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Introduction

So many things—and so many bizarre things—have happened in more than 116 years of Red Sox history that, in putting together a book like this, it’s hard to know where to stop. The team clearly has a storied past. Even in very recent history, they’ve broken an 86-year-old “curse”—winning the final eight games of a most improbable 2004 postseason. And then they won two more world championships, the last one in 2013 following a pair of last-place finishes. There have been so many great players over the years, and so many characters, too.
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Boston’s Storrow Drive back in the dark ages, before “The Curse” was lifted.

If you’re a real fan, you come to love a team—sometimes for better or worse, sometimes at the risk of one’s own mental health. It can be like a family, weird uncles and all.

It was great fun writing this book, trying to think of some real stumpers and not just the easy questions. Some things that have happened in Red Sox history are pretty hard to believe, yet happen they did.

I hope everyone who reads this book will find something that truly surprises them. And I know there are plenty of other things out there … things no one’s unearthed yet. There are things that are going to happen this coming year, too. Take note.


1

SPRING TRAINING

Through spring training 2016, the Boston Red Sox have played a total of 2,908 preseason exhibition games (they are 1,589–1,281, with 67 ties, the most recent tie being the 4–4 tie against the Pirates on March 30, 2016, in Bradenton).

Here’s a question to kick off the book: Can you cite all the games the Red Sox won in spring training?

OK, we didn’t really expect you to come up with that one. Now, let’s get a little more serious.

  1   First one real test: in 15 seconds or less, can you name the years in which the Red Sox won world championships? (Answer on page 5.)

  2   What was the team name before it was the Boston Red Sox? (Answer on page 5.)

  3   Can you name the first opponent the team ever played? This was in spring training, in April 1901. (Answer on page 6.)

  4   Which of the following locales has never been the spring training home of the team? (Answer on page 6.)

Augusta, Georgia; Macon, Georgia; Little Rock, Arkansas; Hot Springs, Arkansas; Redondo Beach, California; Tampa; San Antonio; New Orleans; Bradenton; Pensacola; Savannah; Sarasota; Medford, Massachusetts; Baltimore; Pleasantville, New Jersey; Scottsdale, Arizona; Winter Haven, Florida; Fort Myers; Lee County, Florida.

  5   Can you name the places outside the United States where the Red Sox have played preseason games? (Answer on page 6.)

  6   While we’re thinking of unusual locales or opponents, can you provide any of the details of the time (this was before Prohibition) when they Red Sox played a temperance society? (Answer on page 8.)

  7   You will have noticed (if you read the answer to the previous question) that the Red Sox played some exhibition games in the middle of the season. What’s up with that? It’s just something teams used to do. They don’t do it anymore. Omitting the situation in 2008, when was the last time the Red Sox played an in-season exhibition game? (Answer on page 9.)

  8   When was the last time the Red Sox played an exhibition game after the season was over? (Answer on page 9.)

  9   What is the largest crowd before which the Red Sox have ever played? (Answer on page 10.)

10   Did the Red Sox ever pitch a perfect game in spring training? (Answer on page 10.)

11   History repeating itself? What do Bobby Sprowl (1978) and Bryce Brentz (2013) have in common? (Answer on page 11.)

12   There was one year a star player for the Red Sox lasted less than one hour at spring training. Who was the player, what was the year, and why did his spring training last less than 60 minutes? (Answer on page 11.)



SPRING TRAINING ANSWERS

  1   Those years are 1903, 1912, 1915, 1916, 1918, 2004, 2007, and 2013. So far. You got them all right? Say, maybe you are a Red Sox fan! But, really, don’t feel bad if you missed a couple. Or had to look them up. You can still be a Red Sox fan. Immediate recall of facts and factoids doesn’t really measure fanhood. You can still cheer for the Sox and root for them to win games, even if your head is not filled with all sorts of minutiae. Memorize every word of this book, though, and you can impress other Red Sox fans with your knowledge. Or else you can just have fun reading the book and marveling at some of the great accomplishments and odd moments throughout Red Sox history—even recent history, given that some of what’s included here happened as recently as 2016.

