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DEDICATION





  THIS BOOK WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN POSSIBLE WITHOUT THE LOVE AND support of my parents and the entire Laughland family, including my wife, Kristen, and mini goldendoodle, Theo. This book is dedicated to two of my American heroes—my late grandfather, Stanley Suzansky, and my late uncle, Ronald Laughland.
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  Stanley Suzansky




  Served in US Army 1941–1946




  1st Lieutenant / Paratrooper with 101st Airborne




  LAUGHLAND FAMILY COLLECTION




  Stanley served as a paratrooper and officer with the 101st Airborne Division during World War II. He was responsible for training new paratrooper recruits in the United States, while performing jumps to prepare them for the war. He was ultimately deployed in 1945 to help liberate and secure France from German occupation. While he was en route by ship to fight in Japan, the Japanese surrendered, and his ship returned home.
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  Ronald Laughland




  20-Year Navy Career 1955–1975




  Chief Petty Officer, Fire Control




  LAUGHLAND FAMILY COLLECTION




  Ronald served as a career officer in the US Navy for 20 years. He served during the Vietnam War as chief petty officer commanding all guns and missiles on the destroyer. His fleet conducted naval support to US Marine and Army land operations during the conflict. His naval fleet was also involved in the recovery mission to secure astronauts from the ocean after they returned from space. Ronald also became an instructor at the Naval Academy in Annapolis, Maryland.




  My grandfather, Stanley, grew up in New York City in the early 20th century bearing witness to the Golden Age of baseball and appreciating the original Subway Series rivalry. He went to Yankee, Dodger, Giant, and eventually Mets games and saw great players like Mickey Mantle, Roger Maris, Yogi Berra, and many other legends play. My grandfather and my uncle were lifelong baseball fans.




  Both men were part of The Greatest Generation and stood as shining examples of bravery, courage, and commitment. Their lives and legacies shaped the future for all of us, so that we may enjoy the freedoms we have today, including celebrating America’s magnificent pastime of baseball.







  Over the great bridge, with the sunlight through the girders making a constant flicker upon the moving cars, with the city rising up across the river in white heaps and sugar lumps all built with a wish out of non-olfactory money. The city seen from the Queensboro Bridge is always the city seen for the first time, in its first wild promise of all the mystery and beauty in the world.




  —F. SCOTT FITZGERALD, THE GREAT GATSBY (1925)


  








  
FOREWORD





  by Bobby Valentine




  IT WAS TRULY SPECIAL TO PLAY A KEY PART IN THE MODERN ERA SUBWAY Series rivalry. The first regular-season Subway Series game at Yankee Stadium in 1997 was filled with fanfare, media hoopla, and excitement. It was truly unique. Baseball has a special place in the hearts of New Yorkers and that was no more evident than when the Mets and Yankees met on Monday, June 16, 1997. For the first time since 1957, when the Dodgers and Giants left New York for the West Coast following the season, the Big Apple witnessed games with not only bragging rights on the line, but implications for the teams’ respective playoff races. Dave Mlicki’s complete game shutout performance in front of a hostile Bronx crowd, with many Mets supporters in attendance, was a heck of a way to reignite the area rivalry.




  The regular-season battles were ballyhooed enough and filled with dramatic late-game moments, but things reached a fever pitch during the 2000 Subway World Series. The winning margin of three runs was the second slimmest in World Series history for a five-game series. My guys fought hard in a competitive series against a Yankee dynasty.




  For generations of baseball fans, the Subway Series has featured many different faces on the field and in the dugout, but what remains consistent is the fans’ energy, exuberance, and, at times, vitriol toward the other side. New York is truly the media and sports capital of the world. You feel that as the manager representing the proud borough of Queens and the long legacy of National League baseball in New York that preceded the Mets’ arrival in 1962. It was an honor and privilege to take part in the Subway Series’ annual celebration of New York baseball’s greatest tradition.


  











  CHAPTER 1




  Trolley Series Era (1889–1903)




  WOVEN INTO THE SOCIAL FABRIC OF NEW YORK CITY AND DEEPLY rooted in the hearts and minds of rabid sports fans, the intracity battle for baseball supremacy has origins dating back to the mid-19th century. Before the five boroughs were consolidated into the Greater City of New York in 1898, before the construction of its subway system was completed in 1904, the Big Apple’s battle between National League (NL) All-Stars and American Association (AA), later renamed American League (AL) All-Stars, was unofficially dubbed, “The Trolley Series.”




  America’s Gilded Age (1870–1900) featured horse-drawn trolleys serving as the primary means of public transportation before eventually giving way to more efficient and swifter electric-powered trolleys and gas-powered cars just prior to the turn of the century. When the Transcontinental Railroad was completed in 1869, railroad tycoons prospered to unprecedented heights. Gotham City’s first elevated railway line was completed in 1878, commonly referred to as the Third Avenue Elevated, connecting southern Manhattan to the Bronx. The Industrial Revolution peaked between 1820 and 1840, thereby creating millions of low-paying jobs for Americans by literally and figuratively laying the groundwork for the country’s infrastructure on the backs of the working-class and slave laborers.




  This marvelous period of innovation fundamentally changed civilization as we know it with the invention of steam-power, the light bulb, the telegraph, and the telephone, along with the creation of the internal combustion engine. Entrepreneurs John D. Rockefeller, Andrew Carnegie, Henry Ford, Cornelius Vanderbilt, and John Pierpont (J. P.) Morgan Sr. were among many industrialists that capitalized on this macroeconomic trend to create monopolies within their respective industries. In doing so, these visionary magnates amassed vast personal fortunes, while exponentially growing the country’s gross domestic product in an unparalleled fashion.




