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  McWay Falls drops onto a lonely beach at Jules Pfeiffer Burns State Park.
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  Wildflowers cover bluffs at Pescadero State Beach.
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  The 115-foot-high Pigeon Point Lighthouse, one of the tallest in the United States, is a hostel north of Santa Cruz.




  




  INTRODUCTION




  The grandness of nature defines the 1,100-mile-long Pacific coast of California with a dramatic meeting of earth, sky, and sea. While the southern crescent-shaped coast bordering the great metropolises of Los Angeles, San Diego, and their sprawling suburbs is generally civilized with golden sand beaches and easy accessibility to the masses, the long stretch of ragged shoreline from Santa Barbara north to the Oregon border is spectacularly scenic and mostly unpopulated.




  This is a wild coast of rocky headlands, wave-polished cliffs that collide with turbulent seas, pocket beaches scrubbed by emerald tides, crying seagulls and barking sea lions, offshore rocks and wind-beaten sea stacks, towering redwoods that scrape against the sky itself, and a twisting ribbon of asphalt that allows us a glimpse into eternity. This ancient dynamic landscape is split by the San Andreas Fault, one of California’s major geographic features, and defined by coastal mountain ranges, broad bays, intimate coves, jutting peninsulas, and steep cliffs that hold back the relentless waves of the Pacific Ocean.




  A Coast of Contrasts




  The California coast is the prized western edge of North America, a raw merging of ocean and land where millions make their homes in huge cities but where wild unruly nature still rules supreme. The coastline is a landscape of contrasts, a place of million-dollar beach houses, rustic adobe missions, and high-tech industries, as well as skies filled with migrating birds on the Pacific Flyway, migrating whales sailing offshore currents, gnarled cypress trees beaten by winds, the largest kelp forest in North America, redwood forests topped with the world’s tallest trees, and desolate sand beaches battered by waves.




  Southern California Coast




  Southern California and its balmy golden beaches dotted with tanned surfers and bikini-clad girls begins south of Point Concepcion, a rocky outcrop that juts out into the Pacific Ocean south of Morro Bay. Here the coast swings eastward, leaving the cold California current to flow southward away from land. This rocky block of land lessens the persistent northwest winds and choppy seas. Here the coast forms what geographers call the California Bight, a huge arcing bay that bends southeast to the Mexican border. Most of this coastal section is heavily developed and populated, having only small enclaves of pristine beach and wild mountains, so it is not included in this California coast driving guide.




  Coastal Climate




  A bucolic Mediterranean climate, influenced and moderated by the Pacific Ocean, defines the California coast with warm, dry summers and cool, damp winters. Thick fogs and mists obscure the coast, particularly in summer, with the toll of buoy bells a reminder of offshore rocks. The redwood trees that characterize the northern coast thrive on morning fogs, deriving precious moisture via droplets rather than from heavy rainfall. The average daily temperatures along the coast are remarkably unvaried, usually fluctuating only 10°F to 15°F between summer and winter.




  The Coast Ranges




  The Coast Ranges rise up from the Pacific coast, forming a high and often almost impenetrable barrier to travel. The ranges, divided into separate and distinct subranges, stretch from Crescent City to San Luis Obispo, a maze of mountains that includes the famed redwood forests, the Napa wine country, and the Santa Cruz, Diablo, and Santa Lucia ranges above the Big Sur Coast. These ranges all lie along the heralded San Andreas Rift, an active fault zone that stretches some 650 miles from the Mexican border to Cape Mendocino. The Transverse Ranges, some of the only east-west trending mountain ranges in the US, lie north of the Los Angeles Basin, while the Peninsular Ranges march southward from the basin to the border with Baja California.