  2   From its inception in 1901 to December 18, 1907, the team was generally known as the Boston Americans. Some books like to call the earlier team by names such as the Boston Pilgrims, but before you do, see: Bill Nowlin, “The Boston Pilgrims Never Existed,” in The National Pastime, #23, 2003, and a follow-up article “About the Boston Pilgrims,” The National Pastime, #26, 2006. For a good look at the very first year of the franchise, see the SABR book New Century, New Team: The 1901 Boston Americans.

  3   The game took place on April 5, 1901. It was at Charlottesville, Virginia. The score was Boston 13, University of Virginia 0. Six days later, on April 11, the two teams played each other once more. This time, the score was 23–0 in favor of the professionals. Other than some intrasquad games, these were the only two preseason exhibition games played in 1901; thus, Boston concluded its first spring training with an aggregate score of 36–0.

  4   In addition to Charlottesville, every one of the locales listed has at one time or another served as the team’s spring training home, and in the order listed.

  5   The team has played the following exhibition games outside the continental United States:

March 27, 1941 @ Havana, Cuba: Cuban Stars 2, Boston 1

3/28 @ Havana, Cuba: Boston 9, Cincinnati 2

3/29 @ Havana, Cuba: Cincinnati 6, Boston 3

3/30 @ Havana, Cuba: Cincinnati 2, Boston 1

March 9, 1946 @ Havana, Cuba: Washington 10, Boston 9

3/10 @ Havana, Cuba: Boston 7, Washington 3

March 26, 1965 @ Nogales, Mexico: Boston 15, Cleveland 9

March 25, 1966 @ San Juan Puerto Rico: Minnesota 9, Boston 0

3/26 @ San Juan, PR: Minnesota 3, Boston 1

3/27 @ Ponce, PR: Boston 5, Minnesota 1

March 31, 1967 @ Fredriksted, St. Croix, US Virgin Islands: New York Yankees 3, Boston 1

April 1, 1967 @ Charlotte Amalie, St. Thomas, VI: Boston 13, New York Yankees 4

March 20, 1978 @ San Juan, PR: Pittsburgh 5, Boston 4

3/21 @ Bayamon, PR: Boston 5, Pittsburgh 4

March 11, 2000 @ Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic: Houston 4, Boston 3

March 12, 2000 @ Santo Domingo, DR: Houston 3, Boston 2

March 22, 2008 @ Tokyo, Japan: Boston 6, Hanshin Tigers 5

3/23 @ Tokyo, Japan: Boston 9, Yomiuri Giants 2

April 1, 2016 @ Montreal, Quebec: Boston Red Sox 4, Toronto Blue Jays 2 (10 innings)

4/2 @ Montreal, QC: Boston Red Sox 7, Toronto Blue Jays 4

Note: One hundred years earlier, the Red Sox played their first game in Canada, an in-season exhibition game on July 24, 1916, at Toronto. The score was Boston 5, Toronto 5 (tie, 9 innings). In 1921, they played a game in London (Ontario) on August 30 and lost: London Champs 5, Boston 3. Other Canadian exhibition games were August 26, 1930 @ Saint John, New Brunswick: Boston 7, Saint John 5.

