystall, who spent years in the Pine Bush area tracking down stories and recording the eyewitness accounts.

Even without big press leaks, interest in these lights hovering over fields became widespread. By the 1990s, visitors from down-state and UFO investigators from the New York Metropolitan area began making the two-hour jaunt to Orange and Ulster counties just to spend weekends hanging out in fields at night to spot the objects and maybe get a few photographs.

Sky watching in the Pine Bush area became a source for weekend vacations for UFO researchers even as open fields in the area disappeared as new construction north of New York City expanded. One would think that with the dwindling areas in which to camp, interest in the Pine Bush sightings would have abated. But it did not. As it turned out, there was more than just lights to see in Pine Bush.
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BRUCE CORNET'S PHOTO OF LIGHTS OVER THE PINE BUSH AREA




SOMETHING WAS OUT THERE IN THE DARK

As if UFOs weren't enough to wake up a sleepy town, reports from the mid-'90s cite Pine Bush residents' descriptions of phantom beings and shadow creatures in the darkness. Strange animals — ones witnesses claimed could not have been stray dogs or bobcats — dashed across roads and froze in floodlights. People reported hearing strange noises beneath the ground, and rumors began to circulate about spacecraft moving under the earth and underground alien bases. Something seemed to be happening underneath the substrata of Ulster and Orange counties.

The rumors, whether based on fact or the frequently retold area lore, inspired more visitors to make the trip to experience and to photograph the goings-on. These visitors only uncovered more mysteries of Pine Bush. Some photographers, who claimed to have seen nothing with their naked eyes, returned home to find out that their photographs had captured floating orbs of different colors.



ORIGINS OF THE ORBS: THE EXPERTS WEIGH IN


Expert opinion hasn't settled the question of the photographed orbs authenticity. Arguments for and against include:

FOR: digital cameras and some film can pick up infrared light — which is normally invisible to the naked eye. The orbs could have been emitting infrared light.

AGAINST: glowing orbs could have just been camera errors. If the picture-takers couldn't see the orbs with their naked eyes, they simply weren't there.

AGAINST: the orbs could just be oversized images of dust or pollen. Small particles can look like a floating orbs set against the background because they float so close to the camera lens that the zoom feature distorts the entire picture.



Despite questions of the sightings' authenticity, thousands of people flocked to the Pine Bush area seeking their own UFOs, orbs, or shadow people. Some talked to local residents who told them stories of alien abductions. During the 1990s, abduction stories were rampant in the UFO community, and books written by researchers and novelists stoked the fires of belief among UFO enthusiasts. Were the stories of alien encounters in areas north of New York City true? It was only a couple of hours' drive and the local hotels and B&Bs were very inviting. Thus, the more popular the stories of the Pine Bush encounters grew, the more people became fascinated and willing to pass along the tales. This was truly a word-of-mouth phenomenon.


THE INFLUENCE OF A LEGEND ON THE LEGEND

The presence of investigator and geologist Bruce Cornet kept the Pine Bush tales churning. He claimed that he was able to photograph strange aerial phenomena and could track beams of light being shot into the sky from underground. Cornet suggested, both in print and on television, that there might be underground spaceships or alien bases in the area beaming signals to spacecraft in orbit. As wild as his ideas sounded to many, others thought they had a truth about them. Dr. Cornet's theories found an audience of researchers anxious to go to Pine Bush.



TALES FROM THE TIME


Researched works on alien abduction like Budd Hopkins's Missing Time (1988) and David Jacobs's Secret Life (1992) were popular at the height of the Pine Bush phenomena. Of course, Whitley Strieber's first-hand account played an important role in telling the Pine Bush story to the world.



Cornet's claims of alien contact made his story even more fascinating. He said that he was not only able to track and account for the presence of different life forms, but that these entities contacted him and communicated with him. Reminiscent of tales coming out of the 1950s from such self-described alien contactees as George Adamski, George Van Tassel, and Howard Menger, Cornet's revelations included stories of his being educated by these light beings. They communicated with him telepathically and tried to raise his intellectual grasp of the messages they were sending. Was Cornet one in a long line of anointed prophets and extraterrestrial nuncios bringing a message of hope to people of earth, or was he self-deluded? The evidence could neither rebuff the skeptics nor renounce the believers. The debate itself propelled the fascination with Cornet's message, photographs, and theories of underground UFO facilities in Pine Bush.
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