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INTRODUCTION

This book is more than just a revision of the original edition. When I first began working on it, I had no idea how much things had changed in the entertainment business in the last decade. Much of the information in the original edition needed to be totally updated. Many interviews from that edition had to be deleted, with many new ones added. The world, and certainly the entertainment industry, has changed dramatically since 2001. The change in the economy has had a major impact on all businesses, including show business.

The Internet plays a far more significant role in all aspects of entertainment now, especially in how projects are cast. The chapter in this book on the Internet is extensive and completely updated. It includes a listing of many important Web sites of which actors need to be aware. There’s even a section on how to set up your own Web site.

My goal in this revised edition was to give actors the most up-to-date, comprehensive information on being a New York actor. I believe my research will be of value to the actor just moving to New York City as well as to the seasoned pro. I wanted this to be the definitive source book, the go-to book for any questions you may have about being a working actor in New York. There are several other books out there that cover some of the same topics I’ve covered in this book. I didn’t want to simply rehash information that’s already available. I wanted this book to be as current as possible, with information not available anywhere else.

When I began work on this book, I thought that my target audience would primarily be young actors coming to New York for the first time. But as so often happens when you’re researching and interviewing, new areas opened. As I continued with my research, I began learning a tremendous amount about an industry about which I thought I knew almost all there was to know. I’ve been an actor in New York for more than forty years and have written many theater-related books. I thought that by now, there was little I didn’t know about this field. Boy, was I wrong! Truth be told, I probably learned more from the research and interviews that I did for this book than in any of my previous ones. I sought out the opinions, advice, and insights of many of the major players in the New York theater, TV, and film communities. I think you’ll find their interviews particularly informative and helpful.

Because this book is for the New York actor, I felt that a chapter specifically on Manhattan and the outlying areas was necessary. Everything from what’s where, to where to live (and how much it’ll cost you), to shopping, to nightlife is covered.

I think that you’ll find the acting teacher interviews interesting and inspiring. I interviewed three of the top acting teachers in New York. Their focus was primarily on the craft of acting, not just the commercial aspects. Does everyone need to study acting? What is the best training? What should you be wary of when seeking out instructors? How long should you study with a teacher? When should you terminate with a teacher? How much training is enough?

The marketing and networking chapters are the flip side of the coin. Here, I wanted to explore the best ways to turn your talent into something marketable in today’s economy. To succeed in this business, you need a strong game plan, a well-thought-out strategy. You need to know how to network effectively. I suggest different ways to set up shop and operate as a businessperson. You don’t have to sit around waiting for that cell phone to ring anymore.

Learning how to effectively work with agents, casting directors, and personal managers was something I felt every actor needed to know. These are the people with whom you come into contact on a daily basis. They can have a major impact on how successful you are in your career. During the interviews, I asked very specific questions to which I felt all actors want to know the answers. How do you find an agent? Do you need a personal manager? What’s the best way to get a casting director to know you? What’s expected in the actor-agent or personal manager–actor relationship? What are the main pet peeves of agents, personal managers, and casting directors? I think that you’ll be surprised at some of the responses.

There are chapters on commercial print modeling, extra work, and survival strategies. Very few actors come to New York and make it right away. I felt that these peripheral ways to earn a living were well worth investigating.

One of the things you’ll discover as you read through this book is that talent is only part of a successful acting career. As you may be aware, there are many very talented actors who are unemployed simply because they haven’t yet learned how to market themselves effectively. Effective marketing, self-promotion, and networking strategies, although not always held in the highest esteem by some actors, are a very necessary part of a successful acting career. Unless effective action is taken, a dream to succeed in this business will quite often remain just that—a dream. This book is for those who are ready to take charge, to do something. It is a step-by-step guide for actors who want to realize their dreams. If you have the talent and the desire to succeed, this book can be your best friend. Of course, no one can guarantee a successful acting career to anyone. But the more information you have, the better your odds are. This book is meant to inform, inspire, and point you in the right direction; the rest is up to you. Stay focused on your goals, do something every day to further your career, and more than anything, never give up.


