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KAPLAN’S GED® TEST BOOK AND ONLINE CENTER

Congratulations on your decision to pursue high school equivalency and thank you for choosing Kaplan for your GED® Test preparation.

You’ve made the right choice in acquiring this book—you’re now armed with a comprehensive GED® Test preparation program that is the result of years of researching the GED® Tests and teaching thousands of students the skills they need to succeed. You have what you need to pass the GED® Tests and score higher; the next step is to make the commitment to your study plan.

Your Kaplan book has changed from having a new edition every two years to an edition number.
It’s still the same great material that has prepared countless students like you that have made
the life-changing decision to pass their General Educational Development Test and move forward
with their career.

The next section will tell you everything you need to know to take advantage of your book and your Online Center.

YOUR BOOK


This book contains a complete study program, including the following:


	Detailed instruction covering the essential concepts for Reasoning through Language Arts, Mathematical Reasoning, Social Studies, and Science

	Time-tested and effective methods and strategies for every question type

	Pretests featuring questions from all sections of the GED® Tests, designed to help you diagnose your strengths and weaknesses

	Hundreds of practice questions, followed by answer explanations

	A timed, full-length Practice Test for each subject



YOUR ONLINE CENTER


Your Kaplan Online Center gives you access to additional instruction and practice materials to reinforce key concepts and sharpen your GED® Test skills. The following list summarizes the resources available to you:


	An additional full-length Practice Test for each subject, so that you can practice the computer-based question formats used on the actual test

	Analysis of your performance on each section of your practice tests, including detailed answer explanations for the computer-based practice test

	Plenty of video lessons featuring Kaplan’s top instructors




GETTING STARTED

Where do I start?

Studying for the GED® Test can be daunting, especially those first few steps on your way toyour GED goal. With your Kaplan material, there are many resources available to you, and it may not be clear where to begin. Don’t worry; we’ll break it down one step at a time. There will be upsand downs on your journey, but if you’re determined to learn from both of them, you’ll soon be overcoming any challenges and mastering the GED®.



  	
Create Your Initial Schedule





Time seems to be the one resource that no one has enough of. There are always competing
demands on your time, so it’s important to set your sights on the goal of passing the GED and allocate the time you need to achieve it. That doesn’t mean scheduling yourself for more study
time than you have! In fact, setting aside regular study time is more important than the total number of hours you spend. If that’s a few hours once a week, so be it. If that’s a half an hour
every day after dinner, that’s great too–just set up a reasonable schedule for you (not too much and not too little) and stick to it.

Schedule empty blocks of time on your calendar for study, practice, and review. It works best
for many people to block out short, frequent periods of study time throughout the week. Check in with yourself frequently to make sure you’re not falling behind in your schedule or forgetting
about any of your resources. If needed, your study schedule can be modified; just make sure you always have regularly occurring time blocks on it.


  	
Register for the Online Center





Register for your Online Study Center using these simple steps:


	Go to https://kaptest.com/moreonline.

	Follow the on-screen instructions for GED®. Please have your book available. You may needto search with this book's ISBN or simply searching for "GED" may work as well.

	Take a few moments to familiarize yourself with the resources—we recommend only about 10 minutes for your first look. You can study them in depth later, but for now, just know what will be available to you for study.



Access to the Online Center is limited to the original owner of this book and is nontransferable. Kaplan is not responsible for providing access to the Online Center to customers who purchase or borrow used copies of this book. Access to the Online Center expires one year after you register.


  	
Take the Diagnostic Pretests and Review Your Results





Be certain to add this to your study schedule now. It’s essential to take the diagnostic Pretests.
Doing so will equip you with the information that you will need to achieve your maximum score.

Even if your schedule requires you to break these Pretests and review into several sittings, prioritize completing them—turn off your cell phone, give the tests your full attention, and learn from your performance.

Once you have finished your Pretests, check your answers starting on page 632. Mark the questions that you got correct and carefully read the answer explanations for every question. The goal of the pretests isn’t to speed through them and expect a perfect score–you’ll work on both timing and mastery as you continue your study.

For each test, make a list of the questions that you got correct and use that list to fill out the Kaplan GED® Test Study Planners that begin on page xviii. You’ll use the results to target areas where you can improve the most. Look for patterns in the questions you answered correctly and incorrectly. Were you stronger in some areas than others? Taking the time to find any patterns will help you target your study time to specific concepts. Most students find themselves needing to work on Math the most and on Science the least, but your path to success is as individualized as you are.



  	
    Fill in Your Study Schedule to Make it a Study Plan.

    Your book and Online Center come with many opportunities to develop and practice the skills that you’ll need on Test Day. Start with the areas of improvement you identified after your Pretest review. Fill in those empty time slots in your study schedule for Study, Practice, and Review and you have a plan for success. Make updates as often as once per week as you work on your plan.

    
      	
        Study, Practice, and Review

        The first empty time slot that you’ll fill in will be **Study and Practice** (methodically working through both the lessons and questions and using the online resources in your Online Center) for areas that you’ve identified as growth opportunities for yourself. Your initial study and practice should focus on mastering the topics (or understanding and being able to do the concepts).

        Also, block out time to **Review** what you’ve learned by checking the answers to practice questions, both shortly after you’ve completed them and again later on. Don’t ignore this step! Some students can mistakenly feel discouraged about missing practice questions, so it’s very important that you do this just for practice. If you learn something from the questions you miss, you become much better prepared for your actual test.

      

    

  





  	
Start to Shift Your Focus.





As you continue with your Study, Practice, and Review, you will begin to feel more and more confident with the skills and methods used to get correct answers. That’s an indicator that your practice should start to shift focus from mastery to timing (completing the questions in a given amount of time).


  	
Work through the Practice Tests






As you make this shift from mastery to timing, there’s no better way to evaluate your growing skills
than by taking a practice test. Take advantage of both the full-length Practice Test available in this book and the one in your Online Center.

As you’ve already learned, review is essential to your study plans. Review your Practice Test results
thoroughly to make sure you are addressing the areas that are most important to your score. Allot
a fair amount of time in your study plans to review the detailed explanations so that you can learn
from your mistakes and review the relevant chapters in the book for additional study.


Looking for more?

If you find that you would like access to more of Kaplan’s instructional content or practice material, look into our GED options available at https://kaptest.com/GED.

Thanks for choosing Kaplan. We wish you the best of luck on your journey to completing your high school equivalency and taking a vital step toward college and career readiness.


GED® TEST OVERVIEW

The GED® Test is a widely used examination that demonstrates high school equivalency as well as college and career readiness. It includes the reading, writing, thinking, and problem-solving skills needed for postsecondary educational programs and for the world of work. This means that your high school equivalency diploma is not an end in itself—it is the springboard to more education, to better-paying jobs, and to more rewarding career paths.

TAKE FOUR SUBTESTS IN FOUR CONTENT AREAS


Reasoning through Language Arts—2.5 hours (one 10-minute break between sections 2 and 3)


	Roughly 50–55 questions

	Includes 1 extended written response to reading passages—up to 45 minutes



Mathematical Reasoning—1 hour, 55 minutes (one 3-minute break between parts to retrieve your calculator)


	Roughly 40–45 questions

	First section—5 questions, no calculator allowed

	Second section—calculator allowed (Texas Instruments TI-30XS MultiView™ calculator)



Social Studies—1 hour, 10 minutes

Science—1.5 hours

You can read detailed information about each test in the four About the Test sections that introduce each content area in this book.

RESPOND TO SIX COMPUTER-BASED QUESTION FORMATS


To test a range of skills, the GED® Test uses a variety of computer-based question formats. You will see examples of each type of question in GED® Computer-Based Testing and in the four About the Test sections. When you take the test, you will use these question formats:


	
Multiple-choice—click to choose from four choices (A through D).

	
Fill-in-the-blank—type a word, a phrase, or numbers in a box.

	
Drag-and-drop—move words, numbers, or objects across the computer screen.

	
Drop-down—select from menus embedded in text on the computer screen.

	
Hot-spot—click on graphics on the computer.

	
Extended Response—compose a well-developed and supported response to passages or graphics or a combination of the two.



READ AND WRITE THROUGHOUT THE TEST


You will read and interpret passages and word problems on all four tests. In addition, two out of four subtests (Reasoning through Language Arts and Science) require that you read a passage or two and compose a response about what you have read.

The type of writing that you will use is called evidence-based writing, which means that you need to cite specific evidence from the readings in your response. This is a key characteristic of the type of writing that is required in workplaces and in educational programs. This book contains special lessons and practice activities to help you write effectively on all three of the subtests.

PERFORM MATH SKILLS THROUGHOUT THE TEST


In addition to the questions on the Mathematical Reasoning Test, math items also appear on the Social Studies Test and the Science Test. Both of those sections of this book have specific instruction and practice activities to help you apply math skills to social studies and science materials.

On all three of these tests, you may use either a handheld or an on-screen version of the Texas Instruments TI-30XS MultiView™ calculator to use with math items. If you wish to use a handheld version of the calculator, you may need to take one with you on test day. You are strongly encouraged to purchase a handheld version of this calculator to use with this study guide. You can buy this calculator at stores that carry office and school supplies and through online vendors. Specific lessons in the Mathematical Reasoning section of this book will help you learn to use this calculator.

CREATE AN ACCOUNT WITH THE TESTING SERVICE®


Once you set it up, your account at https://ged.com will be your entry point to all test activities, including taking a pretest, scheduling testing and retesting (if necessary), viewing score reports, ordering transcripts and your diploma, and investigating your next steps in making the transition to college or to a career.

TAKE THE TEST: UNDERSTAND YOUR SCORE


According to the information available from the test-maker, the following is known about scoring of the GED® Test:


	Scoring is based on the number of points a test-taker earns in each section rather than on the number of questions the test-taker gets correct. Different questions have different point values. For example, questions in which a test-taker is asked to fill in two blanks or choose options from two drop-down menus are worth two points.

	Point values do not correspond to Depth of Knowledge levels.

	The number of questions a test-taker will see on test day may vary from one form of the test to another. What remains the same across different test forms is the number of points on each test. The total number of points available on each test is as follows:

	Reasoning through Language Arts: 65 raw points

	Mathematical Reasoning: 49 raw points

	Social Studies: 44 raw points

	Science: 40 raw points





	The number of points a test-taker earns is translated into a scaled score, on a scale of 100 to 200 for each subject test:

	100–144: below passing

	145–164: passing / high school equivalency

	165–174: GED® College Ready

	175–200: GED® College Ready + Credit







For more detail on passing score standards, visit https://ged.com/about_test/scores/.


	Test-takers must earn a minimum of 145 on each subject test in order to pass overall. It is no longer the case (as it may have been in the past) that a high score on one test can compensate for a below-passing score on another test. If a test-taker scores below 145 on any of the subject tests, the test-taker must retake those subject tests regardless of her performance on other subject tests. It’s important to note that passing scores can vary by state, so be sure to check into the rules set by your state’s department of education.

	We encourage test-takers to take the GED Ready™ Official Practice Tests as a final step before scheduling their actual GED® Test. The GED Ready™ Official Practice Tests are available from the MyGED™ portal. Register at https://ged.com.



For each subject test from Kaplan’s book or website:




	If you got this percentage of questions correct . . .
	then we predict that you are . . .
	Kaplan recommends . . .





	0% to 50%
	unlikely to pass that subject test on Test Day.
	an in-depth review of the subject matter. Be sure to look for commonalities among the questions you got wrong, and study those topics in greater depth. Review the questions you got wrong on the practice tests until you understand how to avoid similar mistakes in the future.



	50% to 65%
	somewhat unlikely to pass that subject on Test Day, but this is still uncertain.
	setting a goal by which you would like to complete a final review of the material. As you do that review, focus on the material you have struggled with the most. Review the questions you got wrong on the practice tests until you understand how to avoid similar mistakes in the future.



	65% to 75%
	moderately likely to pass that subject on Test Day.
	considering scheduling a date to take that subject test. You may want to give yourself a few more days or weeks to do a final comprehensive review of this subject before testing. If you must take all the GED® subject tests at the same time, be sure to review this material once per week as you prepare for the other subject tests.



	75% or higher
	highly likely to pass on Test Day.
	considering scheduling this subject test for the near future. If you do, be sure to do a comprehensive, high-level review of the material and a final brush-up of any concepts you’ve struggled with before Test Day. Also, get yourself ready to test by getting on a regular sleep schedule, keeping yourself healthy, and managing stress. If you must wait before taking the official GED® Test for this subject, review the material once per week until Test Day so that your skills do not rust.






GED® COMPUTER-BASED TESTING

The GED® Test is delivered on a computer. That means that you will need to familiarize yourself with basic computer skills and computer-based question formats in order to succeed on the test.

Before you take the actual test, you can practice computer-based testing functions with the Practice Test available in Kaplan’s Online Center and with the GED® Testing Service’s GED Ready™ Test.

The GED® Test is normally offered at official Pearson VUE Testing Centers. As of May 2020, online testing is available in many U.S. states. You will need need to score “green” on the GED Ready™ practice test within 60 days of taking the online version of the GED® Test. Visit https://ged.com/take-the-ged-test-online for more details.

COMPUTER-BASED TESTING FUNCTIONS AND TOOLS


The GED® Test uses many computer functions, some of which you may already know. It also offers specific tools that you will utilize in different test areas.
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See how much time you have left: Time Remaining shows how much time is left to complete each test.

	
Monitor your progress through each test by viewing the Question Line. You can check how far you have progressed and how many more questions you need to answer. Budget your time carefully to allow for these writing tasks:

	45 minutes for the Extended Response at the end of the first section of the Reasoning through Language Arts Test 

	10 minutes for each of the Short Answer questions that may be interspersed with other questions in the Science Test






	
Click on the Flag for Review if you are unsure of an answer. (You should never leave a question unanswered.) If you click on it, the flag will display in yellow and will be marked on the Review Screen.



At the end of each test, if you have time left, you can use the Review Screen to go back and review questions that you marked.


KAPLAN GED® TEST STUDY PLANNERS

Take the Pretests, starting on page 1. Check your answers in the Pretest Answer Key starting on page 632. Use the results to fill in the charts below so that you can target the areas that need the most work.

REASONING THROUGH LANGUAGE ARTS


Part I: Reading, 20 questions 

Circle the Question Numbers that you answered correctly in the second column. Write the Number Correct in the third column. Compare your “number correct” to the “mastery” number in the fourth column. If you do not have time to review all of the Reading sections, target your study to the Content Areas in which you did not score at the mastery level.




	Content Area
	Question Numbers
	Number Correct
	Mastery/Total





	
Interpreting Nonfiction and Informational Text

Pages 60–83

	
1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 12, 13

	
	
7 out of 9




	
Analyzing Nonfiction and
Informational Text

Pages 84–99

	
8, 9, 10, 11, 14, 15

	
	
4 out of 6




	
Interpreting Fiction

Pages 100–115

	
16, 17, 18, 19, 20

	
	
3 out of 5






Part II: Writing and Language Skills, 18 questions

Circle the Question Numbers that you answered correctly in the second column. Write the Number Correct in the third column. Compare your “number correct” to the “mastery” number in the fourth column. If you do not have time to review all of the Writing and Language sections, target your study to the Content Areas in which you did not score at the mastery level.




	Content Area
	Question Numbers
	Number Correct
	Mastery/Total





	
Writing Effective Sentences and Connecting Ideas

Pages 116–133 and 134–145

	
2, 6, 9, 10, 12, 17

	
	
4 out of 6




	
Polishing Your Writing

Pages 172–181

	
4, 16

	
	
1 out of 2




	
Using Grammar Correctly

Pages 182–197

	
1, 3, 8, 14, 15, 18

	
	
4 out of 6




	
Using Writing Mechanics

Pages 198–211

	
5, 7, 11, 13


	
	
3 out of 4






Part III: Extended Response

Circle the Question Numbers that you answered correctly in the second column. Write the Number Correct in the third column. Compare your “number correct” to the “mastery” number in the fourth column and target your study to the Content Areas in which you did not score at the mastery level.




	Content Area
	Question Numbers
	Number Correct
	Mastery/Total





	
Unpack the Writing Prompt
Pages 146–147

	
1, 2, 3, 4

	
	
3 out of 4




	
Identify a Writer’s Arguments and Assumptions, Develop a Thesis Statement, and Collect Supporting Evidence

Pages 148–153

	
5, 6, 7

	
	
2 out of 3




	
Plan Your Response

Pages 154–157

	
8

	My score is ______ based on the Planning Checklist, page 634.

	
2 out of 3




	
Draft Your Response

Pages 158–163

	
9

	My score is _______ based on the Drafting Checklist, page 635.

	
4 out of 5




	
Revise and Edit Your Response

Pages 164–167

	
10

	My score is _______ based on the Revising and Editing Checklist, page 635.

	
4 out of 6






Mathematical Reasoning

Part I: Quantitative Reasoning, 18 Questions

Circle the Question Numbers that you answered correctly in the second column. Write the Number Correct in the third column. Compare your “number correct” to the “mastery” number in the fourth column. If you do not have time to review all of the Quantitative Reasoning sections, target your study to the Content Areas in which you did not score at the mastery level.




	Content Area
	Question Numbers
	Number Correct
	Mastery/Total





	
Number Sense and Problem Solving

Pages 218–237

	
6, 8, 9, 13

	
	
3 out of 4




	
Decimals and Fractions

Pages 238–259

	
3, 7, 14, 15

	
	
3 out of 4




	
Ratio, Proportion, and Percent

Pages 260–279

	
2, 5, 11, 17 

	
	
3 out of 4




	
Data, Statistics, and Probability

Pages 280–314

	
1, 4, 10, 12, 16, 18

	
	
4 out of 6






Part II: Algebraic Reasoning and Geometry, 22 Questions

Circle the Question Numbers that you answered correctly in the second column. Write the Number Correct in the third column. Compare your “number correct” to the “mastery” number in the fourth column. If you do not have time to review all of the Algebraic Reasoning and Geometry sections, target your study to the Content Areas in which you did not score at the mastery level.




