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      “Once again Robert Bauval proves his credentials as a first-class researcher and dogged investigator. The revelations in this new, revised edition of Secret Chamber expose the quite astonishing goings-on at Giza since former Minister of Antiquities Zahi Hawass began his rise to power within the Egyptian Antiquities Service. This book is an incredible read, uncovering clandestine operations at the Sphinx and inside the Great Pyramid—a story of potential corruption and ongoing international scandal on a massive scale. You couldn’t make it up it is so bizarre, yet the evidence is laid out in every detail for all to see!”

      DAVID ROHL, ENGLISH EGYPTOLOGIST, FORMER DIRECTOR OF THE 
INSTITUTE FOR THE STUDY OF INTERDISCIPLINARY SCIENCES, AND AUTHOR OF PHARAOHS 
AND KINGS AND THE LOST TESTAMENT—FROM EDEN TO EXILE

      “Secret Chamber Revisited is a true inspiration offering real clues in the search for Giza’s lost Hall of Records.”

      ANDREW COLLINS, AUTHOR OF GÖBEKLI TEPE: GENESIS OF THE GODS, 
FROM THE ASHES OF ANGELS, AND GODS OF EDEN

      “Search for a hidden secret chamber in the Great Pyramid started in the 19th century, but nothing was found. However, hope was revived when on March 22, 1993, a German team sent a robot into a shaft of the Queen’s Chamber, which revealed a mysterious ‘door’ embossed with two copper handles. Robert Bauval, in his fascinating book, is reviving interest in the secret chamber, which could contain the Holy Grail of Egyptian civilization.”

      AHMED OSMAN, SCHOLAR, HISTORIAN, AND AUTHOR OF THE LOST CITY 
OF EXODUS AND MOSES AND AKHENATEN AND COAUTHOR OF BREAKING THE 
MIRROR OF HEAVEN

      “Today’s ‘paradigm shift’ began more than twenty years ago. A small group of scholars and researchers pointed out compelling evidence of a lost civilization great in antiquity. Robert Bauval was one of those researchers, and in Secret Chamber Revisited he tells a fascinating behind-the-scenes story of politics and intrigue in the quest to discover Atlantis’s Great Hall of Records that legend claims to be located beneath the paws of the Sphinx. With nothing held back, Bauval captures history in the making and shines light on the struggle between traditional Egyptology and the ‘new Egyptologists.’ Robert Bauval deserves a literary standing ovation!”

      EDWARD F. MALKOWSKI, AUTHOR OF RETURN OF THE GOLDEN AGE, 
ANCIENT EGYPT 39,000 BCE, BEFORE THE PHARAOHS, AND THE SPIRITUAL 
TECHNOLOGY OF ANCIENT EGYPT
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      INTRODUCTION

      
        
          to the New Edition
        
      

      
        I am the king of the Pyramids!
      

      ZAHI HAWASS IN THE

NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC CHANNEL’S ZAHI HAWASS: KING OF THE PYRAMIDS, AIRED IN 
2002

      
        It’s a form of madness he’s got! And he’s becoming more and more mad!
      

      OMAR SHARIF ON ZAHI HAWASS, IN

NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC CHANNEL’S
ZAHI HAWASS: KING OF THE PYRAMIDS, AIRED IN 2002

      
        
          A STAR IS BORN
        

        This book is a complete update and partial rewrite of Secret Chamber: The Quest for the Hall of Records, published in 1999 by Random House, Century. As the new title implies, it is a “revisit” of the history of the search in Egypt for a secret chamber hidden beneath the Great Sphinx or within the bowels of the Great Pyramid of Giza. Now, with fifteen years of hindsight, deeper research, and amazing developments, it reviews this story of stories that spans five millennia and three continents. Part one investigates the historical and archaeological evidence and examines the legends and traditions of a hidden secret chamber at Giza reputed to contain the “books” of the lost knowledge of pyramid builders or, as many believe, the “records” of a lost civilization. We will delve into ancient and not-so-ancient texts and examine the two great monuments as never before: that giant recumbent lion and colossal pyramid that fascinated, enchanted, and drove many to devote their lives to solve their mystery or seek the hidden chambers they may conceal. Part two investigates the many on-location searches at Giza, starting in the seventh century after the Arab conquerors and up to the present, and especially during the twenty-year reign of Zahi Hawass, the all-powerful keeper of the Giza Plateau. This time no stone is left unturned and no punches are spared.

        When I wrote the first version of Secret Chamber back in 1998 and 1999, that was twelve years before the Tahrir Square Revolution of January 25, 2011, and things in Egypt were very different at that time. President Hosni Mubarak was at the height of his power, and all his cronies were still in authority, running the country as if it was their own property. This was especially the case with Zahi Hawass, who was then the director of the Giza pyramids for the Supreme Council of Antiquities (SCA),*1 and he controlled with an iron fist (manipulated is a better word) this superimportant archaeological and touristic site. Nothing could be done on the Giza Plateau without his permission, written or verbal. And although Hawass ruled supreme at Giza, his now well-known dictatorial aspect and despotism had not yet been revealed to the Western public. For back in those days Hawass was being branded as the Real Indiana Jones by two giants of American factual television, the FOX Broadcasting Company and the National Geographic Channel (NGC).†2 They dubbed him a sort of archaeologist superhero valiantly “saving” ancient Egypt from an evil invasion of “new agers” and “theorists” such as—according to Hawass—Graham Hancock, John Anthony West, and me. In a blatant promotional documentary by the NGC made in 2002 and titled Zahi Hawass: King of the Pyramids, the narrator, Quint Boa, opens with these somber words: “For thousands of years the sands of Egypt have drawn soldiers, scholars and adventurers from around the world. Today this land of hidden treasures has produced a charismatic son, a guardian of ancient secrets and a rarely gifted archaeologist. His name is Zahi Hawass and he holds a unique job. . . . In his hands lie all of Egypt’s monuments. This is his story.”*3

        Let us note in passing that in 2002 Hawass had just been appointed secretary-general of Egypt’s SCA, and FOX TV and the NGC had taken a deep interest in Hawass’s career and were determined to present him to the world as the pillar of modern scholarship, a man with a big heart and an unending love for archaeology and, above all, the protector and savior of Egypt’s antiquities. At any rate, in this pilot documentary a cavalcade of experts and celebrities (a Swiss diplomat and Omar Sharif included) were brought in, extolling Hawass’s virtues and his “enthusiasm, passion, and love” for archaeology. But then Boa lamented how the “alternative camp” and “new agers” (mainly Hancock, West, and me) were “waging a war” against Hawass and, by extension, on Egyptian antiquities, and he praised Hawass for bravely defending Egypt against such a pseudointellectual and pseudoscientific onslaught.

        Like his friend and fellow Egyptian Omar Sharif, Dr. Zahi is now world famous. . . . Today Zahi Hawass is a powerful man. He is in charge of Egypt’s Supreme Council of Antiquities, and he is ultimately responsible for all of Egypt’s priceless archaeological treasures . . . as the protector of these ancient treasures, he has many threats to contend with: rampant tourism, pollution, environmental hazards, and urban sprawl . . . he finds sanctuary inside the Great Pyramid itself. . . . But back in the 1980s and ’90s trouble was brewing, for the Giza Plateau and for Zahi Hawass. A raft of hugely popular books and articles speculated on long-disputed questions: Who built the pyramids? Why? When? An almighty battle quickly developed between the so-called New Agers and a furious Dr. Zahi Hawass. . . . In short, it was a mess, and it was damaging for orthodox Egyptology. But Dr. Zahi was not to be distracted. . . . In his search for the truth and his battle with the New Agers, he was supported by his friend and fellow archaeologist Dr. Mark Lehner. Dr. Zahi’s defense for orthodox archaeology has been fueled by his passion and his imagination.

        
          [image: image]
        

        
          Fig. I.1. Zahi Hawass and Omar Sharif, ca. 2010.
        

        Sharif, however, seems to have seen through this charade. Looking somewhat amused and bemused, the aging Hollywood heartthrob, immortalized in such epic movies as Lawrence of Arabia (1962) and Doctor Zhivago (1965), commented, “Zahi has become an actor, a major star. He’s an actor! It’s not fiction completely. It’s a little bit of fiction in the sense that it’s all true what he speaks about, but he’s learnt how to make the story better. . . . It’s a form of madness he’s got, and he’s becoming more and more mad! He’s the mad professor he’s getting to be.”

      

      
        CLOSING THE GREAT PYRAMID FOR “RENOVATION”

        In April 1998 (four years before becoming secretary-general of the SCA) Hawass decided to close the Great Pyramid to the general public for what was officially described as “renovation work.” By that time Hawass had already become a celebrity in the world media.*4

        It was about this time that FOX TV decided to move big time with Zahi Hawass. Back in 1996 Hawass had befriended Terry Garcia, then assistant secretary of commerce for oceans and atmosphere, U.S. Department of Commerce. Hawass was then director-general of antiquities for the Giza pyramids, Saqqara, and Bahariya.

        From Hawass’s official website in 2011: “Terry is one of the greatest friends that I have ever had in my life. When I think about my closest friends, Terry is at the top of the list! I met Terry Garcia, Executive Vice President of the National Geographic Society, more than fifteen years ago.”1
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          Fig. I.2. Terry Garcia and Zahi Hawass from the Zahi Hawass 
website.
        

        In 1999 Garcia joined the National Geographic Society (NGS) as executive vice president for mission programs and president of licensing for the NGS. He also became responsible for the society’s Explorersin-Residence and Emerging Explorers programs. Garcia’s specialty was “branding” of “products” linked to the society. In January 2001 the newly created NGC, which is owned primarily by Rupert Murdoch’s 21st Century Fox, was launched in the United States. In July 2001 Garcia appointed Hawass as explorer in residence in Egypt, a post that came with a yearly renewable “stipend” of eighty thousand to two hundred thousand dollars. A few months later President Mubarak appointed Hawass as secretary-general of the SCA. Hawass, at last, was in full control of all Egyptian antiquities. In short order, the newly created NGC prepared for a huge global event: a sort of archaeological Super Bowl live broadcast. With a fanfare worthy of a presidential campaign, on August 5, 2002, the NGC launched an ambitious promotional campaign for a live televised program of a type not seen since the 1986 The Mystery of Al Capone’s Vault! Earmarked for September 16, 2002 (oddly, the Jewish Yom Kippur that year), Secret Chamber Revealed was to star Zahi Hawass and feature the “LIVE Opening of the Door” in the Great Pyramid of Giza. In the years that followed, the NGC went on a spree of big-bucks live shows of sensational archaeological “discoveries,” which Hawass produced for them. Finally in 2005 Hawass signed a multi-milliondollar deal with the NGC and the Arts & Entertainment network for a world exhibition of the treasures of Tutankhamun, with a large chunk of the earnings apparently going into one of Suzanne Mubarak’s charities. It all came to an abrupt end, however, with the January 25, 2011, Tahrir Square Revolution. In July 2011 Hawass was sacked, and he faced several lawsuits, which included charges of corruption and illegal dealings with the NGS. But Hawass used the remaining of his nine lives, appealed, and was acquitted of all charges. His troubles, however, were far from over. On October 27, 2013, a newly created Internet news site called Vocativ, which boasted high-tech “Deep Net” search facilities, published a story under the headline:

        
          Tut Tut: Did Nat Geo Bribe Egypt’s Famed Indiana Jones?
        