 —Glenn Alterman





PART I

They Say the Neon Lights Are Bright ...
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BEFORE YOU LEAVE FOR NEW YORK

For years, you’ve dreamed of one day becoming an actor. In your imagination, you may have seen yourself on Broadway, in movies, or as a soap opera star. Dreams. Daydreams. Wishes. So you took it a step further, perhaps took some drama classes in school, maybe got the lead in the school play, did some community theater. The dreams grew, the wishes became stronger. For some people, the dream grows so powerful that it becomes an obsession. For these people, the question is never, “Should I become an actor?” but rather, “How, when, and where do I need to go to become an actor?” Much of the information in this book deals with “how” you become a working actor. The answer to the question about “where” is usually New York or Los Angeles. That’s not to say that you can’t find substantial acting work anywhere else in the country (especially several major cities), but rather that New York and Los Angeles offer the most opportunities to actors.

The journey from “hoping” to “becoming” an actor can be a tough ride. Unless you’re willing to give it everything, perhaps you should rethink your dream. But if you’re serious, if you’re really sincere about being an actor, this book is for you. I’ve tried to answer every question to dispel many myths.


New York or Los Angeles: Which Is Best for You?

Before moving to New York, you should consider if this is really where you want to go to pursue your acting career. New York and Los Angeles offer the serious actor different work opportunities. The main distinction between the two (aside from the geographical differences) is the kind of work you’ll find. New York’s strong suits are theater, TV commercials, and print modeling. Los Angeles is better known as the TV and motion picture capital. But that’s certainly not to say that there isn’t theater (and some very good theater) in the Los Angeles area. Or that there isn’t a lot of TV and film casting in New York. These days, many movies, films, and TV commercials cast their projects on both coasts. The primary distinction is the quantity of work offered on each coast.

Another important factor to consider is lifestyle. New York is a bustling, energetic, crowded place with people out on the streets twenty-four hours a day—all-night subways, restaurants, clubs, Fifth Avenue, Broadway, four different seasons, distinctly different neighborhoods, uptown, downtown, a melting pot of different types of people. It’s an energetic, round-the-clock, “in your face” people everywhere place.

Los Angeles is quite different. It has palm trees, Rodeo Drive, movie studios, the Sunset Strip, beaches, year-round lovely weather, beautiful views, freeways, smog, and everywhere you look, cars, cars, cars. You won’t see many folks out walking on the streets of LA.

If you can afford it—and it can be very expensive—some actors live on both coasts at different times of the year. They are known as “bicoastal” actors. Each town has its busy seasons. For instance, Los Angeles casts for new TV pilots at specific times of year. Auditioning, and then perhaps being cast in a TV pilot, can give an actor’s career quite a boost.


How Long Will It Take?

Sorry, there are no guarantees. No one can tell you in advance how long it will take you to start (if ever) working as an actor. Many variables go into a successful acting career. You’ll need talent, of course; but more than that, you’ll need luck, and lots of it. Opportunities come and ago in the blink of an eye, and you’d better be smart enough to see when they’re coming your way. You have to learn to live with a lot of uncertainty in this business; for some, that is very difficult.




Deciding on New York

One reason that many actors begin their careers in New York is that New York is known for having some the best acting teachers and schools in the world. Another reason is that most people in the industry have a tremendous respect for actors experienced in theater. New York’s Broadway, Off-Broadway, and Off-Off-Broadway offer many opportunities for actors to both hone their craft and perhaps make a splash for themselves. There are countless stories of actors opening in plays in New York, getting rave reviews, being “discovered” overnight by agents and casting directors, and having their careers take off. Stage-experienced actors seem to make the transition to film and TV more easily than actors going the opposite route. Many agents and casting directors I spoke with felt that actors should spend at least a couple of years in New York, learning their craft and getting some serious stage experience, before (if ever) moving to Los Angeles.




New York Scouting Excursions

If you’ve decided to move to New York, I strongly suggest that you visit the city at least once prior to actually moving here. Come with your family or with a friend to check out the New York scene. It’s a large, complicated city. There’s a lot that you’ll need to know before you actually move here. A New York scouting expedition will help eliminate many fears and anxieties about the city. I suggest staying here for at least a couple of weeks. Don’t try to do it in just a few days. On your scouting expeditions to New York, you’ll need a temporary, inexpensive place to stay. The following places offer daily, weekly, and monthly apartment rentals:



Radio City Apartments 
142 West 49th Street 
New York, NY 10019 
(212) 730-0728


 Markle Residence 
(for women 18-50 years old) 
123 West 13th Street 
New York, NY 10014 
(212) 242-2400 
All rooms include maid 
service, phone, and bath, plus 
two meals per day


 Bedford Hotel 
118 East 40th Street 
New York, NY 10016 
(212) 697-4800


 YMCA West Side 
5 West 63rd Street 
New York, NY 10023 
212-875-4100


 Chelsea International Hostel 
251 West 20th Street 
(212-647-0010) 
New York, NY 10011-3501 
(Rates as low as $33 per night!)