  Coastal Wildlife




  The long California coast offers a huge diversity of geologic formations, plant communities, and habitats that provide refuge and home to a variety of mammals, birds, and fish. Vast flocks of migratory birds fly along the coast on the Pacific Flyway, part of the more than 550 bird species identified in California. Along the Big Sur Coast soars the majestic, endangered California condor which now survives only because of a successful captive breeding program. Plenty of mammals roam the coast too, including California gray whales, sea otters, sea lions, harbor seals, elephant seals, black bears, and Roosevelt elk.
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  Sand Dunes & Beaches




  Along the coast are dynamic sand dunes and 27 dune fields, including the 40-square-mile Monterey Bay Dunes, that are often colonized by various grasses and other plants that anchor the sand, providing habitat for moths, butterflies, mice, voles, and lizards. Beaches are also sand features along the ever-changing shoreline. Some are pocket beaches tucked between cliffed ramparts while others are long stretches of wave-beaten sand and pebbles. Along this surf zone live mollusks like clams, crustaceans including crabs, and tube-building worms as well as various insects and shorebirds like gulls.




  Sea Stacks, Islands & Rocks




  The California coast boasts over 20,000 sea stacks, jutting rocks, half-submerged reefs, and islands, all part of the California Coastal National Monument, that provide specialized habitats and isolated breeding areas for migrating birds and marine mammals. These sea-bound outcrops, including the Channel Islands and Farallon Islands, remain pristine and generally untouched by the human predators that plundered other more accessible sanctuaries for skins and seabird eggs. During the 19th century many species, including the elephant seal, fur seal, puffins, auklets, and murres were driven to the brink of extinction by trafficking and trade. These remote rock islands allowed many rare endemic species to evolve and others to survive the human onslaught and remain today as nature preserves.




  California Coastal Drives




  Scenic Routes and Byways: California’s Pacific Coast explores and discovers the rugged 1,100-mile-long coast that forms the western border of America’s most populous state. The coast is divided into five distinct scenic driving routes, following US 101 and CA 1, from Santa Barbara to the Oregon border, which take from 1 day to 1 week to thoroughly cruise and enjoy. These drives showcase the wonders and mystery of California’s fabled shoreline, sampling scenic wonders, hidden gems, and some of the state’s most beautiful spots.




  This reference book allows you to find a huge variety of activities and places, including beaches, hot springs, national and state parks, nature preserves, hiking trails, climbing areas, surfing waves, salt and freshwater fishing, campgrounds, historic sites, offbeat attractions, zoos, aquariums, wineries, and both large and small towns. Specific driving directions include GPS coordinates to parking areas as well as contact information for most sites.




  The developed California coast south from Santa Barbara to Los Angeles, San Diego, and the Mexican border along with the San Francisco coastline is not described in this book. Lots of current information can be found in a wide variety of other books on these populated beaches and towns. Scenic Routes and Byways: California’s Pacific Coast instead focuses on the state’s wild and scenic coast—an expansive and stunning landscape where heaven meets earth and sea.




  Being Prepared




  When you are driving California’s coastal highways, be prepared for emergency situations and inclement weather. The highways often twist and curve across steep mountain slopes above the shoreline. Maintain a safe speed; use pullouts to allow faster traffic to pass when you are sightseeing; stay in your own lane; and watch for blind corners. When traveling the coast, especially after storms, call ahead to make sure that the highway is passable and the area you are going to is accessible. Heavy rain, storms, and mudslides can close sections of the highways in winter.




  Coastal weather is often foggy or rainy, drastically altering driving conditions. Proceed carefully on rain-covered highways and turn your headlights on so other traffic can see you. Dense fog often creates visibility problems, especially on the North Coast. Slow down and stay alert. Watch for heavy traffic in urban areas and allow ample time to drive through cities. All of the drives feature frequent viewpoints and scenic pull-offs for sightseeing. Top off your gas tank in larger towns to ensure that you don’t run low on fuel. Be sure that your vehicle is in proper working order, the windshield wipers are adequate, carry water and extra clothes.




