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It’s with grateful hearts that we dedicate this volume to our dear friend and brother in Christ, Bob Nease. It was Bob who introduced us to each other many years ago, an introduction that has led to a wonderful friendship. And it was Bob who first suggested that we collaborate on a book, the result of which is the volume you now hold in your hand. Thanks, Bob. You’re tremendous!
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introduction

by Charlie “Tremendous” Jones

Have you ever wondered what sort of a guy would have a nickname like “Tremendous”? Well, you’re not alone. My friends think it’s pretty funny. People who don’t know me and come to hear Charlie “Tremendous” Jones speak have no idea what to expect. Some wonder if I’m perhaps the world’s biggest egotist. Others figure I’m probably a 350-pound professional wrestler or maybe the spokesman for some sort of new “miracle” cleanser.

Well, the answer is “none of the above.” I realize it’s a ridiculous nickname, one that’s been a source of embarrassment to me for years. For example, whenever I’m staying in a hotel and a long-distance call comes in for me, the operator will usually ask: “Is this Mr. Charles [tee hee] ‘Tremendous’ [tee hee] Jones?” It certainly isn’t a nickname I chose, and I don’t wear it because I’ve accomplished great things. No, the simple truth is that I acquired it solely because of a limited vocabulary!

That’s right! Early in my insurance career, whenever one of my agents would report that he or she had sold a policy, I’d respond, “Tremendous!” Or when a young couple at church would announce the birth of their new baby or the purchase of their first home, my reply would invariably be, “Tremendous!” Even the colleague who told me that his mother-in-law had just died was likely to hear “Tremendous.” I used the word so often that it stuck, and I’ve never been able to get away from it or live it down.

No, dear reader, there’s nothing tremendous about Charlie Jones. My life story is, in fact, quite simple, a story that takes no more than fifteen seconds to tell. Here it is: I’m not what I think I am, I’m not what I hoped I’d be, and I’m not what I ought to be. But, by the grace of God, I’m not what I was. “I once was lost but now am found, was blind but now I see.”

There you have it—the story of my life, a testimony to God’s amazing grace. His grace, His love, are truly amazing, or, if I may say so, tremendous! We do have a tremendous God, who is King of Kings and Lord of Lords.

Just how great, how tremendous is He? Listen to His own words: “‘For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,’ declares the LORD. ‘As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts’” (Isaiah 55:8-9).

How, then, can we possibly interact with a God whose ways and thoughts are immeasurably higher than our own? The answer is prayer! Prayer spans the billions of miles between earth and heaven in an instant; and in that same instant, we can be ushered into the very throne room of heaven. We have the incredible privilege of calling on our God—at any hour of the day or night—confessing our sins, asking His forgiveness, presenting our petitions, interceding for others, praising Him, and listening for the sound of His “still, small voice.”

Prayer is much more than talking with God. It’s also God’s Spirit speaking to us and for us and moving us to share our thoughts, problems, and praises with Him. God always hears us as we pray in Jesus’ name: That is His sacred promise to us, and He is faithful. Saying the “right words” does not matter to God. He hears our innermost thoughts and desires that can’t be expressed in words, and best of all, the Holy Spirit is our interpreter.
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