	Content Area
	Question Numbers
	Number Correct
	Mastery/Total





	
Algebra Basics, Expressions, and Polynomials

Pages 316–351

	
1, 2, 3, 8, 10, 13

	
	
5 out of 6




	
Equations, Inequalities, and Functions

Pages 352–387

	
6, 9, 11, 12, 15, 17, 19, 22

	
	
6 out of 8




	
Geometry

Pages 388–412

	
4, 5, 7, 14, 16, 18, 20, 21 

	
	
6 out of 8






Social Studies

Part I: Social Studies Practices, 10 Questions

Circle the Question Numbers that you answered correctly in the second column. Write the Number Correct in the third column. Compare your “number correct” to the “mastery” number in the fourth column. If you do not have time to review all of the Social Studies Practices sections, target your study to the Content Areas in which you did not score at the mastery level.




	Content Area
	Question Numbers
	Number Correct
	Mastery/Total





	
Determine Central Idea and Draw Conclusions, Interpret Words and Ideas, and Analyze Relationships Between Materials

Pages 420–423 and 428–431

	
1, 2 

	
	
2 out of 2




	
Analyze Author’s Purpose and Point of View and Evaluate Author’s Reasoning and Evidence

Pages 424–427

	
3, 4, 5, 6

	
	
3 out of 4




	
Interpret Data and Statistics

Pages 432–433

	
7, 8, 9, 10

	
	
3 out of 4






Part II: Social Studies Content, 25 Questions

Circle the Question Numbers that you answered correctly in the second column. Write the Number Correct in the third column. Compare your “number correct” to the “mastery” number in the fourth column. If you do not have time to review all of the Social Studies Content sections, target your study to the Content Areas that need the most work.




	Content Area
	Question Numbers
	Number Correct
	Mastery/Total





	
U.S. History

Pages 438–451

	
1, 2, 10, 16, 17, 18, 19

	
	
5 out of 7




	
Civics and Government

Pages 452–465

	
4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 20, 21, 22, 23

	
	
7 out of 10




	
Economics

Pages 466–477

	
3, 11, 12, 24

	
	
3 out of 4




	
Geography and the World

Pages 478–493

	
13, 14, 15, 25

	
	
3 out of 4






SCIENCE


Part I: Science Practices, 10 Questions

Circle the Question Numbers that you answered correctly in the second column. Write the Number Correct in the third column. Compare your “number correct” to the “mastery” number in the fourth column. If you do not have time to review all of the Science Practices sections, target your study to the Content Areas in which you did not score at the mastery level.




	Content Area
	Question Numbers
	Number Correct
	Mastery/Total





	
Comprehend Scientific Presentations

Pages 500–501

	
1, 2

	
	
1 out of 2




	
Use the Scientific Method

Pages 502–505

	
3, 4

	
	
2 out of 2




	
Reason with, Express, and Apply Scientific Information

Pages 506–509

	
5, 6, 7, 8

	
	
3 out of 4




	
Use Statistics and Probability

Pages 510–511

	
9, 10

	
	
2 out of 2






Part II: Science Content, 28 Questions

Circle the Question Numbers that you answered correctly in the second column. Write the Number Correct in the third column. Compare your “number correct” to the “mastery” number in the fourth column. If you do not have time to review all of the Science Content sections, target your study to the Content Areas in which you did not score at the mastery level.




	Content Area
	Question Numbers
	Number Correct
	Mastery/Total





	
Life Science

Pages 518–537

	
1, 4, 5, 6, 9, 10, 16, 22, 24, 25, 27, 28

	
	
8 out of 12




	
Earth and Space Science

Pages 538–551

	
2, 8, 12, 13, 14, 15, 26

	
	
5 out of 7




	
Physical Science

Pages 552–567

	
3, 7, 11, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 23

	
	
7 out of 9







GED® PRETESTS

The purpose of these Pretests is to help you decide what you need to study to pass the actual GED® Test. You will use the Pretests along with their answers and the study planners on pages xviii through xxii to determine what course of study works best for you.

These Pretests are specially designed to make your study as efficient as possible. If you want to see what the actual GED® Tests look like, look at the Practice Tests beginning on page 569.

1. Take the following pretests that correspond to the four GED® Test areas.


	
Reasoning through Language Arts, pages 2–17

	Part I: Reading—20 Questions

	Part II: Writing and Language Skills—18 Questions

	Part III: Extended Response





	
Mathematical Reasoning, pages 18–27

	Part I: Quantitative Reasoning—18 Questions

	Part II: Algebraic Reasoning and Geometry—22 Questions





	
Social Studies, pages 28–39 

	Part I: Social Studies Practices—10 Questions

	Part II: Social Studies Content—25 Questions





	
Science, pages 40–52 

	Part I: Science Practices—10 Questions

	Part II: Science Content—28 Questions



Most of the questions are in multiple-choice format; some require writing a short answer or a longer, extended response.



	For the multiple-choice questions, you may fill in the circles next to the correct answers in this book, or you can write your answers on a separate piece of paper.

	You can write short answers on the Science Test and the extended responses on the Reasoning through Language Arts Test on a computer or, if one is not available, on a sheet of paper.
NOTE: Writing your responses on a computer is preferable because you will be composing your responses on a computer when you take the GED® Test. However, if you do not have a computer available when you take these pretests, write your responses on paper so that you can evaluate your writing samples.





2. Check your answers with the Pretest Answers and Explanations that begin on page 632.

3. Fill in the Kaplan GED® Test Study Planners, starting on page xviii. These charts will allow you to target your problem areas so that you can study in the most efficient manner.

4. Use the study planners on pages xviii through xxii to map out your work. Work your way through the book, chapter by chapter. Always review your work using the explanations in the back of the book. Once you have completed your study, take the Practice Tests on pages 569–629.

Reasoning through Language Arts Pretest 
Part I: Reading—20 Questions

Directions: You may fill in the circles next to the correct answers or write your answers on a separate piece of paper.

Questions 1 through 5 refer to the following passage about introverts.

Excerpted from “Don’t Call Introverted Children ‘Shy’”




	1
	Imagine a 2-year-old who greets you



	
	with a huge smile, offering a toy. Now here’s



	
	another child who regards you gravely and



	
	hides behind his parent’s leg. How do you



	
	feel about these two children? If you’re



	
	like most people, you think of the first



	
	child as social and the second as reserved



	
	or . . . “shy.” . . . But this misses what’s



	
	really going on with standoffish kids. Many



	
	were born with a careful, sensitive temperament



	
	that predisposes them to look before



	
	they leap. And this can pay off handsomely



	
	as they grow, in the form of strong academics,



	
	enhanced creativity, and even a unique



	
	brand of leadership and empathy.



	2
	One way to see this temperament more



	
	clearly is to consider how these children



	
	react to stimuli. When these children are at



	
	4 months, if you pop a balloon over their



	
	heads, they holler and pump their arms more



	
	than other babies do. At age 2, they proceed



	
	carefully when they see a . . . toy robot for



	
	the first time. When they’re school age, they



	
	play matching games with more deliberation



	
	than their peers. . . . Notice that none of



	
	these things—popping balloons, toy robots,



	
	matching games—has anything to do with



	
	people. In other words, these kids are not



	
	antisocial. They’re simply sensitive to their



	
	environments.



	3
	But if they’re not antisocial, these kids



	
	are differently social. [Children with this type



	
	of temperament are highly likely to grow up



	
	to be introverted, but s]hyness and introversion



	
	are not the same thing. Shy people fear



	
	negative judgment, while introverts simply



	
	prefer less stimulation. . . .



	4
	Children with an alert, sensitive temperament



	
	also pay close attention to social



	
	cues and moral principles. By age 6, they



	
	cheat and break rules less than other kids



	
	do—even when they believe they won’t be



	
	caught. At 7, they’re more likely than their



	
	peers to be described by parents and caregivers



	
	as empathetic or conscientious. As



	
	adults, introverted leaders have even been



	
	found to deliver better outcomes than extroverts



	
	when managing employees, according



	
	to a recent study by management professor



	
	Adam Grant of the Wharton School of the



	
	University of Pennsylvania, because they



	
	encourage others’ ideas instead of trying to



	
	put their own stamp on things. And they’re



	
	less likely to take dangerous risks. . . .



	5
	But we wouldn’t want to live in a world



	
	composed entirely of cautious introverts. . . .



	
	The two types [introverts and extroverts]



	
	need each other. Many successful ventures



	
	are the result of effective partnerships



	
	between introverts and extroverts. The



	
	famously charismatic Steve Jobs teamed



	
	up with powerhouse introverts at crucial



	
	points in his career at Apple, cofounding the



	
	company with the shy Steve Wozniak and



	
	bequeathing it to its current CEO, the quiet



	
	Tim Cook ...



	6
	The ideal scenario is when those two



	
	toddlers—the one who hands you the toy



	
	with the smile and the other who checks you



	
	out so carefully—grow up to run the world



	
	together.





Reprinted with permission. Susan Cain, Time, January 26, 2012.

1.	Which one of the following best expresses the main idea of the passage?

[image: ] A. Companies should include both introverted and extroverted workers on teams.

[image: ] B. There are advantages to being sensitive and introverted.

[image: ] C. Children who are sensitive are more deliberate when playing a game.

[image: ] D. Introverts simply prefer less stimulation than others do.

2.	According to the passage, children with sensitive temperaments are more likely to be which of the following?

[image: ] A. empathetic

[image: ] B. risk-taking

[image: ] C. antisocial

[image: ] D. noisy

3.	According to the passage, the partnership between Steve Jobs and Steve Wozniak is an example of which of the following?

[image: ] A. the negative consequences of a mixture of different personality types in the workplace

[image: ] B. a successful collaboration between two introverts

[image: ] C. a successful collaboration between an introvert and an extrovert

[image: ] D. a combination of people who should 
“run the world”

4.	Which one of the following is the best summary of the second paragraph?

[image: ] A. Some children respond more dramatically than others to unfamiliar or startling events.

[image: ] B. Observing how children respond to stimuli is the best way to study differ-ent kinds of social behavior.

[image: ] C. Children who are perceived as “shy” are actually more sensitive than other children to stimuli in their environ-ments.

[image: ] D. If sensitivity in a child is not corrected by around age 2, that child will grow up to be an oversensitive adult.

5.	Based on the passage, which one of the following activities would an introvert most likely prefer?

[image: ] A. enjoying a quiet dinner with a handful of friends

[image: ] B. going alone to a club to enjoy loud dance music

[image: ] C. accompanying one friend to a crowded street festival

[image: ] D. participating solo in a sport called 
“extreme ice-slope surfing”

Questions 6 through 10 refer to the following 
information about forklifts and the related 
diagram.

Excerpted from “Forklift Safety Guide” 




	1
	Driving a forklift differs from driving a



	
	car. In a car or truck, the front wheels steer



	
	the vehicle. A forklift has the steering wheels



	
	in the rear. The rear end of the forklift swings



	
	in a circle around the front wheels, which



	
	support most of the load. The operator must



	
	check that there is room for the rear end to



	
	swing when making turns. This clearance



	
	can be maintained in your workplace by permanently



	
	marking aisles with painted lines



	
	or arranging storage racks in a way that creates



	
	obvious aisles for travel. However, these



	
	marked aisles will only be effective if you



	
	keep them clear of stored materials.



	2
	A forklift is not as responsive as a car



	
	when the steering wheel is turned. Rearwheel



	
	steering makes it difficult to stop a



	
	forklift quickly or swerve and still maintain



	
	control. It is important, then, not to drive a



	
	forklift fast or around corners quickly.



	3
	Driving with the load downhill can result



	
	in loss of the load and control of the forklift.



	
	If you drive a forklift on an incline, you must



	
	keep the load on the uphill side. Otherwise,



	
	you may have no weight on the wheels that



	
	steer, and you can lose control! The load



	
	could also fall off or cause the forklift to tip.



	4
	Often a large forklift load obstructs the



	
	driver’s view in one direction. It may be necessary



	
	to travel long distances with the load



	
	to the rear (in reverse for most forklifts). Use



	
	extra caution when traveling in reverse.



	
	






[image: ]

Adapted with permission from the State of Washington, Department of Labor and Industries

6.	According to the passage, which one of the following is an effect of rear-wheel steering on a forklift?

[image: ] A. The front wheels carry most of the load.

[image: ] B. The driver may have some difficulty in controlling the forklift.

[image: ] C. There is a danger that the forklift will tip over.

[image: ] D. The forklift driver may have little visibility.

7.	Which one of the following identifies a pair of things or ideas between which the author draws a contrast?

[image: ] A. driving a forklift and driving a car

[image: ] B. the turning radius of a forklift and the turning radius of a car

[image: ] C. a warehouse with clearly marked aisles and a highway with clearly marked lanes

[image: ] D. driving a forklift in reverse and walking backward

8.	Together, the passage and the graphic support which one of the following conclusions?

[image: ] A. A forklift should never carry a load taller than the forklift itself.

[image: ] B. A forklift should travel backward only when traveling downhill.

[image: ] C. A forklift cannot drive uphill unless it is carrying a load.

[image: ] D. A forklift that is traveling downhill with a heavy load should travel backward.

9.	Which of the following best describes the author’s purpose?

[image: ] A. to inform drivers of cars about the differences between driving a car and driving a forklift

[image: ] B. to warn the general public about the dangers of forklifts

[image: ] C. to explain safe practices to forklift drivers

[image: ] D. to describe the difference between skilled and unskilled forklift drivers

10.	Which of the following best describes the organization of the passage?

[image: ] A. The author lists potential dangers inherent in forklift driving and explains how to avoid them.

[image: ] B. The author states that forklift driving is dangerous and gives examples of forklift accidents to support that idea.

[image: ] C. The author lists the features of forklifts and describes their benefits.

[image: ] D. The author explains the pros and cons 
of forklift driving to present a balanced picture of the value of forklifts.

Questions 11 through 15 refer to the following selections about genetically modified organism 
(GMO) foods.

World Food Prize Goes to Three Biotech Scientists




	1
	The World Food Prize Foundation took



	
	the bold step of awarding this year’s prize to



	
	three pioneers of plant biotechnology whose



	
	work brought the world genetically modified



	
	crops.



	2
	Van Montagu and Chilton independently



	
	developed the technology in the 1980s to



	
	stably transfer foreign genes into plants, a



	
	discovery that set up a race to develop tools



	
	to genetically engineer plants. It allowed



	
	other scientists to incorporate genetic traits



	
	that allow plants to better withstand drought



	
	and extreme heat and to fight off pests and



	
	disease. Fraley was the first to successfully



	
	transfer immunity to specific bacteria into a



	
	plant. Fraley genetically engineered the first



	
	herbicide-resistant soybean in 1996.



	3
	Genetically enhanced crops are grown



	
	on more than 420 million acres in nearly



	
	30 countries by over 17 million farmers



	
	worldwide, the foundation said. More than



	
	90 percent of the users are small, resourcepoor



	
	farmers in developing countries.



	4
	Many U.S. farmers credited genetic



	
	modifications in corn with saving last year’s



	
	crop from all but total devastation, as half of



	
	the nation endured the worst drought in 60



	
	years. Modern corn plants are more stable



	
	and can withstand a wider variety of climate



	
	conditions because of genetically improved



	
	leaves, roots, and reproductive capability.



	5
	Fraley said biotechnology will enable



	
	the farming industry to meet the needs of



	
	a growing global population. “We know we



	
	need from a demand perspective to double



	
	food production around the world in the next



	
	30 years,” he said.





Adapted from David Pitt, “World Food Prize goes to 3 biotech scientists,” Associated Press, June 19, 2013

Dangers of GMO Foods





	1
	The rise in autoimmune diseases,



	
	infertility, gastrointestinal problems, and



	
	chronic diseases may be associated with



	
	the introduction of GMO (genetically modified



	
	organism) foods. In a position paper by



	
	the American Academy of Environmental



	
	Medicine, the authors ask all physicians



	
	to consider the role of GMO foods in the



	
	nation’s health crisis and advise their



	
	patients to avoid all GMO foods whenever



	
	possible. The Academy also recommends



	
	a moratorium on GMO seeds and calls for



	
	immediate independent safety testing and



	
	the labeling of all food items containing



	
	genetically modified products.



	2
	As the reliance on GMO seeds expands



	
	worldwide, concerns about food supply and



	
	safety continue to escalate. Genetically engineered



	
	seeds are identical in structure, and



	
	if a problem affects one particular crop, a



	
	major crop failure can result. For example,



	
	following the recent failure of three GMO



	
	corn crops in three South African provinces,



	
	the Africa Centre for Biosecurity has called



	
	for an investigation and immediate ban of all



	
	GMO food. Corn is a primary source of food



	
	for southern African nations.



	3
	Most GMO seeds are genetically



	
	engineered to be herbicide tolerant and



	
	resistant to insect infestation and disease.



	
	Environmentalists worry that the characteristics



	
	of GMO crops may encourage farmers



	
	to increase their use of herbicides and pesticides,



	
	which will raise human consumption of



	
	dangerous toxins. GMO crops also manufacture



	
	their own pesticides, which puts further



	
	poisons into humans and soil and may cause



	
	unforeseen changes in the environment.





Adapted from Susan Brassard, “Dangers of GMO Foods,” Livestrong.com, September 2, 2010

11.	The author of Passage 1 most likely notes that the majority of GMO crops are cultivated by “small, resource-poor farmers in developing countries” in order to

[image: ] A. highlight how GMO foods can be harmful to struggling farmers

[image: ] B. suggest that GMO foods can be beneficial to struggling farmers

[image: ] C. illustrate how GMO foods can be more expensive for consumers

[image: ] D. explain why GMO crops often fail

12.	Passage 2 is primarily concerned with

[image: ] A. the uses and misuses of GMO foods

[image: ] B. the origin and development of GMO foods

[image: ] C. the unexpected benefits of GMO foods

[image: ] D. the safety and reliability of GMO foods

13.	What can be inferred from the first paragraph of Passage 2?

[image: ] A. American physicians, as a group, are completely unaware of the potential dangers of GMOs.

