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Introduction

Are you on the verge of eloping? Do you feel as if you’ll scream if one more person tries to give you advice? This is not exactly the way you pictured your blissfully-engaged self. You can still remember the day you said “yes.” Oh, the fun you thought you’d have. Planning the wedding, choosing a gown, breaking open the Dom Perignon—talk about the time of your life! Yes, that was a great day, a day when you learned that your dream of being a blushing bride would soon come true. Well, at this point you’re probably coming to terms with some of life’s harsher realities, and realizing exactly why it’s the bride who traditionally does all the blushing. By now, you’ve probably realized that putting a wedding together can be, well, overwhelming. Not only do you have a hundred different things to worry about, but your mother, future mother-in-law, and just about everyone you know is probably trying to tell you the right and wrong way of doing things. Everyone, it seems, is an expert on wedding etiquette. With so many differing points of view, what’s a well-meaning bride to do? Believe it or not, two round-trip tickets to Vegas are not the answer. By following the rules of etiquette, you’ll not spend your day in the sun feeling as if you’re in the doghouse.

That’s where The Everything® Wedding Etiquette Book comes in. This book won’t tell you where to place the dessert fork, but it will tell you how to solve more contemporary etiquette dilemmas, like how to seat divorced parents at the reception and whether or not your sister can host a wedding shower. It will also tell you how to word wedding invitations, whether or not a cash bar is appropriate, and what to do if a wedding gift arrives damaged.
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This book also recognizes that there are no hard and fast rules of etiquette anymore—what’s right for one bride may not be right for another. Many questions, especially those dealing with divorced families, have no single correct answer; solutions to these types of dilemmas depend upon the dynamics within your particular family. You should also remember that many questions of etiquette are simply a matter of common sense; others can be avoided altogether through flexibility and communication.

The Everything® Wedding Etiquette Book is designed to relieve some of the stress associated with wedding planning. Within these pages you will find the answers to any type of etiquette dilemma you and your fiancé may face. It will also give you advice and insights on how to plan a fabulous wedding. Keep this book handy, and you’ll be prepared for any snags and glitches that may come your way.

Good luck!





CHAPTER ONE


Pop Goes
the Question:
Sharing the News
of Your Engagement

As soon as you’re engaged, the first thing you want to do is tell everyone you see. Don’t. If

you ever want your mother to speak to you again, resist the temptation. Your families, not Sam the butcher, should be the first to know. And Mom and Dad should be told in person if at all possible. If not, telling them over the phone is OK, but then try to arrange a visit for you and your fiancé as soon as possible. Although getting engaged may very well go down as one of the happiest moments in your life, try to remember that people close to you might respond with a mixed bag of emotions. Your parents can either be thrilled to bits, perturbed by the prospect of losing their daughter, or a combination of the two. The same goes for your best friends and siblings. The way in which you break the happy news can make a great deal of difference in how accepting your intimate relations are of you, your fiancé, and your decision to tie the knot.

Can we announce our engagement if I don’t have a ring or we don’t have an exact date?

In a word, yes. As soon as he asks you to marry him and you say yes, it’s official. Or, as soon as you ask him and he says yes, it’s official.

My fiancé and I agreed to get married before talking it over with my parents. Will they be upset that he didn’t consult them before proposing?

While you know your parents better than anyone, in this day and age it is highly unusual for parents to frown at a suitor’s failure to ask them for their daughter’s hand in marriage. In days of yore, the father’s permission had to be obtained before an engagement could be struck, but this custom is no longer applicable, as nowadays the decision is clearly up to the bride-to-be (or not-to-be, as the case may be). If your parents are informed of the engagement promptly after the proposal, there should be no hard feelings whatsoever.

How do we decide which set of parents to tell first?