        Exclusive: US prosecutors have opened a criminal investigation of the National Geographic Society

        On December 10, 2013, crazed and convinced that it was I who alerted the U.S. Justice Department to his deals with the NGS, Hawass blurted to the popular Arab newspaper Al Masry Al Youm that it was an “Egyptian-Belgian Jew called Robert Bauval who hired Germans to steal the Cartouche of Khufu in the Great Pyramid in order to prove that it was not the Egyptians but the Jews who built the pyramids.” It was, of course, a total fabrication by Hawass, and it badly backfired on him by causing the proverbial heap of skeletons in the closet to tumble out.*5

        Eleven days later, speaking at the Egyptian Journalist Syndicate on December 21, 2013, Hawass meekly retracted his slanderous accusations against me and stated, “I do not have any evidence that Bauval was involved in this crime” (Zahi Hawass, December 21, 2013 [recorded], and in an e-mail to Swiss journalist Luc Bürgin. See 
www.mysteries-magazin.com/index.php?op=news&func=news&id=5285.)

        The Great Pyramid is the only surviving wonder of the ancient world and is a major United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) World Heritage patrimony and thus is a legacy to all humankind. For nearly two decades, however, Hawass and his “mentors” have acted as if it was his own property. The alarm was sounded as early as 1993 by the ex-secretary-general of the SCA, Mohammad Ibrahim Bakr. His cries, however, fell on deaf ears.
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          Fig. I.3. Hawass: “Germans working for an Egyptian Jew living in Belgium, stole the Cartouche of Khufu in April [2013].”
        

        
          Egyptologist Claims a “Mafia” Linked to Crimes at Pyramids
        

        Ibrahim Bakr, the expert removed from his post as chief of Egypt’s vast archaeological heritage three weeks ago, has accused an official “mafia” of controlling the Giza pyramids Plateau for the last 20 years. . . .2
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          Fig. I.4. Mohammad Ibrahim Bakr and Zahi Hawass battling in 
the Egyptian press.
        

        Egypt is now poised to enter a new era of freedom and democracy. It is imperative that the world be told this story so that it never gets repeated again, for the sake of the greatest legacy from the ancient world: the Pyramids and Sphinx of Giza. However, before I tell this tale of intrigue, corruption, and power, I would like to conclude this introduction with a few words of how the original Secret Chamber was written in 1998 and 1999 and also set the context in which this Revisited edition was made in 2014.

        During the course of 1999 I wrote Secret Chamber in a rented apartment in Alexandria, Egypt. For the end of the millennium Hawass had promised the world two major events: the “live opening of the door” and, simultaneously, the “live placing of a golden capstone” on the Great Pyramid.*6 Other than my publishers, Random House, no one knew that I was investigating behind the scenes the “pyramid mafia” Bakr had reported to the Times in 1993, let alone that I intended to expose it in Secret Chamber. Much has happened since then. In early 2013 my literary agent, Bill Hamilton, obtained the long-awaited release of rights for Secret Chamber from Random House. In December I signed a new publishing deal with Inner Traditions of Vermont. As the scandal of the Cartouche of Khufu rumbled in the media, whistleblowers and investigators in Egypt began feeding me valuable information on the goings-on at Giza. A huge web of intrigue and big money rivaling any Dan Brown plot began to unravel before my eyes. I reshuffled the pieces of a huge puzzle, and the result is Secret Chamber Revisited. It was a huge eye-opener for me to write this book. I hope it will be the same for you when reading it.

        Now on with the story . . .

      

    

  
    
      PROLOGUE

      SETTING THE RECORD STRAIGHT

      
        There shall appear and shine the sign of the Son of Man in the Heaven. . . .
      

      MATTHEW 24:30

      
        Only an initiate may understand. . . .
      

      EDGAR CAYCE ON THE GREAT PYRAMID OF GIZA, READING 5748-5

      
        
          SECRET CHAMBERS AND “HALL OF RECORDS”
        

        The hope of finding a secret chamber in the Giza Plateau, the home of the Great Pyramid and the Great Sphinx, has never been so high. As I write these words (late February 2014), Egyptians have gone to the ballot boxes and voted in favor of a new constitution. Soon presidential elections will take place, to be followed immediately by the formation of a parliament. A new Egypt is in the making, and hopefully along with it a new and more open-minded Ministry of Antiquities. For nearly three decades any real and significant progress in the quest for the secret chambers at Giza and the lost knowledge of the great pyramid builders of Egypt has been thwarted by the “king of the pyramids,” the larger-than-life and loudmouthed ex-minister of antiquities, Zahi Hawass. In July 2011, however, Hawass was dethroned by his own people, and the coast is now clear for the search to begin again.
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          [image: image]
        

        
          [image: image]
        

        
          Fig. P.1. Angry protesters outside of the Supreme Council of Antiquities offices in July 2011, demanding the resignation of Hawass while he is escorted out by security officers.
        

        Yet we need to backtrack into the origins and history of this quest in order to fully understand the true mystery and magnitude of what may indeed be brought to light at Giza. For the story that I am about to tell is as strange as it is controversial. It is the story of an age-old mystery that has haunted the imaginations of seekers from generation to generation and that, in recent years, has split the scholarly establishment and caused academic furor and debate around the world. To some it is the stuff of dreams, figments of a ripe imagination, a myth at best, a delusion at worse. To others it is a real possibility, a near-certain historical reality, a tangible fact that will soon be confirmed by the turn of a spade or the drilling of an auger. For it is a very real possibility, indeed, that deep inside the oldest, the largest, the tallest, the most sacred monument on this planet, lies a heavily guarded secret. Inside the Great Pyramid of Giza, wrapped in some unearthly darkness and standing in hallowed stillness, could be a secret chamber or chambers, waiting, at any minute now to be opened after at least four if not many more millennia.

        This chamber could be the supreme archaeological prize, the jackpot of Egyptology that may by far surpass the discovery of Tutankhamun’s intact tomb in 1922. But wait, there is more. The Giza Plateau, it very much seems, has finally decided to disclose all its secrets at once. For not far from the Great Pyramid, in a shallow enclave to the east broods the Great Sphinx. It, too, may mulishly be guarding the ultimate treasure trove under its belly: the legendary “Hall of Records” of a civilization long lost in the mists of time.
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          Fig. P.2. The Great Pyramid of Giza—the most sacred of monuments.
        

        The location and possible entrances to such secret chambers in the Great Pyramid and under the Great Sphinx have been known since early 1993. Yet, as amazingly frustrating as it sounds, all attempts to confirm the existence of these possible secret chambers have been forcefully prevented by Zahi Hawass. Or have they really? Could clandestine attempts have been made away from the public eye and, as strange as it may be, from the eyes of the Egyptian authorities themselves? Is that at all possible? Is there a conspiracy afloat here, one that may implicate not just Hawass but other individuals and institutions?

        When I first started to write this book back in 1998, my original premise was to write a historical account on the inside story of the expeditions and people involved in this drama. The last two decades have seen a huge confusion generated in the international media and on the Internet as to what has really been happening at Giza, but now I am prepared to divulge the result of my in-depth research and set the record straight. Yet be prepared that the truth, in some instances, will seem stranger than fiction. For the last thirty-five years I have been steeped in the mysteries of this place, and since 1992 I have been investigating in situ and behind-the-scenes activities and collected a mass of damning evidence that I will incorporate in the chapters of this book. Since both the judicial system and the profession of Egyptology as a whole chose to either remain silent or brush the truth under the carpet, I now feel it is my duty and responsibility, perhaps even my mission, to expose the full story to the public with objectivity, without bias, and, above all, with evidence to support my claims. But I must also confess that the more I pondered on how to structure this book, the more I became convinced that there was something else, something so subtle, so subliminal that it defies any form of rational explanation, yet is undeniably there. Something, of which I am convinced although I do not know yet how exactly to expose it, that is of immense relevance to us humans on this planet. Something to do with numbers, ratios, and with strange mathematical constants and astronomical coordinates. In short, something expressed not in ancient signs and symbols, that is, those hieroglyphs seen elsewhere in ancient Egyptian monuments, but rather in what can only be called, for lack of better words, a “universal language.” To understand this, to “see” it, to fathom its meaning, will require a type of intellectual archaeology, a sort of initiation if you will, that I also propose to process you through. A gigantic historical puzzle needs to be pieced together, and I have set myself the daunting task to do this.
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          Fig. P.3. The Great Sphinx of Giza.
        

      

      
        
          UNUSUAL SEEKERS
        

        The lure of a secret chamber or Hall of Records at Giza has fired the imagination of many and has drawn into this history-long quest a horde of unusual seekers: sedate scientists to armchair speculators, eminent academic institutions to dubious psychic societies, reputable archaeologists to innocuous amateurs and Walter Mitty–type characters, and staunch skeptics to new-age gurus, all forming a bedazzling assortment of characters who sometimes have rubbed shoulders at Giza seeking what they perceive as the truth. As one tries to make an intelligent assessment of all these seekers and the strange goings-on at Giza, as an innocent bystander you will have to sift through a bewildering compilation of conflicting stories, “official” announcements, and the inevitable rumor mill of the Internet. Then there is, too, the eerie silence of the Egyptian authorities and the Egyptology community. All this, when coupled with some rather erratic behavior from the main players, inevitably will cause many credulous souls, as well as the not so credulous, to hatch conspiracy theories involving foreign governments, the U.S. Central Intelligence Agency (CIA), powerful business moguls, and Egyptian government officials. And in some cases even me!1

        The result is that reality has been mixed with fiction, facts mixed with fantasy, and truth mixed with lies, blurring and distorting the veracity that has been (and still is) unfolding at Giza. But one thing is almost certain: on this dusty plateau of Giza is being played one of history’s most exciting and most meaningful games: the quest, no less, for the spiritual and cultural origins of civilization and, who knows, perhaps even its destiny.

      

      
        
          EVIDENCE
        

        One of the principal objectives of Secret Chamber, but by no means the sole one, was to put into a concise and clear format the history of the events behind this quest. To this end I have taken every step to ensure that only documented evidence and reliable information are used. There has been close to two decades of collecting and collating data, some of it of very confidential nature, as a direct result of my deep involvement in this historical conundrum. The extraordinary story that unfolds, however, is both an ancient one as well as, paradoxically, a modern one, seeing that it spans from the beginning of the Pharaonic civilization all the way to the present, with, as we shall see, a grand finale (or new beginning, as the case may be) awaiting us, perhaps soon, very soon.

        The telling of this story, as I already pointed out, is not by any means the sole objective of this book. There is another, far more profound goal within these pages. In the many years of being exposed to these amazing monuments (I lived for several years opposite the Great Pyramid) and the curious goings-on in the Giza Plateau, I have become convinced that there is something else at play here, something extremely powerful that lurks in the murky waters of prophecy and strange synchronicity. As much as I have disciplined myself to stay within the bounds of scientific investigation, I could not help sensing at times an invisible influence at work, a subtle and indefinable energy that gave this quest a momentum of its own. At the risk of sounding new-agey or too “metaphysical,” I will, nonetheless, confess that I tend to regard the Giza Plateau, for lack of better words, as a sort of “magical device,” a giant complex talisman that somehow affects those who are sensitively prone to its invisible, immeasurable, yet very perceptible “energy.” Make of this what you will.

        The quest for the Hall of Records and the “lost knowledge” of those unknown geniuses who designed the Giza complex is unlike any other. By its very nature it is a path charged with powerful archetypal and mythical forces, all working through strange omens and synchronicities. One constantly gets the feeling that some ancient blueprint has been reactivated and is rushing the main players headfirst toward an apotheosis at Giza. There often is a peculiar sense of urgency, as well as a sense of enchantment and magic that engulfs the players, as if at any moment something momentous will be revealed. In order to make proper sense of all this and, more importantly, in order to understand what could be hatching there, one must, as I have already pointed out, by necessity, undergo a type of intellectual initiation. Only then will the greater picture emerge. This book has also been designed to service this purpose. Part one will provide the reader with all the necessary background information. Legends, myths, and ancient texts will be explored; ancient traditions will be tracked across the ages. A picture will then begin to emerge of what the elusive Hall of Records might actually be and, more intriguingly, what it might contain. Part two will then take the reader, now fully equipped, to the Giza Plateau to follow, as it were, the recent expeditions, to understand the hidden motives and the secret agendas of the seekers, and to become aware of the great implications of the fabulous events that may perhaps soon be unleashed there.

