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  CHAPTER 1




  Sleepy Head




  “What a perfect day, Diamond!” said Princess Evie, as she trotted through the gates of Starlight Stables.




  Even though it was early, the sun was scorching. It was much hotter in the stable yard than on the top of the Golden Mountain, where they had enjoyed a lovely cool breeze. The bright morning sun

  made Evie’s Connemara pony’s coat gleam.




  “I think your friends are pleased to see you, Diamond!”




  Evie was right. All her lovely ponies were trotting to the gate, neighing, squealing and welcoming Diamond back.




  It wasn’t only Evie’s ponies that were glad to see them. Evie’s little kitten Sparkles skipped over to the tie post and rubbed against Evie’s ankle.
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  “We’ve just had the most amazing ride,” smiled Evie. “The Golden Mountain is ever so high. At first we were surrounded by mountain clouds, but they soon cleared and then

  we could see for miles.”




  Diamond was the perfect pony for mountain rides. She had great stamina and was very strong. Of course Evie loved riding all of her ponies, especially on summer days like these. But Evie’s

  ponies weren’t any old ponies. They were magic ponies. Whenever Evie rode them through the tunnel of trees, they took her on magical adventures in faraway lands.




  Evie’s ponies were transformed the moment they came out of the tunnel. For instance, when Neptune galloped out onto a beach her coat became the colour of the sparkling ocean. And that

  wasn’t the only magic that happened – Evie’s clothes changed too! She loved the beautiful new outfits she wore on their adventures. When she went to the North Pole with the snow

  fairies, she wore a gorgeous fluffy pink cloak and warm boots. Evie looked up at the cloudless sky – it was hard to imagine snow today!




  She checked to see if Diamond had cooled down, especially where the saddle had been and under her pony’s elbows and hind legs. Because Diamond’s breathing had slowed down to normal

  Evie could now give her some fresh water and brush out her shining coat.
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  “You’ve worked hard this morning, Diamond, climbing up that steep mountain and galloping along the ridge.”




  Evie went into the tack room to get her grooming kit and Sparkles padded in after her. It wasn’t just Diamond who was hot. Evie had been out in the sun for quite some time and the tack

  room felt lovely and cool. The walls were lined with saddles, bridles and, of course, rosettes. Evie walked towards the metal trunk where she kept her grooming kit. As her eyes adjusted to the

  shadows of the tack room, she noticed something.




  “Have we had visitors this morning, Sparkles?”




  Sparkles miaowed. Of course, he couldn’t talk – he was only a cat, but Evie was positive that he could understand every word she said.




  “I think someone’s been here while I was out on the mountain. Look!”




  Evie pointed to the metal trunk and Sparkles hopped up for a closer inspection.




  There, leaning against a bottle of hoof oil, was a golden envelope. “Who’s it from?” asked Evie.




  Sparkles sniffed the envelope, and then looked at Evie, blinking patiently.




  “You’re right – there’s only one way to find out!”




  Evie picked the envelope up and took out the letter. As she read it, she smiled.




  “Come on, Sparkles, I have to read this to Diamond!” And they raced out, to the sunny yard with the letter.
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  Dear Evie,




  How are things at Starlight Stables? I hope you’re enjoying this lovely summer with all of your gorgeous ponies – fantastic riding weather, isn’t

  it?
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