Since it’s unlikely that both sets of parents live in the same city or state as the bride and groom, distance usually plays a part in determining which set of parents hears the news first. However, the bride-to-be’s family is traditionally told first, with the groom’s family being told soon after. After everyone is told, the groom’s family usually contacts your parents, either through a short note or phone call. If your parents are divorced, his parents should call the parent who raised you, and then call the other parent later if the two of you are still close. If the two families live close by, they can have brunch or drinks together, and each can get an idea of the other’s expectations for the wedding. This gathering can take place with or without you and your fiancé. And if weeks go by and your beloved’s parents haven’t made the initial contact, your parents can call them, or you and your fiancé can try to arrange a meeting.

What if my parents and fiancé have never met?

Try to bring your future hubby home to spend a few days with your family before sharing the news. Don’t just walk in and say “Hi, everybody. Meet your future son-in-law!” Let your parents and fiancé get to know each other before announcing your engagement.
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I’m not sure how my parents will react … any suggestions?

Tell them in person—alone. If you suspect that your parents will be less than thrilled about your choice of a husband, you don’t want your honey there to see the look of disappointment in your father’s eyes. Telling Mom and Dad without your fiancé present enables everyone to speak with candor.

Can I wear a family heirloom as my engagement ring?

Of course! Wearing a family heirloom is a wonderful way to preserve the memory of a beloved family member. And you should feel honored if your fiancé wants you to wear an heirloom from his side of the family. If you both decide to go with an heirloom instead of a new ring, your fiancé may decide to reset the stones into a different ring or buy you another piece of jewelry, like a tennis bracelet or necklace, instead.

“Mom”? “Dad”? How about “Hey You”?

At some point in your engagement, the question of what to call your fiancé’s parents is bound to come up. This is one of those issues that, on paper, shouldn’t be that difficult, but always manages to cause some degree of awkwardness or tension between your families. Many couples look forward to having children so that they can get rid of this issue and just call everyone Grandma and Grandpa. Believe it or not, many people choose to avoid the matter altogether by not calling their in-laws anything at all. Needless to say, choosing this mode of conduct only compounds the problem as days turn into months and you’re still stuck dreading the prospect of talking to your well-meaning mother-in-law for something as trivial as lack of a proper address.
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How do I find out what my in-laws want me to call them?

Most likely they will say something directly either to you or your fiancé. If not, have your fiancé find out for you. In many cases, engaged couples just continue to call the in-laws whatever they did before their engagement (Mr. and Mrs. Brown, John and Sylvia, etc.)



[image: ]Popping the Question


Short of a coin toss, there are less traditional ways of asking for someone’s hand in marriage than getting down on bended knee and begging. Don’t worry if your fiancé didn’t go exactly by the book; when it comes to asking for a hand in marriage, almost anything goes. In fact, the last few years have seen media outlets reporting some lovers popping the question as imaginatively as possible, using such devices as:

[image: ] Airplane banner

[image: ] Billboard

[image: ] Movie theater trailer

[image: ] TV talk show

[image: ] Halftime announcement at a football game

[image: ] Message on the giant screen of a baseball game

[image: ] Live balloon delivery

[image: ] Custom fortune cookie

[image: ] Singing waiters

[image: ] Request line on rock radio

[image: ] Groom disguised as clown in circus



What if they want me to call them something I’m not comfortable with?

If they want you to call them “Mom” and “Dad” for instance, explain to them that you don’t feel comfortable calling anyone but your own parents “Mom” and “Dad.” Suggest calling them whatever your fiancé is calling your parents, instead.

What should I call my fiancé’s stepparents?

The best and easiest solution is to call them whatever your fiancé does.

Now that we’re engaged, do I have to refer to my boyfriend as “my fiancé”?

Yes. The designation of “boyfriend” and “girlfriend” is no longer sufficient. Once you two decide to get married, and until such time as you do, you should refer to each other as “my fiancé.” That is, unless you have a better idea, such as “my intended” or, better yet, “my betrothed.”

Whatever Happened to
the Nuclear Family?

As many of us know, life would be a lot easier if we were living in a different era, namely a time when stepmothers were known only to Cinderella and the Cleavers ruled the TV. Divorced parents, ex-spouses and children from previous marriages can all bring some tension to what is supposed to be the happiest event in your life. In all of these cases, a little tact and thoughtfulness can go a long way.