[image: ] B. The labels of some foods containing GMO ingredients do not indicate that the products contain genetically modified components.

[image: ] C. GMO foods have been proven to cause certain chronic conditions.

[image: ] D. Independent safety testing has been completed for most GMO foods.

14.	The two passages primarily disagree about whether or not

[image: ] A. GMO foods can help support a growing world population

[image: ] B. GMO foods are better able to withstand drought and insect infestation than 
natural foods

[image: ] C. GMO foods are largely a positive development for global food production

[image: ] D. scientists who study GMO foods are worthy of recognition

15.	Passage 2 cites the example of a major crop failure in South Africa to illustrate the dangers of planting with GMO seeds. Which paragraph in Passage 1 offers a counterexample that weakens this position?

[image: ] A. paragraph 1

[image: ] B. paragraph 2

[image: ] C. paragraph 4

[image: ] D. paragraph 5

Questions 16 through 20 refer to the following.

Excerpted from Black Beauty




	1
	The first place that I can well remember



	
	was a large, pleasant meadow with a pond



	
	of clear water in it. Some shady trees leaned



	
	over it, and rushes and water lilies grew at



	
	the deep end. Over the hedge on one side



	
	we looked into a plowed field, and on the



	
	other we looked over a gate at our master’s



	
	house, which stood by the roadside. . . .



	2
	One day, when there was a good deal



	
	of kicking, my mother whinnied to me to



	
	come to her, and then she said:



	3
	“I wish you to pay attention to what I



	
	am going to say to you. The colts who live



	
	here are very good colts, but they are carthorse



	
	colts, and of course they have not



	
	learned manners. You have been well-bred



	
	and well-born; your father has a great name



	
	in these parts, and your grandfather won the



	
	cup two years at the Newmarket races; your



	
	grandmother had the sweetest temper of any



	
	horse I ever knew, and I think you have never



	
	seen me kick or bite. I hope you will grow up



	
	gentle and good, and never learn bad ways;



	
	do your work with a good will, lift your feet



	
	up well when you trot, and never bite or kick



	
	even in play.“



	4
	I have never forgotten my mother’s



	
	advice; I knew she was a wise old horse, and



	
	our master thought a great deal of her. Her



	
	name was Duchess, but he often called her



	
	Pet.



	5
	Our master was a good, kind man. He



	
	gave us good food, good lodging, and kind



	
	words; he spoke as kindly to us as he did to



	
	his little children. We were all fond of him,



	
	and my mother loved him very much. When



	
	she saw him at the gate she would neigh



	
	with joy, and trot up to him. . . . All the horses



	
	would come to him, but I think we were



	
	his favorites. My mother always took him to



	
	the town on a market day in a light gig.



	6
	There was a plowboy, Dick, who sometimes



	
	came into our field to pluck blackberries



	
	from the hedge. When he had eaten all



	
	he wanted, he would have what he called fun



	
	with the colts, throwing stones and sticks at



	
	them to make them gallop. We did not much



	
	mind him, for we could gallop off, but sometimes



	
	a stone would hit and hurt us.



	7
	One day he was at this game, and did



	
	not know that the master was in the next



	
	field, but he was there, watching what was



	
	going on; over the hedge he jumped in a



	
	snap, and catching Dick by the arm, he gave



	
	him such a box on the ear as made him roar



	
	with the pain and surprise. As soon as we



	
	saw the master, we trotted up nearer to see



	
	what went on.





From Black Beauty, by Anna Sewell. Used by permission of Random House, Inc.

16.	Who is the narrator in this passage?

[image: ] A. a servant

[image: ] B. a hired plowboy

[image: ] C. a young horse

[image: ] D. a child

17.	What is the setting of the story?

[image: ] A. a town

[image: ] B. a racetrack

[image: ] C. a forest

[image: ] D. a farm

18.	The narrator’s account of his youth can best be described as

[image: ] A. melancholy

[image: ] B. contented

[image: ] C. regretful

[image: ] D. humorous

19.	The narrator would most likely describe the master in the story as

[image: ] A. affectionate and protective

[image: ] B. arrogant and abusive

[image: ] C. playful and light-hearted

[image: ] D. bold and aggressive

20.	The mother’s speech in paragraph 3 most likely serves to

[image: ] A. correct the narrator for playing too roughly

[image: ] B. assure the narrator he will grow up to win races like his grandfather

[image: ] C. reprimand the narrator for insulting the master

[image: ] D. accuse the narrator of stealing blackberries

Answers and explanations for Reasoning through Language Arts, Part I start on page 632.

Reasoning through Language Arts Pretest 
Part II: Writing and Language Skills—18 Questions

Directions: You may fill in the circles next to the correct answers or write your answers on a separate piece of paper. Some of the questions in this section mimic the GED test’s drop-down menu question format. Wherever the word “Select” appears, choose the option that best completes the passage.

Questions 1 through 6 refer to the following paragraphs.

To: Parents and Guardians
From: Sonia Vasquez, School Nurse

		(1) A student in [image: ] diagnosed with strep throat. (2) Strep throat is a highly contagious disease and a common illness in children. (3) Unlike most sore throats, which are caused by viruses, strep throat is caused by bacteria and is treatable with antibiotics. (4) The time between exposure to the disease and the appearance of symptoms is usually one to three days. (5) To safeguard your child’s health, please take the following precautions. (6) Watch your child for strep [image: ] sore throat, fever, swollen glands, and headache. (7) If your child [image: ]. (8) If a throat culture is positive, treatment can be started. (9) It is extremely important to take all the prescribed medicine until it is gone.

		(10) Children should get immediate treatment for several reasons. (11) For one, treatment reduces spread of the disease. (12) [image: ] prevent rheumatic fever. (13) Treatment also prevents other rare but possibly dangerous complications.

		(14) [image: ] medicine for 24 hours, he or she may return to school. (15) Please call us with any questions or concerns you have.

1.	A student in [image: ] diagnosed with strep throat.

[image: ] A. you’re child’s class has been

[image: ] B. your child’s class have been

[image: ] C. your children’s class has been,

[image: ] D. your child’s class has been

2.	Watch your child for strep [image: ] sore throat, fever, swollen glands, and headache.

[image: ] A. symptoms. Such as

[image: ] B. symptoms, the best known are

[image: ] C. symptoms, such as

[image: ] D. symptoms examples are

3.	If your child [image: ].

[image: ] A. will develop any of these symptoms, take them to the doctor

[image: ] B. develops any of these symptoms, take him or her to the doctor

[image: ] C. will develop any of these symptoms, take him or her to the doctor

[image: ] D. developed any of these symptoms, take them to the doctor

4.	Which revision would improve the effectiveness of the passage?

Begin a new paragraph with

[image: ] A. sentence 3

[image: ] B. sentence 4

[image: ] C. sentence 5

[image: ] D. sentence 6

5.	[image: ] prevent rheumatic fever.

[image: ] A. In addition, antibiotics may

[image: ] B. In addition antibiotics may

[image: ] C. Additionally antibiotics, may

[image: ] D. When taking antibiotics, may

6.	[image: ] medicine for 24 hours, he or she may return to school.

[image: ] A. After the fever is gone and your child has taken

[image: ] B. Your child must have no fever and having taken

[image: ] C. Your child, once having no fever and having taken

[image: ] D. The fever must be gone and once your child is taking

Questions 7 through 12 refer to the following paragraphs.

Compulsive Gambling

(A)

		Most of us can [image: ] with little damage to our finances. In contrast, compulsive gamblers cannot stop even when their behavior [image: ] to ruin their lives.

(B)

		Gambling frequently occupies the thoughts of compulsive gamblers. For instance, they may be reliving past gambling experiences or coming up with schemes to get more money for gambling. Although they may have tried several times to stop gambling, their efforts met with failure. When trying to stop gambling, they feel irritable and restless. They need to gamble with more and more money in order to enjoy [image: ] money increases their desire to gamble. They may even [image: ] to get the funds to continue their habit. Many of them have lost jobs, important relationships, or career opportunities because of their involvement with gambling.

(C)

		Compulsive gambling is like any other addiction. As gamblers lose control over gambling, they lose control over their lives as well. They may become anxious and [image: ] may fail to live up to their obligations, causing others to stop trusting them.

7.	Most of us can [image: ] with little damage to our finances.

[image: ] A. bet on a football game, or buy a lottery ticket

[image: ] B. make bets on football games, or lottery tickets

[image: ] C. bet on a football game or buy a lottery ticket

[image: ] D. place bets on football games, or on lottery tickets

8.	In contrast, compulsive gamblers cannot stop even when their behavior [image: ] to ruin their lives.

[image: ] A. had threatened

[image: ] B. will threaten

[image: ] C. threatens

[image: ] D. having threatened

9.	Which sentence would be most effective if inserted at the beginning of paragraph B?

[image: ] A. Compulsive gamblers have a lot 
of problems.

[image: ] B. Some people engage in compulsive 
gambling.

[image: ] C. Gamblers escape from negative 
emotions.

[image: ] D. Compulsive gamblers display a number of consistent traits.

10.	They need to gamble with more and more money in order to enjoy [image: ] money increases their desire to gamble.

[image: ] A. it. Losing

[image: ] B. it but losing

[image: ] C. it, losing

[image: ] D. it and losing

11.	They may even [image: ] to get the funds to 
continue their habit.

[image: ] A. commit fraud, forgery, or theft

[image: ] B. commit fraud forgery or theft,

[image: ] C. commit fraud or forgery or theft

[image: ] D. commit fraud forgery or theft,

12.	They may become anxious and [image: ] may fail to live up to their obligations, causing others to stop trusting them.

[image: ] A. depressed, or they

[image: ] B. depressed, they

[image: ] C. depressed. And they

[image: ] D. depressed and they

Questions 13 through 18 refer to the following paragraphs.

Choosing a Pet

(A)

		(1) [image: ] just because they see an adorable puppy or kitten. (2) Unhappily, these poor creatures are likely to end up at animal shelters [image: ]. (3) To avoid this outcome, choose your pet wisely. (4) Remember that your pet will become a member of your family and a daily responsibility.

(B)

		(5) [image: ] when selecting a pet. (6) First of all, do you have the time to care for a pet? (7) While some pets require little care, puppies and kittens need to [image: ]. (8) If the animal needs exercise, is your home large enough? (9) Would you enjoy taking your pet outdoors for exercise? (10) Do you think people should get a lot of exercise? (11) Can you afford the costs of food, vaccinations, and health checkups? (12) Does your building allow pets? (13) Finally, if you must leave home for a few days, can you find someone to care for your pet?

(C)

		(14) Once you choose a pet that is appropriate for your lifestyle, bring the animal 
to a veterinarian for examination. (15) You should be able to return the pet [image: ].

13.	[image: ] just because they see an adorable puppy or kitten.

[image: ] A. Being impulsive, people often make buys at Pet Stores

[image: ] B. People often make impulse buys at pet stores

[image: ] C. Often, people buy on impulse at Pet Stores

[image: ] D. It often happens that people buy on impulse at pet stores

14.	Unhappily, these poor creatures are likely to end up at animal shelters [image: ].

[image: ] A. when the owner find out he can’t care for the animals

[image: ] B. the owners having discovered they can’t take care of the animals

[image: ] C. their owners finding out that he can’t care for the animals

[image: ] D. when the owners find they can’t care for the animals

15.	[image: ] when selecting a pet.

[image: ] A. There are several factors to consider

[image: ] B. There is several factors to consider

[image: ] C. There being several factors to consider

[image: ] D. There are several factors considering

16.	While some pets require little care, puppies and kittens need to [image: ].

[image: ] A. be housebroken and to train them

[image: ] B. housebreaking and training

[image: ] C. be housebroken and trained

[image: ] D. be housebroken and training

17.	Which revision should be made to the placement of sentence 10?

[image: ] A. move sentence 10 to the beginning of 
paragraph B

[image: ] B. move sentence 10 to follow sentence 6

[image: ] C. move sentence 10 to the beginning of 
paragraph C

[image: ] D. remove sentence 10

18.	You should be able to return the pet [image: ].

[image: ] A. if the animal was unhealthy

[image: ] B. if the animal were going to be unhealthy

[image: ] C. if the animal will be unhealthy

[image: ] D. if the animal is unhealthy

Answers and explanations for Reasoning through Language Arts, Part II start on page 633.

Reasoning through Language Arts Pretest
Part III: Extended Response

Directions: Read both the selection and the writing prompt and answer the questions that follow.

Questions 1–10 are based on the process of writing a response to a reading selection. 
NOTE: Do not start writing your response until you are asked to do so at question 9.

Identity Theft

		Identity theft happens when someone steals your personal information and uses it without your permission. It’s a serious crime that can wreak havoc on your finances, credit history, and reputation—and can take time, money, and patience to resolve. If identity thieves have your personal information, they can drain your bank account, run up charges on your credit cards, open new utility accounts, or get medical treatment on your health insurance.

		How do identity thieves get your personal financial information? They might go through trash cans and dumpsters, stealing bills and documents that have sensitive information. Or an identity thief might misuse the name of a legitimate business and call or send emails that trick you into revealing personal information. Finally, an identity thief might steal your wallet, purse, backpack, or mail and remove your credit cards, driver’s license, passport, health insurance card, and other items that contain personal information.

		There are three important ways in which you can protect yourself from identity thieves. First, keep your financial papers secure. Lock your financial documents and records in a safe place at home, and lock your wallet or purse in a safe place at work. When you go out, take only the identification and credit and debit cards you need, and leave your Social Security card at home. Shred receipts, credit offers, credit applications, insurance forms, physician statements, checks, bank statements, expired charge cards, and similar documents when you don’t need them any longer. Take outgoing mail to post office collection boxes or the post office, and prompt­ly remove mail that arrives in your mailbox. If you won’t be home for several days, request a vacation hold on your mail. When you order new checks, don’t have them mailed to your home, unless you have a secure mailbox with a lock.

		Second, make sure you know who is getting your personal or financial information. Don’t give out personal information on the phone, through the mail, or over the Internet unless you’ve initiated the contact or know who you’re dealing with. If a company that claims to have an account with you sends an email asking for personal information, don’t click on links in the email. Instead, type the company name into your web browser, go to their site, and contact them through custom­er service. Ask whether the company really sent a request.

		Finally, take steps to protect your online information as well. A “lock” icon on the status bar of your Internet browser means your information will be safe when it’s transmitted. Look for the lock before you send personal or financial information online. Use strong passwords with your laptop, credit, bank, and other accounts. Install anti-virus software, anti-spyware software, and a firewall, and set your preference to update these protections often. Don’t open files, click on links, or download programs sent by strangers.

Adapted from the Federal Trade Commission’s website: www.consumer.ftc.gov.


Writing Prompt

The passage above outlines specific ways in which identity thieves go about stealing financial information from others. Read the passage closely.

Write a response to this passage that analyzes the mistakes that can make people vulnerable to identity theft. Use relevant and specific information from the reading selection to support your response.



Unpack the Writing Prompt

1.	What is the topic of the writing prompt?

_______________________________________

2.	What does the prompt ask you to do?

_______________________________________

3.	What does the prompt tell you that you need to include in the response?

_______________________________________

4.	Are you being asked to give your opinion or to explain something?

_______________________________________

Develop Your Argument, Thesis Statement, and Evidence

5.	What is the writer’s main point about the topic?

_______________________________________

6.	What will be your main point in response to the writing prompt?

_______________________________________

7.	What are three pieces of evidence from the text that you will use to support your point?

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

Plan, Draft, Revise, and Edit Your Response 

8.	On a piece of paper, make a plan for your response.

9.	On a computer or on a piece of paper, write a response to the prompt that includes an introduction, a body, and a conclusion.

10.	On the computer or on the paper, make revisions to improve your response and edit to correct errors in grammar, usage, spelling, capitalization, and punctuation.

The Extended Response Evaluation Guide for Reasoning through Language Arts, Part III starts on page 634.

Mathematical Reasoning Pretest
Part I: Quantitative Reasoning—18 Questions

Directions: You may fill in the circles next to the correct answers or write your answers on a separate piece of paper. You MAY use a calculator.

Questions 1 and 2 refer to the following information and graph.

Video Warehouse has divided the surrounding community into four advertising zones. The graph shows the total number of customers from each zone for a three-week period.

[image: ]

1.	During the three weeks, how many customers came from Zones 3 and 4?

[image: ] A. between 900 and 1,000

[image: ] B. between 1,000 and 1,100

[image: ] C. between 1,100 and 1,200

[image: ] D. between 1,200 and 1,300

2.	Approximately what is the ratio of customers from Zone 1 to customers from Zone 3?

[image: ] A. 3:5

[image: ] B. 3:2

[image: ] C. 2:1

[image: ] D. 1:2

3.	A potter uses [image: ] of a pound of clay to make a bowl. How many bowls could the potter make from 10 pounds of clay?

[image: ] A.   6

[image: ] B.   8

[image: ] C. 16

[image: ] D. 17

4.	Janelle has recently been hired for the job of library assistant. The following graph shows what percent of her time will be spent on each of five tasks each day.

[image: ]

The number of hours that Janelle will spend working at the counter is approximately how many times the number of hours that she will spend processing new books and repairing bindings?

[image: ] A. 2

[image: ] B. 3

[image: ] C. 4

[image: ] D. 6 

5.	Fifteen percent of the workers at Nationwide Industries earn minimum wage. If 24 workers earn minimum wage, how many total workers are there at Nationwide Industries?

[image: ] A.     4

[image: ] B.   36

[image: ] C. 160

[image: ] D. 360

6.	An accountant is going to pay the following four bills: 




	Bill
	Amount





	W
	$27.10



	X
	$261.00



	Y
	$2.80



	Z
	$27.20





The accountant will pay the bills in order from smallest to largest. In what order will he pay them?

[image: ] A. W, X, Z, Y

[image: ] B. X, W, Z, Y

[image: ] C. Y, X, W, Z

[image: ] D. Y, W, Z, X

7.	A jar holds 16 ounces of honey. A cook is going to make two recipes. One of the reci­pes calls for 2.5 ounces of honey, and the other calls for 4.25 ounces of honey. After the cook has made those two recipes, how many ounces of honey will be left in the jar?