  
[image: chpt_fig_001]



    New York City street scene at Broadway and Union Square with horse-drawn trolley cars, circa 1892




  COURTESY OF WIKIMEDIA COMMONS




  Ostentatious mansions built by titans of American industry and modeled after European palaces lined Fifth Avenue between 50th Street and Central Park during the late 1800s in an exclusive expanse known as Vanderbilt Row. Manhattan and the surrounding boroughs were thriving during this historic period characterized by rapid urbanization, European immigrants pouring in to Ellis Island in New York Harbor, widespread political corruption, and the proliferation of corporate monopolies. This frenetic era produced generational wealth for the elite and barely livable wages for scores of blue-collar workers. To that end, working-class citizens sought out leisure activities as a diversion from the harsh realities of the day, and the national pastime of baseball started gaining extreme popularity. With three professional clubs calling the metropolis home at that time, fan interest in the sport and its on-field heroes produced a golden era for the game.




  Beginning in 1857, the National Association of Base Ball Players (NABBP), the first governing body of American baseball, showcased a pre–World Series era champion. The Atlantic Club of Brooklyn won the regular-season title in the inaugural year, and the Mutual Club of New York took home the season championship in 1858. By 1871, the National Association of Professional Base Ball Players (NAPBBP) was founded as the first fully professional baseball league. This pre–World Series era built the seeds of a fierce New York–Brooklyn-based baseball club rivalry as each side demonstrated their baseball might. This period predated the establishment of the National League (NL) in 1876 and the American Association’s (AA) founding in 1882.




  After 27 years of regular-season power struggles to determine a champion, the first true postseason championship series took place. The 1884 “World’s Series” featured the Providence Grays beating the New York Metropolitans three games to zero.




  Five years later, a historic “World’s Series” title bout took shape between Big Apple clubs.




  The first iteration of the unofficial “Trolley Series” was held in 1889. It featured the New York Giants, originally named the Gothams (NL), squaring off with the Brooklyn Bridegrooms (AA), later referred to as the Trolley Dodgers for the simple fact that pedestrians were forced to bob and weave to avoid the borough’s countless trolley cars when traversing Brooklyn.




  The Brooklyn baseball club underwent a slew of unofficial nicknames starting with the Atlantics during their first season in 1884, followed by the Grays (after their uniform), and then the Bridegrooms (since six of their players were wed after the 1888 campaign).
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    1889 Brooklyn Bridegrooms team portrait




  COURTESY OF WIKIMEDIA COMMONS




  The sixth installment of the pre–modern era World Series consisted of a best-of-11 format as agreed upon by the clubs’ owners, John B. Day of the Giants and Charles H. Byrne along with his co-founder, Ferdinand A. Abell, of the Bridegrooms, respectively. The series featured games held at alternating home parks for the first three games. The Giants played host in the Polo Grounds II (opened 1889) at 155th Street and the Harlem River in Manhattan in Games 1, 3, and 4 and the Bridegrooms in Games 2, 5, 6, 7, 8, and 9 at Washington Park between Third and Fifth Streets and Fourth and Fifth Avenues in Brooklyn.




  The series was tied three games apiece before New York outscored Brooklyn 30 to 16 combined over the next three games to capture a 6–3 series victory. This heated area competition reached new heights in the seasons ahead with Brooklyn joining four other clubs transferring over to the NL beginning in 1890, to face the Giants throughout the regular season. The Brotherhood of Professional Base Ball Players founded the Players’ League (PL) in November 1889. That eight-team league consisted of another club named the New York Giants but lasted only one season.
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    A bird’s-eye view from the right field stands at the Polo Grounds




  COURTESY OF THE NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY




  The “Trolley Series” marked the only time that New York baseball clubs clashed in the pre–modern era World Series, and it would not happen again until the 1921 World Series when the Giants met the Yankees.




  While the Bridegrooms and Giants dominated the New York baseball landscape at the turn of the 19th century, there was a third professional baseball club that called the city home from 1880 to 1887, the New York Metropolitans, colloquially referred to as the Mets. Tobacco tycoon John B. Day was one of the founding owners of the independent Mets (who then joined the AA in 1883) before he founded the New York Gothams (NL) in 1883 and renamed them the Giants, just two years later. The Mets played home games at the original Polo Grounds in 1883 and 1885, while winning the AA pennant in 1884. The AA ceased to exist in 1891 with several teams defecting to the NL. Starting in 1900, a minor league previously known as the Western League (1885 to 1899), which featured teams mainly from the Great Lakes region, changed its name to the American League (AL). By 1901, the AL gained major-league status and comprised eight charter teams in its inaugural year.




  By 1903, the New York Highlanders (later renamed the Yankees in 1913) replaced the defunct Baltimore Orioles in the AL. The team played its games at Hilltop Park between 165th and 168th Streets in Manhattan, a venue known for its high elevation and thus coinciding with the team’s namesake. The Highlanders permitted the Giants to play their home games at Hilltop Park for only the 1911 season. Highlanders also referenced a British military unit, The Gordon Highlanders, which in turn was a tribute to the team’s president, Joseph Gordon. The Highlanders’ inaugural year of 1903 marked not only the inception of the storied franchise that eventually became known as the New York Yankees, but it changed the course of the city’s baseball rivalry forever.











  CHAPTER 2




  Subway Series Origins (1903–1957)




  THE WORLD SERIES ERA IN BASEBALL WAS OFFICIALLY UNDERWAY IN 1903 when the National League and American League settled their differences with the Boston Americans toppling the Philadelphia Athletics 5–3 in a best-of-nine format. The harmony between the two leagues was fleeting as the New York Giants declined to play Boston, the defending champions of the AL, in the 1904 World Series. Giants owner John T. Brush (1902–1912) considered his AL counterparts to be a minor-league equivalent and refused to let his club play what he deemed to be a sub-standard team in a “glorified exhibition series.” The 1904 World Series marked the first of only two times in the history of the game that the World Series was not played (the strike-shortened 1994 season was the second such occurrence). While the Giants were heavily favored by the media and on paper in the 1904 World Series matchup that never came to fruition, Brush’s crew repeated as NL champions in 1905, besting the Philadelphia Athletics four games to one to validate his claim that the Giants were the toast of baseball. Littered with future Hall of Fame players in the battery of Roger Bresnahan and Christy Mathewson, along with fellow star pitcher Joe McGinnity, the 1905 Giants were managed by the legendary John McGraw and ran roughshod over the competition in both leagues.