  Travelers are, unfortunately, potential crime victims. Stash all your valuables, including cameras, GPS units, removable sound systems, and luggage out of sight in your parked car, especially at remote parking lots near cities. Better yet, take them with you when you exit the vehicle. Always carry purses and wallets on your person rather than leaving them stowed away. Campers should also be wary of auto break-ins at popular campgrounds. Keep all valuables, including money, cameras, and video equipment with you in your tent at night.




  The scenic drives and highways cross both public and private lands. Respect private property rights by not trespassing. Remember that federal laws protect both archaeological and historic sites, including Native American ruins and artifacts, petrified bone and fossils, and historic structures. Also camp only in designated sites and campgrounds to minimize impact, put out all campfires, and carry your trash out.




  How to Use This Book




  Scenic Routes and Byways: California’s Pacific Coast describes five of the best scenic coastal highway sections in the US. Each drive is complemented with detailed route maps, photographs of attractions and scenery, and trip planning information.




  Each drive description is a compilation of points of interest, attractions, natural wonders, and recreational opportunities that follows the route from start to finish. The narrative text describes important and interesting sites, areas, and towns along the route, providing detailed travel information, interpretative information, miles and directions, descriptions of facilities, and phone numbers. Each drive is described in one direction; if you travel the route in the opposite direction, simply start at the end of the description.




  Each map shows the drive’s route, highway numbers and road names, campgrounds, points of interest, towns and cities along the way, recreation areas, national and state parks, national forests, and connecting roads.




  Each trip planning section includes summaries of specific information for each drive. These self-explanatory sections allow quick access to relevant drive and trip details to help you make the most of your time.




  • General description provides a brief summary of the length and scenic features of the drive.




  • Special attractions are prominent points of interest, features, and activities found along the route.




  • Location gives the area of California where the drive is set.




  • Drive route number and name denotes the specific highway and road numbers and names that the drive travels.




  • Travel season notes the best times of the year to make the drive and whether the route is closed by snow in winter. Remember that opening and closing times of roads are always approximate and depend on regional weather conditions. Always check local conditions before setting out on your drive.




  • Camping includes listings of most National Park Service parks and monuments, state parks and recreation areas, USDA national forests, and BLM, regional, county, and city public campgrounds along the drive. Private campgrounds are generally not listed. Contact information for private campgrounds is easily obtained on the Internet. Consult the websites of specific governmental agencies for up-to-date information on making camping reservations.




  • Services lists communities along the drive where you can obtain visitor services, including lodging, dining, groceries, telephone, medical services, and gasoline.




  • The appendices at the end of the book provide names, telephone numbers, addresses, and websites of helpful organizations, including national parks and monuments, state parks, national forests, BLM public lands, chambers of commerce, and visitor bureaus. Before embarking on your scenic driving adventure, contact them for additional information and maps.




  Massive waves break across Hole-in-the-Wall Beach north of Santa Cruz.
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  Carmel to San Francisco




  General description: CA 1 runs 107 miles along the north-central California coastline from Carmel to Pacifica just south of San Francisco.




  Location: California coast between Carmelby-the-Sea and Pacifica.




  Drive route number and name: CA 1 (Cabrillo Highway).




  Travel season: Year-round. Watch for fog along the drive in summer. Heavy rains in winter slicken the highway and may create landslides that close the highway.




  Camping: Hundreds of campsites, including walk-in tent sites and RV sites, are in national forest, state park, and private campgrounds along the drive. Reservations, particularly in summer, are strongly recommended.




  Services: All services in Carmel, Monterey, Santa Cruz, and Pacifica. Limited services are in other towns along the highway.




  The Route




  The 107-mile-long Carmel to San Francisco scenic drive, following CA 1, the Cabrillo Highway, explores a diverse and beautiful section of California’s Pacific shoreline. The picturesque and historic towns of Carmel-by-the-Sea, Pacific Grove, and Monterey anchor the drive’s southern end, where you explore old missions, the famed Cannery Row and Monterey Bay Aquarium, old lighthouses, and a rocky coastline interrupted by glistening sand beaches.