1965

6/21 @ Toronto, Ontario: Toronto Maple Leafs (IL) 5, Boston 2

1966

6/20 @ Toronto, ON: Boston 8, International League All-Stars 4

1970

6/8 @ Montreal, QC: Montreal 8, Boston 6

1981

8/8 @ Montreal, QC: Montreal 5, Boston 4

  6   If you can’t, we can. It was on June 20, 1904, at Elmira, New York: despite the actual score being 5–4 Boston after nine innings and both teams scoring six runs after a full 11, the umpire ruled the game a 6–5 win for the Father Mathew Temperance Society. One wonders about the sobriety of the official scorer, who had mistakenly only counted three of Boston’s four runs in the fourth and thus told manager Collins that the score was 5–4 Boston through eight. When the temperance society team scored once in the bottom of the ninth, both teams thought the score tied and so played until the FMTS team scored one more in the 11th. When the mistake was noted, the umpire ruled that since both teams willingly had played 11, the score should be deemed to have been tied before the “winning” run scored. The box score shows a 6–6 final, with the winning score being 6–5. This tidbit from the Bill Nowlin exhibition games database.

  7   It was in 2005, on May 23, in what used to be an annual event at the National Baseball Hall of Fame in Cooperstown, New York. The Detroit Tigers beat the Boston Red Sox, 6–4. Since this was early in the season when the Red Sox were reigning World Champions for the first time since the 1918 World Series, the town was overrun with Red Sox fans. It was quite a spectacle. Pity the poor Tigers fan who turned up, though the final score may have given them a bit of solace. Major-league teams no longer grace Cooperstown for this event.

  8   Yes, strange as it may seem, the team used to engage in some postseason exhibitions, before the days of broadcasting (when the revenues generated make organized baseball want to focus on the actual playoffs and World Series). In the first couple of decades, the team would sometimes play in the other five New England states and occasionally in other places. The last such game was on October 3, 1920, in Thompsonville, Connecticut: Boston 7, Bigelow-Hartford 1.

In 1946, while waiting for the National League pennant to be decided in a best-of-three playoff series against Brooklyn and in order to keep in playing shape, the Red Sox played three games at Fenway Park against a team of All-Stars, including Joe DiMaggio. In the October 1 game, Ted Williams was hit by a pitch on the elbow and left the game. There was some concern he wouldn’t be able to appear in the World Series at all. He played, but was demonstrably subpar throughout. The Sox lost the middle game of the three tune-up games, 4–2.

  9   It’s in this section because it was a spring training game—even though it came after two games of the regular season had been played. The game took place on March 29, 2008, at Los Angeles. The final score was Boston 7, Los Angeles Dodgers 4, played before 115,300 paid at the Los Angeles Coliseum—the largest crowd to ever watch a baseball game, Red Sox or otherwise. Through a scheduling accommodation, the Sox had already played two regular-season games in Tokyo before coming back to the United States and tuning back up again while they got over jetlag. They played three games in LA, one of them the game at the Coliseum.

10   Yes, on March 14, 2000, at Fort Myers. The score was Boston 5, Toronto 0. The only perfect game thrown by the Red Sox in exhibition play was a combined effort of six Red Sox pitchers: Pedro Martinez, Fernando de la Cruz, Dan Smith, Rheal Cormier, Rich Garces, and Rod Beck. After it was over, Beck admitted, “I didn’t find out about it until I turned around to shake the guys’ hands and I looked up and saw it on the board. I saw ‘perfect game’ and I said, ‘Hey, pretty cool.’” Cormier, who’d pitched the seventh, was out in the parking lot talking to his wife when he heard about it. Smith and Garces both confessed they hadn’t known it was a perfecto, either.

11   They both suffered preseason gunshot wounds. Left-hander Bobby Sprowl was shot in the right arm while he slept in his Winter Haven hotel room; the gun was fired by a doctor in the next-door apartment who said he thought he heard prowlers. Sometime in January 2013, Brentz managed to shoot himself in the leg while purportedly cleaning his handgun. The bullet went in one side and came out the other.

12   The player was Ted Williams. The year was 1954. Diving for a ball within an hour of suiting up for spring training, Ted Williams fell and broke his collarbone. He did not return until May 15. Though batting .345 at year’s end, he only had 386 at-bats and lost the title to Bobby Avila (.341), since he was 14 at-bats short of the required 400. Ted walked a league-leading 136 times, however. A change was made, and later batting titles have been awarded based on plate appearances.
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2

OPENING DAY

OK, the team’s warmed up and hopefully worked out most of the kinks, and it’s time to kick off the season.