      

      
        
          A PYRAMID FOR THE SECOND COMING?
        

        In 1998, in an unprecedented display of openness the Egyptian SCA, through its principal spokesman, Zahi Hawass, boldly announced that on the eve of the coming millennium, that is, on December 31, 1999, at the stroke of midnight, a military helicopter would carry a gold-plated pyramidal icon made of durable alloys and gently deposit it on the top of the Great Pyramid of Giza.2
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          Fig. P. 4. Artist impression of a golden capstone being 
lowered on the Great Pyramid. It never happened.
        

        At approximately the same time—within the Great Pyramid itself—a small mechanized robot equipped with a video camera linked to TV networks around the world was to have proceeded to open the small trapdoor, that is, the Gantenbrink door, at the end of the southern shaft of the Queen’s Chamber.*7 These two events, for those who can see deeper into their meaning, are laden with symbolism of the highest magnitude. Other than the oddity of a fundamentally Muslim country staging what invariably amounts to some sort of ancient pagan ritual with the pyramid capping, playing with such powerful symbolism could have opened a Pandora’s box that could have unbridled a wave of messianic fervor in the new-age movement worldwide. For many decades previous, various esoteric groups had installed themselves at Giza to cash in on the millennial celebrations planned for December 1999. All seemed to be sharing a common motive; namely, to bring about a reformation of the world order. And as strange as it may seem, some of these organizations, as we shall see later, perceived these events taking place at Giza as the prelude to the “Second Coming.” One of the most active of these groups, and certainly the most successful in infiltrating itself at Giza, was the Association for Research and Enlightenment (ARE). Based in Norfolk, Virginia, this society is also known to its many thousands of members worldwide as the executive branch of the Edgar Cayce Foundation (ECF), which is located in Virginia Beach, Virginia.
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          Fig. P.5. The American seer and mystic, Edgar Cayce, 
1877–1945.
        

        In my previous book Keeper of Genesis: A Quest for the Hidden Legacy of Mankind (Message of the Sphinx in the United States; coauthored with Graham Hancock), I showed how the ARE from as early as 1973 had put into practice a daring plan to find the fabled Hall of Records at Giza, earmarked to be a dramatic premillennium event that would someday bring about a new world order of messianic proportion. It was their founder, the so-called Sleeping Prophet, Edgar Cayce (1877–1945), who had predicted back in 1932 that this alleged Hall of Records would be rediscovered by the year 2000.

        The ARE, either directly or fronted by another group, had secured several official exploration licenses to probe the Giza plateau with radar and sonar equipment. The ARE’s presence at Giza, especially knowing their principal mission there, was very controversial and unorthodox to say the least. For other than their obvious motives to vindicate the prophecies of Edgar Cayce by finding the Hall of Records and by doing so proving the “Atlantean” origins of Egypt, their ultimate motive was far more religious in nature and could be seen by the predominantly Muslim population of modern Egypt, especially the ever-growing Muslim Brotherhood and Salafist movements, as blasphemous, to say the very least. As author and researcher John Anthony West,*8 a longtime friend of the ECF/ARE, points out:
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          Fig. P.6. John Anthony West (right) and Robert Bauval.
        

        Of those who predict an enlightened new age arising out of the demise of the old, the American psychic Edgar Cayce is the best known and the most specific. Cayce predicted that in 1998 or after a secret chamber between the paws of the Great Sphinx of Giza would be opened and would reveal the lost history of Atlantis. This event would be the harbinger for the Second Coming of Jesus, he said, and the signal that the new age would soon begin. Two independent scientific investigations have verified the possible existence of what appears to be a chamber between the paws of the Sphinx, but at present, Egyptian authorities have no plans to investigate further.3

        The two “independent” scientific investigations that West is alluding to took place in 1991 and 1996. In both instances, the ARE was involved, financially and practically. One of the ARE’s principal funders for these expeditions was Joseph Martin Schor, a Jewish businessman from New York. Schor*9 was a self-declared Zionist with interests in Israel, and also the vice president of Forest Laboratories, Inc., a multi-million-dollar pharmaceutical and drug manufacturer. Schor was also a registered life member and funding member of the ECF/ARE and a staunch believer in the Cayce prophecies.*10 The 1996 expedition, for example, was fully funded by Schor. And although the expedition was fronted by Florida State University, Schor maintained full financial and managerial control. As we shall see later, two other expeditions, also funded by Schor through his Schor Foundation, took place in 1997 and 1998.
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          Fig. P.7. Joseph Martin Schor
in the foreground. The man
behind him is Joseph Jahoda, his
longtime friend. Both were life
members of the ECF/ARE.
        

        Related to the search for the Hall of Records and the beliefs in the Second Coming of Jesus are also other prophecies by Edgar Cayce, the most relevant to the millennial events being, oddly enough, the placing of a gilded capstone on top of the Great Pyramid of Giza:

        The apex (capstone), the crown or apex, was of metal; that was to be indestructible, being of copper, brass and gold with other alloys . . . it became very fitting that there should be the crowning or placing of this “symbol of the records” . . . by one who represents both the old and the new. (Reading 378-14)

        Was all this Hollywood-style hype for the gilded capstone that was to be placed on top of the Great Pyramid an attempt to fulfill a prediction by religious fundamentalists and Cayce followers? Who could best fit this prophetic role of one who represents both the old and the new to do the honor of placing the symbol of the records? Hawass has a Ph.D. in Egyptology (allegedly helped by the ECF to get a Fulbright scholarship in 1978–1987). Hawass, who is in charge of the Giza Plateau and who is also a descendant of ancient Egypt, would seem to fit well into this role. As an undersecretary of state for the Giza monuments Hawass represented the new, but as the official keeper of the Giza monuments Hawass also represented the old. Could the millennial events planned for the Great Pyramid have been staged or, better still, manipulated in a way to bring about a prophecy? In other words, could Hawass’s seeming self-appointment to oversee the millennial ceremony and the placing of the gilded capstone have been “chosen” long before, perhaps as early as 1978, when, according to A. Robert Smith, the biographer of Edgar Cayce’s eldest son, Hugh Lynn Cayce (who masterminded the 1977 and 1998 Sphinx Project), “fixed” the Fulbright scholarship for Hawass to get a Ph.D. at an Ivy League university in the United States?

        
          Hawass’s Ph.D.: Who Is Telling the Truth?
        

        In 1988 a journalist and editor at the Edgar Cayce Foundation, A. Robert Smith, wrote a biography of Hugh Lynn Cayce (1907–1982), the son of the world-famous American “Sleeping Prophet,” Edgar Cayce (1877–1945). In this biography, which is titled Hugh Lynn Cayce: About My Father’s Business, Smith quotes Hugh Lynn Cayce (from tape recordings) as saying that he had “arranged” for the higher education of Zahi Hawass and also for that of Hawass’s colleague Mark Lehner. (Hawass and Lehner have been close friends since 1974 and collaborated on many projects and excavations at the Giza Plateau until 2011.) Regarding Mark Lehner in 1972, Hugh Lynn Cayce stated:

        He [Lehner] asked if I thought they’d take him at the [American] University in Cairo. He told me he had some good grades and some very bad grades, and he asked if I’d write him a letter of recommendation. I wrote to the Dean of Admissions who turned out to be somebody who had read the ARE books. He said he’d love to help Mark.4

         

        The “somebody” was in fact Frank Blanning, the dean of students in charge of admissions at the American University in Cairo (AUC) in 1972. It may be relevant to know that the AUC started in Egypt as a Christian “evangelical” missionary body in the 1920s, and it is perhaps not surprising, therefore, that Blanning had read all the ARE books and was impressed by Hugh Lynn Cayce, whose father was seen as some sort of new-age Christian prophet in America and around the world. Hugh Lynn Cayce had been informed by his father in a “reading” that he was a reincarnation of a disciple of Jesus, the Apostle Andrew.5 Another “Christian” fundamentalism connection is the fact that the founder of the Fulbright Scholarship, James William Fulbright (1905– 1995), a United States senator from Arkansas and a long-serving chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, was a member of the Disciples of Christ (also known as the “Christian Church”), of which Edgar Cayce was also a member. (A former president of the American University in Cairo was Raymond F. McLain [president 1954–1963], who “pastored several Disciples of Christ churches in Ohio.”*11)

        At any rate, the funders who put up the money for Mark Lehner to study at the AUC were ARE members Arch and Ann Ogden from Florida, who, in 1973 and 1974, donated $3,500 each year for Lehner’s fees at the AUC and his own living and travel expenses. Hugh Lynn Cayce had told them, “It is very important, in my opinion right now for the ARE to have a man in Cairo” (Smith, chapter 19, p. 246). Lehner himself admitted this primary mission: “I went to Egypt to study at the American University in Cairo and to search for the Hall of Records that psychic Edgar Cayce had prophesied lay beneath the Sphinx” (Ancient Egyptian Research Association [AERA] website).6

        Regarding Zahi Hawass’s higher education from 1980 to 1987, Hugh Lynn Cayce stated: “I got him a scholarship at the University of Pennsylvania in Egyptology, to get his Ph.D. I got the scholarship through an ARE person who happened to be on the Fulbright Scholarship Board. He [Hawass] had aided Mark [Lehner] to work at the Sphinx, and I am very appreciative.7

        The “ARE person” was again Frank Blanning, who had become head of the Fulbright Commission in Egypt. The deal was for Hawass to get a Ph.D. in the United States and then, when back in Egypt, “to advance within the [Egyptian] government to further his own career and open doors for Hugh Lynn [Cayce]’s project, [and] he could do it best on the wing of higher education at an American Ivy League college.”8

        Both Hawass and Lehner have always denied that Hugh Lynn Cayce had arranged for Hawass’s scholarship with the Fulbright foundation. In 1998 Hawass wrote that

        the younger Mr. Cayce [Hugh Lynn Cayce] had absolutely nothing to do with my graduate studies at the University of Pennsylvania. . . . The Hugh Lynn Cayce I knew would exaggerate things. Robert Smith, author of the biography, [Hugh Lynn Cayce:] About My Father’s Business sent me a fax apologizing for having written the reference therein to Lehner and myself without having contacted us regarding the accuracy of Hugh Lynn Cayce’s statements. Despite his claim to Mr. Smith, there is no way Mr. Cayce could have had any role in obtaining for me a Fulbright scholarship to the University of Pennsylvania.”9

        Also, Mark Lehner stated:

        I gather from Mr. Smith’s prologue that he wrote much of the book, including chapter 19, from taped interviews with [Hugh Lynn] Cayce. Smith never contacted either Hawass or me to verify or comment on those passages relating to us. Anyone who knew Hugh Lynn Cayce well would have to honestly agree that fact-checking is especially important in this case. . . . I introduced the younger Cayce (Hugh Lynn) to Zahi Hawass. I also introduced him to Frank Blanning, who was the Dean of Students [Admissions] at the American University in Cairo. . . . Later Frank became the head of the Cairo office of the Fulbright Council for Education and Cultural Exchange, in which capacity he met Zahi Hawass.10

        Frank Blanning died in 1994, and Hugh Lynn Cayce passed away in 1982. And A. Robert Smith is retired and cannot be contacted. I have no doubt in my mind that Smith truthfully reported what Hugh Lynn Cayce had told him, which, in any case, was recorded on tape. Yet it cannot be up to Smith, or anyone else for that matter, to say whether what Hugh Lynn Cayce had himself reported was the truth. Unless hard evidence comes to light, it will remain the word of Hugh Lynn Cayce against that of Hawass. And I know whose I would much prefer to believe. In any case, in 2010 the Edgar Cayce Foundation confirmed that “Hugh Lynn helped Hawass get to the U.S. and get a Fulbright scholarship, creating a bond between the two men.”11
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          Fig. P.8. Hugh
Lynn Cayce at
the Sphinx of
Giza in 1978.
        