  The middle section encompasses scallop-shaped Monterey Bay and its rich marine environment. Offshore is Monterey Canyon, one of the world’s deepest ocean canyons, wavering kelp forests, and marine mammals including gray and humpback whales, elephant seals, harbor seals, sea otters, and dolphins. A long stretch of beaches and sand dunes borders the bay from Monterey north to Santa Cruz.




  The northern coast section, beginning at the eclectic city of Santa Cruz, is a cliff-lined coast with pocket beaches, crashing surf, grassy terraces carpeted with wildflowers, and towering inland stands of coast redwood trees.




  This coastal drive, easily accessible from San Francisco, makes a wonderful day trip. Allow at least a full day to drive the highway and make a few stops. It’s easy to spend 4 or 5 days puttering along the coast, sunning at wild beaches, visiting attractions, playing at the Santa Cruz Boardwalk, and enjoying some of California’s best seaside scenery.
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  Weather




  The climate along the north central coast is mild year-round. Around Monterey Bay on the drive’s south end, the weather varies little between winter and summer. Only 10 degrees difference separates the mean temperatures for August and January, making the climate here one of the most uniform in the US. Summer brings thick fog banks that wrap the coast in gray shrouds. The fog usually burns off by midday, but temperatures are often cool. Bring a sweater for those days.




  Inland temperatures on the mountains and valleys above the coast can be hot with daily highs reaching into the upper 90s. Thunderstorms are infrequent, although light showers may accompany the fog. The drive north of Santa Cruz and Monterey Bay is cooler and damper than the southern section.




  September and October are among the best months for traveling the Carmel to Frisco coast. Expect lots of clear days with sunshine and warm temperatures; average daily highs are in the low 70s—just about perfect. Big winter storms pummel the coast from December through February, dropping heavy rains from sodden skies. About 18 inches of rain falls during those 3 months, so don’t forget a raincoat. Springtime is lovely here, although March is rainy. April and May are often clear and breezy with scattered showers. clear and breezy with scattered showers.




  Carmel-by-the-Sea and neighboring Monterey basks in a Mediterranean climate with damp winters and warm, dry summers. The temperatures here are remarkably even with the average winter high at 60°F and the average summer high at 72°F. Rainfall averages 19.5 inches annually, with most of that coming between November and April. January is rainiest with 4.2 inches while July is driest with a scant 0.09 inches of precipitation. It virtually never snows here, and only 2 days each year dip below a freezing 32°F.




  Carmel-by-the-Sea




  Carmel-by-the-Sea, usually just called Carmel, lies on the southern side of the Monterey Peninsula. This resort town, with a population of 3,700 in 2010, is one of the most famous and picturesque towns on the California coast, with both a rich history and a beautiful seaside setting. Carmel is both quaint and ritzy, with fancy shops, expensive homes, over 100 art galleries (highest per capita in the US), manicured lawns and parks, and stunning scenery.




  Although first home to Native American tribes, including the Ohlone, the Carmel region was later discovered and settled by the Spanish. Explorer Juan Rodriquez Cabrillo sailed past in 1542 but didn’t stop. Sixty years later, Sebastian Vizcaino, a Spanish explorer and Carmelite friar, named the area in 1602 for Our Lady of Mount Carmel, patron saint of the Carmelites. The area, however, was not settled for another 168 years when Franciscan monks Junípero Serra and Juan Crespí established a mission in nearby Monterey in 1770. That thriving port was the capital of Alta California until 1849 when the Americans took it over.




  Carmel itself started out in 1888 as a resort town, ironic since it is often foggy here in summer. Developers wanted to build a Catholic retreat here and began selling lots. In 1902 the town post office opened, and in 1910 the Coastal Laboratory was established. Carmel-by-the-Sea incorporated in 1916.