My parents are divorced. Whom should I tell first?

This is probably one area where the etiquette police can’t get you. You know your family better than anyone does. Do what you feel most comfortable with.

What if one of us has children?

If one of you has children, tell them right away. Don’t risk letting them feel excluded. They will want to know how a new mommy or daddy will affect them. While it is not essential that children of a divorce give their consent (and it isn’t likely that they will at first), tremendous compassion should be used in breaking the news, for they will probably regard it as a repudiation of their other parent.

How should I let my ex-spouse know I’m getting remarried?

If you have children together, your ex-spouse shouldn’t find out through the grapevine. A phone call would be fine, but be prepared for questions about alimony payments or custody arrangements. If you don’t have kids, then whether or not you tell your ex-spouse depends on your relationship with him or her.

Stop the Presses:
We’re Getting Married!

After you’ve told your assorted parents, stepparents, grandparents, and ex-spouses, the time has come for you to share your joy with your friends and coworkers. This can be done pretty easily; as soon as someone sees that ring on your finger, the news will spread like wildfire. Once again, we caution you to use great care when disclosing the news to your nearest and dearest of pals. While it’s OK to let the ring speak for itself with casual friends and acquaintances, special friends deserve special attention. Depending on how close you are, these intimates should be enlightened either in person or over the phone as soon as you’re done telling your parents and assorted relatives.
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Should we announce our engagement in the newspaper?

Once you’ve told close friends and relatives, you may choose to put formal announcements in the newspapers in your hometown and the city in which you work. The information is pretty standard: names and occupations of the bride, groom, and their parents, and schools attended. Some papers have a standard form you need to fill out; check with your local paper for specifications. Usually, a photograph of the bride-to-be (but not the groom) may also be sent.

Are the bride’s parents the only ones who can make the engagement announcement? What if my parents are divorced?

The protocol for who makes the engagement announcement is as follows: Normally, the parents of the bride-to-be make the announcement of their daughter’s engagement. If the parents are divorced, then the mother makes the announcement, but the father must be mentioned. If both parents are deceased, then a close relative does the honors. If the couple are older and have been on their own, they may make the announcement themselves.

Does our engagement need to be a particular length of time?

That depends. If you want to plan a wedding that will dwarf Princess Di’s, you’d better leave yourself at least a year. Generally, engagements last from 3 to eighteen 18, but remember that the more time you give yourself to plan, the more time you’ll have to revise your plan if things don’t go smoothly.
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Let the Parties Begin!

Once all the major players have been notified, tradition indicates that someone, usually your parents, will throw a party in honor of you and your fiancé. This party can be as formal or informal as the hosts would like. Aside from celebrating the engagement, the point is to give you and your fiancé an official coming out party, a sort of couple’s debut into society. If you have not yet met all of each other’s friends, this party will give you two the opportunity to mingle and get the old gang accustomed to the new situation. The families will also have a chance to bond with their newfound in-laws as well as get better acquainted with the other people in both of your lives. The engagement party marks the official beginning of party season, and from this point forward, you’d better get used to being the center of attention.

When is the engagement party held?

The engagement party should be held before your announcement appears in the newspapers, or soon after. If you’re planning on a short engagement, the party should be held as soon as possible so as not to interfere with any bridal showers or bachelorette parties. You and your fiancé can also decide to throw a party for yourselves, and then surprise guests with your news.

What is the most traditional way to have an engagement party?

The parents or mother of the bride host a party at which the formal announcement is made and the groom is presented to the friends and family (who may already know him anyway, or should by now). That is where the mother makes the announcement. The announcement is supposed to be a surprise, so no mention of it is made on the party invitation. If the bride lives in a different city from her parents, the party may be held in her city so that more of her friends can be in attendance.



[image: ]Newspaper Engagement Announcement Worksheet


To make the wedding announcement as easy as possible, use the following fill-in-the-blank worksheet and check it off your list in minutes.