 Hotel Wolcott 
4 West 31st Street 
New York, NY 10001 
(212) 268-2900


 Pickwick Arms Hotel 
230 East 51st Street 
New York, NY 10022 
(212) 355-0300








The Reality Factor: How Much Will It Cost?

New York is one of the most expensive cities to live in in the United States. Finding inexpensive housing has become nearly impossible, especially in the past few years. (See chapter 3 on apartment rentals.) That being said, there are ways to get by and not pay an arm and a leg. Actors, by and large, are incredibly resourceful. If you network with other actors, you can find out where the best bargains exist, from housing to shopping to entertainment. What follows is a preliminary discussion of some basic expenses you’ll come across. A more detailed account of expenses will follow in chapter 3.

More than likely, rent will be one of the largest expenses you will have. Housing in New York City is not cheap. There are many stories, though, of actors who luck out with a long-term, inexpensive sublet or miraculously find an apartment where the rent isn’t ridiculously high. Depending on where you live, the costs will vary a great deal. In New York, for the most part, heat and water are included with your rent. You’ll be paying extra, however, for gas and electricity.

At this time, the basic cost for telephone installation is $75. Depending on which features you add to your service (call waiting, caller ID, etc) and which calling plans you’ll use, the rates vary a great deal.

While you are out there pounding the pavement (more about that later), you’ll need to have a cell phone with an inexpensive plan. I wouldn’t depend much on public pay phones in New York. Many of them are broken or overpriced. There’s another reason why a cell phone may be a worthwhile investment. Casting directors and agents will need to contact you for auditions and bookings. The quicker they can reach you, the better. Some combination of cell phones, beepers, and answering services and machines are necessary to actors. Once again, depending on how you go, prices can vary wildly. You can get answering machines for as low as $20 or as much as $200. Answering services can be a cheap as $15 a month or as high as $75 (or more). Beepers and cell phones run the gamut from $50 a month and up. Most of the talent agents and casting directors that I spoke with said they prefer contacting actors on their cell phones.

Depending upon where you shop, you’ll spend an average of $50 to $90 a week on groceries. One thing you’ll discover is that the range of markup in different groceries in your neighborhood can be quite substantial. You’ll need to shop around for the most economical food stores in your area. Food prices in New York supermarkets tend to be slightly higher than outside the city, although that can vary widely, depending on the area. If you take advantage of the wonderful ethnic markets located throughout New York (especially Chinatown) and the diverse neighborhood restaurants that serve up international home cooking, you may actually end up spending less on food than you do outside New York (but don’t count on it).

For actors, watching movies and theater is not just entertainment but also a vital part of keeping up with business. It’s important to see what’s out there. The cost of a Broadway show has just gone up to $135, and movie tickets are now up to $12.50. But there are several ways to cut the high cost of entertainment.

The Theatre Development Fund (TDF) has a half-price theater ticket booth (TKTS) at Broadway and 47th Street and also offers discounted tickets by mail. TDF can be contacted by mail at 520 8th Avenue, Suite 801, New York, NY 10018. In addition, an organization called Audience Extras offers tickets for plays on and Off-Broadway for only $3.50 per ticket. There is an initial membership fee of $115 ($85 for the AE Annual Membership Fee plus an initial deposit of $30 put in a fund to start purchasing tickets). Audience Extras is at 109 West 26th Street, Suite 3B, New York, NY 10001, (212) 686-1966, Web site www.audienceextras.com.

Theater Extras, like Audience Extras, offers theater tickets at $4 each. They charge $99 per year. You can reach them at (914) 304-4093 or (212) 802-7277, www.theaterextras.com.

And Play By Play also offers theater tickets. They charge $99 (plus an $8 processing fee) for Internet. You can reach them at (212) 868-7052, www.play-by-play.com.

