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CHAPTER 1[image: ] ALL ABOUT MIA
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Who loved to follow Isla Verde around the island of Sol, was very green, and would simply not stop talking?

Mia the iguana!

Isla and Fitz had been sitting on the curb of their neighborhood park when Mia stomped by, grumbling to herself. As soon as she’d spotted Isla, well… she’d stayed for a chat.

“The injustice!” Mia cried out. She paced back and forth angrily. “The nerve! The unfairness of it all! Oh, cruel world!”

Isla hid a laugh behind her coconut ice-cream cone. If there were contests to crown the most talkative reptile on the island, Mia would win every single time. But Isla kind of liked that about Mia. You could learn a lot from a reptile.
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Fitz groaned on the ground by Isla’s leg. Unlike Isla, he did not like the eternal chatter.

“It is way too hot outside to be this angry,” Fitz said. “What’s happening and how does it affect me?”
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Isla offered Fitz some of her frozen treat. “Something about another iguana stealing her favorite shady tree spot.”

Mia huffed and puffed, her nails click-clacking with each step. “Why, don’t you know how sensitive my scales are? It’s not like I just wake up looking this beautiful in the morning. I need my shady tree canopy!”
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Isla knew a large tree canopy was very important. It kept the ground cool for animals.

“Here’s a wild idea,” Fitz said. “Just find another tree.”

“Fitz is right, Mia,” Isla said. “Have you looked to see if a tree near you is up for grabs?”

“On the beach? All taken!” Mia sighed.

That made sense. The beach was a total hot spot.

Suddenly, Fitz straightened up. “Hey, what about the rain forest? My cousin is always moving around in there.”
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Mia gasped in delight. “Fitz, you are brilliant! Simply brilliant, my dear!”

Fitz winked at Isla. “Oh, I get it from my best friend.”

“I could hug you, you adorable gecko!” Mia said.
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“Oh, no, no, no.” Fitz scurried to Isla for safety. “I’m not really a hugger.”
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“It’s because my scales aren’t glimmering, isn’t it? Well, too-dah-loo!” Mia said as she walked away. “I’m off to find the best tree in the entire rain forest! A marvelous canopy! The greenest leaves!”

“Good luck!” Isla called out. “We’d better get going too, Fitz. Mama and the Adventure Shack await.”
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CHAPTER 2[image: ] THE ADVENTURE SHACK
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Snuggled on a busy shopping street in town, the Adventure Shack promised the very best Sol had to offer.

The shop was bursting with color and music. Before it was Mama’s shop, it had been just an old, boring building without personality. But with a little love, time, and imagination, Mama had created her own magical place. Now everyone knew to stop by the boat-shaped store for all kinds of fun in the sun.

Isla pushed open the door. A bell chimed as she walked in.

Customers looked through all kinds of brochures, checked out the gift shop, and ooh-ed at the large posters on the wall.

Snorkeling lessons! Sightseeing! Dolphin-watching!

Beach balls of all sizes! Swimsuits! Snorkeling gear!

“Whoa, check out all the names they have!” A kid’s eyes lit up as he found his name on a key chain. “They have my name! Key chains never have my name!”
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