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Who is this boy in the window, and what is he doing? He has wonders to show you, if you will let him—fantastical toys, lifelike models, even the secret behind a falling apple. . .


He is not a toy maker or magician, however. He is a scientist, one of the greatest scientists who ever lived. He is Sir Isaac Newton (at least he will be when he grows up). With his playthings, he unlocked the secrets of the universe and set scientists on the path they are still travelling today.


On Christmas morning in 1642, a boy named Isaac Newton was born on a farm in the south of England. His mother’s name was Hannah. His father died before he was born. When Isaac was three, Hannah married another man and asked Isaac’s grandmother to take care of him. Isaac missed his mother and thought that maybe she didn’t love him anymore. He felt angry. Sometimes he even dreamed about killing his mother’s new husband and burning their house to the ground. But nobody noticed Isaac’s angry feelings.


Feeling like nobody cared, he began to spend most of his time alone in his room. He was very quiet, barely speaking to anyone. Almost the only noise he ever made was the banging of hammers and the rasping of saws. Too busy with their own lives to notice, his mother and grandmother didn’t see that Isaac had a very special gift. His hands were very talented, making all sorts of wondrous things from wood. Not only could he make everyday, useful things like tables, chairs and bookcases, but he also made miniature carts and coaches that looked and worked just like the real things.


Listening to the racket this lonely boy made in his room, no one could guess that one day his gift would help him change the world.


Starting school didn’t relieve Isaac’s unhappiness. At seven years old, he was smaller than the other children, who were mean to him. He didn’t like the same things they liked, and he stumbled over his school-work. His schoolmates laughed at him and bullied him, giving him the nickname “Stupid Newton.”
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Models


As a boy, Newton’s favourite pastime was making wooden models. These were his toys.
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Isaac pretended not to care. He spent his time watching the world around him. In nature, he found a better teacher than any he met in the classroom. “Stupid Newton” was learning things his schoolbooks didn’t even mention.
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