  With its beauty and quiet, Carmel quickly became a place for the well-heeled and the artistic crowd, who established an arts colony here after the 1906 San Francisco earthquake decimated that city. Artists bought lots for a $10 down payment. Some of those who took up residence included writers and novelists Jack London, Mary Austin, Ambrose Bierce, Upton Sinclair, and Sinclair Lewis. Photographer Arnold Genthe, who made many historic images after the ’06 earthquake and was a color photography pioneer, also settled here.




  In 1914 the great poet Robinson Jeffers moved to what he called his “inevitable place” at the dramatic interface of sea, shore, and sky. Here he built his famous Tor House and the nearby Hawk Tower out of local granite blocks on a rocky promontory overlooking the Pacific Ocean.




  The great photographer Edward Weston moved to Carmel in 1929 and began a long love with Point Lobos. Weston’s friend Ansel Adams moved here in 1962, living in his Carmel Highlands home until his death in 1984.




  Carmel is still a colony for artists. The iconic Carmel Bach Festival (bachfestival.org), starting in 1935, offers a couple weeks that celebrate the music of Johann Sebastian Bach, attracting both music lovers and international musicians. The Carmel Symphony Orchestra (carmelsymphony.org) also offers an annual concert series, performing at the Sunset Cultural Center. In October, the Carmel Art and Film Festival (carmelartandfilm.com) is a veritable orgy of every kind of art plus 5 days packed with over 100 independent films, climaxing with the awarding of the Clint Eastwood Filmmaker’s Award. Besides visual artists and writers, other Carmel residents now include actors like Eastwood, who also served as the town mayor back in the 1980s.




  

    Navigating Around Carmel




    




    When navigating around Carmel, pay attention and plan to get lost sometimes since there are no street addresses. The town does not have home mail delivery so there are no house numbers. Addresses are given by street names and the nearest intersections, which makes night navigation a complete nightmare!


  




  Finding the town: Carmel-by-the-Sea is on the south side of the Monterey Peninsula and west of CA 1, the Coast Highway, and about 50 miles south of Santa Cruz. The town lies 325 miles north of Los Angeles and 120 miles south of San Francisco. Nearby towns are Pacific Grove and Monterey, 5 miles to the north. The best streets to access the town center from CA 1 are Ocean Avenue on the north and Rio Road on the south.




  Carmel Chamber of Commerce (San Carlos between 5th and 6th, PO Box 4444, Carmel, CA 93921; 800-550-4333; carmelcalifornia.com).




  Dog City USA




  Carmel is considered one of the most dog-friendly towns in the US. Dogs are allowed almost everywhere. Clip a leash on Fido and stroll along Ocean Avenue, where you’ll run into lots of other dogs and their owners. You can tie him up outside while you have lunch or you can find a cafe where your dog can sit beside you on the outdoor patio. Shopkeepers welcome you and your canine into the store, and some provide water bowls out front. There are also doggie-destination hotels where your pet is welcome. Then, of course, there is the Carmel City Beach where he can roam free, run wild, and sniff to his heart’s content—as long as he’s under voice command. Don’t leave your pup locked in your car on hot days. The Carmel police are strict about canine abuse; they will bust him out, and you will get ticketed.




  Carmel-by-the-Sea Attractions




  It’s great fun to stop at Carmel-by-the-Sea and browse the shops and fill your stomach, but that quickly gets old when you realize that some of the California coast’s most stunning natural attractions and recreational opportunities are right here. Carmel City Beach forms the town’s west border, while Carmel River State Beach holds down the southwestern edge. The Carmel Mission on the south side of town is one of California’s most beautiful 17th-century missions.




  Point Lobos State Natural Reserve, just south of town off CA 1, is simply one of the prime scenic stops on the entire California shoreline. The rocky headland, jutting into the Pacific Ocean, offers a dramatic and primal meeting of earth and ocean, with waves crashing on rocks, seals and sea lions cavorting in the surf, and wind-twisted cypresses lining the cliff edge.