        
          How Did Hawass Get His Ph.D.?
        

        Zahi Hawass studied for his Ph.D. at the University of Pennsylvania from 1980 to 1987. He completed his Ph.D. dissertation in January 1987. His main tutor was David Silverman, a Jewish-American Egyptologist. Silverman was one of three “readers” of Hawass’s dissertation. The other two were David O’Connor and William Kelly Simpson. In the acknowledgments of his dissertation Hawass gives “very special thanks to fellow students, Janice Kamrin, Heidi Rancin, and Stacie Olson, for their help preparing the manuscript with their suggestions, typing and editing.” Hawass returned to Egypt in 1987 and soon was made general director of the Giza pyramids. In 2002 he was appointed secretary-general of the Supreme Council of Antiquities.

        In January 2011 he was made minister of state for antiquities in the cabinet of Hosni Mubarak. During Hawass’s tenure Silverman (and to a lesser extent O’Connor) was granted archaeological concessions in Egypt by Hawass. Silverman also collaborated on many projects with Hawass, and the two men even wrote a book together. Silverman served as the curator, advisor, and academic content creator for the exhibition Tutankhamun and the Golden Age of the Pharaohs in New York and other cities in the United States. He was also put in charge of the exhibition Treasures of Tutankhamun at Chicago’s Field Museum. Janice Kamrin (one of the students at the University of Pennsylvania who had helped Hawass with his Ph.D. dissertation) also wrote books with Hawass and was appointed by Hawass as director of registrars at the Egyptian Antiquities Museum in Cairo. During his long tenure Hawass also helped several times (in 1978, 1991, 1996, and 1998) the ECF or their senior members search for the Hall of Records at the Giza Plateau. Two of the most prominent ECF life members were two American businessmen, Joseph Jahoda and Joseph Schor. Laura (Strumingher) Schor, the wife of Joseph Schor, was the national executive director of Hadassah, the largest women’s Zionist organization in America.

         

        In 1978 the ECF/ARE collaborated with Hawass and SRI International, America’s second largest think tank and research facility, to have, in the words of Lehner, the official representative of the ECF/ ARE in Egypt, a “direct shot at finding the Hall of Records.”

        The operation had been masterminded by Hugh Lynn Cayce, who was also the president of the ECF/ARE at the time. In Hugh Lynn Cayce’s biography, Smith reported this rather unorthodox connection with Hawass:
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          Fig. P.9. Drilling under the Sphinx. ECF-SRI International expedition, 
1977–78.
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          Fig. P.10. Mark Lehner (center) in 1978 at the ECF/ARE headquarters in Virginia
Beach, showing where the Hall of Records may be located under the Sphinx.
        

        When the funding ran out, SRI packed up and returned to the United States. Like the Cayce Petroleum Co., SRI and the (Cayce) Foundation had nothing but dry wells when they ran out of money. Discouraging as these inconclusive results were, Hugh Lynn had no sense of defeat. He would stay with the search as long as it took, building alliances with other groups and individuals. One of the latter was the Egyptian inspector at Giza, (Zahi) Hawass, whom he had met through Lehner in 1975.

        In 1980 Hawass accommodated the ARE by conducting an excavation in front of the sphinx temple. A core drilling through fifty feet of debris struck red granite instead of the natural limestone bedrock from which the sphinx had been carved. Since the granite had to have been imported, this discovery raised questions: Why it was placed there, and what more might be found if a dig were permitted? Such an operation would require approval at a higher government level. If Hawass was to advance within the government, to further his own career and open doors for Hugh Lynn’s project, he could best do it on the wings of higher education at an American Ivy League college. His Patron (Hugh Lynn) cleared the way: “I got him a scholarship at the University of Pennsylvania in Egyptology to get his Ph.D. I got the scholarship through an ARE person who happened to be on the Fulbright scholarship board. He has aided Mark (Lehner) to work on the sphinx, and I am very appreciative.12
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        Fig. P.11.Zahi Hawass and Mark Lehner in 1977. The man on the left is the rayess (excavation leader), Mohammad Abdel Mawgud.

        Just before his death in 1982, Hugh Lynn Cayce pronounced a long-term action plan for the quest of the Hall of Records at Giza in a rather cryptic tone, which was passed on to his successors:

        I’m never giving up there. It is very important. If we get to the Old Kingdom there, it is going to make history look like . . . we are looking for the records. This is what the readings say, of the Pyramids themselves and the Sphinx. We are looking for the Atlantean records, which are buried there. We are looking for Hermes’ records and his prophecy of his next reincarnation as Jesus. I think they are there, in front of the Sphinx. The Sphinx is guarding them. We are playing for all the marbles.13

        Hawass, however, has always hotly denied that his liaison with the ECF and Hugh Lynn Cayce was anything other than a casual friendship and stated that in no way had the latter participated in getting Hawass an Ivy League education in the United States.14 Indeed, when John Anthony West told the Edgar Cayce–related investors of the 1991–1993 expedition at Giza how Hawass’s education in the United States had been sponsored by Hugh Lynn Cayce and others, Hawass threatened to contact his lawyers should West not immediately retract his statement.15

        In a letter, Hawass wrote, “As to the statements contained in Mr. West’s letter to his investors, let me make emphatically clear that I have never had any connections with the Edgar Cayce Foundation. It has not sponsored me, nor financed my post-graduate studies at the University of Pennsylvania. The record is clear that I was able to attend the University of Pennsylvania as a Fulbright Fellow and Scholar, not through any aid, effort, or help to me, or through any connection with the Cayce Foundation.”16

        Today the post of “director” for the ARE is held by John Van Auken, a longtime member of the ECF and also a close friend of Hawass.*12 He is the author of several publications for the A.R.E. Press, including six books on the Cayce prophecies and teachings, and, not surprisingly, is a keen Cayce enthusiast. For years he has been advocating a Second Coming scenario based on the Cayce prediction and the prophecies in the Bible. In the San Diego Union Tribune of January 13, 1995, for example, Van Auken was quoted as saying, “I believe the changes prophesied by the Bible are very close upon us. . . . In the next three years, by 1998, I think we will see the beginning of the next major Earth changes. A seven year purging and cleansing of the Earth, most likely will be completed by 2002, marking the end of the Tribulations and the beginning of Jesus’s 1000-year reign.”17

        Van Auken is the author of several ARE publications, including six books on the Cayce prophecies and teachings. One of his books is The End Times: Prophecies of Coming Changes, in which the Second Coming is promoted in connection with the finding of the Hall of Records.18 Oddly, there is another Edgar Cayce prophecy that seems to relate to the ceremony of the placing of the “symbol of records,” that is, the capstone on the Great Pyramid, for in one of his readings Cayce described the celebrations that would take place during this ceremony: “Hence there has arisen from this ceremony many of those things that may be seen in the present: as the call to prayer [Muslim?], the church bells in the present [Christian?], the sounding and the trumpets [Jewish?], the sounding as of ringing in the New Year [millennium?]; the old record in Giza is to . . . 1998 from the death of the Son Of Man [Jesus?].” (Reading 378-14)

        In many interviews prior to the millennial event Hawass had described his version of the celebrations. Speaking to a German-Austrian TV crew in February 1999, for example, Hawass stated, “When the golden capstone will be lowered by the helicopter, the people from all over the world will cheer and dance like in the old days.”*13 Also in an interview published by the Irish Times on April 18, 1999, it was explained:

        The idea for the (millennium) celebration came from Pharaonic reliefs at Abu Sir, site of yet more pyramids (albeit ruined ones) about 15 km south of Giza. There Hawass, the ebullient archaeologist in charge of the Giza plateau, discovered a scene depicting workers dragging a capstone with the hieroglyphic word for “white gold” written underneath. He also found a relief showing women dancing . . . explained Hawass: “my interpretation is that when the king finished building the pyramid they put a capstone on top and after the people sang and danced because the nation’s project was finished. This is what we are doing at the millennium.”

        In the Cayce lore the actual finding of the “records” are said to be somehow associated with Jesus Christ and his supposed connection with the Great Pyramid. For example, in a reading given in 1932, when asked about the “records of the Christ,” Edgar Cayce replied, “Those records that are yet to be found . . . of the Christ, of the tomb, in those of the tomb, or those yet to be uncovered in the Pyramid” (Reading 5749-2).

        These records furthermore, according to Cayce, were programmed to be found from 1998 onward.19 At this point I’d like to state that I am not one who believes in readings, channeling, prophesies, and such things. As the saying goes, I have an open mind but am not willing to have my brain drop out. Having said this, I have been keenly interested in the Cayce readings mainly because those individuals that I will be investigating in part two do or did fervently believe in them and went as far as actually getting special permits with the assistance of Hawass to prove their “truth.” I confess, too, that I have been—and still am—intrigued (I was going to say “stunned”) by the strange fluke that my scientific astronomical analysis of the Giza monuments produced a date of 10,500 BCE,20 which coincides with the readings of Edgar Cayce that state that it was in 10,500 BCE that the “records” were hidden at Giza, probably under the Sphinx or inside the Great Pyramid. My astronomical analysis furthermore linked the 10,500 BCE date to a possible “chamber” under the Sphinx, almost precisely where Cayce in his readings said they may be found. I see it as a fluke, albeit an intriguing one but nonetheless a fluke. Make of this, however, what you will.

        At any rate, as we shall see later, the figure of Christ is often associated in new age traditions with that of Osiris, ancient Egypt’s messianic-like deity. It is a fortuitous coincidence that in 1998 Hawass announced the discovery of the “Tomb of Osiris” at Giza, and in that same year made the announcement that the chamber inside the Great Pyramid would be opened.21 Coincidence or are we seeing prophecies in the making? Or, perhaps, the making of prophecies? But if so, to what end? In what way could the “fulfillment” of these strange prophecies possibly serve modern Egypt?

        There occurred a very odd event in 1998, of all places in the heart of Paris, that may perhaps shed some light on this conundrum. Let us look at this more closely . . .

      

      
        
          EYE OF VIGILANCE
        

        On October 3, 1998, and conspicuously right on time with the Cayce predictions for that year, a press conference was organized in Cairo for Minister of Culture Farouk Hosni, Zahi Hawass, and the French composer Jean Michel Jarre. The latter had been an international household name since the 1970s due to the enormous success of his electronic high-tech music albums Oxygene and Equinoxe. Jarre was also an ambassador for UNESCO and has, since the 1980s, been organizing extravaganzas of laser lights and music for historical events. One of these was for the bicentennial of the French Revolution in 1989, where more than two million spectators gathered in the Champs-Élysées in Paris, from the Place de la Concorde all the way to the new “Paris 2000” Place de la Defénse. This show, which was televised around the world, featured a pyramid structure erected in front of the Grande Arche de la Fraternity (the Arch of the Brotherhood). From the high-tech pyramid, laser images were projected on the high-rise buildings nearby, including at one stage the so-called eye of vigilance, a symbol commonly used by Freemasons.*14

        At any rate, during the press conference the Egyptian minister of culture stated that an opera composed by Jarre, titled The Twelve Dreams of the Sun, would coincide with the unveiling of the golden capstone for the Great Pyramid. Jarre himself declared that “since the pyramids are linked to the sun,” he had decided to stage a “modern, multimedia opera that will last twelve hours and accompany the sun from the second millennium to the third millennium in the tradition of Ra, the pharaonic sun god.” Farouk Hosni then explained that this event was modeled on another similar event that took place in Paris in May 1998, when a gilded capstone was placed on the top of the Egyptian obelisk of the Place de la Concorde.†15 This obelisk had originally stood as one of a pair outside the Temple of Luxor in Upper Egypt. In 1827 it was commissioned by Louis XVIII to be brought to France. It was not until 1836 that the obelisk was finally erected at the Place de la Concorde by Louis-Phillip II. Interestingly, both monarchs were prominent members of the Grand Orient, the body that regulates Freemasonry in France.22

        
          Mubarak at a Bizarre “Zionist” Ceremony . . . or Not?
        