You win some, you lose some. That’s been true for Red Sox opening days. From 1901 through 2016, counting just the very first game, the team has won 58, lost 59, and had one tie. In three years, though, the team played doubleheaders on Opening Day. The team lost the second game of the 1903 doubleheader, likewise in 1948, and again in 1982. That makes the final total for Opening Day 58–62–1.

Let’s start the questions.

  1   Cy Young was the Opening Day pitcher six years in team history. There are two Red Sox pitchers who started even more Opening Day games. Can you name the two? (Answer on page 17.)

  2   In all of Red Sox history, only three pitchers have won three consecutive Opening Days games. Can you name them? (Answer on page 17.)

  3   It’s one thing to start at your position several years in a row, and rarer than one might think. Imagine playing on Opening Day five years in a row, but at a different position each year. There was a Red Sox player who once did that. Can you name him? (Answer on page 17.)

  4   In the days of the 154-game schedule, teams typically opened the season in mid-April. Times have changed. What is the date of the earliest Opening Day in Red Sox history? (Answer on page 17.)

  5   In 2016, Mookie Betts hit a home run on Opening Day, just as he had done in 2015. David Ortiz hit home runs on Opening Day 2016 and then hit another home run the very next day—and yet he was always known as a slow starter. Who was perhaps the most productive Opening Day batter in team history? (Answer on page 18.)

  6   What was special about Dwight Evans’s Opening Day home run in 1986? (Answer on page 18.)

  7   Four Red Sox players have hit two homers in an Opening Day game. Can you name all four? (Answer on page 18.)

  8   It really would be hard to argue against this choice for a home opener: who hit the most dramatic Opening Day home run in Red Sox history? (Answer on page 19.)

  9   The Red Sox have hosted the Yankees 28 times for home openers, more than any other team. When was the last time the Red Sox lost a home opener to the New York Yankees? (Answer on page 20.)

10   In the 1969 season, something very unusual occurred in the first three games of the season. What was it? (Answer on page 21.)



OPENING DAY ANSWERS

  1   The man with the most Opening Day starts is Roger Clemens with 10 (5–2, with three no-decisions). Pedro pitched seven openers (and was 3–1 with three no-decisions).

  2   Two of them were known for their ability with the bat. The three pitchers are Babe Ruth (1916–18), Wes Ferrell (1935–37), and Pedro Martinez (1998–2000).

  3   It was Jack Rothrock. In 1928, he was the Opening Day shortstop. In 1929, he played center field. He was the starting right fielder in 1930, the team’s third baseman in 1931, and the left fielder in 1932. He played error-free ball all five openers. After the ’32 season, he was traded away. While with the Red Sox, Rothrock played other positions during the regular season. On September 24, 1928, he pitched a hitless inning and on the 29th, he caught one inning just so he could say he had played all nine positions.

  4   We could have added a huge hint. The game was the one played farthest from Fenway. It was March 25, 2008—at the Tokyo Dome in Japan. The Red Sox were reigning world champions. Daisuke Matsuzaka was the starting pitcher. He was the first foreign-born player in American League history to start on Opening Day in his native land. (The first foreign-born pitcher to start a season for Boston was also the first pitcher to ever start for the team: Win Kellum of Waterford, Ontario, in 1901.) In the 2008 game, Brandon Moss homered in the top of the ninth to tie the game, 4–4. It was his first big-league homer. Manny Ramirez doubled in the top of the 10th, driving in two runs and making the difference in the ultimate 6–5 win over Oakland. Manny was named MVP of the game and given a large photocopy machine by sponsor Ricoh.

  5   Try Ted Williams. It seems like he couldn’t wait for the season to get started. “The Kid” batted in 15 Opening Day games, hitting .433 (23-for-53) with 42 total bases and 15 RBIs.
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