  North of Carmel is the gorgeous 17-Mile Drive, a meandering road that connects to Pacific Grove at the tip of Monterey Peninsula. Besides scenic views at every turn, the drive also passes by California’s most famous and most beautiful golf course—Pebble Beach Golf Links. Every February a pro and celebrity golf tournament brings fans who watch their screen and sports idols take a few swings; the course also hosts major golf events like the US Open. If the $300+ tee fees for 18 holes are too pricey, there are other courses too, including Spyglass Hill, Cypress Point, Poppy Hills Golf Course, The Links at Spanish Bay, and Monterey Country Club.




  Carmel-by-the-Sea Shopping & Restaurants




  Carmel-by-the-Sea is renowned for its diverse shops, boutiques, art galleries, and fine restaurants. What would you expect for a town that is like Beverly Hills North? Park your car and stroll around the compact downtown area, do some window-shopping and stop at whatever galleries strike your fancy to view paintings, watercolors, bronzes, and photographs. Galleries range in taste and price from rustic California to haute Europe with something for every palette.




  Ditto for dining. Carmel offers culinary delights for every pocketbook and palate, including French, Italian, California, seafood, and Asian cuisines. Suggestions are Katy’s Place for breakfast (Mission St., Carmel, CA 93921; 831-624-0199; katysplacecarmel.com); La Bicyclette for wood-fired pizza (29 Dolores St., Carmel, CA 93923; 831-622-9899; labicycletterestaurant.com); Bruno’s Market (Junipero St., Carmel, CA 93921; 831-624-3821; brunosmarket.com) for take-out beach picnic fare; and Marinus at the Bernardus Lodge for California-style meals (415 W. Carmel Valley Rd., Carmel Valley, CA 93924; 831-658-3595; bernardus.com/lodge/restaurants).




  Carmel Mission




  The Carmel Mission, properly called Mission San Carlos Borroméo del Río Carmelo, is a classic California Catholic mission that was established in 1770 by Father Junípero Serra (1713‒1784) in Monterey before being moved to Carmel in 1771 to avoid the corrupting influence of the army garrison. The Basilica Mission, listed as a National Historic Landmark, is a must-see stop for anyone interested in California history and the missions. The mission with its 5-foot-thick walls and collection of Spanish Colonial church art is one of the most beautiful of the California missions.




  Besides being an active church, the Carmel Mission also tells the story of California’s Spanish heritage through five museums—the Basilica Church; the Harry Downie Museum, which tells of Downie’s restoration efforts; the Munras Family Heritage Museum with keepsakes of a prominent area family; the Jo Mora Chapel Gallery and its Serra Memorial Cenotaph; and the Convento Museum, with the room where Padre Serra lived until his death in 1784. Serra was interred in a nearby chapel.




  The mission is a place to wander around quiet hallways, peeking into spartan monk cells, looking at one of California’s first libraries with its leather-bound books, remembering Serra and his contributions at his tomb, and wandering about the exquisite and colorful gardens on winding paths past fountains. Come on a weekday for peace and solitude. An entrance fee is charged.




  Finding the mission: To find the mission from CA 1/Cabrillo Highway, turn west on Rio Road and follow it for about a half-mile to the mission on the left. A large parking lot on Rio Road is conveniently in front of the mission (GPS: 36.542976 N / -121.919164 W). 3080 Rio Rd., Carmel, CA 93923; (831) 624-1271; carmelmission.org.
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  The Carmel Mission, established in 1770, tells the story of California’s early history in 5 separate museums.




  Tor House




  Robinson Jeffers (1887‒1962), one of the best American poets in the first half of the 20th century, was greatly influenced by the rugged California coast in Carmel where he lived and penned verse for 40 years after moving there in 1914. The lonely sea and the sky became his poetic inspiration, and to find that, Jeffers had the Tor House, a small stone house, built on a rocky bluff a stone’s throw away from the coast in south Carmel in 1919. Jeffers learned stonework from the mason and then constructed a stone tower, modeled after ancient Irish towers, over 4 years, starting in 1920, as a refuge for his wife Una. He named it Hawk Tower for a bird that regularly visited while he laid the stones, but disappeared upon its completion. Jeffers wrote poetry in the morning during those years and worked on the tower in the afternoon.