  After winning the NL by 13 games on the way to a pennant in 1904 and nine games in 1905 en route to the World Series title, it appeared as though the Giants were well on their way to dominating baseball’s greatest stage for the foreseeable future. To the contrary, the Giants qualified for but lost the World Series four times, and finished behind the Chicago Cubs four times, the Philadelphia Phillies and Brooklyn Robins twice, along with the Boston Braves, Pittsburgh Pirates, and Cincinnati Reds once each in the NL up until the 1921 season.




  In the modern World Series era, New York–based baseball clubs didn’t face each other for 18 consecutive seasons (1903–1920). It represented the longest such dry spell in baseball history for the three clubs that called Gotham City home.




  This period in New York baseball history coincided with the proliferation of the city’s subway system, which grew exponentially in terms of infrastructure and therein ridership since its first underground lines opened in the fall of 1904. Ridership eclipsed one million for the first time ever with 1.332 million passengers utilizing the public means of transit to travel between and within the city’s five boroughs.
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    A street view from outside the entrance at Ebbets Field




  COURTESY OF THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS




  The Giants established themselves as the Big Apple’s premier team in the early part of the 20th century, winning the 1905 baseball crown and reaching three consecutive championship rounds from 1911 to 1913. Meanwhile, Brooklyn endured 11 straight losing seasons from 1904 through 1914 and unofficially changed its nickname to the Robins in 1914—a namesake that lasted through 1931. In 1916, Brooklyn snapped a 16-year league title drought by winning the NL pennant under manager Wilbert Robinson. The Robins—nicknamed after their manager—fell in five games to Babe Ruth and the Red Sox. Two games of that series were held at the illustrious Ebbets Field, which had opened just three years earlier in the Flatbush neighborhood of Brooklyn.




  Named for Brooklyn’s owner, Charles Ebbets, the ballpark reached a capacity of 18,000 fans but expanded beyond 30,000 seats in the years following the 1920 World Series. Part of the land where the field was situated on was previously a pig feeding ground and a garbage dump—a lot featuring a sloping hill that only added to the unconventional charm and distinctive nature of the ballpark. Akin to the ballparks born during that era, seating was crammed in cozy fashion with fans on top of the action. The right field foul pole measured a mere 301 feet from home plate with a nine-foot wall that was trumped only by Fenway Park’s original 25-foot high wall in left field—erected in 1912.




  Future Hall of Famer Casey Stengel signed with Brooklyn on September 1, 1911, and spent most of the 1912 season with the team’s Class A minor-league affiliate before a September call-up. Upon his promotion in 1913, Stengel became the first player to hit a home run at Ebbets Field when he blasted an inside the park round-tripper against the Yanks in an exhibition contest and then became the first to go yard in that ballpark come regular-season play. Stengel’s tenure with the Dodgers endured only one year beyond their 1916 World Series appearance as the team was slicing payroll and Charles Ebbets considered the right fielder’s contract bloated at the time. Stengel became a key figure in New York baseball history during his tenure as a manager with the Dodgers, Yankees, and Mets in the years to follow.




  Despite falling in the 1916 Fall Classic, Brooklyn, led by Robinson, raised another NL pennant in 1920 and faced the Cleveland Indians. In the best-of-nine series that was changed to a 3-4-2 format to reduce travel that year, the Robins won two out of the first three games at Ebbets Field. The series would never return to Brooklyn as the Indians won four straight contests at League Park. The Indians held the Robins to just two runs in those four games in Cleveland. While Brooklyn appeared to be establishing a place in the New York baseball pecking order, it wouldn’t raise an NL pennant again until 1941. The next two decades were rife with Yankees and Giants matchups for ultimate baseball bragging rights while Brooklyn endured 12 seasons with a losing record.
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    New York Giants baseball team owner Charles Stoneham




  COURTESY OF WIKIMEDIA COMMONS




  The Giants saw an ownership change in 1919 with the founder of the New York City–based brokerage firm, Charles A. Stoneham & Company, purchasing the club for $1 million. Stoneham’s 17-year tenure in an ownership role was teeming with success as he presided over three championships, but it wasn’t without its share of controversy.




  Stoneham was indicted by a federal grand jury for perjury in 1923 after he provided false testimony about his role in the collapse of a brokerage where he actively referred his clients. Additionally, one of Stone-ham’s close business associates was notorious crime lord, bootlegger, and racketeer Arnold Rothstein. MLB commissioner Kenesaw Mountain Landis, in response to the fallout from the 1919 Black Sox scandal that Rothstein was directly involved with fixing, forced Stoneham to divest his interest in gambling operations, including a racetrack and casino in Havana, Cuba. While unscrupulous behavior and unlawful business connections within his inner circle sullied his reputation, the Giants ascended into baseball royalty under Stoneham’s ownership.




  Midway through the 1920 MLB regular season, the Giants issued an eviction notice to the Yankees to boot them out as tenants at the Polo Grounds IV, but they shortly thereafter rescinded it. The Giants then approved a temporary lease extension for the Yankees to remain at the Polo Grounds until the end of 1922.




  There was skepticism from New Yorkers as to whether the Yankees were a sustainable baseball brand capable of filling their own venue. Baseball’s popularity and credibility took a major hit during the 1919 Black Sox scandal in which eight players from the Chicago White Sox were banned from baseball for conspiring with gamblers to throw the 1919 Fall Classic. The Yankees even considered relocating the franchise to Boston in the early months of 1920, but that plan was abandoned. The financial risk of building a new stadium coupled with the sport’s integrity being under fire brought into question the viability of building a new Bronx ballpark, but construction began two years later.