[image: ]

[image: ] A.   6.75

[image: ] B.   9.25

[image: ] C. 10.00

[image: ] D. 11.75

8.	All numbers that are evenly divisible by both 6 and 14 are also divisible by which of the following numbers?

[image: ] A.   8

[image: ] B. 12

[image: ] C. 21

[image: ] D. 28

9.	Alice, Kathy, and Sheila work as medical assistants at Valley Clinic. Alice has worked 8 years longer than Kathy. Kathy has worked half as long as Sheila. If Sheila has worked at the company for 10 years, how many years has Alice worked there?

[image: ] A.   5 

[image: ] B.   8

[image: ] C. 10

[image: ] D. 13

Question 10 is based on the spinner below.

[image: ]

10.	The spinner shown in the drawing is divided into eight equal sections. If you spin the spinner one time, what is the probability of NOT getting blue?

[image: ] A. [image: ]

[image: ] B. [image: ]

[image: ] C. [image: ]

[image: ] D. [image: ]

11.	A computer monitor is regularly priced at $320. During a two-day sale, the price was decreased to $240. Which of the following is the percent decrease of the monitor’s price during the sale?

[image: ] A. 25%

[image: ] B. 33%

[image: ] C. 75%

[image: ] D. 80%

12.	For a 10-day period, a bank kept track of the number of new accounts opened each day. The results are shown in the table below. What is the median number of accounts opened per day during this 10-day period?




	
Day

	
Accounts

	
Day

	
Accounts






	
May 7

	6
	May 14
	4



	May 8
	2
	May 15
	8



	May 9
	7
	May 16
	6



	May 10
	5
	May 17
	4



	May 11
	4
	May 18
	7





[image: ] A. 5

[image: ] B. 5.3

[image: ] C. 5.5

[image: ] D. 6

13.	Jim is a salesperson, and his employers expect him to sell at least $12,000 in merchandise per month. In April, Jim sold $2,500 in the first week of the month and twice that much in the second week. How much must he sell in the rest of April combined in order to sell the minimum expected of him? 

[image: ] A.  $4,500

[image: ] B.  $5,500

[image: ] C.  $9,500

[image: ] D. $12,000

14.	Angela likes to use two walking sticks when she goes hiking, but the two walking sticks she has been given recently are different lengths. One is [image: ] feet long, and the other is [image: ] feet long. 

[image: ]

Angela wants to cut the longer stick to match the shorter one. How much should she cut from the longer stick so that the two walking sticks will be the same length?

[image: ] A. [image: ] 

[image: ] B. [image: ]

[image: ] C. [image: ] 

[image: ] D. [image: ] 

Question 15 is based on the following number line.

[image: ]

15.	Which of the following is the decimal point value of the dot on the line above? 

[image: ] A. 3.25

[image: ] B. 3.50

[image: ] C. 3.75

[image: ] D. 4.00

Question 16 is based on the following information and graph.

Marjorie has a class of 35 students, and she tracked their performance on a recent math exam. The graph below represents how their scores were distributed along the range of pos­sible scores, from F to A.

[image: ]

16. Based on the graph, which of the following is a true statement?

[image: ] A. None of Marjorie’s students received an F on the exam.

[image: ] B. Most of Marjorie’s students received either an A or a B on the exam.

[image: ] C. If Marjorie gave the same exam again to another group of students, most of those students would receive a C.

[image: ] D. More students received either an A or a B than received either a D or an F. 

17.	Jason deposits $5,000 in a bank account that will pay him 4 percent simple interest annually. If Jason deposits no more than the initial $5,000, how much money will be in the account at the end of five years? (The formula for simple interest is l = prt or interest = principal × rate × time. Use a decimal to express the interest when using that formula.)

[image: ] A.   $200

[image: ] B. $1,000

[image: ] C. $5,000

[image: ] D. $6,000

18.	A local library shows movies on Thursday evenings. The library administrator has chosen the next six movies he will show, but he 
has not decided in which order to show them. How many possible orderings of the six movies are there? 

[image: ] A.      21

[image: ] B.      36

[image: ] C.    720

[image: ] D. 1,012

Answers and explanations for Mathematical Reasoning, Part I start on page 636.

Mathematical Reasoning Pretest

Below is a formula sheet that appears on the actual GED® Test. You can refer to this page on Part II of this Pretest.

[image: ]

Part II: Algebraic Reasoning and Geometry—22 Questions

Directions: You may fill in the circles next to the correct answers or write your answers on a separate piece of paper. Refer to the formula sheet on page 22 as needed. You MAY use your calculator.

1.	Which point on the number line below represents the value [image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ] A. point A

[image: ] B. point B

[image: ] C. point C

[image: ] D. point D

2.	Evaluate the expression [image: ] when [image: ] and z = -1.

[image: ] A.    45

[image: ] B.    16

[image: ] C.      4

[image: ] D. [image: ]

3.	On April 1 of this year, the high temperature in Northville was 46 degrees Fahrenheit. Then a sudden snowstorm arose, and the tempera­ture dropped sharply to a low of [image: ] degrees Fahrenheit. What was the magnitude of the change in temperature on that day? 

[image: ] A.  54

[image: ] B.  46

[image: ] C.  36

[image: ] D. [image: ]

Question 4 refers to the following drawing.

[image: ]

4.	A tower casts a shadow 11 feet long. The distance from the top of the tower to the end of the shadow is 61 feet. How many feet tall is the tower? (Note: figure not drawn to scale.)

[image: ] A. 50

[image: ] B. 60

[image: ] C. 61

[image: ] D. 72 

Question 5 is based on the following information.

Designer Furnishings sells premade cabinets and cupboards, as shown below.








	
Model

	
Dimensions

(in inches)






	411R
	32 by 22 by 10



	412R
	28 by 36 by 15



	413S
	24 by 72 by 18



	414S
	25 by 24 by 6





5.	Each face of cabinet 413S is in the shape of a rectangle. What is the volume, in cubic feet, of Model 413S?

[image: ] A.  18

[image: ] B.  31

[image: ] C.  36

[image: ] D. 108

6.	Together, Levy and Matthew earn $4,680 per month. Levy earns $520 more per month than Matthew earns. How much does Levy earn per month?

[image: ] A. $2,080

[image: ] B. $2,340

[image: ] C. $2,600

[image: ] D. $4,160

7.	The design for a new cone-shaped closed container is shown below. What is the surface area of this container, in square inches? You can select the correct formula from the formula sheet on page 22.

[image: ]

[image: ] A.   4π

[image: ] B. 12π

[image: ] C. 16π

[image: ] D. 28π

8.	Simplify this polynomial: [image: ]

[image: ] A. [image: ]

[image: ] B. [image: ]

[image: ] C. [image: ]

[image: ] D. [image: ]

9.	A rectangle is drawn on a coordinate grid. Three of its four vertices are located at points [image: ] and (2, − 2) What is the location of the fourth vertex? Mark your answer on the coordinate grid below.

[image: ]

10.	Which of the following expressions is equal to the expression [image: ]

[image: ] A. [image: ]

[image: ] B. [image: ]

[image: ] C. [image: ]

[image: ] D. [image: ]

11.	In the equation [image: ] which of the following values for x will make the equation true?

[image: ] A. [image: ]

[image: ] B. [image: ]

[image: ] C. 3

[image: ] D. 4

12.	An inequality is shown.

12(x − 2) < 24 

Which of the following is the solution to the inequality?

[image: ] A. [image: ]

[image: ] B. [image: ]

[image: ] C. [image: ]

[image: ] D. [image: ]

13.	Scientists estimate that Earth is 4,540,000,000 years old. What is that number expressed in scientific notation? 

[image: ] A. [image: ]

[image: ] B. [image: ]

[image: ] C. [image: ]

[image: ] D. [image: ]

14.	Joe just purchased an oddly shaped piece of property, depicted in the figure below. 

[image: ]

What is the area, in square yards, of Joe’s new property?

[image: ] A. 120

[image: ] B. 134 

[image: ] C. 140 

[image: ] D. 204

15.	The XYZ Company sells hats and will mono­gram them if customers choose. The price for each monogram varies depending on how many hats a customer would like to have monogrammed. The monogram prices for several order sizes are shown below:




	Number of hats to be monogrammed (n)
	Price per monogram (p)





	1
	$5



	2
	$4.50



	3
	$4.00



	4
	$3.50



	5
	$3.00



	6 or more
	$2.50





	Which of the following best expresses the relationship of price per monogram (for all nonnegative values of p) to number of hats monogrammed shown in the table above? 

[image: ] A. [image: ]

[image: ] B. [image: ]

[image: ] C. [image: ]

[image: ] D. [image: ]

16.	A parallelogram has two obtuse angles and two acute angles. If the measure of one of the obtuse angles is 110°, what is the mea­sure, in degrees, of one of the acute angles?

[image: ] A.   10°

[image: ] B.   70°

[image: ] C. 110°

[image: ] D. 240°

Question 17 refers to the following graph.

[image: ]

17.	Line H is the graph of which of the following equations?

[image: ] A. [image: ]

[image: ] B. [image: ]

[image: ] C. [image: ]

[image: ] D. [image: ]

18.	A fountain’s pool is enclosed by a circular plastic tank. The distance from the center of the pool to the wall of the tank is 10 feet. How long is the wall of the tank in feet?

[image: ] A. [image: ]

[image: ] B. [image: ]

[image: ] C. [image: ]

[image: ] D. [image: ]

19.	Line W passes through the following points on the coordinate grid: (0, – 9) and (4, –1). What is the slope of line W?

[image: ] A. [image: ]

[image: ] B. [image: ]

[image: ] C. [image: ]

[image: ] D. 2

20.	Beansey’s Baked Beans, Inc., has developed a new can for its baked beans, shown below:

[image: ]

What is the volume, in cubic centimeters, of the new can?

[image: ] A. [image: ]

[image: ] B. [image: ]

[image: ] C.  [image: ]

[image: ] D. [image: ]

21.	Tina is considering renting a commercial space for her business. The space is shown below. 

[image: ]

What is the area, in square feet, of the 
commercial space?

[image: ] A.   290 

[image: ] B. 2,100

[image: ] C. 2,800

[image: ] D. 4,100

22.	In the system of equations [image: ] and [image: ] solve for both x and y. You may use the coordinate grid below to help with your work.

[image: ]

What is the solution set for x and y?

[image: ] A. [image: ]

[image: ] B. (0, 3)

[image: ] C. (0, 9)

[image: ] D. (2, 5)

Answers and explanations for Mathematical Reasoning, Part II start on page 636.  

Social Studies Pretest 
Part I: Social Studies Practices—10 Questions

Directions: You may fill in the circles next to the correct answers or write your answers on a separate piece of paper. You MAY use your calculator if desired.

Question 1 refers to the following passage.

With the passage of the Fifteenth Amendment in 1870, all African Americans were given the right to vote throughout the United States. However, many Southern states quickly enacted legislative barriers to disenfranchise these new voters. Provisions such as poll taxes, literacy tests, and the grandfather clause prevented many African Americans from exercising their rights. For nearly one hundred years, these restrictions persisted in many Southern states. The civil rights movement, which gained national momentum in the 1950s, sought to address this unequal treatment in voting rights laws. Finally, in 1965, the Voting Rights Act provided for federal oversight of states that had previously raised unfair barriers to African American voting and outlawed discriminatory measures such as poll taxes and literacy tests. Voter participation among African Americans dramatically increased in the following years.

1.	Which of the following describes the author’s main idea?

[image: ] A. The Voting Rights Act of 1965 ended discrimination in all areas of American society.

[image: ] B. The main effect of the Voting Rights 
Act of 1965 was to empower individual states to end discriminatory measures against African American voting.

[image: ] C. The Voting Rights Act of 1965 gave the federal government oversight of state elections to end barriers against African American voting.

[image: ] D. The Fifteenth Amendment did not end racism in Southern states.

Question 2 refers to the following passage.

To address the nation’s financial insolvency after the Revolutionary War, George Washington turned to his secretary of the treasury, Alexander Hamilton. Hamilton proposed creating a national bank, which would help to pay back the nation’s
debt and stabilize the nation’s currency. Immediately, Hamilton faced stiff opposition 
from those who believed in a strict construction of the Constitution; they believed that Congress and the president could only exercise powers specifically written in the Constitution. Because the Constitution did not give the power to create a national bank, Hamilton’s actions would be unconstitutional. In response, Hamilton offered a justification for the constitutionality of his bank based on a loose construction of the Constitution, meaning that Congress could use the Necessary and Proper Clause of the Constitution to stretch its power beyond what was specified in the words of the document. In Washington’s first great test of presidential leadership, he sided with Hamilton and the idea of a national bank.

2.	What is meant by the term “construction” in the passage?

[image: ] A. building

[image: ] B. creation

[image: ] C. interpretation

[image: ] D. structure

Questions 3 and 4 refer to the following passage.

In an attempt to make consumers more aware of the nutritional value of the foods they purchase, the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) is attempting to impose strict new regulations on all food retailers. These regulations would require that the caloric information of each food product be clearly posted on the premises, typically through signs that would be expensive to create and maintain. While these regulations would place a financial burden on all food retailers—an expense that would necessarily be passed on to consumers—the regulations would be particularly devastating to smaller restaurants, grocery stores, and convenience stores that offer fresh food items. To relieve this burden on smaller businesses, Congress has proposed the Common Sense Nutritional Disclosure Act, which would exempt smaller food establishments that primarily sell prepackaged foods from having to post on-site information. Also, under this legislation, restaurants that take most of their orders remotely can post caloric information online.

3.	What is the author’s point of view regarding the FDA’s new food regulations?

[image: ] A. The FDA’s new regulations would place a financial hardship on small food ­retailers.

[image: ] B. The FDA’s new regulations would help consumers choose foods of a higher nutritional value.

[image: ] C. The FDA’s new regulations would have a more severe financial impact on chain restaurants than on smaller food retailers.

[image: ] D. The FDA’s new regulations would give food retailers more diverse options for displaying caloric information.

4.	Which one of the following words points to the author’s viewpoint regarding the FDA’s strict new regulations?

[image: ] A. “aware”

[image: ] B. “strict”

[image: ] C. “devastating”

[image: ] D. “remotely”

Questions 5 and 6 refer to the following paragraph.

It is known that a significant quantity of oil exists within the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge (ANWR) of Alaska. Shockingly, there are many who would have us ignore this incredible resource housed right within our national borders. One commonly cited reason against drilling for oil in the ANWR is that the drilling process would endanger the existence of the porcupine caribou, whose calving grounds encompass much of the region. But science has shown us that as many as 99 percent of all the species that once existed on Earth are now extinct, and the vast majority of these extinctions were not caused by humans. Clearly, then, extinctions are a sad but natural aspect of life on Earth, and we have no reason not to drill in the ANWR.

5.	Which of the following statements is a correct evaluation of the argument?

[image: ] A. The argument is valid, because it relies on scientific evidence that has been shown to be true.

[image: ] B. The argument is valid, because extracting oil would bolster the national economy.

[image: ] C. The argument is invalid, because it confuses correlation with causation.

[image: ] D. The argument is invalid, because it attempts to refute one reason against doing something while ignoring other possible reasons.

6.	Which of the following considerations, if true, best illustrates why the author’s evidence is inadequate?

[image: ] A. Some people depend on the porcupine caribou for food.

[image: ] B. People who call themselves “scientists” often make claims that are very persuasive.

[image: ] C. There is not enough oil in the ANWR to have a measurable impact on global oil prices.

[image: ] D. Extracting oil from the ANWR would 
reduce the foreign trade deficit.

Questions 7 and 8 are based on the following information and map.

After World War II, Germany was split into two nations: democratic West Germany and communist East Germany. West Germany was under the control of the victorious Allies, who formed an alliance called the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). In 1955, NATO decided to allow West Germany to join NATO and to rearm. In response, the U.S.S.R. (that is, the Soviet Union) and a number of 
communist Eastern European countries formed what they called a “Treaty of Friendship, Co-operation, and Mutual Assistance,” commonly referred to as the Warsaw Pact. In the Warsaw Pact, the communist countries agreed to band together if one of them was attacked, and the smaller communist countries agreed to put their military forces under the command of the Soviet Union.

[image: ]

Source: Central Intelligence Agency

7.	Some historians believe that, in forming the Warsaw Pact, the Soviet Union wanted to create a buffer between itself and NATO countries. How does the map support that view?

[image: ] A. The map indicates that many of the World War II Allies joined the Warsaw Pact, but not until the 1960s.

[image: ] B. The map shows that most of the Warsaw Pact countries lay between the Soviet Union and Western countries, including France, West Germany, and Great Britain.

[image: ] C. The map shows that the Warsaw Pact involved the building of a wall between the Soviet Union and Western Europe.

[image: ] D. The map indicates that the Soviet Union was made up of smaller republics on its western border.

8.	The map could be used to dispute which one of the following claims?

[image: ] A. In forming the Warsaw Pact, the Soviet Union greatly increased its access to oceanic coastline.

[image: ] B. In forming the Warsaw Pact, the Soviet Union wished to increase its trade with Africa.

[image: ] C. The Warsaw Pact benefitted Bulgaria and Romania no less than the Soviet Union.

[image: ] D. The Warsaw Pact initially included Albania.

Question 9 refers to the following table and map.




	
Average Yearly Rainfall in 
New England




	
State

	
Avg. Rainfall/Year






	Connecticut
	47 inches



	Maine
	41 inches



	Massachusetts
	45 inches



	New Hampshire
	42 inches



	Rhode Island
	44 inches



	Vermont
	39 inches





Source: netstate.com

[image: ]

9.	What is the average (arithmetic mean) yearly rainfall, in inches, of the three northernmost states in New England?

[image: ] A. [image: ]

[image: ] B. 41

[image: ] C. 42

[image: ] D. [image: ]

Question 10 refers to the following graph.

The graph below shows the percent of people who voted in presidential elections from 1996 to 2012.