  Now you can make a pilgrimage to the master poet’s home and see firsthand the earth elements that influenced his physical verse. Tor House, owned by the Robinson Jeffers Tor House Foundation, preserves it much as it was during his lifetime. You will have to call or e-mail ahead for a reservation to see the house and tower; tours are limited to six people but are conducted hourly 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. every Fri and Sat. A fee is charged. No children under age 12 allowed.




  Finding the house: Tor House is accessed from CA 1/Cabrillo Highway via Rio Road to Santa Lucia Avenue to Scenic Road. Turn left on Stewart Way and drive 1 block to Ocean View Avenue. Turn left to the house. 26304 Ocean View Ave., Carmel-by-the-Sea CA 93923; (831) 624-1813; thf@torhouse.org.




  Carmel River State Beach




  The 297-acre Carmel River State Beach includes a mile-long beach (the southern section is Monastery Beach) and a bird-sanctuary lagoon formed by the Carmel River, which empties into the ocean here. The beach is popular for sea kayaking and scuba diving, but swimming is not recommended because of dangerous currents. The area is especially popular with birders in fall and winter. Spanish explorer Sebastian Vizcaino landed here in 1602.




  Finding the beach: On the south side of Carmel, turn west from CA 1 on Rio Road; follow Rio to Santa Lucia Avenue and turn left. Follow Santa Lucia to Carmelo Street, turn left and follow to a parking area next to the beach (GPS: 36.5389 W / -121.927793 W). (831) 649-2836.




  Carmel City Beach




  Carmel City Beach stretches along the coastline a half-mile west of downtown Carmel at the end of Ocean Avenue. It’s a gorgeous beach of fine white sand edged by cypress trees. It’s beautiful and popular so avoid weekends when the parking lot on Ocean Avenue fills up. The area offers great walking on the beach and on a 0.75-mile trail along the bluff above between 8th Avenue and Martin Way. Swimming is discouraged because of strong undertows. Just north of the beach is the famed Pebble Beach golf course.




  Finding the beach: From CA 1/Cabrillo Highway in Carmel, go west on Ocean Avenue to a parking lot at its end (GPS: 36.555088 N / -121.929247 W). Other parking is along Scenic Road south of the main lot. (831) 620-2000.




  Pebble Beach Beaches




  The beach scene at Pebble Beach is limited and restricted. Stillwater Cove, just north of Carmel City Beach, lies alongside Pebble Beach Golf Links and is accessed by the private Beach and Tennis Club. It’s a great place for sea kayaking and diving, which is limited to 10 people per day. Call (831) 625-8507 for reservations.




  Spanish Bay on the far northern edge of Pebble Beach next to Pacific Grove offers a big half-mile sweep of sand that is great for surfing on the big waves rolling in from the northwest. Best waves are September to March. Also check out the cairns or stacks of rocks along the beach that are erected as impromptu sculptures. The beach is shared with Asilomar to the north, where dogs must be leashed. Here they can romp wild.




  [image: chpt_fig_004.jpg]




  Carmel River State Beach is a perfect spot for sand lounging, sea kayaking, and bird watching on summer afternoons.




  Finding the beach: Access from Spanish Bay Road on the coast. There is a small parking lot on the south, roadside parking along the road, and a large parking lot on the north (GPS: 36.609648 N / -121.948111 W).




  Carmel Valley Wineries




  The broad Carmel Valley, lying east of the village of Carmel, slices through the coastal Santa Lucia Range. The picturesque valley boasts several excellent wineries, making it ideal for a romantic day of wine-tasting and vineyard tours. The valley’s orientation makes it somewhat immune from the cool and foggy days common along the coast in summer, allowing grapes to mature under the hot afternoon summer in well-drained, gravelly soils. The valley is well-known for its superb cabernet sauvignon and merlot varietals, which make up 70 percent of the local wine.