To appear in (name of newspaper) newspaper on (date)

Names of the bride’s parents:

Address:
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Telephone number with area code:
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Mr. and Mrs. (bride’s parents’ names) of (their city, if out of town) announce the engagement of their daughter, (bride’s first and middle name), to (groom’s first and last name), the son of Mr. and Mrs. (groom’s parents’ names), of (groom’s parents’ city). A (month/season) wedding is planned. (Or, No date has been set for the wedding.)



Can we have more than one engagement party?

Of course. The bride’s parents usually have first dibs on throwing the engagement party, but the groom’s parents may also want to celebrate with their families and friends.

Should I expect gifts at an engagement party?

Gifts aren’t required, but just in case, you may want to begin spreading word of where you’ve registered. And of course, you should promptly send written thank-you notes for any gifts you receive.

Do I have to register? Can’t I just let people bring whatever they want?

By no means is joining a bridal registry a prerequisite for marriage. However, you should keep in mind that this is a service that can only help you and your guests. It will keep your invitees free from the frustration of trying to please the couple that seems to have it all, and decrease your chances of winding up with enough food processors to start a successful smoothie venture. Better department and specialty stores offer a free bridal registry service and a staff consultant who will advise the bride and groom on what items they might need to start a home. The registry keeps a list, advises inquirers about what’s on it and how much it costs, and keeps the bride posted on progress.

What is a trousseau?

The idea of a registry is to provide the bride with a trousseau, or the things that she and her husband will probably need during their first year. The word trousseau is a throwback to a time when brides brought their own “things” with them into their new home: doilies, fine linens, lingerie, and other such personal items. The small bundle of stuff was called a trousseau. In time, the standard dowry eclipsed what one could carry in a small bundle, but the name stuck just the same.

The days of exquisite homemade needlepoint and lace may be passed, but the need for a new bride to begin her marriage with a “hope chest” has not. Although in olden times the bride and her mother were responsible for filling the hope chest, modernity has spread the duty to include family and friends. The point of the exercise is to help the couple start building a home. The trousseau includes:

Bed linen (at least three sets for the master bedroom and two for the guest room)

[image: ]  Fitted sheets

[image: ]  Flat sheets

[image: ]  Pillowcases

[image: ]  Pillows

[image: ]  Blankets

[image: ]  Mattress pad or cover

[image: ]  Bedspread or comforter

Table linen

[image: ]  Napkins for eight

[image: ]  Large formal tablecloth

[image: ]  Napkins and plastic mats for informal use

[image: ]  Cotton or pad liner for tablecloth

[image: ]  Smaller tablecloths and napkins for “children’s table”

Bath linen

[image: ]  Four large bath towels

[image: ]  Matching hand towels

[image: ]  Matching face cloths

[image: ]  Midsize “hair towels” for women’s hair

[image: ]  Bath mat

[image: ]  Shower curtain

[image: ]  Small guest towels

Cookware

[image: ]   Frying pan

[image: ]  Covered saucepans (large and small)

[image: ]  Tea kettle

[image: ]  Utensil set

[image: ]  Baking pans

China (formal service for eight, sometimes twelve, plus everyday service for eight)

[image: ]  Dinner plates

[image: ]  Salad plates

[image: ]  Cups and saucers

[image: ]  Creamer and sugar bowl

[image: ]  Salt and pepper shakers

[image: ]  Soup bowls

[image: ]  Bread and butter plates

[image: ]  Serving platters

[image: ]  Glassware/crystal

[image: ]  Water goblets

[image: ]  Wine glasses

[image: ]  Cocktail glasses

[image: ]  Champagne glasses

Silverware (formal service for eight, sometimes twelve, plus everyday service for eight)

[image: ]  Knives

[image: ]  Dinner forks

[image: ]  Salad forks

[image: ]  Soup spoons

[image: ]  Teaspoons

Silverware (additions to formal service)

[image: ]  Butter knife

[image: ]  Fish knife

[image: ]  Dessert fork

[image: ]   Shrimp fork

[image: ]  Iced tea spoon

[image: ]  Steak knife

[image: ]  Specialized serving utensils (carving knife,
slotted spoon, pie server, gravy boat and
spoon, chafing dish)

Any bridal registry will be only too happy to provide an exhaustive list of gift items. The understanding in assembling a trousseau is that couples just starting out their lives together may not need to do formal entertaining and that everyday service will do for the first year or at least until they become more established.