[image: ]

10.	Over the period illustrated by the line graph, the rate at which eligible black voters participated in presidential elections

[image: ] A. fluctuated up and down, but ended higher than it began

[image: ] B. steadily increased, surpassing that of white voters in the 2012 elections

[image: ] C. increased sharply in the middle of the time period shown on the graph before dropping back closer to its original level

[image: ] D. was consistently lower than the rates of most other races and ethnic groups

Answers and explanations for Social Studies, Part I start on page 639.

Social Studies Pretest
Part II: Social Studies Content—25 Questions

Directions: You may fill in the circles next to the correct answers or write your answers on a separate piece of paper.

Questions 1 and 2 refer to the following map.

[image: ]

1.	Based on this map, what were the three sides of the triangle in the triangular trade?

[image: ] A. Europe to the West Indies; the West Indies to Africa; Africa to the British colonies

[image: ] B. the West Indies to the British colonies; the British colonies to Africa; Africa to the West Indies

[image: ] C. the West Indies to En­gland; En­gland to the British colonies; the British colonies to Africa

[image: ] D. South America to Africa; Africa to the West Indies; the West Indies to the 
British colonies

2.	Which statement is a conclusion based on the map rather than a supporting detail from the map?

[image: ] A. Cargo ships never had to sail empty on any leg of a profitable triangular journey.

[image: ] B. The journey of Africans from Africa to the Americas was called the Middle Passage.

[image: ] C. Slaves sometimes were transported on cargo ships from the West Indies to the British colonies.

[image: ] D. Rum was shipped from one of the ports on the east coast of North America.



Question 3 refers to the following information.

Several types of U.S. banking institutions and some of their main services are described below.

Federal Reserve Banks control the nation’s mon­etary policy and maintain stability of the banking and financial systems.

Commercial banks accept deposits, make loans, and provide related services to corporations and other businesses.

Retail banks provide savings and checking accounts, mortgages, personal loans, and debit and credit cards to consumers.

Community development banks serve residents and spur economic development in low- to moderate-income areas.

Credit unions provide their members with checking and savings accounts, mortgages, and other services at a lower interest rate than other financial institutions.

3.	At which type of financial institution would the ABC Printing Company be most likely to take out a loan to finance the purchase of a new printing press?

[image: ] A. Federal Reserve Bank

[image: ] B. commercial bank

[image: ] C. retail bank

[image: ] D. community development bank

Questions 4 and 5 refer to the following 
passage.

Somerville has had a long history of corruption. From the 1960s to the 1980s, its mayor, councilors, and tax assessors were involved in a complex network of bribery and favors. The “strong-mayor” system of government is responsible for this corruption; in the history of Massachusetts, all but a single instance of municipal corruption occurred under a strong-mayor government. Because that tainted system is still in place to this day in Somerville, the current mayor must be viewed with strong suspicion.

4.	Which of the following words or phrases is based on the author’s opinion, NOT fact?

[image: ] A. long history

[image: ] B. tainted system

[image: ] C. bribery

[image: ] D. mayors, councilors, and tax assessors

5.	Is the author’s conclusion properly supported by evidence?

[image: ] A. Yes, because the corruption in 
Somerville spreads beyond the office of the mayor.

[image: ] B. Yes, because 20 years of corruption can accurately be called a “long history.”

[image: ] C. No, because there is no mention of criminal investigation or charges.

[image: ] D. No, because no indication is given that the current mayor will behave as past mayors did.

6.	Most Americans believe it is their duty as 
citizens to take part in our system of 
government.

Which of the following actions represents participation in government?

[image: ] A. pursuing higher education

[image: ] B. displaying the American flag

[image: ] C. volunteering at a hospital

[image: ] D. serving on a jury

7.	In many Latin American countries, control passes back and forth between military and civilian rule. Generally, when a civilian government rules, it tries to improve conditions for the nation’s citizens, but these attempts lead to turmoil and civil unrest. In response, the military takes power and imposes strict controls on the populace. Such shifts have taken place in Argentina, Peru, and Chile in recent decades.

Which of the following is highly valued by those who favor military rule?

[image: ] A. social welfare

[image: ] B. freedom

[image: ] C. democ­racy

[image: ] D. law and order

Questions 8 and 9 refer to the following chart.

Presidential Powers in Several Nations




	Constitutional Power
	U.S.A.
	South Africa
	France
	Mexico



	Controls armed forces
	✔
	✔
	✔
	✔



	Approves legislation
	✔
	✔
	✔
	✔



	Appoints executive
branch officials
	✔
	✔
	✔
	✔



	Appoints judges
	✔
	✔
	✔
	✔



	Appoints prime minister
	
	
	✔
	



	Dissolves legislature
	
	
	✔
	





8.	Which of the following is a difference between the powers of the U.S. and French presidents?

[image: ] A. The U.S. president controls the armed forces, and the French president does not.

[image: ] B. The U.S. president approves legislation, and the French president does not.

[image: ] C. The French president has the power to dissolve the legislature, while the U.S. president does not.

[image: ] D. The French president has the power to appoint judges, while the U.S. president does not.

9.	Which of the following statements is a conclusion based on the chart, rather than a detail?

[image: ] A. The president of South Africa cannot dissolve the legislature.

[image: ] B. Of all the presidents shown, the French president has the greatest variety of powers.

[image: ] C. The president of Mexico has the power to appoint judges.

[image: ] D. The U.S. president has the power to approve legislation.

Question 10 refers to the following paragraph.

After the Civil War, southern states passed Jim Crow laws, which kept whites and blacks apart in public places like restaurants, buses, and 
restrooms. In an 1896 case, Plessy v. Ferguson, the U.S. Supreme Court upheld a Louisiana law requiring separate railroad cars for white and black passengers. The Court ruled that it was constitutional to have “separate but equal” facilities for whites and blacks and other minorities. The Court reasoned that “legislation is power­­less to eradicate racial instincts or to abolish 
distinctions.” One justice dissented, saying that the decision was “inconsistent with the personal liberty of citizens, white and black.”

10.	Which of the following statements is an opinion rather than a fact?

[image: ] A. In the late 1800s, many southern states passed Jim Crow laws to keep whites and blacks separate in public places.

[image: ] B. In Louisiana, a law required separate railroad cars for white and black passengers.

[image: ] C. Plessy v. Ferguson was an 1896 
Supreme Court case that challenged the Louisiana law related to segregated railroad cars.

[image: ] D. The U.S. Supreme Court ruling in Plessy v. Ferguson was wrong because it infringed on freedoms guaranteed in the Constitution.

Questions 11 and 12 refer to the following paragraph and chart.

When the U.S. government cannot cover its expenses, it borrows money by selling bonds. It pays back the principal and interest on the bonds over a period of many years. The national debt is the total amount the U.S. government owes at any particular point in time. In 2010, this was about $13.2 trillion.

One way of measuring the national debt is by computing the per capita national debt. The per capita national debt is the total national debt divided by the population of the United States. The graph below shows the per capita national debt every five years from 1990 to 2010.

[image: ]

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census and Statistical Abstract of the United States

11.	Which of the following conclusions is supported by the data in the paragraph and the graph?

[image: ] A. The nation’s debt increased at a faster rate than did the U.S. population during the period shown on the graph.

[image: ] B. Every person in the United States owed an average of $20,000 to the government in the year 2000.

[image: ] C. In 1990, the U.S. government owed every American about $13,000.

[image: ] D. The U.S. government sold about 
$5.7 trillion worth of bonds in 2000.

12.	Which action would enable the 
U.S. government to reduce its debt?

[image: ] A. postpone payment of that debt

[image: ] B. pay interest to foreign investors

[image: ] C. pay interest to U.S. investors

[image: ] D. raise taxes and cut spending

Question 13 refers to the following paragraph.

The ninth-century B.C.E. collapse of the Mayan empire is often attributed to a massive drought. But new geological and archaeological evidence from the Yucatan peninsula in Mexico shows that the Maya engaged in massive deforestation, clearing land for crops and burning the wood to bake bricks for their cities and temples. Modern weather models show that the destruction of 
native vegetation could have contributed to as much as 60 percent of the dry weather that is believed to have ended this civilization.

13.	According to the theory presented in the paragraph, what was the effect of Mayan deforestation of the Yucatan peninsula?

[image: ] A. The Mayans needed more land to grow crops.

[image: ] B. Scientists discovered new evidence in the geological record.

[image: ] C. A drought was significantly worsened due to lack of native vegetation.

[image: ] D. Baking bricks required an enormous amount of wood.

Question 14 refers to the following map.

[image: ]

14.	Which of the following is a conclusion based on the map, rather than a supporting detail from the map?

[image: ] A. The Industrial Revolution took place in Great Britain around the year 1830.

[image: ] B. More than 300,000 ­people lived in Sheffield around 1830.

[image: ] C. Many cities had large populations 
because nearby coal and iron ore 
deposits meant jobs.

[image: ] D. There was a large area with coal 
deposits in southern Wales around 1830.

15.	When a nation follows a policy of appeasement, it makes concessions to an aggressor in order to preserve the peace.

Which of the following is an example of appeasement?

[image: ] A. Italy’s support of Spanish Nationalists in the Spanish Civil War in the late 1930s

[image: ] B. Great Britain’s acceptance of 
Germany’s takeover of Austria and Czechoslovakia in the late 1930s

[image: ] C. Germany’s 1939 invasion of Poland, which started World War II

[image: ] D. Japan’s alliance with Germany and 
Italy in 1940, which created the 
Rome-Berlin-Tokyo Axis

Questions 16 through 18 refer to the following poster.

[image: ]

16.	The person who designed this poster used irony to make a point. Behind this irony was an assumption with which the designer expected viewers to agree.

Which of the following statements summarizes this assumption?

[image: ] A. People will give to the war effort 
because they are doing well economically.

[image: ] B. Financing the war requires selling bonds and raising taxes.

[image: ] C. During wartime, ­people have little money to spend on their sons.

[image: ] D. People value the lives of their children more than they value money.

17.	During which war was this poster part of a government advertising campaign?

[image: ] A. the Civil War

[image: ] B. World War I

[image: ] C. World War II

[image: ] D. the Vietnam War

18.	If the government were running a similar advertising campaign today, which medium would probably reach the most people?

[image: ] A. posters

[image: ] B. leaflets and brochures

[image: ] C. print ads in financial newspapers

[image: ] D. ads on social media

Question 19 refers to the following table.

The Five Most Populous American Colonies, 1750




	Colony
	Population (estimate)



	Massachusetts
	188,000



	Pennsylvania
	119,700



	Connecticut
	111,300



	Maryland
	141,000



	Virginia
	231,000





Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census

19.	Which of the following statements is supported by the data in the chart?

[image: ] A. The population of all of the American colonies was less than 700,000.

[image: ] B. Virginia had more than twice as many ­people as Maryland.

[image: ] C. Most of the population of Mas­sa­chu­setts was of En­glish origin.

[image: ] D. The population of the colony of 
New York was smaller than that of ­Connecticut.

Questions 20 through 22 refer to the following paragraph and flowchart.

The U.S. Civil Service system is designed to ensure that ­people are appointed to government positions because of their skills and abilities rather than because of their polit­ical affiliation. Over 90 percent of federal jobs are covered by civil service rules. The typical steps in applying for a civil service job are shown below.

[image: ]

20.	Which of the following is the best title for the flowchart?

[image: ] A. A History of the Civil Service

[image: ] B. The Qualifications of Civil Service Workers

[image: ] C. Applying for Civil Service Jobs

[image: ] D. Interviewing for a Civil Service Job

21.	What does a civil servant’s GS rating probably affect most?

[image: ] A. salary

[image: ] B. length of service

[image: ] C. job security

[image: ] D. education level

22.	On which of the following values does the structure of the Civil Service system primarily rest?

[image: ] A. patriotism

[image: ] B. equal opportunity

[image: ] C. freedom of speech

[image: ] D. respect for seniority

Questions 23 and 24 refer to the following graphs.

[image: ]

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census

23.	In 2005, what were the approximate interest rate and approximate total mortgage debt outstanding for a conventional mortgage?

[image: ] A. 8 percent and $13,000 billion

[image: ] B. 4 percent and $11,000 billion

[image: ] C. 6 percent and $12,000 billion

[image: ] D. 6 percent and $9,000 billion

24.	Based on the graphs, how do mortgage interest rates and total mortgage debt outstanding compare?

[image: ] A. Interest rates rise in direct proportion to decreases in total mortgage debt outstanding.

[image: ] B. The higher the interest rate, the lower the total mortgage debt outstanding.

[image: ] C. The lower the interest rate, the higher the total mortgage debt outstanding.

[image: ] D. As interest rates rise and then fall, the total mortgage debt will move similarly but not at the same rate.

25.	A culture hearth refers to the center of a culture—the source of its ideas, values, customs, fashions, and practices. An example of an ancient culture hearth was the area along the Nile River in Egypt. The agricultural, economic, social, artistic, and religious ideas and practices that grew up there spread through trade to other areas of the ancient world.

Which of the following is an example of a modern culture hearth with worldwide influence?

[image: ] A. Pyongyang, capital of North Korea, which has a 95 percent literacy rate

[image: ] B. Ottawa, capital of Canada, with a population of about one million

[image: ] C. New Zealand, which exports wool and textiles

[image: ] D. Hollywood, California, which produces movies and television shows, enjoyed around the world

Answers and explanations for Social Studies, Part II start on page 639.

Science Pretest
Part I: Science Practices—10 Questions

Directions: You may fill in the circles next to the correct answers or write your answers on a separate piece of paper.

Questions 1 and 2 refer to the following 
passage.

For many years, scientists believed that all living things depended on sunlight for their energy. For example, human beings derive energy from food. Our food comes either from plants that require sunlight or from animals, which eat plants that require sunlight.

However, in the 1970s scientists discovered hot springs, called hydrothermal vents, in the ocean floor. These vents are miles below the surface of the ocean, far beyond the reach of sunlight. Yet these vents are surrounded by fascinating life forms, including giant red tube worms, eyeless shrimp, hairy-looking crabs, and communities of bacteria that grow like carpets on the ocean floor.

Those bacteria feed on minerals, like sulfur, that flow upward through the vents. The bacteria use a process called chemosynthesis to turn the minerals into nutrition. The bacteria, in turn, are eaten by many of the animals that live near the vents. Thus, those animals take in a source of energy that does not derive from sunlight.

1.	Which of the following would be a good title for this passage?

[image: ] A. “The Advantages and Disadvantages of Life Near Hydrothermal Vents”

[image: ] B. “Hydrothermal Vents: A Potential Fuel Source for Our Energy-Hungry Economy”

[image: ] C. “Hydrothermal Vents Suggest That Not All Life Is Solar-Powered”

[image: ] D. “Major 20th-Century Advances in Oceanography”

2.	Which of the following is a detail that supports the main idea of the passage?

[image: ] A. Many scientists believe that all living creatures depend on sunlight for their energy.

[image: ] B. Hydrothermal vents were not discovered until the 1970s.

[image: ] C. The hairy-looking crabs are covered in structures that enable them to catch tiny particles of food.

[image: ] D. No sunlight penetrates to the world of hydrothermal ocean vents.

Questions 3 and 4 refer to the following 
passage.

In a radioactive element like uranium, atoms give off some of their particles. In the 19th century, chemist Marie Curie discovered that the radioactivity of a compound depends on the amount of a radioactive element it contains.

Then Curie noticed something strange. Pitchblende, a compound that contains radioactive uranium, gives off more radiation than pure uranium. Curie wondered why that would be the case. She guessed that pitchblende might contain another element that was even more radioactive than uranium.

To find out, Curie and her husband isolated 
the elements that make up pitchblende. After isolating each element, they measured its radioactivity. As a result of this process, the Curies discovered that pitchblende contains a highly radioactive element, which no one had identified before. They named their discovery polonium.

3.	Which of the following restates Marie Curie’s hypothesis about pitchblende?

[image: ] A. Pitchblende contains uranium.

[image: ] B. Uranium interacts with the nonradioactive elements in pitchblende to increase its radioactivity.

[image: ] C. Polonium was discovered by the Curies as a result of their experiment.

[image: ] D. Pitchblende contains an element that is more radioactive than uranium.

4.	Which of the following is a reasonable conclusion based on Curie’s experiment?

[image: ] A. Pitchblende is more radioactive than pure uranium because it contains 
polonium.

[image: ] B. Polonium is only one of many reasons why pitchblende is more radioactive than pure uranium.

[image: ] C. Marie Curie would become famous.

[image: ] D. The Curies were not the first physicists to isolate polonium.

Questions 5 and 6 refer to the following 
passage.

The ozone layer is a part of the upper atmosphere with high concentrations of ozone, a form of oxygen. The ozone layer absorbs between 
97 percent and 99 percent of the sun’s medium-frequency ultraviolet light, which can cause skin damage and even skin cancers. For this reason, depletion of the ozone layer is a potentially global health risk. The ozone layer has been decreasing in thickness for decades due to atmospheric pollution. In particular, chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs), used in aerosol sprays and refrigerators, were so harmful to the ozone layer that a global ban was implemented in 1994, and production had almost entirely ceased by 2004. However, this ban was not effective; the hole in the ozone layer that appeared over Antarctica reached its largest recorded size in 2006.

5.	Which evidence from the passage supports the conclusion that CFCs remain in the atmosphere for some time after their use?

[image: ] A. The ozone layer started thinning 
decades ago.

[image: ] B. The hole in the ozone layer reached its largest size after CFCs were banned from production and use.

[image: ] C. CFCs are used both in aerosols and as refrigerants.

[image: ] D. CFCs absorb medium-frequency ultraviolet light.

6.	Which of the following additional pieces of evidence would best counter the author’s opinion that the ban on CFCs was NOT ­effective?

[image: ] A. The ozone hole is not literally a hole but rather an area in which the ozone layer is depleted by more than 50 percent.

[image: ] B. While the ozone layer continues to thin, it is thinning at a rate much lower than it has in the past.

[image: ] C. Skin cancer rates near the equator, 
far from Antarctica, have not changed s­ignificantly since 1994.

