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1 Seahorse Storytelling


It was dinnertime at the Seahorse house, but everyone was so focused on the story being told that they’d barely touched their kelp spaghetti.

“Sir Sheldon knew that if he didn’t make it to the top of Mount Aquarius by that evening, it would be too dark to continue.”

“And then he’d have to go home?” Simon Seahorse asked, his voice hushed.

Simon’s dad nodded.
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Usually, Simon was the one who shared exciting tales with his eleven siblings during meals. Tonight, though, it was Mr. Seahorse’s turn.

“Sir Sheldon decided that he had come too far to turn back,” Mr. Seahorse went on. “As he neared the top of the mountain, it grew so dark that he could barely see his own claws! But suddenly, a magical glow lit his path. He spied a handwritten sign that said TO TOP, and he decided to trust whoever had made that sign, even though the little path wasn’t on the map he was using. Well, it was a good thing he did, because Sir Sheldon scrambled the rest of the way to the summit. He’d done it! He’d reached the top of Mount Aquarius!”
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Everyone cheered as Mr. Seahorse took a bow. Then, finally, they dug into their spaghetti, chatting excitedly.

“Wow, Simon,” his oldest sister, Kya, said. “I didn’t think anyone could tell stories as good as yours, but Dad’s was amazing.”

“Do you think it was true?” Simon asked.
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“Mount Aquarius is a real place… but does it glow with magic?” Kya laughed. “I don’t think so!”

Simon smiled. Even if his sister was right, it was fun to imagine that the story could be true. He couldn’t wait to share it with his friends at school the next day—with a few fun twists of his own, of course.

By the time he met his best friend, Olive Octopus, at the corner of Seaweed Lane the next morning, Simon was about to burst with excitement.
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“What’s up, Simon?” Olive asked, a suspicious look on her face. “You seem even bouncier than usual.”

“My dad told us the best story last night,” he said. “I can’t wait to share it with everyone.”

Olive laughed. “Just try not to get too carried away this time.”

“I know, I know,” Simon said, but his mind was already spinning with ideas.
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The two friends hopped onto the current that would bring them to school, and Olive took a notebook out of her bag. She began flipping through pages and pages of notes.

“What’s that?” Simon asked.
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“Ideas for our bioluminescence project,” Olive said. “There are so many cool things that make their own light! It’s going to be hard to pick just one by Monday.”

Simon gasped. Oh no! His head had been so full of stories that he’d forgotten about the project that was due in just a few days!
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2 The End… and More


When Simon and Olive arrived at Coral Grove Elementary, they spotted their friend Cam Crab scuttling along.

“Have you two been working on your bioluminescence projects?” he asked. “Mine is almost done.”

“Oh, um, kind of,” Simon mumbled back.

Cam shook his head. “Let me guess. You got caught up in a story.”

“Something like that,” Simon said with a laugh. “Speaking of stories, make sure to tell everyone to meet by the slide at recess. I have a fantastic new one to tell.”
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Cam rolled his eyes. “Whatever you say,” he said. Cam could be crabby sometimes, but Simon knew Cam enjoyed his stories just as much as everyone else.

The morning dragged on as Simon waited impatiently for a good time to tell his friends about Sir Sheldon. He tried to focus on doing research for his project, but his mind kept drifting away.
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Just before the bell rang for recess, Ms. Tuttle called Simon up to her desk. “You seem a little distracted, Simon,” she said. “Have you chosen which sea creature you’d like to focus on for your bioluminescence project?”
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