        On May 14, 1998, Israel celebrated the Fiftieth Jubilee of its creation. Celebrations took place in Tel Aviv, Jerusalem, and many other places in the world. One particular ceremony in Paris on that same day, but apparently not connected to the Israeli Jubilee, deserves a closer scrutiny. In early May 1998, President Hosni Mubarak, Egypt’s minister of culture Farouk Hosni, and the Egyptian ambassador in Paris, as well as some representatives of the SCA, convened in Paris by invitation of French president Jacques Chirac. On May 14, a ceremony took place at the Place de la Concorde at the foot of the Egyptian obelisk. It was then that a golden capstone was unveiled. The removal of this obelisk from Egypt was negotiated on behalf of France in the early 1800s by Salvatore Zola, the French consul in Alexandria, with the Khedive (Viceroy) Mohamad Ali. It had been chosen by Jean-Francois Champollion for its quality and importance.
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          Fig. P. 12. The gold plaque at the
Paris obelisk commemorating the
visit of President Hosni Mubarak
on May 14, 1998.
        

        The obelisk was raised in 1836 at the Place de la Concorde with two hundred thousand people attending the event. Many of the key players involved in this affair were senior Freemasons. Now, on May 14, 1998, in Paris, in addition to this date, which clearly was a hugely important day for Zionists around the world, there was also another most intriguing connection with an event that was at the very root of world Jewish Zionism. In 1890 Alfred Dreyfus, an officer in the French Army, was wrongfully accused of spying for the Germans. The whole Dreyfus Affair, as it became known, reeked of anti-Semitism, and generated a huge international scandal. The author Emile Zola wrote an article famously known as “J’accuse,” in the popular newspaper L’Aurore, edited by Georges Clemenceau, in which Zola accused the French government of anti-Semitism. The German-Jewish journalist Theodore Herzl was sent to cover the story. So disgusted was Herzl by the blatant anti-Semitism that he saw in France that upon his return to Germany he founded the World Zionist Organization, which would eventually lead in 1948 to the creation of Israel under a Zionist government. There is a most curious “link” that connects the Dreyfus Affair, Emile Zola, Zionism, and Israel with the event that took place in Paris on May 14, 1998: the donor of the golden capstone was the Jewish multimillionaire Pierre Berge,*16 a smaller French version of Rupert Murdoch, who is famously known for being the cofounder of the Yves Saint Laurent fashion empire (and also the lover of Yves Saint Laurent), as well as major shareholder of Le Monde, France’s most popular newspaper. More to the point, Berge had recently bought the villa of Emile Zola at Medan, which he intended to convert into a museum dedicated to the Dreyfus Affair! Let us also note that it was during this ceremony in May 1998 that Farouk Hosni announced that the placing of a golden capstone on the Great Pyramid of Giza would take place on December 31, 1999, to commemorate the millennium. This event, although much publicized in the international media, was nevertheless canceled at the last minute amid accusations of a Masonic-Zionist plot (see appendix 1).

         

        As an aside, let us note that other Egyptian obelisks were also erected in New York’s Central Park and London’s Victoria Embankment in the 1870s and that these events, too, were under the auspices of the Masonic lodges.23 All these obelisks that stand in the great cities of the Western world are thus symbols to Freemasonry’s alleged roots in ancient Egypt.†17 The symbol is not the whole obelisk but the golden pyramidion or capstone. In Masonic lore such a symbol represents the so-called supreme being, under whom all religious systems can unite.
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          Fig. P.13. The Masonic
supreme being (left);
logo of the U.S. Defense
Advanced Research
Projects Agency
(DARPA), an agency
of the Department of
Defense (right).
        

        
          Rumors
        

        In 1998 rumors circulated the Internet and various esoteric magazines that the ex-president of the United States, George H. W. Bush, was somehow involved in the millennial activities that were planned for Giza.24 It seems that as early as 1985 the Millennium Society of America,*18 a body that promoted projects and activities for the year 2000, announced that Bush was “committed to ushering in the next millennium at the Great Pyramid of Cheops at Giza.”25

        Not surprisingly, conspiracy theorists began to see links with this curious announcement and an ultraelitist fraternity to which Bush and McNally belonged. This fraternity, which goes under the name of Skull and Bones, is based at Yale University. Bush’s link with Skull and Bones goes back to his father, Prescott Bush, who was initiated into the fraternity in 1917. George H. W. Bush himself was initiated in 1948. The name Skull and Bones, for those familiar with esoteric symbolism, conjures the Order of the Freemasons (as well as the Knights Templar), who employ the same insignia in their higher initiation rituals for the Master Mason degree.*19 Several high CIA officials, including George H. W. Bush, have been associated with the Skull and Bones,26 and it has long been known that at least fourteen U.S. presidents were Freemasons and that most of the signatories of the Declaration of Independence in 1776 also belonged to the Masonic Order.†20

         

        It is well known that Freemasons, especially those in the United States, aspire to a “new world order,” symbolized by a glowing capstone on top of a pyramid, as seen, for example, on the back side of the Great Seal of the United States, both sides of which appear on the one-dollar bill.*21

        
          THE GREAT PYRAMID AND THE MILLENNIUM
        

        
          
            A Weird “Ivy League” Prank or Something More Sinister?
          
        

        Since 1979 Edward McNally, a top U.S. lawyer involved with the White House and who held top-notch posts such as attorney general for the U.S. government, planned a megacelebration for VIPs at the Great Pyramid of Giza for December 31, 1999, to usher in the new millennium. The guest of honor was to be President George H. W. Bush. Apparently the plan for this superparty was hatched when McNally was a student at Yale University in 1979, and a member of the elitist secret society, the Skull and Bones. It is well known that President G. H. W. Bush was a member of the Skull and Bones and knew McNally very well.

        It is also well known that President Bush often spoke of a “New World Order” (NWO). It is also well known that the penultimate symbol for the NWO is grafted on the so-called Grand Seal of the United States (seen on the one-dollar bill), showing a truncated pyramid with a glowing capstone in which is the “eye of providence.” This symbolism is also seen on the Yale University elitist fraternity Delta-Kappa-Epsilon (DKE) logo when it is turned upside down. The symbol also appeared (but was then removed!) on the DARPA (CIA’s Information Awareness Office) logo. (President Bush had also been director of the CIA.)

         

        The apotheosis of the Millennium Party at Giza was going to be the placing by military helicopter of a golden capstone on the “truncated” Great Pyramid and at the same time project the “eye of Horus” on the face of the monument. Although the celebrations did go ahead as planned, the placing of the capstone was canceled at the last minute due to the violent opposition of the Egyptian media, which accused the director-general of the Giza Pyramids, Zahi Hawass, and the minister of culture, Farouk Hosni, of masterminding a “Masonic Ritual.”

        I am not one who advocates conspiracy theories out of the blue. But I have to admit that in this strange story when all the dots are joined, as it were, it certainly does look like there is an element of truth in the reaction of the Egyptian press. Unless, of course, the dots are all there by sheer coincidence.
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          Fig. P.14. The Great Seal of
the United States on the U.S.
one-dollar bill.
        

        Was all this millennium saga at Giza some sort of weird game of symbols? What for? By whom? Was it a new world order “message?” To whom? . . .

        How exactly this design came to be adopted for the reverse of the Great Seal is still a matter hotly debated. It should come as no surprise that it has strong Masonic undertones, in view of the large number of Freemasons involved in the formation of the United States in 1776. The Great Seal’s design committee first met in 1776 and was headed by Benjamin Franklin, a prominent Freemason of Philadelphia and a member of the famous Nine Sisters Lodge in Paris. It probably was Franklin who introduced the eye in the triangle into the Great Seal. The truncated thirteen-tier pyramid was first proposed in early 1782 by William Barton and was approved by Congress in June of that same year, along with the final design of the Great Seal proposed by Charles Thompson. The idea of the truncated pyramid probably came from an earlier motif printed on the U.S. fifty-dollar bill of 1778, designed by Francis Hopkinson. Opponents of the Masonic influence on this design argued that the various committees and the Masons took their ideas from “parallel sources.”

        Although opinions vary as to the meaning of the glowing pyramid-and-eye symbol in Freemasonry, there can be little doubt that it mainly represents the idea of God or, more precisely, the Masonic “Supreme Being.” Here is at least one view, expressed by Kirk Nelson, a prominent Cayce author, in a book published by the Association for Research and Enlightenment Press, titled The Second Coming 1998: Edgar Cayce’s Earth-Change Prophecies:

        On the back of every US dollar bill is a pyramid with an eye in the middle of it. The “eye in the pyramid” symbolizes the pineal or third eye of the body in beautiful mystical fashion. The eye also represents the seven stones above the empty sarcophagus (of the Great Pyramid), making one of the United States’ most common symbols a very esoteric one.28

        On the back of the Great Seal, however, is also found another powerful esoteric symbol. Peter Tompkins, author of Secrets of the Great Pyramid, explains:

        The Reverse of the Seal of the United States of America . . . according to M. P. Hall that not only were many of the founders of the U.S. government Masons, but they received aid from a secret and august body existing in Europe, which helped them to establish the United States for “a peculiar and particular purpose known only to the initiated few.” “The Great Seal,” says Hall, “was the signature of the exalted body, and the unfinished pyramid on its reverse side is a trestleboard setting forth symbolically the task to the accomplishment of which the U.S. Government was dedicated from the day of its inception.” The eagle was apparently intended to represent a phoenix,*22 or symbol of immortality of the human soul. Great currency has been given to the pyramid and phoenix symbols by placing them upon a one dollar bill.29

        The phoenix symbol was also associated with the Egyptian sun god Ra as well as Osiris. Curiously, it also was associated with the gilded capstones placed on top of monumental pyramids.30 In Christianity, the phoenix is often used to denote Jesus and his return, or the Second Coming,†23 and in Masonic lore the phoenix is the insignia of the 18th degree,*24 one of Freemasonry’s most important titles.31

        Joseph Robert Jochmans, author of Time-Capsule: The Search for the Lost Hall of Records in Ancient Egypt, pointed out that in Masonic tradition “the Freemasons predict that some day a man will locate a buried vault that he will be ‘an initiate after the order of Enoch.’”32 The prophet Enoch and the Great Pyramid of Giza were the subject of a very controversial book by James Hurtak in 1977.33 Hurtak was involved in several expeditions at Giza in the past and more recently in the 1996– 1997 expedition with Joseph Schor in collaboration with Florida State University but fully funded by Schor. Hurtak is the founder of the Academy for Future Science in Los Gatos, California, which, among other things, promotes the existence of UFOs and the imminent fulfillment of the biblical prophecies in the book of Revelation. Hurtak has also been linked with Mark Lehner, one-time official representative of the ECF in Cairo during the 1970s and 1980s.†25

        It is not clear if there are any direct connections between Freemasonry in the United States and the ECF and the ARE. If any exist, then they must be at individual member level. Nonetheless, some indirect links are worth noting. For example, it appears that the first ECF/ ARE headquarters at Virginia Beach was originally purchased from the Shriners, a Masonic group operating in the United States that claims links to Egypt and to Giza in particular.34 In Masonic lore the Great Pyramid of Giza is often regarded as a temple in which specially selected men were initiated into the Masonic mysteries. For example, in a speech delivered by a British Freemason, Bertram A. Tomes, at the Masonic Temple in Swansea in 1922, Tomes speaks of “the Pyramid of Ghizeh: The Masonic Temple of Ancient Egypt” and identifies the King’s Chamber as “the chamber of Osiris, the raised Master,” who vanquished death through the ancient Egyptian system of initiation.35 Edgar Cayce makes a quasi-similar deduction for Jesus, the “raised Master” of Christianity. Author Richard H. Drummond, in the “Edgar Cayce guidebook,” A Life of Jesus the Christ: From Cosmic Origins to the Second Coming, wrote,

        The initiation of Jesus in Egypt is said to have involved a literal passage through the chamber in the Pyramid, evidently the Great Pyramid on the Giza Plateau. . . . A number of the Cayce [representatives] refer to Jesus as the “Great Initiate,” who took “those last of the Brotherhood degrees with John, the forerunner of Him, at that place, that is the Great Pyramid of Giza.”36 Indeed, so close is Cayce’s terminology to that of the Masonic rituals that Drummond felt the need to add, “These references to initiation and brotherhood degrees may be distasteful to some readers, given the centuries-long tensions between some of the Christian churches and various non-ecclesiastical religious orders such as the Masonic and the Rosicrucian.”37

        A reading given by Edgar Cayce in the 1930s is even far more specific about the Masonic worldview for the coming new age.