[image: ] D. The CFC ban contains a few extremely narrow exceptions for uses where no ­suitable replacement exists, such as in fire-suppression systems on airplanes.

Questions 7 and 8 refer to the following text.

Adenosine triphosphate (ATP) is one of the most important chemicals for the function of the cells of all known living organisms. It stores and transports energy within and between cells. When a cell needs to use this energy, a chemical reaction releases it. Adenosine triphosphate and water can combine to remove either a phosphate (Pi) or pyrophosphate (PPi) from the ATP, leaving adenosine diphosphate (ADP) or adenosine monophosphate (AMP), respectively.

[image: ]

7.	Which answer choice describes the process in the equation [image: ]

[image: ] A. Adenosine triphosphate is transported from one part of a cell to another.

[image: ] B. Adenosine triphosphate is broken down into adenosine monophosphate and a pyrophosphate, releasing energy.

[image: ] C. Adenosine monophosphate is broken down into water and a pyrophosphate, releasing energy.

[image: ] D. Adenosine monophosphate stores 
energy, which is transported to another cell.

8.	Which of the following chemicals plays a role most similar to that of ATP?

[image: ] A. Lactase, which breaks down the lactose sugar found in milk for easier 
digestion

[image: ] B. DNA, which is found in the nucleus of every cell and contains instructions for the cell to manufacture proteins

[image: ] C. Hemoglobin, which allows red blood cells to carry oxygen

[image: ] D. Glycogen, which stores sugars that 
can be broken off in differing amounts when the body needs energy

Question 9 refers to the following information and table.

[image: ]

9.	An equal number of seeds are produced from each of two pairs of flowers. One pair is a purebred pink plant with dominant pink genes (P) and a purebred white plant with recessive white genes (p). The other pair is made up of two hybrid plants, which are pink. The Punnett squares above show all possible combinations of alleles for the two pairs. If a seed is selected at random from the offspring of those two pairs, what is the probability that the selected seed will grow to be white?

[image: ] A. [image: ]

[image: ] B. [image: ]

[image: ] C. [image: ]

[image: ] D. [image: ]

Question 10 refers to the following graph.

[image: ]

10.	A ball was dropped onto a surface from different heights, and the height of the first bounce of each drop was recorded. The graph above illustrates the initial heights and bounce heights of the six trials in the experiment. What was the average (arithmetic mean) difference between the drop height and the first bounce height, in feet?

[image: ] A. [image: ]

[image: ] B. [image: ]

[image: ] C. 8

[image: ] D. 21

Answers and explanations for Science, Part I start on page 641.

Science Pretest 
Part II: Science Content—28 Questions

Directions: You may fill in the circles next to the correct answers or write your answers on a separate piece of paper.

Question 1 refers to the following paragraph and diagram.

A neuron is the basic functional unit of the ner­vous system. Neurons transmit information throughout the body.

[image: ]

1.	Which of the following is implied by the paragraph and the diagram?

[image: ] A. Neurons are part of the endocrine 
system.

[image: ] B. Oxygen is carried throughout the body by neurons.

[image: ] C. Neurons transmit instructions regarding movement to muscles.

[image: ] D. Nerve impulses travel from the axon to the cell body.

2.	A comet is a small body made of ice and dust that orbits the sun in an elliptical, or oval, path. As the comet approaches the 
sun, its core heats up, releasing gas and dust. The gas and dust stream away from 
the comet in a tail that may be millions of miles long. Some scientists believe that comets formed when the solar system was born.

Based on the paragraph, which of the following statements is an opinion rather than a fact?

[image: ] A. Comets are small bodies of ice and dust.

[image: ] B. The orbit of a comet has an elliptical shape.

[image: ] C. Comets release gas and dust as they approach the sun.

[image: ] D. Comets formed when the solar system was born.

3.	In a photochemical reaction, light starts the reaction. Light can start a chemical reaction by exciting atoms and molecules, making them unstable and more likely to react with other atoms and molecules.

Which of the following is an example of a photochemical reaction?

[image: ] A. polymerization, in which long-chain 
organic compounds are formed from repeating units called monomers

[image: ] B. fractional distillation, in which various petroleum products are separated out of crude oil

[image: ] C. neutralization, in which an acid and a base react to form a salt and water

[image: ] D. photosynthesis, in which green plants use the energy from sunlight to make carbohydrates from water and carbon dioxide

Questions 4 through 6 refer to the following chart.

Some Glands of the Endocrine System




	Endocrine Gland
	Hormone
	Function



	Pituitary gland
	Growth hormone
	Promotes bone and muscle growth



	Ovary
	Estrogen
	Stimulates development of female secondary sexual characteristics



	Testis
	Testosterone
	Stimulates development of male secondary sexual characteristics



	
	
	



	Adrenal gland
	Adrenaline
	Increases heart activity, breathing rate, and blood flow to muscles for “fight or flight”



	Thyroid
	Thyroxine
	Regulates metabolism and growth



	Pancreas
	Insulin
	Regulates blood sugar levels





4.	What is the function of the hormone 
thyroxine?

[image: ] A. It controls female secondary sexual ­characteristics.

[image: ] B. It controls male secondary sexual ­characteristics.

[image: ] C. It speeds up the pulse and breathing rate for “fight or flight.”

[image: ] D. It helps control metabolism and growth.

5.	People who have one form of the disease diabetes mellitus do not produce enough insulin. Based on the chart, what is the general effect of this disease?

[image: ] A. stunted growth

[image: ] B. excess growth

[image: ] C. overproduction of estrogen

[image: ] D. uncontrolled blood sugar levels

6.	Paul, a child who was not growing as rapidly as he should, was given growth hormone to stimulate his growth. Paul anticipated that the hormone would enable him to reach an adult height of over six feet, even though his parents are both below average height. In fact, Paul’s adult height was 5 feet 7 inches.

What was wrong with Paul’s thinking?

[image: ] A. Growth hormone is only one of several factors that determine a person’s adult height.

[image: ] B. Growth hormone, when administered as a drug, does not affect a person’s height.

[image: ] C. In order to grow to over six feet tall, Paul would have had to take insulin, too.

[image: ] D. In order to grow to over six feet tall, Paul would have had to take testosterone, too.

7.	An emulsion is a mixture of two liquids whose particles are evenly scattered in one another without dissolving. Emulsions are unstable. After a time, the liquids separate.

Which of the following is an emulsion?

[image: ] A. tea with sugar

[image: ] B. salt water

[image: ] C. oil and vinegar salad dressing

[image: ] D. food coloring and water

8.	Earth science includes the study of Earth’s atmosphere—the layer of gases that surrounds Earth—and Earth’s hydrosphere—the oceans, rivers, lakes, and groundwater.

Which of the following scientists would be most likely to apply knowledge from a study of both the atmosphere and hydrosphere to his or her work?

[image: ] A. a geologist who studies volcanoes and mountain formation

[image: ] B. an astronomer who studies the planets of the solar system

[image: ] C. a meteorologist who studies weather ­patterns and predicts weather

[image: ] D. an ecologist who studies the distribution of populations of organisms

Question 9 refers to the following chart.

Organisms in a Food Chain




	Role
	Description



	Producer
	A green plant, which produces its own food
using energy from sunlight



	Herbivore
	An animal that gets nutrients by eating
plants



	Carnivore
	An animal that gets nutrients by eating
other animals



	Omnivore
	An animal that gets nutrients by eating
both plants and animals



	Decomposer
	An organism that gets nutrients from
feeding on dead organisms and returns
nutrients to the soil in the process





9.	Earthworms break down large pieces of dead organic material in the soil. What role do earthworms play in the food chain?

[image: ] A. They are producers.

[image: ] B. They are herbivores.

[image: ] C. They are carnivores.

[image: ] D. They are decomposers.

Question 10 refers to the following graph.

[image: ]

10.	Suppose a child’s diet usually includes two servings of cheese, four servings of milk, one serving of ice cream or frozen yogurt, one serving of ground beef, and a croissant or bagel every day.

If the child’s parent wanted to decrease the amount of saturated fat in the child’s daily diet, which of the following actions would be most effective?

[image: ] A. switch from regular to low-fat cheddar

[image: ] B. switch from whole milk to 1 percent milk

[image: ] C. switch from frozen yogurt to ice cream

[image: ] D. switch from regular to extra lean ground beef

11.	Torque is the ability of a force to produce rotation. The torque of any force is equal to the amount of the force multiplied by the distance from the pivot point to the point where the force is applied. For example, when you go through a revolving door, you are apply­ing force as you push. The torque of your force is equal to the force you apply times the distance between your hand and the axis of the revolving door.

Which of the following actions would decrease torque as you go through a revolving door?

[image: ] A. moving your hand closer to the center of the revolving door

[image: ] B. moving your hand closer to the outer edge of the revolving door

[image: ] C. pushing with two hands rather than one hand

[image: ] D. leaning toward the door as you push to increase your force

Question 12 refers to the following graph.

[image: ]

12.	Of the four energy sources shown, which two are the most similar in the proportion of energy they supply in the United States?

[image: ] A. coal/peat and natural gas

[image: ] B. natural gas and nuclear fuels

[image: ] C. nuclear fuels and liquid fuels

[image: ] D. liquid fuels and natural gas

Question 13 refers to the following paragraph and map.

In 1620, the eastern half of the United States was covered by virgin forest—forest that had never been cut down. Many parts of this region today are covered by second-growth forest—the ecosystem that eventually grows back after farmland is abandoned.

[image: ]

13.	Which of the following conclusions is supported by the paragraph and the map?

[image: ] A. The western half of the United States had far less forest cover in 1620 than did the eastern half.

[image: ] B. As European Americans moved from the East Coast westward between 1620 and 1850, they cut down forests to build farms.

[image: ] C. A number of relatively large areas of ­virgin forest remain in the eastern half of the United States today.

[image: ] D. Today’s second-growth forests in 
the eastern United States have fewer species of plants and animals than the virgin forest did.

Questions 14 and 15 refer to the following information and diagram.

The seasons occur because the axis of Earth is tilted. At different times of year, differ­ent parts of Earth get more hours of higher-intensity sunlight. As the diagram shows, summer begins in the Southern Hemisphere on December 21, when that hemisphere is tilted toward the sun.

[image: ]

14.	Which portion of Earth is tilted toward the sun on June 21?

[image: ] A. the Southern Hemisphere

[image: ] B. the Northern Hemisphere

[image: ] C. the axis

[image: ] D. the equator

15.	Which of the following statements is supported by the information in the diagram?

[image: ] A. Earth rotates once around its axis each and every day.

[image: ] B. When it is summer in the Northern Hemisphere, it is summer in the Southern Hemisphere.

[image: ] C. On March 21, the Northern Hemisphere is tilted toward the sun.

[image: ] D. On the first day of spring and fall, neither the Northern Hemisphere nor the Southern Hemisphere is tilted toward the sun.

16.	Ecologists use a tool called a quadrat when doing field studies of plant distribution. A quadrat is an open, four-sided structure about a meter square. It is placed on the ground, whether in a meadow, on a hillside, or at the beach. The ecologist then counts the plants of different species inside the quadrat. By using a quadrat, an ecologist can get a more accurate understanding of species distribution than by doing a random count.

Which of the following statements can be inferred from the given facts?

[image: ] A. A quadrat is a tool used by ecologists.

[image: ] B. A quadrat is a frame about a meter square.

[image: ] C. To use a quadrat, the ecologist places it on the ground.

[image: ] D. A quadrat makes plant distribution estimates more reliable.

17.	According to Charles’s Law, when the pressure of a gas remains constant, the volume of a quantity of gas varies directly with the temperature. In other words, as the temperature of a gas rises, the volume of the gas increases.

Which of the following graphs illustrates Charles’s Law?

[image: ] A. [image: ]

[image: ] B. [image: ]

[image: ] C. [image: ]

[image: ] D. [image: ]

18.	At the beginning of the twentieth century, only three subatomic particles were known: protons, neutrons, and electrons. In the last half of the century, dozens of new particles were discovered using new technology. Machines called particle accelerators push particles to tremendous speeds. When two particles collide at high speed, they annihilate each other and new particles are formed.

Which of the following is NOT stated in the passage?

[image: ] A. Protons, neutrons, and electrons are subatomic particles.

[image: ] B. Atoms are composed of subatomic particles.

[image: ] C. In particle accelerators, particles are pushed to very high speeds.

[image: ] D. Particles that collide at high speed 
annihilate each other, forming new particles.

19.	Density is the amount of matter, or mass, in a given volume of a substance. To find the density of an object, you divide its mass by its volume. A student wanted to find the density of a 3-cm cube of lead. First, she used a scale to find the mass of the cube. Next, she calculated the volume by multiplying [image: ] . Finally, she divided the volume by the mass to find the density of the lead cube.

Why was the density the student calculated inaccurate?

[image: ] A. A scale cannot be used for finding mass.

[image: ] B. Multiplying three sides of the cube will not give the cube’s volume.

[image: ] C. The student should have found the volume first.

[image: ] D. The student should have divided the mass by the volume.

Questions 20 and 21 refer to the following information and diagram.

When the U.S. Mint had to design a new dollar coin to replace the old Susan B. Anthony 
dollar, it faced a problem. It wanted to design 
an appealing, distinctive golden-color coin 
that vending machines would recognize as 
an Anthony dollar, which looks like a quarter. Vending machines identify coins by their weight, size, and electromagnetic signature. They test 
a coin by passing an electric current through 
it and measuring the resulting magnetic field. Thus, the new Sacagawea dollar coin had to be similar to the Anthony dollar in size, weight, and electromagnetic signature.

Size and weight were easy to imitate, but the electromagnetic signature was not. The Anthony dollar had a copper core covered by a silver-­colored copper-nickel alloy. All the golden alloy sample coins had three times as much electrical conductivity as the Anthony dollar. Vending machines did not recognize them. Finally, 
metallurgists came up with the idea of adding manganese, which has low conductivity, to zinc and copper. The result was a coin consisting of 77 percent copper, 12 percent zinc, 7 percent manganese, and 4 percent nickel. The pure 
copper core was covered with a golden alloy of manganese, zinc, copper, and nickel. This golden coin has electromagnetic properties similar to those of the Anthony dollar, so it is recognized by U.S. vending machines.

20.	It can be inferred from the passage above that an alloy is

[image: ] A. a magnetic material

[image: ] B. a material that stops electricity

[image: ] C. a mixture of metals

[image: ] D. the core of a coin

21.	The U.S. Mint could have solved its technical problems with the Sacagawea dollar by making it out of the same metals as the Anthony dollar. Why did the people at the Mint decide against this?

[image: ] A. The metals in the Anthony alloy were too rare and expensive to use in the new coin.

[image: ] B. Like nickels, dimes, and quarters, the Anthony dollar was silver-colored and therefore not distinctive.

[image: ] C. The electromagnetic signature of the Anthony coin was not recognized by vending machines.

[image: ] D. The size and weight of the Anthony coin made it impractical for use in vending machines.

Question 22 refers to the following chart.

Types of Plants




	Type
	Characteristics



	Annual
	Completes life cycle in one growing
season



	Biennial
	Completes life cycle in two growing
seasons; flowers during second year



	Perennial
	Lives for years and flowers each year



	Tender
	Sensitive to cold (can be annual,
biennial, or perennial)



	Hardy
	Can withstand frosts (can be annual, biennial, or perennial)





22.	Marion has little interest in or time for gardening, yet she would like to have flowers in her front yard. Which of the following types of plants would probably give her the most flowers for the least effort?

[image: ] A. annuals

[image: ] B. biennials

[image: ] C. tender plants

[image: ] D. hardy perennials

Question 23 refers to the following information and diagram.

How a Reflecting Telescope Works

[image: ]

23.	If the flat mirror were removed from this telescope, what would happen as a result?

[image: ] A. Light rays would not enter the telescope.

[image: ] B. Light rays would not reflect off the curved mirror.

[image: ] C. A viewer could not see anything through the telescope.

[image: ] D. A viewer could see only objects that were in focus.

24.	The discovery of a new drug was once 
largely the result of trial and error, laboratory experiments, and clinical trials. Although these methods are still used, computer science is being applied to the drug discovery process to refine it and speed it up. For example, computers can analyze genetic material to locate genes that may hold promise in the development of new drugs. Computers can analyze data generated by lab experiments. Computer simulations can even help predict how a particular drug will work under specific circumstances.

What is the main reason that computers are now being used in the drug discovery ­process?

[image: ] A. They enable scientists to abandon trial-and-error methods.

[image: ] B. They help scientists analyze large amounts of data in a systematic way.

[image: ] C. They have made laboratory experiments unnecessary.

[image: ] D. They have made clinical trials unnecessary.

25.	People planning to visit tropical countries may need to be vaccinated against disease. For example, two to four weeks before a trip, travelers should be vaccinated against typhoid fever. The vaccine is 50 to
80 percent effective. Additional precautions against typhoid fever include avoiding food and water that may be dirty.

If a traveler is vaccinated against typhoid fever two to four weeks before a brief trip to the tropics, which of the following best explains why he or she should take extra precautions against contracting the disease?

[image: ] A. The typhoid fever vaccination is effective for only a few months.

[image: ] B. The typhoid fever vaccination is only 50 to 80 percent effective.

[image: ] C. The typhoid fever vaccination can cause soreness, fever, and headache.

[image: ] D. Typhoid fever spreads only through air and water.

26.	The moon cycles through eight phases in 29.53 days.

[image: ]

Which statement correctly describes the phases of the moon as seen from Earth?

[image: ] A. The phases of the moon are caused by the shadow of the Earth falling on the moon.

[image: ] B.	When the moon-Earth-sun angle is 90 degrees, the moon is in the waxing crescent moon phase.

[image: ] C.	When the moon appears, from Earth, to be 50% illuminated, it is in the waning gibbous phase.

[image: ] D.	The full moon appears when the moon and the sun are on opposite sides of the Earth, such that sunlight strikes the moon at a 180° angle.

27.	Hemodialysis is a type of dialysis treatment for kidney failure. Over the course of four weeks, patients with kidney failure received either hemodialysis with glucose added to the dialysis fluid or hemodialysis without glucose added. The patients’ blood pressures were measured at the end of each week.

