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“You throw like a girl,” yelled my cousin Glenn after receiving the football I passed to him. We were at a holiday celebration at his family’s home in Maplewood, NJ, probably Thanksgiving. I was eight years old and the youngest of all ten cousins (twelve, if you count the cousins from my father’s side). Glenn was a year older. He and I were tossing the football in the street in front of the house. It was the very beginning, possibly the first, of insults I would have to deflect and endure in my life. On the Richter scale, this lightning flash shouldn’t even register. But because of Gus, it does.
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