        A great number of individuals formulated into groups who have declared specific or definite policies will be questioned as to purpose and as to the ideal. Some of these groups will be drawn into coalition with questionable groups. Hence this is not, in the immediate, the time for the joining definitely with any individual group’s activity other than that which stands alone on Christ’s principles. For, with those changes that will be wrought, Americanism with the universal thought that is expressed and manifest in the Brotherhood of man into group thought, as expressed by the Masonic Order, will be the eventual rule in the settlement of affairs in the world. Not that the world is to become a Masonic Order, but the principles that are embraced in same will be the basis upon which the new order of peace is to be established. (Reading 1152-11)

        Another esoteric society, the Rosicrucians was not only allowed in Egypt by Zahi Hawass (Egyptian authorities abhor such “secret” or esoteric societies, with Freemasonry being officially blacklisted and banned) but was often given privileged access to the Great Pyramid. I am also aware that Freemasons from England were given special access to the Great Pyramid by Zahi Hawass through one of the local agents, Quest Travel.*26

        The “Egyptianized” symbolism and rituals in Freemasonry are well known. But much less known, however, is the deep involvement that the modern Egyptian monarchy and state leaders once enjoyed with the Freemasons. We shall also see later, in chapter 7, how the founders of modern Egypt were part of the Masonic fraternity and how several of the Khedives, including Khedives Tewfik Pasha and Ismail Pasha, were initiated into the British and French Masonic Orders. We shall also see how, under the British, Egypt (from 1882 to 1956) was ruled by high commissioners and Egyptian monarchs who were initiated into the Brotherhood through the United Grand Lodge of England, the Grand Orient of France, and the specially formed Masonic order known as the United Grand Lodge of Egypt and the Sudan. Are these historical events connected in some way? Was there an attempt to hijack the millennial events at Giza by an obscure cabal somehow linked to Freemasonry? The local Egyptian press certainly thought so (see appendix 1).

      

      
        
          A NEW WAY OF THINKING
        

        In one of his many trance sessions, Edgar Cayce was once asked to explain the meaning and purpose of the Great Pyramid. His cryptic reply was that “only an initiate may understand.” Secret Chamber Revisited, therefore, will “initiate” the reader so that he or she can understand, or to put it differently, this book is so designed to provide the reader with all the scientific as well as the esoteric knowledge required for this task. In the ancient Egyptian initiatory tradition the neophyte who successfully underwent the process of acquiring such knowledge was said to be “equipped.” My intention, therefore, is to equip the reader to appreciate that the Great Pyramid is not only a tomb or temple in the conventional sense but also a “metaphysical machine,” for lack of better words, designed to service powerful rituals of initiation. And even though it is much damaged and somewhat incomplete after millennia of weathering and vandalism, it can still produce the potent sub liminal effect on the human psyche that it was surely intended to do. In Hermetic and alchemical tradition such an instrument is known as a Hermetic device. And the Great Pyramid of Giza is without a doubt the most powerful of such Hermetic devices. I truly believe that the Great Pyramid has the innate energy to cause a powerful transcendental shift of thinking on a massive, even global scale, provided that the right buttons are pushed at the right time. The world, I believe, is heading toward a radical reformation or paradigm shift, and the Great Pyramid is somehow an instrument, perhaps the instrument to bring this about. The excessive, almost abusive rationalistic thinking of the last few centuries is about to give way to a new and much-needed spiritual and intuitive thinking that best befits our human condition. As Joseph Ritman, founder of the Bibliotheca Philosophica Hermetica in Amsterdam, so well put it, “It is the application of that life goal, which in ancient Egypt was called ‘thinking with the heart and feeling with the mind.’”

        The question is no longer whether such an intellectual shift will take place but whether we, as individuals or groups, will choose to promote or oppose this shift . . . or as is bound to be the case with some, exploit it for personal gains. I had a strong feeling during my many years of exposure to the Great Pyramid and the Giza Plateau that as a whole they have been designed for precisely such a lofty purpose. I have a strong feeling, too, that the time has come for such an event. The question is no longer whether such a paradigm shift will take place at Giza, but when. We are now about to take a journey together back through a secret history and track down a secret tradition that has survived against all odds to carry its message across time . . . to us.

        But before we undertake such a journey, let us briefly go to Giza. For it is there that our story must begin . . .

      

    

  
    
      
         

        PART ONE

        
          The Tradition
        

      

    

  
    
      1

      ROBOT, RADAR, AND DRILLS

      
        In December 1999 a robot will climb up the shafts of the Pyramid . . . and this will be Egypt’s gift to the millennium.
      

      ZAHI HAWASS, M-NET TV INTERVIEW,

NOVEMBER 1998

      
        
          SENTINEL OF THE MYSTERIES
        

        There is nothing more awesome or more provocative than the sight of the Giza necropolis, the home of the three pyramids and the Great Sphinx. Giza, few will deny, personifies the mysteries of our remote past and also symbolizes that universal yearning and age-old expectation that one day a great discovery will be made, one that will totally alter our perception of who we really are and where we have come from.

        The Giza necropolis is an elevated rocky plateau situated approximately ten kilometers west of modern Cairo. To get there will take you half an hour by bus or car from central Cairo. The necropolis is best approached from the east through the village of Nazlat El Samman. Flanked by busy coffee bars, souvenir shops, and restaurants, the main street of Nazlat is a bustling array of donkeys, camels, horses, street vendors, and the proverbial hawkers. Upon reaching the extremity of this street, the humdrum of modern Egypt suddenly switches itself off as you are confronted with an alien landscape and the gaze of the venerable sentinel of the ancient mysteries, the human-headed lion-bodied statue universally known as the Sphinx.

        
          [image: image]
        

        
          Fig. 1.1. The Giza necropolis, also known as the Giza Plateau. 
View looking west.
        

        The Sphinx has been deliberately made to face due east, the place of the rising sun at the equinoxes. Hoary and laden with age, weather beaten by the elements and scarred by vandals and thieves, the Sphinx testifies to the passing of three great civilizations: Pharaonic, Greek, and Roman. It may well see our civilization through, as well. Carved as a monolith from the living rock, the Sphinx is sixty-five feet tall and forty-five feet wide. From its rump to its front paws you could easily string together four full-sized tennis courts. It sits, with front paws outstretched, in a U-shaped pit. On the walls of the pit today can be seen the deep, vertical erosion fissures that bear witness to a prehistoric time when heavy rainfalls may well have scarred the exposed limestone.

        In 1991 Boston University geologist Robert Schoch and Egyptologist John Anthony West created a huge controversy over the age of the Sphinx.
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          Fig. 1.2. The Great Sphinx of Giza.
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          Fig. 1.3. Graham Hancock, Robert Bauval, John Anthony West, and Robert 
Schoch in 2004.
        

        They pointed out that the vertical erosion fissures attached a date of more than eight thousand years to the statue.1 In 1996 Graham Hancock and I showed, with the use of precessional astronomy, that the Sphinx must be linked to the date of 10,500 BCE, and I further refined this thesis in 2006 in my book Keeper of Genesis.2 To the Sphinx’s right, or south, lies the Valley Temple, a large rectangular structure constructed with massive square columns and beams. The peripheral load-bearing walls of this temple are fashioned with immense blocks, some weighing more than a hundred family-size cars. The roof has long disappeared, the stones probably used for modern construction work in Cairo. The Valley Temple is totally free of any inscriptions, making it very difficult to know its function or its age. A few wide gullies are still embedded in the upper walls, again suggesting that this temple was built at a time when heavy rainfalls were experienced. Immediately in front of the Sphinx is yet another temple, this one appearing more antiquated than the Valley Temple. Dubbed the Sphinx Temple by Egyptologists, no one is sure of the purpose it served or when it was built. Its twenty-four columns within the central courtyard and the fact that its east-west axis is aligned with the Sphinx suggest an astronomical function related to the equinox sunrise and sunset. South of the Sphinx and running west up the natural escarpment, is the causeway that leads to the main pyramid plateau. Today only part of the pavement remains.

      

      
        
          MANSIONS OF ETERNITY
        

        At the western extremity of the causeway is the Second Pyramid of Giza. Allegedly built by the Pharaoh Khafre ca. 2500 BCE, this pyramid is 447 feet tall and is the only one at Giza that still retains part of the original casing stone on its apex. To its left, and some five hundred meters away, is the Third Pyramid, the smallest of the famous triad. It stands 204 feet high and was allegedly built by the pharaoh Menkaure, a son of Khafre. To the left of the Second Pyramid, some five hundred meters to the northeast, is the Great Pyramid, the largest of all the pyramids in the world.

        Weighing as much as six million tons and towering 480 feet above the ground, the statistics of the Great Pyramid are mind-boggling: more than two and a half million blocks—each weighing an average of two tons—were needed; the construction is perfectly set out and perfectly aligned to the four cardinal directions; and all this, according to Egyptologists, was done without the use of iron tools, the wheel, or even the simple pulley. As if this was not enough, the builders flaunted further their engineering prowess by incorporating within the pyramid a complex system of inclined passages, tunnels, galleries, and chambers. There are three chambers in the Great Pyramid: one subterranean and two within the superstructure.

        The two largest are known as the Queen’s Chamber and the King’s Chamber. Some of the blocks and beams that make up the King’s Chamber weigh as much as seventy tons, jointed so tightly that even a razor blade cannot be passed through them.

        
          [image: image]
        

        
          Fig. 1.4. The Great Pyramid and the Second Pyramid.
        

        
          The “Relief” Chambers
        

        Above the King’s Chamber of the Great Pyramid are five so-called relief chambers. This nomenclature, as the eminent French structural engineer Professor Jean Kerisel observed, could not be more inappropriate, for these chambers are anything but “relief” to the pyramid. Quite the opposite: they actually add some two thousand tons of dead weight to the walls of the King’s Chamber, causing unnecessary compression on the already much-strained walls. To put it bluntly, these five relief chambers are a total mystery, not least because they were also totally sealed. They were discovered in 1837 by the British explorer Colonel Richard William Howard Vyse, who had to use gunpowder to create an access to them. In three of these chambers were found ancient graffiti, the only extant writings ever found inside or outside of the Great Pyramid. These chambers were the subjects in late 2013–14 of a huge international scandal after two German explorers removed 1.5 milligrams of the red ochre graffiti, as we shall see in chapter 14.
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          Fig. 1.5. The internal system of the Great Pyramid.
        

        When the Great Pyramid was first opened in 820 CE by the Arabs, they found nothing except an empty sarcophagus inside the King’s Chamber. The sarcophagus has the peculiar distinction, as the British Egyptologist William Matthew Flinders Petrie pointed out, of being slightly larger than the entrance to the chamber, proving that it was placed within the chamber before the latter was closed from the roof. This fact, as well as the austerity and simplicity of its design, makes it difficult to imagine that it was used simply for a royal burial, and many researchers today agree that the pyramid was probably used principally for elaborate and very occult ritualistic purposes.