  The 1921 World Series delineated the veritable origins of the Subway Series and served as the springboard for a fierce battle of New York baseball heavyweights. From 1921 until the Dodgers and Giants both jetted west after the 1957 season for Los Angeles and San Francisco, respectively, the Yankees clashed with either the Giants or Dodgers a combined 13 times in the World Series. The acclaimed Yankees won 10 of those matchups with the Giants winning twice and Dodgers just once. As interconnected as the boroughs had become through a cutting-edge transportation hub, America also thrived in the Post–World War I climate and post–Spanish Flu Pandemic world. The Progressive Era was in full force with the adoption of the 19th amendment that granted women’s suffrage, thereby providing them with political and economic equality.




  America turned the page from a somber four-year period of conflict during which the lives of nearly 22 million armed forces members and civilians were claimed by World War 1 before an international agreement, the Treaty of Versailles, was signed to bring an official end to the war on June 28, 1919. Hall of Famers on the diamond were also heroes overseas during the conflict with Ty Cobb, Larry MacPhail, Burleigh Grimes, Branch Rickey, Casey Stengel, as well as MLB’s second Commissioner, Albert “Happy” Chandler, among those who fulfilled their civic duty to fight for the Allied Nations.




  The Roaring Twenties produced a cultural renaissance otherwise known as the Jazz Age, with New Orleans, Chicago, and New York emerging as hotbed cities that flourished by showcasing the eloquent musical and dance art form. This marvelous music genre was essentially characterized as the confluence of Creole music, ragtime, and blues. Prohibition laws went into effect in the early 1920s and jazz was the music of choice at speakeasies that cropped up all over the country—largely run by organized crime syndicates. Major technological advancements during this era included the development of the automobile and home appliances, along with the invention of motion pictures and the transistor radio. This created a mass media, customer-driven environment, as fans had new ways of consuming sports, music, and video productions. Baseball and the transistor radio were a match made in heaven. America’s greatest pastime was finally syndicated on broadcast media to reach millions of fans that need not enter the ballpark’s turnstiles to enjoy the game they loved. On August 5, 1921, the first ever Major League Baseball broadcast, an 8-5 Pirates win over the Phillies at Forbes Field, was voiced by a 25-year-old engineer from Westinghouse Electric in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, by the name of Harold Arlin.




  In the more than a century to follow, countless legends behind the microphone left an indelible mark in the radio broadcasting realm including: Vin Scully (Dodgers), Mel Allen (Yankees), Ralph Kiner (Mets, Pirates), Harry Caray (Athletics, Browns, Cardinals, Cubs, White Sox), Red Barber (Reds, Dodgers, Yankees), Bob Uecker (Brewers), Bob Murphy (Mets), and John Sterling (Yankees), to name a select few of the countless memorable and impactful storytellers of the game. AM Broadcasting was in its infancy in the early part of the decade and evolved into a commercial giant with media companies such as NBC and CBS monetizing the medium’s reach through selling commercial airtime. All the sights and sounds of America’s pastime were expressed eloquently through radio broadcasts. Every minute detail from batting stances and pitching motions to the uniform lettering and outfield grass patterns were depicted vividly by broadcasters for the enjoyment of fans. This created a culture and ritual for fans both young and old to stay connected with their favorite team while following the game from afar.




  The 1921 World Series was the first such to be broadcast over the radio waves with celebrated sportswriter Grantland Rice calling the games through KDKA in Pittsburgh.
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    Yankees shortstop Roger Peckinpaugh and Giants shortstop Dave Bancroft meet with umpires at the Polo Grounds during the 1921 World Series.




  COURTESY OF WIKIMEDIA COMMONS




  Not only did it feature the New York Yankees and New York Giants squaring off in an intracity matchup, but arguably baseball’s most recog man “Babe” Ruth. Acquired from Boston, where he led the Red Sox to three World Series titles by way of his home-run prowess along with a record streak of 29⅔ scoreless innings from the mound in those title contests, Ruth became the apple of New York Yankee fans’ eye. On January 5, 1920, the Yankees sent $125,000—the equivalent value of $1.93 million in today’s market—to Boston to bring in the AL home-run leader and pitching savant.






  “The Babe” was taking the sport by storm as he led the league in home runs for the fourth consecutive season (co-leader in 1918), breaking his own record with 59 longballs during the 1921 campaign.






  At that point, the Yankees served as mere tenants at the Giants’ Polo Grounds IV (the Polo Grounds III was renovated after a fire in 1911) from 1913 to 1922. By 1923, the Yankees opened their own ballpark jus a short walk across the Macombs Dam Bridge over the Harlem River.
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    Babe Ruth on the top step of the Yankee dugout during the 1921 MLB season




  COURTESY OF WIKIMEDIA COMMONS, BAIN NEWS SERVICE




  Ruth’s club was heavily favored entering the last year of the World Series’ best-five-of-nine format, and it marked the first time the entire series was played in one ballpark with both teams alternating home and away designations. Thousands of people lined Times Square to watch the baseball scoreboards and an average of over 33,000 fans per game teemed into the Polo Grounds IV.




  After the Yankees snatched a 2–0 series edge with a pair of 3–0 shutout wins, Ruth scraped his arm and banged up his knee sliding on the basepaths in the eighth inning of Game 3. The Babe was initially ruled out for the rest of the series with an infection in his arm. The Giants won Games 3 and 4 to even the series score with an injured Ruth surprisingly returning to action in Game 4 to produce two hits in four at-bats. The Yankees prevailed in Game 5 with Ruth reaggravating elbow and knee ailments, missing both Games 6 and 7. The Babe eventually pinch-hit in the bottom of the ninth inning of Game 8 with his team down 1–0 and facing elimination. A compromised Ruth grounded out and the Yankees went quietly in the final frame as the Giants captured their first championship in 16 years. As fate would have it, both sides would meet in the Fall Classic in the next two seasons to follow, and it became the first time in baseball history that the same two teams played each other in three consecutive World Series—a record that still stands to the present day.