I am afraid that some of my guests won’t be able to afford the items on my registry. Can I open another registry at a less expensive store?

If your guests hail from a wide range of incomes, registering at two or more stores (upscale, moderate, utilitarian, etc.) is not only appropriate but encouraged.



[image: ]Beyond the Trousseau


While sheets, napkins, and towels are important, newlyweds cannot live by linen alone. The following are some wedding gifts that have proved popular and well received in recent years. Any of the following items can be added to your bridal registry.

[image: ] Videocassette recorder

[image: ] Camcorder

[image: ] Laser disc player

[image: ] Microwave oven

[image: ] Food processor

[image: ] CD-ROM drive for computer

[image: ] Fine cutlery

[image: ] High-end cookware

[image: ] Place settings (china, silver, crystal)

[image: ] Garage door opener

[image: ] Computer software

[image: ] Closet storage/shelving

[image: ] Carpeting (gift certificate), or fine rugs

[image: ] Floor or table lamp

[image: ] Clock radio

[image: ] Coffeemaker



A Piece of the Rock

I don’t want to spend too much on my engagement ring, but neither do I want a substandard diamond. How do I go about making sure that I get a good deal without appearing as if the ring is the most important part of the engagement?

A great deal of effort goes into the quest for an engagement ring. Your best bet is to discuss the matter openly with your fiancé. Explain how important it is that you find a good ring, since the only time you’ll be taking it off is when you wash your hair, if that. Talk about your financial concerns and decide on a budget from the get go. Involve your fiancé in every step of the engagement ring hunt, no doubt he’ll quickly realize that your emphasis on this major purchase is well warranted.

How much should an engagement ring cost?

While there’s always the big talk about making two months’ salary last forever, there are no hard and fast rules in this department—perhaps the one general rule that no engagement ring should cost more than you and your future spouse can afford to spend. Of course, a good quality ring will almost invariably set you back a few thousand dollars, at the very least. Still, the price of the ring should be proportional to the size of your income. Upwardly mobile couples often settle on modest engagement rings, substantially upgrading the stone at such time as their ship comes in.

My fiancé gave me a family heirloom as an engagement ring. The problem is that it has an emerald stone. All I’ve ever seen are diamond engagement rings; is an emerald ring OK?

Unconventional and improper are not one and the same. Although diamonds are the most popular choice for engagement rings, they are by no means the only acceptable alternative. In fact, the custom of presenting a diamond engagement ring actually stems from medieval Italy, where precious stones (read: diamonds, rubies, emeralds, sapphires) were seen as part of the groom’s payment for the bride. The gift of such stones symbolized the groom’s intent to marry. So, in answer to your question, giving antique rings that have been worn by generations past is a wonderful tradition that can connect you to your new family much more effectively than any store-bought ring, diamond or otherwise.

My fiancé has been married before. Is it appropriate for me to wear his former wife’s wedding ring?

Absolutely not. If either you or your fiancé has previously been married, don’t use the rings from that marriage in your new one. Wearing the rings that were part of a marriage to someone else is insensitive and in very poor taste. What do you do with those old rings? Some choose to sell them to make a complete break with the past, but there are other options. Women may have their engagement ring reset and worn as regular jewelry. If there are children from the previous marriage, you may decide to put the rings aside for them.



[image: ]Birthstones by Month




	January:
	Garnet



	February:
	Amethyst



	March:
	Aquamarine



	April:
	Diamond



	May:
	Emerald



	June:
	Pearl



	July:
	Ruby



	August:
	Peridot



	September:
	Sapphire



	October:
	Opal



	November:
	Topaz



	December:
	Turquoise






I’m perfectly happy with the engagement ring that my fiancé gave me, but I was wondering whether it’s appropriate for me to wear it as a wedding ring after we get married? Is it absolutely necessary to have two rings?