        Shooting upward from the south and north walls of both the King’s Chamber and the Queen’s Chamber are two narrow shafts with rectangular opening of about 8 × 8 inches.
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          Fig. 1.6. The
“sarcophagus”
in the King’s
Chamber of the
Great Pyramid.
        

        
          [image: image]
        

        
          Fig. 1.7. Opening
of the north “star
shaft” of the King’s
Chamber.
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          Fig. 1.8. The stellar targets of the star shafts in the Great Pyramid.
        

        The shafts from the King’s Chamber run right through to the outside of the pyramid, whereas those from the Queen’s Chamber stop some fifty-nine meters within the solid core of the monument. Thought at first to have been ventilation shafts, these strange devices are now recognized to have been aligned to important star systems and thus undoubtedly used for ritualistic purposes.

        Since the ninth century, when the Arabs took an active interest in the Giza necropolis, all efforts to find a secret chamber have met with frustration. From treasure hunters with battering rams in the Middle Ages to the use of gunpowder by Howard Vyse in 1837 and, more recently, to radar, seismographs, and robots, no secret chamber has yet been found. Egyptologists became convinced that no such chamber existed, and any scholar who did believe was pilloried by his peers, and any outsider who did was called a “dreamer,” a “pyramidologist” (considered the worse abuse by Egyptologists!), and a “charlatan,” and in some instances (as strange as it may seem but true), a “Zionist” and a “Jew.” (As the reader will rightfully suspect, such exotic accusations—and much more—were thrown at me, not least by Hawass!) Then in 1993, on March 22, everything suddenly changed. A team working under the German Archaeological Institute (Deutsche Archäologische Institut; DAI) in Cairo sent a small robot into the unexplored southern shaft of the Queen’s Chamber. Equipped with headlights and a video camera, the robot managed to reach the end of the shaft some sixty meters from the Queen’s Chamber and sent images of a mysterious small door embossed with two copper handles.
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          Fig. 1.9. My niece, Katya
Bauval, with the Upuaut II robot
of Rudolf Gantenbrink at the
British Museum, 1993.
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          Fig. 1.10. The Gantenbrink door.
        

        In 2002 a team from the NGS, also using a robot, found a similar door at the end of the northern shaft of the Queen’s Chamber. Although the doors are strongly suggestive of concealed chambers beyond, the Egyptologists were so opposed to this idea that a huge debate ensued, causing the Egyptian authorities to balk and eventually ban any further exploration.*27

        Also in 1991 an American expedition organized by John A. West under the aegis of Dr. Robert Schoch and the dean of Boston University (and largely funded by ECF members and friends) conducted a seismographic survey around the Great Sphinx and claimed to have discovered a large rectangular anomaly under the paws of the statue. Again, the Egyptian authorities and Egyptologists, always adverse to the possibility of secret chambers, banned further exploration.

        But then, several years later, in May 1996, a team led by Joseph Martin Schor investigated the area around the Great Sphinx with ground-penetrating radar equipment and claimed to have discovered another large rectangular cavity, this time under the rump of the statue. Yet again, the Egyptian authorities stopped the exploration. In November 1997, however, Schor somehow managed to get another chance at finding a secret chamber. This time his radar picked up a tunnel leading out and westward from the rectangular cavity behind the Sphinx. Following the direction of this tunnel, the Schor team believed it was leading to an ancient well shaft some two hundred meters behind the Sphinx. Again the work was halted by the Egyptian authorities.

        

      

      
        
          DISTURBING DENOMINATORS
        

        There are, as we shall see, some disturbing common denominators at play here. First, of course, there is the systematic halting of the explorations each time they are on the verge of finding a lead to a possible secret chamber. All the explorations, too, were conducted either in secrecy or were allocated official explanations as to their purpose that had nothing or little to do with the main objective of the explorations. For example, the investigation of the shafts in the Great Pyramid by the Germans was registered as a “cleaning job.”

        Although it is true for the shafts in the King’s Chamber, nothing was said at the time of any exploration by robot of the shafts of the Queen’s Chamber. It was common knowledge that these shafts did not pierce through to the outside of the pyramid and, quite obviously, could not be of any use for ventilation, unlike the shafts of the King’s Chamber. Also, when Schor explored the Sphinx area in 1996–1998, the official reason given was to repair “faults and chasms” in the bedrock of the Giza Plateau for the “safety of tourists.”*28

        At any rate, circumstances were such that I found myself involved directly and indirectly with all these expeditions. In April 1993 I exposed the inside story of the Germans’ exploration of the shafts. Then in April 1996, with Graham Hancock, I blew the cover off the Schor expedition to reveal their clandestine search for the Hall of Records near the Sphinx.3 A campaign ensued in the international press for the Egyptian authorities to have a more open policy at Giza. Finally, in early 1998 the Egyptians caved in under pressure and promised to keep the public informed. Yet on two further occasions, as we shall see in chapter 10, Schor and his team managed to conduct more research at Giza in secrecy and were even allowed to drill near the Great Pyramid in their search for the Hall of Records.

      

      
        
          BEHIND THE SCENES
        

        While investigating behind the scenes of these covert explorations and strange events at Giza, I fell into a huge web of intrigue, shady deals, and deliberate misinformation. These matters will be fully exposed in part two of this book. A brief review here, however, will be useful for those readers who are new to these events.

        In our book Keeper of Genesis, Graham Hancock and I reported that as early as 1976 expeditions were planned at Giza to find the Hall of Records. The 1978 expedition was officially headed by SRI International (which often offered its services to America’s covert government agencies, such as the CIA). But this was just a front. Behind SRI International was another, less orthodox organization: the ARE. The ARE was founded in 1931 to promulgate Edgar Cayce’s teachings. It was represented in Egypt from 1974 by Mark Lehner, who, as strange fate would have it, is today one of Egyptology’s foremost scholars and an expert on the Giza monuments. In collaboration with Zahi Hawass (who was then chief inspector at Giza), Lehner got the ARE to finance SRI International in 1978 to use drilling and seismographic equipment in an attempt to find the Hall of Records prophecied by Edgar Cayce.

        This Hall of Records, as we have already seen in the prologue, was said by Cayce to be concealed beneath the bedrock near the Great Sphinx by Atlanteans in 10,500 BCE, and he predicted it would be rediscovered between 1998 and 2000. The executive director of this project for the ARE was Joseph Jahoda of the Astron Corporation, a Virginia-born businessman. It was Jahoda who had put up some of the financing for Lehner’s expenses in Egypt. It was also Jahoda who later represented the ARE during the 1991 expedition. (On this last occasion Jahoda was accompanied by none other than Joseph Schor.) In 1996 Jahoda appeared again at Giza, this time as executive director for the Schor expedition. Both men—affectionately known at the ECF/ARE as the “two Joes”—had long-term links with the ECF/ARE. They were life members of this organization and also its principal funders in the 1990s. It was during the 1996 expedition that Schor commissioned the Los Angeles filmmaker Boris Said*29 to document the activities on location and, more importantly, to have the TV cameras handy when—of this Schor seems to have been utterly convinced—the Hall of Records would be located. A promotional film of the expedition was made with the intention to sell a two-part documentary to FOX TV. In April 1996 I managed to obtain a copy of this film and found out that, amazing as it may seem, they actually confirmed that they intended to open a “secret chamber” live on camera before 1998 just as Cayce had predicted! A copy of this film was passed to the Egyptian authorities for comment, and the matter was exposed in the international press. The result was predictable but also surprising. Hawass denied any knowledge of Schor’s connections with the ECF/ARE and now announced that he had stopped the expedition simply because “they had not followed the rules.”4

        There was a strange paradox here. On the one hand, it was more than evident that Jahoda and Schor were extremely well known to Hawass and that he very well knew that they were senior funding members of the ECF/ARE. It was also known to Hawass that Jahoda and Schor had been involved in the 1978 and 1991 expeditions at the Giza Plateau in the ECF/ARE’s ongoing quest to locate the Hall of Records. Yet now Hawass openly denied knowing these men and also denied any involvement with the ECF/ARE. Amazingly, he even publicly stated that he had been the only member on the Antiquities Committee who was against granting a license to Schor, and he now insisted that he would make sure no further licenses would be granted to him. Something, clearly, did not quite fit here, to say the least. Such blatant lying to the media, however, was to prove to be Hawass’s hallmark, as we shall see throughout this book.

        In any case, it now appeared certain that with all this rhetoric from Hawass, neither the Schor Foundation nor the ECF would ever again be given permits to conduct any more explorations at Giza or to make films, if he, Hawass, had anything to do with it. But in November 1997, barely a year later, the Schor Foundation team did in fact return to Giza and had their permit renewed! Indeed, this time with even more clout 
than before. More equipment and more personnel were brought in, and they were 
granted special access to the monuments to conduct ground-penetrating radar 
searches. In August 1998 I managed to obtain films shot during this expedition. 
I was amazed—shocked is a better word—to see bizarre “acoustic” experiments 
carried out in the Great Pyramid, as well as seeing members of the team 
investigating an ancient well shaft located two hundred meters behind the Great 
Sphinx, with Schor and Jahoda controlling the operation from above with 
walkie-talkies and a TV monitor.

        Several men, including a cameraman, are seen descending down a vertical shaft to reach a large grotto partially submerged with water. While trying to find a suitable place to put the camera tripod, the team unearthed the lid of a massive sarcophagus fixed into the bedrock. Radar and seismographic equipment was lowered. “It’s a sarcophagus! We found a sarcophagus!” shouted one of them. Their radar equipment apparently detected a tunnel heading east from under the sarcophagus toward the rump of the Sphinx. At this cliff-hanging point apparently the Egyptian authorities halted the exploration.

        In early 1998 Hawass conducted a preliminary archaeological investigation of this well shaft. The entrance of this underground complex is located on the north side of the causeway that runs between the Valley Temple near the Sphinx and the Second Pyramid. The whole underground complex consists of three chambers set at different levels. The first chamber, which is only twenty feet below the causeway, seems to be of no special significance. The second chamber, which is an additional forty-five feet lower, has seven niches carved into the side walls. In two of these niches are empty sarcophagi, apparently dated to the Saite Period, ca. 665–525 BCE. The third chamber is thirty feet lower, and in the middle of it is the massive black granite sarcophagus discovered by Schor and his team.

        Hawass had the water pumped out from the chamber to reveal a small perimeter wall around the sarcophagus, which apparently supported four pillars at each corner. Ironically, these findings were first presented by Hawass at an ECF/ARE convention in Virginia Beach in August 1998. Stunningly, Hawass claim the discovery for himself, even though many in the audience were well aware that it was Schor and his team who had discovered the room with the sarcophagus months earlier. Hawass also informed the audience that this chamber represented the symbolic “Tomb of Osiris.”

        It was three months later, in November 1998, that Hawass also announced that he planned to open the door at the end of the Queen’s Chamber’s southern shaft in the Great Pyramid and suggested that this would be done on the day of the new millennium, when a golden capstone would be placed on the Great Pyramid. Also, December 1998 saw Hawass inviting FOX TV to prepare for a two-hour live broadcast that was scheduled for transmission on March 2, 1999. It was during the live transmission that Hawass dropped a bombshell. Standing in the “Tomb of Osiris” near one of the walls, Hawass revealed the entrance to a “secret” tunnel and added, “I have not excavated this tunnel yet, then really I do not know where it leads us. But I always say you never know what the sands and the tunnels of Egypt may hide of secrets. . . .”5

        In the course of 1999 I proposed a sort of entente cordiale, or truce, between Hawass and myself. It was a smoke screen, and Hawass fell for it. This enabled me on the one hand to get deeper behind the scene and, on the other hand, to take a wider view over these odd activities at Giza. We shall return to this in part two and examine in greater detail what really went on during all these expeditions at Giza to the present day. But before we do this, we must first undertake a journey together into the past. We must trace the origin of the legend of the Hall of Records and also track through the ages the mysterious tradition that kept its memory alive and that in a most mysterious way is now leading us back to it . . .