Which of the following correctly identifies the independent and dependent variables?

[image: ] A.	The independent variable is kidney health, and the dependent variable is glucose concentration of dialysis fluid.

[image: ] B.	The independent variable is kidney health, and the dependent variable is blood pressure.

[image: ] C.	The independent variable is glucose concentration of the dialysis fluid, and the dependent variable is blood 
pressure.

[image: ] D.	The independent variable is blood pressure, and the dependent variable is glucose concentration of the dialysis fluid.

28.	Electrostatic force is the force between two charged objects, such that unlike charges attract and like charges repel. Adenosine triphosphate (ATP) consists of three negatively charged phosphate groups, whereas adenosine monophosphate (AMP) consists of one. Which of the following explains why AMP is more stable than ATP?

[image: ] A. Like charges repel, so the electrostatic repulsion of the negative charges makes ATP less stable.

[image: ] B. Like charges attract, so the electrostatic attraction of the negative charges makes AMP more stable.

[image: ] C. Unlike charges repel, so the electrostatic repulsion of the negative charges makes ATP less stable.

[image: ] D. Unlike charges attract, so the electrostatic attraction of the negative charges makes AMP more stable.

Answers and explanations for Science, Part II start on page 641.

[image: ]

Congratulations! You have completed the Pretests.

Reminder: Your next step is to check your answers using the Pretest Answers and Explanations that begin on page 632 and fill in the study planners on pages xviii through xxii.


UNIT 1

Reasoning through Language Arts

About the Test

The GED® Reasoning through Language Arts Test (RLA) evaluates your reading and writing skills: You will have 2.5 hours for about 50–55 questions that require you to


	answer questions based on single passages and on passages that are paired together (reading and thinking skills);

	review written text and select words and phrases so that the final product is written correctly (language skills); and

	compose an extended response to a writing prompt based on reading one or two passages or a passage accompanied by a graphic (writing skills).



The first section of the test includes reading and language questions. In the second section, you will write the essay, or Extended Response. You will have a 10-minute break before the third section, which includes reading and language questions only.

You will need a minimum score of 145 to pass the Reasoning through Language Arts Test, which is one of the four tests you will need to pass in order to earn a high school equivalency diploma.

Reading Content Areas

You will answer questions based on a wide range of types of reading materials. Seventy-five percent of the questions are based on informational texts, which include workplace- and community-based documents, general nonfiction, and nonfiction related to general interest social studies and science topics. Twenty-five percent of the questions are based on fiction selections.

Language Content Areas

The language skills model real-life editing to ensure correct sentence structure, agreement (subject-verb and pronoun-antecedent), capitalization, punctuation, homonyms, and possessives. The questions also assess appropriate word choice and elimination of informal usage to fit the purpose of the writing task.

Extended Response

The Extended Response requires reading text materials and responding to a writing prompt (assignment) by developing an argument and supporting your ideas with evidence from the text.

Computer-Based RLA Test Question Formats

You will work with several different question formats on the RLA Test. Many of the questions will be in the familiar multiple-choice format, but you will need to be acquainted with the other formats as well.

Multiple-choice questions have four options (A through D). You will click on the best answer. 



In this passage, William tells Jordan about his life experiences and plans for the future. What do his stories indicate about his past?

[image: ] A. He has already seen too much.

[image: ] B. He has never been certain of his place in the world.

[image: ] C. He wishes he had made different decisions in the past.

[image: ] D. He is proud of his accomplishments and hopes to help others.



Fill-in-the-blank questions will require you to type a word, phrase, or number in a box that appears on the screen.


Which phrase from paragraph 2 describes how an employee should
fill out the shipping authorization form? Type your answer in the box below.

[image: ]




GED® TEST TIP

Test each one of the drop-down options in the context of the sentence before you make your final choice. Do not select an option that “seems” right until you have tested all of the choices and have a clear idea about why it is correct.



Drop-down questions give you the opportunity to click the word “Select” and choose the option that correctly completes the sentence. (This format is only used to assess language skills.)


Technical Corporation strives to provide excellent service. We have a history of providing outstanding technical and customer support and always aim to give 100%. When customers express concerns or complaints, we respond immediately to show that we value [image: ] feedback.



The words that appear in a drop-down menu when you click on “Select” are

[image: ]

Some of the questions in this book are designed to mimic this drop-down menu format. When you see the word “Select” in a question in this book, choose the option that best completes the sentence.

Drag-and-drop items require you to click on a word or short phrase and to drag and drop it to a specified location on the computer screen.

[image: ]


GED® TEST TIP

The Extended Response will be the last question before the 10-minute break on the RLA Test. Carefully watch both the Time Remaining and Question bars at the top of the computer screen. Make sure you are allowing yourself 45 minutes for this task.



An Extended-Response item requires you to type in a text box in response to a prompt (writing assignment) based on one or more short passages, a graphic, or a combination.

You will have 45 minutes to read the materials and to plan, write, and revise your response.


This article presents arguments from both sides of the debate about global warming.

In your response, analyze both arguments presented in the article to determine which one is best supported. Use specific, relevant evidence from the article in order to support your response.

[image: ]



Extended Response Question on the RLA Test

An important task on the RLA Test involves writing an extended response to a passage, two passages, or a passage accompanied by a graphic. This activity integrates reading and analytical skills with writing skills. The lessons in Writing About Text, on pages 146–171, give you a step-by-step approach to completing this task. 


GED® TEST TIP

Preview the writing prompt before you read the passage(s). This will help you focus your reading to select key details and evidence that you will use to support your position.



Look at how a sample passage and writing prompt will appear on the computer screen. You will need to tab through the reading passage or passages and compose your response in the word processing text box.

[image: ]

You can take up to 45 minutes at the end of the first section of the RLA Test to complete the assignment. This task has its own clock to help you manage your time. See page 154 for a suggested time management plan to do the following:


	
Preview the writing prompt. 

	
Read the selection or selections, carefully using the highlighter tool to draw attention to information for later use.

	
Compose a thesis statement. 

	
Gather evidence from the text to support your thesis statement.

	
Plan your response (use the off-line wipe-off board).

	
Draft your response (in the text box that scrolls down).

	
Review your response to improve your writing and correct any errors with the editing tools—cut, copy, paste, undo, and redo.



The Qualities of a Successful Extended Response

Your response can earn up to 6 points. It is reviewed for three different “traits” or qualities, and each trait is assigned a score from 0–2. So, 3 traits times a maximum of 2 points each equals a maximum of 6 points.


GED® TEST TIP

Keep in mind that your work on the test is considered to be a “strong first draft,” in which you put forth your best effort without a chance for a revised second draft.

If you practice writing throughout this book and use the self-evaluation checklists in the answer keys to make continual improvements to your writing skills, you will be well prepared.



Unlike other writing that you may have done in the past, this task is evidence-based writing, meaning that you need to base your position on the information and arguments in the reading materials.

Trait 1: Creation of Arguments and Use of Evidence 

To earn a score of 2 on Trait 1 you need to do the following:


	Create an argument by making a logical claim that clearly states your position.

	Use three or more specific references from the text(s) to support 
the claim.

	Identify valid arguments and/or fallacious claims in the text(s).

	Point out supported and/or unsupported claims in the text(s).



Trait 2: Development of Ideas and Organizational Structure 

To earn a score of 2 on Trait 2 you need to accomplish these tasks:


	Create an effective organizational structure.


	Sequence ideas logically so that one idea leads to the next.

	Elaborate main ideas and tie them to specific evidence from the text.

	Make effective transitions to cohesively link ideas.

	Use accurate and advanced word choice.


	Employ an appropriate level of formality (no slang, etc.).



Trait 3: Clarity and Command of Standard English Conventions 

To earn a score of 2 on Trait 3, you need to have few errors that would interfere with a reader’s understanding of what you wrote. You should also do the following:


	Use varied and correct forms of sentence structure.


	Maintain subject- verb and pronoun-antecedent agreement.

	Adhere to the rules of capitalization, punctuation, and spelling.


	Distinguish between commonly confused words, such as possessives and homonyms.

	Avoid wordiness and awkward constructions.



CHAPTER 1

Interpreting Nonfiction and Informational Text

Lesson 1: Main Ideas and Details


Key Ideas


	The most important point of a passage is called the main idea.

	Sometimes a main idea is stated, but often you must figure it out.

	Supporting details point to and explain the main idea.





The Main Idea

A writer has a message, or main idea, to get across. Sometimes the main idea is stated directly; often you have to figure it out yourself. You can find the main idea by asking, “What is the most important point the writer is making?” Most of the information in a passage will point to and explain the main idea.

As you read this passage, ask yourself what main point the writer is making. The answer will be the main idea.


When I am reading a poem, I rarely feel alone in the room. The poet and I are together. It’s as if the poet wrote a secret diary years ago. I am unlocking it as I sit alone and read.

At times I don’t understand what a poem means. I just like the way it sounds or the strange images that it provokes. The world is so peculiar in a poem. At the same time, it is so enticing. Sometimes I understand exactly, as if the poet is whispering to me, as if we shared the same experience. 

I must be fully concentrated on reading, or I cannot enter the world of a poem. There are too many daily tasks to attend to—tasks that are very far removed from the magic and imagination involved in a poem. 

On a cold, snowy day, I cuddle up inside my apartment and read and read. Then, I’m free to ride through the imagination of all those who came before me.




GED® TEST TIP

Be sure you don’t confuse a supporting detail of a passage with the main idea. If you are asked for the main idea, choose the most important, general point.



▶	Which of the following statements expresses the main idea?

(1) The writer has a love of poetry.

(2) The writer cuddles up on cold days to read.

You are correct if you chose (1). While the passage mentions that the writer reads on cold days, the main point of all the information is how much the writer enjoys reading poetry.

Each paragraph has a main idea. To find the main idea of a passage with more than one paragraph, put together the ideas from all the paragraphs.

Supporting Details

A writer explains the main idea of a passage with supporting details. Supporting details include facts, examples, descriptions, and specific 
pieces of information. When you read, you need to identify details that sup­port the main idea.

▶	Which detail helps you understand the writer’s main point?

(1) At times, the writer does not understand a poem.

(2) The writer feels poetry is filled with magic and imagination.

You are correct if you chose (2). That detail helps you see that the main idea is the writer’s love of poetry. The fact that the writer doesn’t always understand a poem is true, but it alone does not support the main idea.

Practice 1

Questions 1 through 5 refer to the following passage from a diary.

Excerpted from Ariadne's Thread




	1
	
I feel I have never had a home. All my life moving from place to place. The only thing that remained the same, that was stable, was Okla­homa. Even the landscape never changed. The towns there never grew up into cities. The people were the same each year, wearing the same clothing, saying the same things.





	2
	
The search for a homeland is part of the Chickasaw migration legend. It was ordained by the deities and began in the past when the people lived in the land of the “setting sun.” During the days they would walk over the land, searching for their home. The priests carried a pole. They carried it in their hands by day and planted it each night. During the night it moved about and by morning it would be pointing the direction they were to travel. For a while it commanded the people to journey east, toward the morning sun. They crossed the Mississippi River eventually, and on the other side, the pole finally ceased to move during the night. The land was settled, crops were planted. It became known as the Old Fields. But one morning the pole leaned westward. The people gathered together and began the long journey back. They abandoned their village but did not feel sorrow because the pole had commanded it.





	3
	
And I am still moving, looking for a home. I don’t know if I will ever escape my tradition, my past. It goes with me everywhere, like a shadow.

By Linda Hogan from Ariadne’s Thread, edited by Lyn Lifshin, New York: Harper & Row, 1982.







1. How does the author describe herself?

She feels as if she is

A.	searching for a place to call home

B.	doomed to stay in Oklahoma

C.	tired of the sameness in her life

D.	being shadowed by failure

2.	Who do the Chickasaw believe are responsible for making them move?

A.	the priests

B.	white people

C.	themselves

D.	the gods

3.	Why did the Chickasaw not feel sad when they left their homes in the east?

A.	They knew they were headed to a better place to live.

B.	They had been forced to move east to begin with.

C.	They were returning to their ancient homeland.

D.	It was simply part of their beliefs to follow the pole.

4.	Which of the following best summarizes the main idea?

The writer

A.	has always lived in Oklahoma and plans to stay there

B.	feels trapped by tradition and wants to move far away

C.	understands that her tendency to search is part of her Chickasaw heritage

D.	believes that people in Oklahoma are all the same

5.	How does the statement “I don’t know if I will ever escape my tradition” (paragraph 3) support the main idea?

It shows that the writer

A.	is trying to escape by moving around

B.	lives in a more modern time

C.	believes in the power of Indian legends

D.	accepts that she is Chickasaw

Answers and explanations start on page 645.

Lesson 2: Restatement and Summary


Key Ideas


	To restate an idea, put it in your own words.

	To summarize, choose the most important details that explain the main idea of a piece.





Restating Ideas

Restating an idea means putting it into your own words. For example, a friend may tell you that a movie wasn’t worth the eight dollars she spent on it. You might then tell a coworker that your friend said the movie was no good.

As you read the passage below, restate in your mind what you are reading.


In Canton, Ohio, we take our desserts seriously. There are two local candy stores that receive over 90 percent of the city’s candy business: Heggy’s and Baldwin’s. Those who prefer Heggy’s won’t befriend anyone who buys their sweets at Baldwin’s.

My family has always patronized Heggy’s. At the Heggy’s factory, Gerty wraps by hand each large chocolate candy in clear cellophane wrap. She’s in the back of the store with her hairnet, seated at a table filled with hundreds of chocolates. My favorite chocolates at Heggy’s are the dark chocolate creams, peanut clusters, and caramels.

Heggy’s aficionados point out that their candy of choice is a larger size and therefore superior. The rivalry runs deep . . . at Easter, Hanukkah, Christmas, Thanksgiving, and all occasions. Baldwin’s loyal followers claim its sweets are sweeter. It’s a feud over the best chocolate in town.



▶	How do the people of Canton feel about chocolate candy?

(1) They consider it a serious health issue.

(2) They feel it’s important enough to take a stand on.


GED® TEST TIP

As you read a GED® passage, check your understanding by pausing occasionally to see if you can restate and summarize what you are reading.



You are correct if you chose (2). The phrase “take our desserts seriously” means that the candy is important to people.

On the Reasoning through Language Arts Test, the correct answer will not always use the exact words from the passage. You will have to recognize that the idea has been restated.

Summarizing

If you want to tell a friend about a movie you liked, you might summarize what happens in the movie. You certainly will not give all the details—that would take too long. A summary includes only the most important facts and ideas.

▶	Which of the following statements best summarizes the difference in opinion over the candy?

(1) Some people prefer Heggy’s candy because it’s bigger, while others prefer Baldwin’s because it’s sweeter.

(2) People argue whether to buy Heggy’s or Baldwin’s candy for different holidays.

You are correct if you chose (1). The last paragraph sums up the difference in people’s opinions. Statement (2) merely states a detail in the last paragraph.

Practice 2

Questions 1 through 3 refer to the following business letter.

EXCERPTED FROM THE ENCYCLOPEDIA OF BUSINESS LETTERS

Dear Richard,




	1
	
Attached is a copy of my June 8th letter to Customer Service. After having my car serviced on June 30th, the list of problems has grown. These matters need your immediate attention.





	2
	
Although I did finally receive my copy of the warranty after waiting two months, it is not bumper-to-bumper as Mr. Schecht promised. It also requires service at your facility unless the warranty administrator waives that requirement. I purchased the car from you at a premium price with the expectation that I would have a bumper-to-bumper warranty that I could use at any dealer. I never would have bought this car from you if I knew about these limitations. I expect two things: A written waiver from the warranty admini­s­trator that allows me to have warranty service ­performed at any dealer, and a wrap-around warranty, provided at your cost, that turns this lim­ited warranty into the promised “bumper-to-bumper” warranty.





	3
	
I expect an itemized list of registration costs, and the exact amount of credit I received from the Department of Motor Vehicles for the canceled plates voucher I gave to Mr. Schecht. If there is a refund due, I expect it within 15 days.





	4
	
I expect a proper bill of sale that itemizes and describes the payments for the alarm system and the extended warranty, and includes all the items on the original bill of sale.





	5
	
Your mechanic was unable to locate a cause for the burning smell. The smell persists. I expect your written assurance that if and when the cause for this smell becomes known, you will repair the problem at your cost.





	6
	
The mechanic did not repair the left front marker light, although he promised he would. Enclosed is a copy of your invoice for this repair, which wasn’t made, as well as an invoice from another dealer who actually made the repair.
I expect reimbursement for $22.90.
cc: Joe Smith, Department of Consumer Affairs

Dear Richard, letter from The Encyclopedia of Business Letters, Fax Memos, and Email, Rev Ed © 1999 Robert Bly and Regina Anne Kelly. Published by Career Press, Wayne, NJ. All rights reserved.







1.	The problems that the writer mentions in the first paragraph and outlines in his letter include which of the following?

A.	receiving repairs the writer did not ask for

B.	rude treatment

C.	lack of proper paperwork

D.	the premium price paid for the car

2.	What does the customer want done about the burning smell?

A.	the mechanic to find the cause of the smell

B.	the car to be repaired free of charge if the cause of the problem is discovered

C.	a refund of the money that was paid to have the problem fixed

D.	reimbursement for having the problem fixed by another dealer

3.	Which of the following statements best summarizes this letter?

A.	A letter to customer service was never responded to and is being attached.

B.	Mechanics have been unable to fix one problem and did not fix a second.

C.	The service and warranty on the customer’s car have been unacceptable.

D.	Some dealers and garages are better than others.

Answers and explanations start on page 645.

Lesson 3: Application of Ideas


Key Ideas


	Applying ideas means using information in a new but similar situation.

	To apply ideas, ask yourself, “How is this new situation just like the situation in the passage?”





When you apply ideas, you use information you already know in a new but similar situation. For example, suppose you know that a friend loves country music. When you need to buy a gift for that friend, you walk past the jazz and 
rock sections in the music store and head straight for the country. You’re applying what you’ve learned about your friend to help you choose a gift.