  The 1922 World Series meeting between the Giants and Yankees denoted the permanent shift in the series’ format to a best-of-seven. Ruth was held at bay for the series batting just .118 and produced a lone RBI with the Giants prevailing with four wins and one tie with all five games played again at the Polo Grounds. The tie was the third such occurrence and final one in World Series history, but it didn’t come without its share of controversy. Game 2 was knotted 3–3 in the 10th inning when it was called on “account of darkness” due to a fog over the field that created limited visibility. This ruling was met with strong cynicism from fans with conspiracy theories spreading that the Commissioner’s Office was involved with the decision to extend the series to produce more ticket revenue. To combat that narrative, MLB commissioner Kenesaw Mountain Landis, who was appointed by President Theodore Roosevelt and served as a US federal judge from 1905 to 1922, elected to donate the gate receipts from Game 2 (over $120,000) to World War I charities. The World Series rules were later revised to account for a suspended game to be resumed at a future date. The Giants won the next three games, and McGraw won his last of three championships with the club.
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    New York Giants manager John McGraw at the Polo Grounds




  COURTESY OF THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS




  The 1923 MLB regular season left little doubt that a World Series rematch was imminent. The Yankees and Giants amassed 98 and 95 wins, respectively, leaving the rest of the league in the dust. Cincinnati was the only other ballclub to reach 90-plus wins with 91.




  The Bronx Bombers opened their new stadium on April 18, 1923—the storied ballpark they would call home for the next 85 years. In miraculous fashion, Yankee Stadium was built in under one year, thereby establishing the magnificent origins of the Pinstripes’ mystique.




  Apropos, Ruth hit a home run in the Yankees’ home opener, a 4–1 conquest of Boston. Many stadiums of that era housed approximately 30,000 fans, but this monstrous undertaking pushed the capacity to nearly double that figure at 57,545 fans, and at a whopping cost to build of $2.5 million.
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    Yankee Stadium with parked automobiles in the foreground




  COURTESY OF WIKIMEDIA COMMONS




  From unwanted tenants at the Polo Grounds IV to the Bronx Bombers within short order, the most decorated franchise the sport would ever see started its journey to unprecedented success starting in the 1923 season. The Yankees had future Hall of Famer Lou Gehrig in his first year with the club play a mere 13 regular-season games, while the Giants had rookies Bill Terry and Hack Wilson play merely three games apiece. The Yankees intended to call up Gehrig during the postseason run, but they needed permission from not only the Commissioner’s Office, held by Landis at the time, but also the Giants’ manager, McGraw, to approve for him to be eligible to play. As if the bad blood and animosity between the Giants skipper and Yankees wasn’t intense enough, McGraw denied this request.




  Sans Gehrig, Yankees skipper Miller Huggins captured his third straight AL pennant with the club, and first World Series title. Ruth hit three homers in the series, including in Game 6 where the Yankees turned a 4–1 eighth inning deficit into a series-clinching victory. That championship marked a turning point in baseball history as the eventual 27-time world champion franchise hoisted its first-ever trophy.
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    St. Louis Cardinals second baseman and future Yankees manager Miller Huggins, circa 1910




  COURTESY OF THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS




  The Yankee teams of the 1920s, widely regarded as some of the premier teams in franchise history, went to six World Series in the decade and won three titles. The outcome of the 1923 contest precipitated a changing of the guard in Gotham City. From that point on, the Yankees attained 16 more world championships, the Giants two, and the Dodgers just one before both NL clubs left for California at the conclusion of the 1957 season. This was a steep departure from the 1904 World Series that was cancelled due to Brush’s Giants refusing to play an inferior AL opponent. The Pinstripes, who just years earlier were unwelcome lessees at the Polo Grounds IV, rolled the dice on erecting their own building in the shadow of the Giants’ hallowed ballpark. This Bronx stadium venture paid dividends in more ways than one. The Bronx Bombers were no longer beholden to their landlords, but were, in fact, the lords of the diamond.




  As for the Giants, they appeared in their fourth consecutive Fall Classic in 1924, falling to Hall of Fame pitcher Walter Johnson and the Washington Senators in a dramatic Game 7 loss in extra innings.




  There was a 13-year gap before New York ballclubs would next collide for ultimate bragging rights, culminating in a Yankees-Giants clash in 1936. Leading up to that 1936 battle, the Giants tallied 10 NL pennants and four titles, while the Yankees amassed seven AL pennants and four championship trophies to their credit.




  The 1927 Yankees, presenting a lineup headlined by Ruth and Gehrig, coined the nickname “Murderers’ Row,” a tag that followed them throughout the late 1920s.




  On June 1, 1925, Gehrig pinch-hit for first baseman Wally Pipp and wound up playing 2,130 consecutive games—a streak that came to an end on May 2, 1939. That incredible stretch of longevity earned him the nickname “The Iron Horse.” Gehrig’s record remained intact for 56 years until it was broken by Cal Ripken Jr.




  In 1934, Giants player-manager Bill Terry made newspaper headlines by quipping to reporters before the season: “What has become of the Dodgers?” he asked. “Are they still in the league?” That smug and condescending comment added fuel to the intracity fire. The Giants built a massive first half lead over the St. Louis Cardinals in the regular season only to see the lead vanish with two games left. As fate would have it, their opponent, the Dodgers, invaded the Polo Grounds with rabid Giants fans bemoaning the fact that the road team took both games. The Giants’ second half collapse awarded the Cardinals the NL pennant with St. Louis winning the championship over Detroit in seven games. Terry ate his words, and the Dodgers got their sweet revenge.
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    Babe Ruth, Lou Gehrig, and the 1927 Yankees at the US Military Academy in West Point, New York




  COURTESY OF THE UNITED STATES MILITARY ACADEMY




  By 1936, the country started to emerge from the depths of the Great Depression, undergoing a transformative phase that was spurred on by the New Deal. This brought with it significant federal investment in urban development and infrastructure with its major by-products giving rise to cultural movements like the Harlem Renaissance and the modernization of major metropolises including New York City. The Triborough Bridge (now known as the Robert F. Kennedy Bridge) opened on July 11, 1936—connecting Manhattan, Queens, and the Bronx. The Henry Hudson Bridge—connecting Spuyten Duyvil in the Bronx with Inwood in Manhattan—opened on December 12, 1936. Less than a year later on July 3, 1937, the Marine Parkway Bridge opened (currently referred to as the Marine Parkway–Gil Hodges Memorial Bridge), connecting the Rockaway Peninsula in Queens with Flatbush Avenue to Floyd Bennett Field, Belt Parkway, and the Marine Park neighborhood in Brooklyn. Manhattan and the surrounding boroughs saw their skylines expand far and wide with many skyscrapers challenging but barely falling short of the towering footprint of both the Chrysler Building (1930) and Empire State Building (1931) constructed before it.