      

    

  
    
      2

      HERMETIC A AND THE PROPHECY OF MONTE LIBYCO

      
        In that day there shall be a monument to the Lord in the midst of the land of Egypt, and a pillar at the border thereof to the Lord. And it shall be for a sign and for a witness unto the Lord of hosts (stars) in the land of Egypt. . . .
      

      ISAIAH 19:19–20

      
        
          THE HERMETIC PROPHECY
        

        According to the book of the Kore Kosmu1 (the Eye-Pupil of the World),*30 a first-century tract belonging to the Hermetic writings, the great goddess Isis informs her son, Horus, how the Egyptian god of wisdom and magician of words, Thoth, known to the Greeks as Hermes Trismegistus, revealed “the great mysteries of the heavens” by inscribing them in sacred books, which he then concealed somewhere in Egypt, with the intent that one day they would be discovered by “the fully worthy.”

        Is it not fitting, my son, that I should leave this report unfinished; I must tell you what Hermes [Thoth] said when he deposited the books. Thus did he speak: “Ye holy books, which have been written by my perishable hand and have been anointed with the drug of imperishability by Him who is master over all, remain ye un-decaying through all ages, and be ye unseen and undiscovered by all men who shall go to and fro on the plains of this land [Egypt], until the time when the heavens, grown old, shall beget men [of soul and body] worthy of you. Having spoken this prayer over the works of his hands, Hermes [Thoth] was received into the sanctuary of the everlasting zones [i.e., he died and went into heaven.]2

        Elsewhere in the Kore Kosmu, the “books of Hermes” are referred to as being “accurate knowledge of the truth . . . the secret things of Osiris . . . these holy symbols of the cosmic elements” (i.e., books written in Egyptian hieroglyphs).3 This moving prophecy or prayer of Hermes-Thoth, therefore, is clear in its meaning: “There will be born men that are worthy to find and read the books” that were concealed in the land of Egypt long ago. Attached to this strange and evocative prophetic message is yet another important proclamation by Hermes-Thoth, one that gives us not only clues and indications of where the place of concealment might be but also provides us with a stunning motive: the great expectation of a massive Second Coming event that is to take place at this mysterious place in Egypt at a prescribed time in the future when the Earth has been “purified by flood, fire, and plague.”4 He described how “those gods who ruled the earth will be restored, and they will be installed in a city at the furthest threshold of Egypt [in summo initio Augypti], which will be founded toward the setting sun and to which all human kind will hasten to by land and by sea.”5

        In another Hermetic tract, the Books of Asclepius, Hermes-Thoth is asked by one of his pupils the precise whereabouts of this magical city of the gods, to which Hermes-Thoth replies, “In a very great city, in Monte Libyco.”
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          Fig. 2.1. Hermes Trismegistus on
the floor of the Siena Cathedral.
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          Fig. 2.2. Thoth, the Egyptian
god of wisdom and science and the
inventor of the sacred writing.
        

        In his detailed analysis of this mysterious text, the historian Garth Fowden, a fellow at the Centre for Greek and Roman Antiquities at the National Hellenic Foundation in Athens, points to another passage in the Asclepius, which alludes to the “tomb of Asclepius” in that special place called Monte Libyco.6 The actual passage reads, “Asclepius who was the first inventor of the art of healing, and to whom a temple has been dedicated in Monte Libyco. . . . There lies the material man, that is, the body” (Asclepius III, 37).

        It is well known in Egyptology that the Greeks identified Asclepius, the god of healing and medicine as well as general wisdom, with the great “wise man” of ancient Egypt; namely, the high priest, astronomer, and master architect Imhotep.7

        Imhotep is believed to have lived in the Old Kingdom period (ca. 2600–2200 BCE), known to Egyptologists as the Pyramid Age. His reputation as a high priest of Heliopolis, the “City of the Sun,” and also as a great magician-healer, was so immense that eventually it spread to the far corners of the known world, deep into the Hellenic and Roman Empires, under his better-known classical name of Asclepius. His emblem—the entwined snake on the stem of the apothecarian’s cup—is still used today by pharmacists throughout the world.

        It was, however, Imhotep’s great genius in the royal art of architecture that earned him immortality among the Egyptians, for it was he who was responsible for the planning, design, and construction of the world’s oldest known architectural complex: the impressive stepped-pyramid complex of Memphis, which still stands, almost intact, some twelve kilometers south of Cairo near the modern village of Saqqara. It is possible that Saqqara derives its name from the ancient god Sokar, with whom Osiris was closely identified: both were patrons of resurrection and the afterlife. Thus Imhotep not only introduced the art of building and construction to the world but was also the inventor of the pyramid complex and, by extension, the great Giza pyramids.8 In a study of the legendary figure of Imhotep, Egyptologist and philologist George Hart of the British Museum quotes the full epithets given to Imhotep as found on an inscription carved on the limestone bust of the pharaoh Zoser, the pharaoh for whom Imhotep, in fact, designed the stepped-pyramid complex at Saqqara. “Seal-Bearer of the king of Lower Egypt; one who is near the head of the king; Director of the Great Mansion; Royal Representative; High Priest of Heliopolis; Imhotep.”9

        On stone vessels discovered in a maze of tunnels under the stepped pyramid of Zoser, Imhotep is mentioned as “Chief Lector Priest,”10 and elsewhere Sir I. E. S. Edwards, in his classic book The Pyramids of Egypt, provides yet another telling epithet for Imhotep, that of “Chief of the Observers,” which, Edwards added, “may in itself suggest an occupation connected with astral . . . observation.”11 We can therefore deduce from these titles that Imhotep not only occupied the highest religious office after the king, namely, that of high priest of Heliopolis, but also that his initiation and erudition were specifically related to the observation of the stars; that is, astronomy.
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          Fig. 2.3. Imhotep
        

        This correlation between the initiation process and astronomy is particularly interesting and, I am strongly inclined to believe, is one of the keys to unlock the secrets of the lost knowledge of the “science of immortality” of the ancient Egyptians. It is also interesting, as was noted by Hart, that on a papyrus in the British Museum we read that Imhotep belonged to “those wise men who foretold the future12 and, furthermore, that he compiled writings and books that are deemed to be of more value than the house of master builders or a tomb in the western desert.

        The connection between the pyramids (of which Imhotep was the inventor) and the observation of constellations and stars (of which Imhotep was the supreme adept) has already been fully expounded in my previous books, The Orion Mystery, Keeper of Genesis, and The Egypt Code. Readers are invited to consult appendix 6,13 which provides the background to these stellar connections, as they now have particular relevance to the Hermetic prophecy we are investigating here. Meanwhile, what clearly emerges concerning Imhotep is that we are dealing with a master architect and supreme initiate who not only was attributed to possess the gift of foretelling the future by the stars, but who supposedly also left behind valuable books and writings as an intellectual legacy or memorial of his skills and knowledge. In the corpus of the Hermetic writings, three of the most important tracts are wholly devoted to Asclepius, the latter, as we have already seen, identified with Imhotep by the ancient Greeks and Egyptians of the Greco-Roman period. It is thus justified to wonder whether there is some connection between the Hermetic writings and those unknown writings and books of Imhotep. And if the latter existed, then where could they be hidden, as the ancient scribes insist they were?

      

      
        
          MONTE LIBYCO
        

        The region where all the large pyramid complexes or “fields” of the Old Kingdom or Pyramid Age stand spreads along a wide strip of desert adjacent to the western shoreline of the River Nile. It runs some 70 kilometers from the pyramid field of Abu Ruwash in the north to the pyramid field of Meidum in the south. To Egyptologists this region is known as the Memphite necropolis, on account of its having serviced the city of Memphis (the “White Wall”), the first capital of ancient Egypt and the Pyramid Age. So well established was this city that it was still bustling when Julius Caesar came to Egypt in 50 BCE.

        There are ten pyramid fields in the Memphite necropolis containing some twenty-five “great” pyramids allocated by Egyptologists to the Old Kingdom and thus spanning from the Third Dynasty to the Seventh Dynasty. These, counting from north to south, are Abu Ruwash, Giza, Zawyat Al Aryan, Abusir, Saqqara North, Saqqara South, Dashour, El Lisht, Meidum, and Hawara. The central part or node of the Memphite necropolis is, without doubt, the Giza necropolis, allegedly built by the great pharaohs of the Fourth Dynasty: Khufu, Khafre, and Menkaure, also known to the modern world as Cheops, Chephren, and Mycerinos. Although the location of Imhotep’s tomb has never been found, many Egyptologists agree that he would have almost certainly been buried somewhere in the Memphite necropolis, either at Saqqara or perhaps even at Giza.

        In his huge multitome opus, which he modestly titled Excavations at Giza, Cairo-born Egyptologist Selim Hassan discussed at length the location of Monte Libyco, the Libyan Mountain or mount. In his investigation Hassan first drew attention to the fact that ancient Egyptian scribes, in their graphic depiction of the central region of the Duat, the afterworld or underworld of the dead, known as the Fifth Division, “imagined a long black tunnel running through the thickness of the earth, each end of which terminated in a sphinx or lion,” the latter known by the name of Aker. This was an idea, explained Hassan, that had originated in the Old Kingdom or the Pyramid Age (ca. 2500 BCE). Thus in line 1014 of the Pyramid Texts (found inscribed inside Fifth and Sixth Dynasty pyramids at Saqqara) we read, “The Earth speaks, the gate of Aker is opened . . . may you remove yourself to the sky upon your iron throne.”
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          Fig. 2.4. The
Fifth Division of
the Duat: Is it
Giza?
        

        Hassan also intimated that in chapter XCIV of the Book of the Dead the initiate proudly proclaimed that he or she is “supplied with the Books of Thoth [Hermes] in order that I may be purified when I enter Aker [Sphinx-Lion].” We thus can deduce,” wrote Hassan, “that it was necessary for the dead [or the initiate] to be equipped with the Books of Thoth, which contain powerful magic spells, in order to traverse Aker. This may have been necessary partly to overcome the dangers of the way.”14

        Hassan then pushed his investigation even further to determine the actual location of Aker. According to Hassan, the Giza necropolis was in all likelihood perceived by the ancients as the physical representation of the Fifth Division of the Duat.

        The Duat, as many of the ancient texts affirm, contained twelve divisions or “hours,” and Hassan pointed to the curious fact that the Fifth Division was given the name of Rostau, which was also the name of the Giza necropolis in ancient times.15 In the many depictions of the Fifth Division, as seen in tombs and on papyrus of the New Kingdom period, there are always shown two huge recumbent lions or sphinxes, the Aker, partly buried in sand. Between the two Aker sphinxes, looming high above is often shown a large mount or pyramid. This whole ensemble, noted Hassan, is not only extremely reminiscent of the Giza necropolis as seen looking northwest, but also the way the image is sloped from west to east provides a correct stylized image of the manner in which the actual Giza plateau slopes gently from west to east at an incline of about ten degrees.

        In the Pyramid Texts the Aker sphinx-lion is closely identified with the Akeru, the “Lion People,” who are said to be among the primeval or original inhabitants of Egypt.16 Meanwhile, and bearing all this in mind, here is Hassan’s interpretation of the Fifth Division of the Duat and its correlation to the Giza mount or plateau:

        Thus it would seem that Aker is not the Underworld itself, but part of it, where this is clearly seen in the book of the Imji Duat as inscribed in the tomb of Seti I, where the double sphinx has its place in the center of the Fifth division called Rostau. Above Aker in this scene is a large pyramid, which, in conjuntion with Aker in sphinx form and the name Rostau, which was also applied to the Giza Necropolis, suggests that this division was originally a complete version of the Underworld according to the Memphite beliefs. In The Two-Way Book we have a mention of the “highland of Aker,” which is the dwelling place of Osiris: “Osiris who is in the highland of Aker.” This may be a reference to the sandy Libyan plateau [Monte Libyco] where is the earthly Rostau.17
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