  For a wine-tasting tour, start with the cabernets at Galante Vineyards tasting room on Dolores Street in Carmel itself, then drive east from Carmel-by-the-Sea on CA 1 and Carmel Valley Road for 11.5 miles to Carmel Valley Village. Along the way are several wineries, including, at 6 miles, Chateau Julien in a French-style chateau on the south side of the road; this is the only winery and tasting room in the valley itself.




  In Carmel Valley Village are several tasting rooms, including Bernardus Winery, Boekenoogen, Chateau Sinnet Joyce, Heller Estate, Georis Winery, Joullian Vinyards, Parsonage, and Robert Talbott Vineyards. Georis Winery, farther up the valley, makes small amounts of excellent merlot. Bernardus offers great estate wines; Heller has a nice tasting room for its 100 percent certified organic wines; Joullian is known for its unique chardonnays; and Talbott specializes in chardonnay and pinot noir varietals.




  17-Mile Drive




  The famed 17-Mile Drive is exactly that—a 17-mile-long scenic route hugging the west coast of the Monterey Peninsula between Carmel and Pacific Grove. The twisting road passes crescent-shaped sand beaches, rocky headlands pounded by Pacific surf, twisted Monterey cypress trees, as well as lavish mansions and some of America’s most renowned and exclusive golf clubs. A toll is charged per car to drive the road, most of which is owned by the Pebble Beach Corporation, so some folks prefer not to take this route and help the rich get richer while others revel in the drive’s stunning scenic beauty.




  Finding the drive: It’s easy to start the scenic drive from either Carmel or Pacific Grove; just follow signs to it. From CA 1, it’s easy to get on it. Take the exit just north of Carmel for CA 68 and at the north side of the overpass, follow signs to the drive. The drive route is marked with a dashed red line down the center of the road to keep you on course as it zigzags through neighborhoods.




  The drive runs north from Carmel past the famed Pebble Beach Golf Links and Stillwater Cove. It continues twisting along the ragged coastline. Stop at numerous pullouts to walk down to pocket beaches or along cliffed headlands to viewpoints which are perfect for watching the sunset.




  One of the most famous scenic attractions is the famed Lone Cypress tree, a solitary Monterey cypress perched atop a rocky outcrop that is an iconic living symbol of the California coast. There are a roadside parking lot (GPS: 36.569555 N / -121.965615 W) and a short trail to a viewing area. Another good stop for seeing the sun dip into the golden ocean is Sunset Point. Take a short spur road left to a spacious parking lot (GPS: 36.577164 N / -121.974785 W) and an overlook. Farther north is Cypress Point Lookout (parking lot GPS: 36.583215 N / -121.971797 W) with a small pocket beach and a wonderful view of the rocky coast.




  Farther along check out Bird Rock and you will not only see pelicans, gulls, and cormorants perched on the white-stained islet but also lounging sea lions, harbor seals, and sometimes sea otters frolicking in the surf. Keep an eye offshore from November to January for gray whales during their 10,000-mile-long migration along the coast from Alaska to Mexico, the longest migration of any mammal. Turn left off the drive to a short loop road to a large parking area (GPS: 36.59141 N / -121.964345 W) and overlooks.




  The drive bends inland just before Pacific Grove at Spanish Bay, which makes a good stop to stroll along its half-mile-long broad sand beach or have a picnic. The drive ends at Sunset Road (CA 68) in Pacific Grove. Go right to get back to CA 1.




  The 17-Mile Drive toll road has a fee charged at five entry gates. Allow 3 hours to drive the route, with stops along the way. Spring and fall offer the best weather with clear skies. Summer days can be foggy; come in afternoon for the best views. Weekdays are less crowded than weekends; although you will want to avoid it if there is a major golf tournament. If you spend more than $25 at a Pebble Beach Company restaurant on the road, they will deduct the entrance fee from your bill. Bring a camera, binoculars, and warm clothes, even in summer.
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