  A burgeoning and bustling Wall Street started to thrive at the tail end of a depressed economic climate. In stark contrast to the Gilded Age—where laborers were exploited by magnates of American industries—Franklin D. Roosevelt, along with New York state senator Robert F. Wagner, spearheaded the implementation of several progressive labor laws and public works projects to combat that problematic economic trend. Legislation was passed in direct response to the nearly 2,100 labor strikes that impacted mass-production industries such as construction, textiles, communications, and transportation throughout the country in 1936. Economists and historians often refer to the three tenets of the New Deal by the three Rs: relief for the unemployed, recovery of the economy, and reform of the financial system.




  With the country’s economy resurging coupled with New York City’s cultural revival serving as the backdrop to the 1936 Fall Classic, the Giants and Yankees encounter reignited a fan fervor that reached a fever pitch. The Yankees were looking to win the franchise’s first title without the legendary Ruth, who retired after playing the last year of his remarkable career with the Boston Braves in 1935.




  With one baseball icon out the door, a 21-year-old California native born to Sicilian immigrants changed the Yankees’ fortunes indefinitely.




  That youngster, Joe DiMaggio, went from high school dropout to Pacific Coast League (PCL) star to batting just ahead of Gehrig in his Yankees’ debut on May 3, 1936. In fact, DiMaggio set a franchise rookie record by hitting 29 homers, a mark that remained intact for 81 years until it was shattered by Aaron Judge with 52 longballs in 2017. The Pinstripes skipper, Joe McCarthy, who captured the 1932 world championship, was in his sixth year managing the team. McCarthy oversaw arguably the most dominant stretch of Yankees’ baseball as the team won four consecutive titles from 1936 to 1939, eight pennants and seven titles overall during his 16-year tenure. McCarthy’s first two managerial stops saw him guide Louisville to two AA pennants (1921 and 1925) and the Chicago Cubs to an NL pennant (1929), before joining the Bronx Bombers in 1931.
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    Joe DiMaggio with the San Francisco Seals, circa 1933




  COURTESY OF WIKIMEDIA COMMONS




  On the NL side of the Subway Series, Bill Terry, the Giants player-manager, was in his fifth year in the dual role and six years removed from being crowned the NL batting champion. Terry, alongside future Hall of Famers baseman Travis Jackson, and left-handed pitcher Carl Hubbell, were more than formidable foes for a Pinstripes squad that featured seven eventual inductees into Cooperstown. In fact, Hubbell pitched a nine-inning gem allowing one run on seven hits in Game 1, even driving in two runs in the eighth for a convincing 6–1 win. The Yankees responded with three straight wins including an 18–4 romping at the Polo Grounds in Game 2. Down 3–1 in the series, the Giants eked out a 5–4 win in extra innings to send the teams back to the Polo Grounds for Game 6. Entering the top of the ninth, the Yankees held a 6–5 advantage in Game 6 before their offense exploded for seven runs to set a World Series record for runs scored in a ninth inning that has still not been surpassed. DiMaggio capped the scoring with an RBI single and, in doing so, earned his first world title of the nine eventual rings he collected. With the triumph in the Fall Classic, the Yankees tied the Philadelphia Athletics and Boston Red Sox with five championships.




  With Subway World Series matchups tied at two apiece, the Giants and Yankees met again in 1937 in an escalating rivalry that saw the pendulum swing in favor of the Pinstripes for the foreseeable future. The crew from the Bronx breezed through the AL with a 13-game cushion over Detroit, while the Giants edged out the Cubs in the NL by three games. The 1937 World Series was a one-sided affair as the Yankees jumped out to a 3–0 series lead by way of a pair of 8–1 wins thanks to starters Lefty Gomez and Red Ruffing, respectively, along with an equally impressive 5–1 victory with starter Monte Pearson on the mound in Game 3. In Hubbell’s second start of the series, the Giants used a six-run second inning to grab a 7–3 decision in their favor in Game 4. In Game 5, the Yankees slammed the door the next night by virtue of a 4–2 decision at the Polo Grounds. Collectively, the Yankees outscored the Giants 28–12 in the championship series while not committing a single error compared to Terry and crew’s nine miscues in the field. Lefty Gomez finished off the title round triumph with a shutdown performance in Game 5. From that point on, there was a 14-year gap between Giants and Yankees scuffles in October. Beginning in 1939, there was a changing of the guard with the Dodgers usurping control of the NL from the Giants. In the modern World Series era that started in 1903, the Dodgers appeared in and lost in both the 1916 and 1920 Fall Classics, under the then-team nickname, Robins.




  Brooklyn endured a 21-year dry spell following the 1920 season that was rife with disappointment. The Dodgers endured 12 losing seasons and finished at least 16 games behind the first-place finisher a whop-ping 16 times during that span. Deservedly so, those teams developed a reputation as laughable losers. In fact, notorious newspaper cartoonist Willard Mullin created the character “the Brooklyn Bum” to help coin the term “Dem Bums” beginning in 1937. That label stuck until the team’s departure for Los Angeles in late 1957. The nickname was openly used by Dodgers brethren but considered blasphemous when uttered by opposing fans or players.