To apply ideas when reading, look for elements in the new situation that are similar to elements in the passage you have read. Read this selection and then see if you can apply some of the ideas in it.


When the delivery truck pulled up to my house the day before my mother’s birthday, I knew her gift had finally arrived. I was excited. Not only had I ordered a beautiful art book for her, but I’d also ordered a mystery novel for myself and a book each for my nephew and niece. I couldn’t resist buying them while I was choosing my mother’s gift from an online bookstore. The carton looked bigger than I expected, but perhaps it had a lot of filler to keep the books from becoming damaged.

I lugged the huge box into the kitchen so I could open it and begin wrapping my mother’s gift. I tugged at the industrial staples and then tore open the carton. To my surprise, it was filled with many copies of the same book. To make matters worse, it was a book I had not ordered. Who Moved My Cheese? What kind of book was that? And who would order one copy of that book, let alone 11? I certainly didn’t want these books. I knew my family wouldn’t want them either. They wanted The Art of Diego Rivera, Harry Potter, and Dr. Seuss. So much for buying online. I’m sticking to in-store buying.




GED® TEST TIP

Remember that you can tab backward or forward in a passage on the computer screen to find information you need to answer a question. 



▶	Which of the following situations is most like the situation that happened to the writer?

(1) buying groceries only to discover you brought someone else’s bag home

(2) buying 11 boxes of the same pasta at the store

Option (1) is correct. It shares the elements of intending to buy something and getting the wrong thing by mistake. The second option is wrong because the writer did not intentionally buy 11 copies of the book. Now try this question.

▶	If the writer attended an auction, she would be most likely to

(1) decide which item to bid on and how much she would bid

(2) get involved in the excitement and bid on many things

You are correct if you chose (2). The writer states that she couldn’t resist buying additional items when she was shopping online. Therefore, she seems the type to get caught up in buying things. If she had carefully chosen which book to buy her mother and had ordered only that one, then option (1) would be correct.

Practice 3

Questions 1 through 4 refer to the following excerpt

EXCERPTED FROM MAKING THE MOST OF YOUR MONEY




	1
	
Once you stop using credit cards, three things will happen.





	2
	
You will buy less—and whatever you do buy will probably be a less expensive model or make. Studies have found that people spend more when they pay with plastic, because it ­doesn’t feel like real money. When it is real money, you’re more sensible.





	3
	
Your total debt will shrink rapidly. You are paying off back bills, you are not adding new ones, and you have extra money because you’re buying less. That surplus cash will reduce your debt faster than you could imagine.





	4
	
You will grow incredibly smug. You’re the first on your block to get out of debt. Others will follow, but you’ll be the first.





	5
	
I’m not against credit cards. They’re easy to use. They’re handy. If your card has a low annual fee and a 25-day, interest-free grace period for paying your bills, you’re getting monthly loans for practically nothing. What I’m against is buying more on your credit cards than you can pay for at the end of the month.





	6
	
Once you’ve fought your way out of debt you can start using credit cards again—but only for the convenience of not carrying cash. Your days of debt are done. A big expense may sometimes drive you over the limit. A stereo. A llama. A hot-air balloon. Whenever you limp home, back in debt, recite your mantra: “From now on, I’m not going to put down a charge card for anything.” Stick with it until you’re free again.

From Making the Most of Your Money by Jane Bryant Quinn, New York: Simon & Schuster, 1991.







1.	According to the writer, becoming debt free is a behavior most similar to

A.	overcoming a bad habit

B.	learning a new trick

C.	forgetting a friend’s birthday

D.	setting a good example

2.	If you have five credit cards with high interest rates and no grace periods, how can you become debt free?

A.	pay your debt off slowly so that you have extra cash for necessities

B.	never use the credit cards

C.	use them only when it is not convenient to carry cash

D.	cut up four of the credit cards right away

3.	Which of the following situations is most like the process of becoming debt free?

A.	driving a car

B.	wearing a patch to give up smoking

C.	losing weight by avoiding all-you-can-eat buffets

D.	running a marathon race

4.	Earlier in the book, the author made the statement “It’s so simple that I’m almost embarrassed to mention it. Don’t borrow any more.”

Based on this information and the information in this passage, with which of the following statements would the author most likely agree?

A.	“Money is the root of all evil.”

B.	“You can never have enough money.”

C.	“Live within your means.”

D.	“You deserve only the best.”

Answers and explanations start on page 645.

Lesson 4: Cause and Effect


Key Ideas


	To determine the cause of an event, answer the question “Why did this happen?”

	To determine an effect, ask yourself, “What was the result?”





When one event or idea influences another, there is a cause-and-effect relationship. For example, if you forget to fill your car with gas, the car will stall. The lack of gas is the cause, or the reason. The stalled car is the effect.

As you read this passage, look for cause-and-effect relationships.


He is deceptively sweet upon waking up, and lets out a large yawn, showing his thin pink puppy tongue, and simultaneously letting out a high-pitched squeaking sound. Not two minutes later, he’s eaten my favorite magazine and stuffed his entire head in the kitchen wastebasket to find a leftover turkey bone. The pup searches under the bed, on top of the dresser, and beside the nightstand for anything to chew. He’s on a rampage in the morning—it’s just his puppy nature.

To calm him down, we head to the park for one hour of exercise with the other neighborhood dogs. Afterwards, he plays with his stuffed animal squeaky toy, sleeps for an hour, then finds his favorite bone. He lies down like an angel, chewing with contentment.



▶	What causes the puppy’s owners to take him to the park?

(1)	They like to see the other neighborhood dogs. 

(2)	The puppy is acting too wild and energetic.

You are correct if you chose (2). The first paragraph describes wild behavior, and the second paragraph says, “To calm him down, we head to the park . . .”


GED® TEST TIP

In a GED® passage, a writer might discuss one cause and all its effects, one effect and all its causes, or a chain of events in which each effect becomes the cause of another event.



▶	Why is the puppy so wild and energetic?

(1) It is just the way a puppy is.

(2) He has a behavioral problem.

You are correct if you chose (1). The writer doesn’t indicate that the puppy’s behavior is a problem. In fact, she clearly states that it’s just the puppy’s nature.

▶	What effect does the activity in the park have on the puppy?

(1) It calms him and tires him out.

(2) It teaches him to obey his owner.

You are correct if you chose (1). When they get back from the park, the puppy plays quietly, sleeps for an hour, and then lies down to chew.

▶	Why does a walk in the park have a calming effect on the puppy?

(1) because the puppy enjoys seeing the other dogs

(2) because the puppy gets plenty of exercise

You are correct if you chose (2). The exercise brings on the effect—calm behavior. This cause is not directly stated. You have to apply what you know about exercise and its effects in order to understand the relationship.

Practice 4

Questions 1 through 5 refer to the following excerpt from an essay.

EXCERPTED FROM “THE DEPRESSION”




	1
	
Some events are so important that their influence cuts across class lines, affects all races and ethnic groups, and leaves no region untouched. The depression of the 1930s was such an event. No one who lived through those years in the United States could ever completely forget the bread lines, the millions of unemployed, or the forlorn and discouraged men and women who saw their mortgages foreclosed, their dreams shattered, their children hungry and afraid.





	2
	
The depression was precipitated by the stock market crash in October 1929, but the actual cause of the collapse was an unhealthy economy. While the ability of the manufacturing industry to produce consumer goods had increased rapidly, mass purchasing power had remained ­relatively static. Most laborers, farmers, and white-collar workers, therefore, could not afford to buy the automobiles and refrigerators turned out by factories in the 1920s, because their incomes were too low. At the same time, the federal government increased the problem through economic policies that tended to encourage the very rich to over-save.





	3
	
Herbert Hoover, a sensitive and humane engineer, had the misfortune of being President when the depression began. Even though he broke with the past and used the power of the federal government to stem the tide of depression, especially through loans to businesses and banks, his efforts proved to be too little and too late.

From “The Depression” from Generations: Your Family in Modern American History, 2nd ed., edited by James Watts and Allen F. Davis, New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1974, 1978.







1.	According to the authors, why was the depression of the 1930s so important?

A.	It could have been prevented.

B.	It was a time of economic hardship.

C.	It affected nearly everyone.

D.	It was unforgettable.

2.	According to the passage, which of the following was an effect of the depression?

A.	Many people lost the mortgages on their homes.

B.	The stock market collapsed in October 1929.

C.	Herbert Hoover was elected president.

D.	The rich began to save too much of their money.

3.	According to the passage, which of the following was one cause of the depression?

A.	a static stock market

B.	low worker incomes

C.	not enough productivity

D.	laborers refusing to buy products

4.	In the early part of the depression, what effect did government policies have on the economy?

A.	Banks and businesses began to need loans.

B.	They had little effect.

C.	Some of the poorer people were helped.

D.	The very rich were helped.

5.	One person who lived during the depression stated, “I can remember one time, the only thing in the house to eat was mustard. . . . And we can’t stand mustard till today.”

This account supports which of the following ideas from the passage?

A.	Workers should have been paid more.

B.	The depression touched everyone.

C.	Herbert Hoover could have done more to help the economy.

D.	The depression left people emotionally scarred.

Answers and explanations start on page 645.

Lesson 5: Compare and Contrast

You are probably familiar with comparing and contrasting whenever you go shopping. If you are looking at two cars or even two bottles of aspirin, you want to know if the price of the two is the same or different.


Key Ideas


	To compare ideas or things, find out how they are alike.

	To contrast ideas or things, find out how they differ.

	A writer might compare two things, contrast two things, or compare and contrast in one passage.





Writers compare to point out what is similar and contrast to point out what is different about ideas or things.

As you read this passage, look for things being compared and contrasted.


In December, it seems everyone is hurrying to bake holiday treats, decorate, and buy gifts. Some holiday shoppers trek through store after store, while others prefer catalog or online shopping. Just two of the holidays that keep everyone so busy this time of year are Christmas and Hanukkah.

These holidays are, of course, times of celebration. People plan parties and family get-togethers. Both involve gift giving. Both also coincide with the winter solstice in the Northern Hemisphere, a time when many ancient cultures rejoiced. 

Christmas is a celebration of the birth of Jesus, though celebrating Christmas on December 25 did not become common until the fourth century.

Hanukkah, the Jewish Festival of Lights, celebrates the belief that a flask of oil sufficient for only one day miraculously burned for eight days in a temple in the second century B.C.E. That’s why on Hanukkah an additional candle is lit each evening until, on the eighth night of the holiday, eight candles are burning. 




GED® TEST TIP

In a GED® passage, a writer may (1) compare in one paragraph and contrast in the next or (2) go back and forth, discussing similarities and differences on different points.



▶	What is the writer comparing and contrasting?

(1) methods of shopping

(2) Christmas and Hanukkah

You are correct if you chose (2). The similarities and differences between the two holidays are the focus of the discussion. Two methods of shopping are merely mentioned.

▶	What is one basis on which the writer compares the two?

(1) time of year celebrated

(2) kinds of meals served

You are correct if you chose (1). The similarities discussed in this passage include the time of the winter solstice in the Northern Hemisphere, close to when each holiday is celebrated.

▶	What is one basis on which the writer contrasts the two?

(1) gift giving

(2) their histories

The correct answer is (2). The two holidays have very different histories. Both holidays involve gift giving, so that is not a point of contrast.

Practice 5

Questions 1 through 5 refer to the following excerpt from a diary.

EXCERPTED FROM DIARIES OF THE WESTWARD JOURNEY




	1
	
Mr. West from Peoria, Ill. had another man, his wife, a son Clay about 20 years of age and his daughter, America, eighteen. Unfortunately Mr. West had gone to the extreme of providing himself with such a heavy wagon and load that they were deemed objectionable as fellow argonauts. After disposing of some of their supplies they were allowed to join us. They had four fine oxen. This wagon often got stalled in bad roads much to the annoyance of all, but as he was a wagon maker and his companion a blacksmith by trade and both were accommodating there were always ready hands to “pry the wheel out of mire.”





	2
	
A mule team from Washington, D.C. was very insufficiently provisioned . . . [by] Southern gentlemen “unused to work. . . .” They deserted the train at Salt Lake as they could not pro­ceed with their equipment and it was easier to embrace Mormonism than to brave the “American Desert.”





	3
	
Much in contrast to these men were four batchelors Messers Wilson, Goodall, Fifield and Martin, who had a wagon drawn by four oxen and two milch cows following behind. The latter gave milk all the way to the sink of the Humboldt where they died, having acted as draught animals for several weeks after the oxen had perished. Many a cup of milk was given to the children of the train and the mothers tried in every way possible to express their gratitude.

By Catherine Haun from Women’s Diaries of the Westward Journey, edited by Lillian Schlissel, New York: Schocken Books, 1982.







1.	What did Mr. West do that allowed his group to join the wagon train?

A.	make wagons for the others

B.	bring four fine oxen

C.	offer milk to the children

D.	leave some of his possessions behind

2.	What purpose did the cows serve?

A.	They led the oxen through rough terrain.

B.	They carried children when wagons were full.

C.	They provided milk and pulled wagons.

D.	They provided food and replaced the mules.

3.	Which of the following is contrasted in this excerpt?

A.	the provisions of each group of travelers

B.	the stability of each of the wagons

C.	the number of people in each group

D.	the ability of each group to feed the ­children

4.	Suppose the writer were comparing a woman with five children who could sew and cook to one man with an old ox. Which of the following would be her most likely response?

The writer would

A.	be happy to have people who could cook and sew

B.	prefer to add fewer people to the group of travelers

C.	feel sorry for the man and welcome him

D.	offer the man one of her own animals

5.	Based on the information in this excerpt, how is this trip similar for all the travelers?

A.	They must cooperate and work together.

B.	They will be rewarded for their efforts.

C.	They have similar backgrounds and relate to each other.

D.	They have all been forced to go on the ­journey.

Answers and explanations start on page 645.

Lesson 6: Conclusions and Generalizations


Key Ideas


	A conclusion is an idea figured out from different pieces of information.

	You can use your knowledge of the real world to help you draw conclusions when you read.





Conclusions

A detective draws a conclusion when he looks at different pieces of evidence and figures out who committed a crime. A doctor draws a conclusion when she looks at different symptoms and figures out what illness a patient has. You, as a reader, can draw a conclusion when you take pieces of information and put them together to figure out something that the writer has not directly stated.

See what conclusions you can draw from this notice sent by an employer.


Thank you for sending your resume in response to our newspaper advertisement. We consider our company—and especially our employees—to be the best. And we want to keep it that way. For that reason, we carefully review each resume that is sent to us. We want to ensure that our company and the new employee we hire are a perfect match.

This process, of course, takes some time. We want to assure you that your resume is part of this process and will be reviewed. If we feel we have an opening that matches your qualifications, we will contact you. If you have not heard from us within ten business days of the postmark of this notice, be assured that we will keep your resume on file for one year and review it when future openings arise.




GED® TEST TIP

Be sure to read an entire passage before answering the questions about it. That way, you’ll take all the information into account and won’t “jump to conclusions.”



▶	If a job applicant has not heard from this company three weeks after reading this notice, what can she conclude?

(1) The review process is taking longer than expected.

(2) She did not get the job that she applied for.

Option (2) is correct. The notice says that the review process takes some time. It also says that the company will contact the applicant if it feels she matches the opening. Finally, if she doesn’t hear from it within ten business days, her resume will go on file. You can conclude that the review process takes about ten business days, and if she hasn’t been contacted in that time, she didn’t get the job.

▶	What kind of notice can you conclude this is?

(1) a personal note sent to this individual applicant

(2) a form notice sent to all applicants 

Again, you’re correct if you chose (2). The way the notice is worded, with no personal details, lets you conclude this. You can also use your knowledge of the real world and business form letters to conclude that this, too, is a form.

▶	What conclusion can you draw about the company’s attitude?

(1) It cares about its employees and their job satisfaction.

(2) It cares only about profits and employee productivity.

You are correct if you chose (1). The fact that the company states not only that it considers its employees to be the best but also that it takes the time to communicate sincerely with potential employees lets you conclude that.

Practice 6.1

Questions 1 through 5 refer to the following excerpt from an autobiography.

EXCERPTED FROM THE STORY OF MY LIFE




	1
	
Once there were eleven tadpoles in a glass globe set in a window full of plants. I remember the eagerness with which I made discoveries about them. It was great fun to plunge my hand into the bowl and feel the tadpoles frisk about, and to let them slip and slide between my fingers. One day a more ambitious fellow leaped beyond the edge of the bowl and fell on the floor, where I found him to all appearance more dead than alive. The only sign of life was a slight wriggling of his tail. But no sooner had he returned to his element than he darted to the bottom, swimming round and round in joyous activity. He had made his leap, he had seen the great world, and was content to stay in his pretty glass house under the big fuchsia tree until he attained the dignity of froghood. Then he went to live in the leafy pool at the end of the garden, where he made the summer nights musical with his quaint love-song.





	2
	
Thus I learned from life itself. At the beginning I was only a little mass of possibilities. It was my teacher who unfolded and developed them. When she came, everything about me breathed of love and joy and was full of meaning. She has never since let pass an opportunity to point out the beauty that is in everything, nor has she ceased trying in thought and action and example to make my life sweet and useful.





	3
	
It was my teacher’s genius, her quick sympathy, her loving tact which made the first years of my education so beautiful.

From The Story of My Life by Helen Keller.







1.	What can you conclude about the writer’s view of learning?

A.	It is rewarding and one of life’s joys.

B.	It is better with a strict teacher.

C.	It happens very slowly, if at all.

D.	It happens most often when you are alone.
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notwaming. Those who beleve that global warming is
happening but tht it a atural ather than man-made
phenomenon point o lower temperatures today than n
201007 1998, the lack o sea lovel s, the lackof ice
loss n the Anfaric, and the facttht gacalloss s a
nomal cyce.

“This aticl presents arguments fom
both sides ofthe debate about gobal
warming.

nyour esponse, anayze both arguments.
presented in thearticl o determine
which one s best supported. Use spe-
cifc, relevant vidence from the aricle
in order o support your esponse.
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