Certainly not, to the second question that is. Wearing your engagement ring as a wedding ring is a very viable option for today’s brides. Although many brides who opt for one ring choose not to wear it until the wedding ceremony, wearing the ring while you’re engaged is well within the bounds of etiquette. Just make sure that you take off the wedding ring and get it to the ring bearer/best man come wedding day.
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Do our wedding bands have to match exactly?

Although many couples today wear matching wedding bands, there is absolutely no rule to this effect. While men’s wedding rings are traditionally unadorned, women’s can be more elaborate, so go ahead and choose a band that suits your taste. Oftentimes, brides who went without an engagement ring choose to buy a diamond wedding band, while the groom sticks with a plain band. Many couples also choose to engrave the inside of their bands with their initials and the date of their wedding.

Who traditionally pays for the wedding bands?

The laws of etiquette have it that you pay for your fiancé’s wedding band while he pays for yours. Of course, no one would be offended if you two decided to go a different route.



[image: ]Know the Four Cs


If you decide on a diamond engagement ring, pay attention to the four marks of diamond quality when you’re shopping around. The stone you purchase should pass the test in each of these categories:


	Clarity: Clarity is the most important factor in determining the beauty of a given stone: a stone with low clarity, for example, will have a number of imperfections when viewed under a gemologist’s magnifying gla


	Cut: The cut of a diamond is the stone’s physical configuration, the result of the process whereby the rough gem is shaped. Common shapes include the “round” (or “brilliant”), pearl shaped, oval, and marquise cuts.


	Color: The color of the diamond is also a major factor in determining its value. Stones that are colorless are considered to be perfect. The object, then, is to find a stone that is as close to colorless as possible.


	Carat: The carat weight refers to the actual size of the stone.








[image: ]What’s It All Mean?


The Ring Finger –

The third finger on the left hand is considered the ring finger. All engagement and wedding rings are worn there because centuries ago that finger was believed to be connected by a vein directly to the heart.

The Wedding Ring –

The idea of the wedding ring itself dates back to ancient times, when a caveman husband would wrap circles of braided grass around his bride’s wrists and ankles, believing it would keep her spirit from leaving her body. The bands evolved into leather, carved stone, metal, and later silver and gold. (Luckily, you only have to wear them on your finger nowadays—and the groom usually reciprocates.)



Once we’re married, do we have to wear the wedding rings at all times?

Although married people are generally expected to become one with their wedding bands, with the husband and wife both wearing their bands on the same fingers, there are times when you are allowed to temporarily part with your ring. These include athletics, chores, radiology, and the like. Mind you, girls’- or guys’-night-out does not fall under the heading of “good time to remove wedding band.”
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[image: ]Jewelry Shopping Tips


Your first step in the search for a ring should be to consult with a reputable jeweler. Referrals from experienced family and friends are the best way to find someone trustworthy. Should your social circle not yield many results, pick a store that appeals to you, stocks jewelry in your price range, and is a member of the American Gem Society. While members of the AGS must meet high standards of quality and reputability, you should still avoid taking any chances by …

[image: ] Shopping around. Even if you fall head over heels in love with the first ring you set eyes on, a little perspective never hurt anyone. Comparing selections from other jewelers should give you a better idea of fair pricing as well as your options.

[image: ] Negotiating. Don’t hesitate to ask if the price is negotiable. Like car salespeople, jewelry salespeople expect to do their fair share of haggling.

[image: ] Making the final sale contingent upon your taking the ring to an appraiser of your choice to verify value and price. There are unscrupulous jewelers who will try to dupe you into buying a ring for much more than it’s worth by having their appraiser (or one they recommend) “confirm” the ring’s inflated value.

[image: ] Getting a purchase agreement that includes stipulations for sizing and potential return. Does the store offer a money-back guarantee if the ring is returned within the designated time frame?

[image: ] Getting a written appraisal and insurance. It’s not romantic, but insurance purposes demand that you get a written appraisal that describes the ring and cites its value. Insure your ring under your homeowner’s or renter’s policy.
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