  The hiring of manager Leo Durocher in 1939 helped to stem the tide of misfortune.
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    Leo Durocher in the Dodgers’ clubhouse before a game in 1946




  COURTESY OF CONRAD POIRIER




  During his playing days, Durocher manned the shortstop position for three seasons with the Yankees, helping them repeat as champions in 1928. Miller Huggins lauded Durocher’s baseball acumen, but his fiery personality and outspoken nature often rubbed Yankee front office members and ownership the wrong way. Following his time in the Bronx, Durocher played four seasons in Cincinnati and five in St. Louis—winning the 1934 title, before joining the Dodgers in 1938. Durocher, who was 33, played his final season as a full-time player and transitioned to player-manager beginning in 1939. Another contributing factor to the Dodgers’ sudden turnaround was the appointment of former Reds general manager, Larry MacPhail, to that same position in Brooklyn in 1938.
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    MLB executive and US Army veteran Larry MacPhail in 1945




  COURTESY OF WIKIMEDIA COMMONS




  MacPhail is credited as a true baseball visionary. He had his hand in MLB’s first televised game, the league’s first night game, and instituting air travel for teams. Eventual Hall of Fame broadcaster Red Barber got his start with MacPhail in Cincinnati and followed him to Brooklyn. MacPhail and Durocher were inducted into Cooperstown in 1978 and 1994, respectively. In 1939, Durocher’s first season managing the club, Brooklyn clinched its first winning season in seven years to help wash away the stench of losing that permeated Dodger blue.




  On July 4, 1939, Lou Gehrig officially announced his retirement in front of a packed house of adoring fans at Yankee Stadium where he gave a tearful farewell to the game he loved. Gehrig was one of the most beloved Yankees of all time. It was at that infamous Independence Day retirement ceremony where he delivered the profound line: “Yet today, I consider myself the luckiest man on the face of the earth.” Gehrig was diagnosed with amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS), a nervous system disorder that disrupts nerve cells in the brain and spinal cord, ultimately leading to loss of muscle control. The illness was later referred to as “Lou Gehrig’s Disease.” Though they were without Gehrig from May 1 on, the 1939 Yankees squad was quite possibly the most dominant team of not just that era but any era. The Pinstripes led the league in runs scored and fewest runs allowed. The Yankees achieved a .700-win percentage on the way to a 106-45 regular-season record and a sweep of the Cincinnati Reds in the World Series.
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    Entrance to the Perisphere at the 1939-40 New York World’s Fair




  COURTESY OF WIKIMEDIA COMMONS, SAMUEL H. GOTTSCHO




  A significant development not only in baseball history, but in human history came with the opening of the New York World’s Fair at Flushing Meadows–Corona Park on April 30, 1939.




  The international showcase served to spur on innovation and tout the latest technological advances to bring humankind into a brighter and more hopeful future. Throughout the 1938 MLB season, the Yankees, Dodgers, and Giants fashioned jersey patches to promote the upcoming fair. Event organizers, in conjunction with MacPhail, determined that with television still in its infancy, televised baseball would introduce the world to an entirely novel and eye-popping means of consuming the game they loved. On August 26, 1939, Ebbets Field was the site of the first-ever televised MLB game in a doubleheader between the Dodgers and Reds that was emceed by the legendary announcer Barber on W2XBS, which eventually became WNBC-TV. The broadcast featured only two fixed camera angles: high above home plate and the other down the third base line. The teams split the doubleheader. At that point in time, there were a mere 400 television sets throughout New York and limited, infrequent programming. The broadcast gave a glimpse into the future of sports viewing. Like the advent of the transistor radio, televised baseball brought with it limitless marketing, advertising, and sponsorship opportunities while simultaneously creating untapped revenue streams for the sport to capitalize on. Even though the MLB’s first ever television broadcast was an unpolished product with limited viewing angles, the transmission served as a driving force to roll out regular television programming throughout the country in the subsequent years.




  Less than one week later, on September 1, 1939, a six-year global conflict ensued when Germany, under the orders of unhinged dictator Adolf Hitler, invaded Poland. This hostile act instigated combat that resulted in an estimated 70 million to 85 million deaths by the end of World War II (WWII). After Japan’s attack on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941, the United States joined the United Kingdom and the Soviet Union as the three key Allied nations fighting against Germany, Italy, and Japan that comprised the major Axis forces during WWII. The war had a profound impact on restructuring international order, while causing irreparable economic and political damage, along with social upheaval and devastation on a worldwide scale. With unspeakable evil unfolding on European soil, patriotism in America was running high. Several notable MLB players served their country overseas. Over 500 players held rank as service members during WWII with future Hall of Famers Bob Feller, Yogi Berra, Hank Greenberg, and Warren Spahn among those that saw combat in the armed forces. Other notable players including Pee Wee Reese, Joe DiMaggio, and Stan Musial did not see action on the battlefield, but they still served their country by playing on official military baseball teams to create a diversion for troops overseas. Baseball invoked feelings of civic pride in the public, and baseball became an American institution during wartime.




  Back on US soil, six Yankees started during the 1939 All-Star Game held at Yankee Stadium including Red Ruffing, Bill Dickey, DiMaggio, Joe Gordon, George Selkirk, and Red Rolfe, while four more were named in reserve: pitchers Lefty Gomez and Johnny Murphy, and infielders Frankie Crosetti and Gehrig (an honorary selection, since he had played his final game in May).




  The Dodgers rounded out the 1939 regular season behind both of Durocher’s former clubs in the Reds and Cardinals in the NL. Brooklyn took another step forward during the 1940 regular season as Durocher’s crew leapfrogged St. Louis yet trailed the 100-win Reds by 12 games. Cincinnati went on to a seven-game World Series conquest of Detroit. Future Hall of Famer Pee Wee Reese played an encouraging rookie season in 1940 before he broke his heel bone and his season ended after 84 games played. Reese had been acquired from Boston on July 18, 1939, for $35,000 and four players to be named later. He would play an integral role in the Dodgers’ march to an NL pennant in 1941. Reese, alongside Cooperstown-bound Joe Medwick, Billy Herman, two-time All-Star Dolph Camilli (1941 NL MVP), and four-time All-Star Cookie Lavagetto, forged a prolific offense that led the NL in runs scored in 1941. Starting pitchers Kirby Higbe and Whit Wyatt won 22 games apiece with the Dodgers cruising to their first 100-win season since 1899, when they notched 101. On July 1, 1941, Ebbets Field was once again the site of a historic television broadcast on WNBT, the first program aired by a commercial TV station in the country. The Dodgers fell to the Phillies 6–4 in 10 innings.




  Meanwhile in the Bronx, DiMaggio was amid a seemingly unbreakable 56-game hitting streak that spanned May 15, 1941, to July 16, 1941, shattering the previous single-season record of 45 straight games. From that point on in baseball history, only Pete Rose’s 44 straight games with at least one hit in 1978 even touched the same stratosphere as DiMaggio’s rare feat. The Dodgers’ resurgence by reaching the century mark in wins was only surpassed by the Yankees’ 101 wins and domination over the AL en route to the pennant.




  The Pinstripes’ stranglehold on the league was evidenced by the four World Series titles in the five years leading up to the 1941 title bout against the Dodgers. This series would be the first to unofficially be nicknamed a “Subway Series,” with the two clubs meeting seven total times on the same stage between 1941 and 1956.




  The seeds of a furious conflict took shape in the series that lasted five games, with three of those contests decided by just one run each. Brooklyn scored a mere 11 runs in the hotly contested series with Cooperstown-bound hurler Ruffing operating as the Yankees’ poster child during his 15-year run in two separate stints in the Bronx. Brooklyn was on the verge of evening the series in Game 4 as Tommy Henrich swung and missed at strike three that would have ended the game. Dodgers catcher Mickey Owen couldn’t corral the pitch, and the Yankees right fielder reached first base safely on the error with two outs. From there, the Yankees rallied for four runs in a ninth inning hit parade that stunned the Ebbets Field crowd and dealt a dashing blow to the Dodgers’ title hopes. The Yankees closed out the series in Game 5. Brooklyn’s team would be remembered by baseball historian and statistician Bill James in his work The Bill James Historical Baseball Abstract as one of “The Greatest Teams That Never Was.” This was due in large part to its formidable lineup with Camilli taking home NL MVP honors, but the team failed to hoist the ultimate hardware.




  Brooklyn won an inspiring 104 regular-season games in 1942, only to be bested by the Cardinals’ momentous sprint to 106 wins and a five-game World Series victory over the Bronx Bombers. The Yankees prevailed in the second meeting of back-to-back October matchups against the Cardinals, with McCarthy’s historic run culminating in his final ring with the Pinstripes in the 1943 World Series. A significant development that influenced Brooklyn’s future franchise trajectory was general manager Branch Rickey joining the Dodgers to start the 1943 season after 29 seasons in a GM role and ten years of managerial experience between the Browns and Cardinals.
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    Professional baseball player, manager, and executive Branch Rickey
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  Rickey’s close friend and predecessor, MacPhail, enlisted in the Army following the Dodgers’ 1942 campaign to serve in World War II. In MacPhail’s absence, a shrewd Manhattan-based lawyer and investor, Walter O’Malley, was appointed team attorney for the Dodgers. O’Malley was a trusted confidant of George McLaughlin as he was close with O’Malley’s father. McLaughlin served as the superintendent of the New York State Bank Department in 1920, New York City police commissioner from 1926 to 1928, and president of the Brooklyn Trust Company beginning in 1933. McLaughlin hired O’Malley to protect the financial stake of the Brooklyn Trust Company in the Dodgers, which owned the estate of Charles Ebbets and half of the team.




  By November 1, 1944, O’Malley, Rickey, and pharmaceutical executive for Pfizer John L. Smith, had each purchased a 25 percent minority stake in the club. O’Malley would be a character that would live in infamy in Brooklyn Dodgers’ lore.




  Rickey and MacPhail are both credited as baseball pioneers with the former establishing the club’s spring training facility. Rickey encouraged the use of batting cages, pitching machines, batting helmets, and various baseball training tools, as well as hiring a full-time statistician to analyze and quantify baseball metrics. Without question, Rickey’s most substantial contribution to baseball and human history was his quest to integrate the sport, which had been segregated for more than 60 years at that point in time. Rickey, along with the Pittsburgh Crawfords owner in the Negro Leagues, Gus Greenlee, formed the United States League (USL) to scout and recruit Black players. This was the first major step in breaking down the color barrier. The Dodgers’ board of directors backed this initiative, and Rickey’s role with the organization only expanded as he became an equal partner with the club’s other three owners by 1945.




  The man that ultimately broke baseball’s color barrier, Jackie Robinson, served in the US Army for three years (1942–1944) as the second lieutenant in the 761st Tank Battalion. Robinson’s battalion saw action in World War II, but before his unit was deployed he was court-martialed for standing up for segregation on an Army bus. Robinson was honorably discharged from military service in November of 1944.




  Robinson played 47 games during the 1945 season with the Negro League’s Kansas City Monarchs. A landmark baseball moment came on August 28, 1945, when Robinson was signed by the Dodgers to a minor-league contract. He was named an All-Star before joining Brooklyn’s International League affiliate, the Montreal Royals, for the 1946 campaign.
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    Jackie Robinson with the Kansas City Monarchs in 1945




  COURTESY OF THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS, KANSAS CITY CALL NEWSPAPER




  Rickey knew full well the pre-judices and racism that Robinson would ultimately face not just from opposing MLB fans and players, but feasibly inside his own clubhouse from teammates and coaches.






  Famed New York radio host, television personality, and author Ed Randall encapsulated the indelible mark Robinson left not only on the game, but on society overall by serving as a springboard to break down racial barriers:






   This wasn’t just baseball history; this was American history. His integration predated the integration of the United States Armed Services, the integration of Brown versus Board of Education in our school system in the early 1950s. This was beyond momentous. To go back to Brooklyn for a moment, you couldn’t have picked a better place because it was the melting pot. Everybody came to see Jackie and he was so great for baseball because when they went on the road, African Americans went to the ballpark in Cincinnati and St. Louis, and Philadelphia and Pittsburgh to watch this guy because they couldn’t believe finally that they had one of their own out on the field.
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