If you belong to the Screen Actors Guild (SAG) or Actors’ Equity (AEA), you can take advantage of the free and low-cost tickets to performances and screenings (see chapter 14 for contact information for these unions).

Other expenses include



	■ Internet service ($30 to $50 a month),

	■ clothing (varies),

	■ grooming ($15 to $75 per month),

	■ health clubs ($300 to $1,200 per year),

	■ classes ($200 to $400 per month),

	■ union dues (vary, depending on the union—see chapter 14),

	■ other professional expenses that you’ll come across on a day-to-day basis.
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BASIC STATS FOR THE NEW NEW YORKER


You’ll come to New York because you have a dream of becoming an actor, but you will also be making a life for yourself here. You’ll have to work, play, and survive here; so the more information you have about the city, the better. Since Manhattan is the borough that most people think of as the Big Apple, I’ll start with it.


New York: Basic Facts

Size

New York City: 301 square miles (485 square km) 
Manhattan: 22.7 square miles (36.5 square km) 
Length: 13.4 miles (21.5 km) 
Width: 2.3 miles (3.7 km) at the widest section, 0.8 miles 
(1.3 km) at the narrowest section


Population

8.3 million (2008 census)


Religions






	Catholic
	43.4 percent



	Jewish
	10.9 percent



	Baptist
	10.7 percent





Average Temperatures

Spring: 49–80 degrees Fahrenheit 
Summer: 63–85 degrees Fahrenheit 
Fall: 31–66 degrees Fahrenheit 
Winter: 26–49 degrees Fahrenheit 
For basic information, contact The Convention 
and Visitors Bureau, 810 7th Avenue, 3rd Floor, 
New York, NY 10019. Or go to www.nycgo.com.




Fifth Avenue divides Manhattan between east side and west side. Street numbers begin at 5th Avenue. For instance, 1 West 44th Street is the first building on the west side of 5th Avenue, and 1 East 44th Street is the first building on the east side of 5th Avenue. You’ll discover that most of the streets in Manhattan are one-way. With a few exceptions, traffic on even-numbered streets travels east, and traffic on odd-numbered streets travels west. Traffic on some of the crosstown streets, such as Canal, Houston, 14th, 23rd, 34th, 42nd, 57th, 72nd, 79th, and 86th streets, travels in both directions. Generally, when someone says that a location is “downtown,” they mean that it is south of 14th Street; when they refer to “uptown,” they mean north of 14th Street.


The Neighborhoods of Manhattan

Each of New York’s neighborhoods has a distinct flavor and unique history. As you travel through each different neighborhood, you’ll discover its individuality. I’d like to briefly discuss each of the neighborhoods, but the best way to really learn about them is to experience them yourself. In many of the sections that follow, I list some of the theaters and theater companies in that neighborhood. This is just a sampling of the hundreds of theaters in the city. Theaters and theater companies come and go. The ones listed here are not the only ones in an area, only those that are better known.


The Financial District

At the southern tip of the island is the Financial District. Due to the World Trade Center disaster, some of this area has been destroyed. Rebuilding has begun and will continue to restore the area.

The Financial District is the oldest section of Manhattan. It is where the first European settlers arrived. There are still centuries-old buildings, overshadowed by new skyscrapers.

Battery Park got its name from the forts that the American army built to fend off the British. Here, you can catch the ferries to Ellis Island and the Statue of Liberty. At the eastern edge of Battery Park, you can catch the free Staten Island Ferry, a great way to see many of the popular sights of the city in only twenty-five minutes. There are fantastic views of New York Harbor, Lower Manhattan, Ellis Island, and the Statue of Liberty.

The Battery Park Esplanade, a lovely place to visit, is a ninety-two-acre commercial and residential complex, running a mile and a half long, up to Chambers Street. It’s amazing to think that this area was built entirely on landfill at a cost of $4 billion. There are many beautiful sculptures by some well-known artists, as well as some serene and lovely views.

Bowling Green is just north of Battery Park. This small square, located at the corner of Broadway and Battery Place, is the oldest park in the city.

Not far away, on Broadway and Wall Street, is historic Trinity Church. The present structure was completed in 1846 and was the tallest building in Manhattan for most of the nineteenth century. In the cemetery next to the church, you’ll find the tombs of such notables as Alexander Hamilton. The burial ground goes back to 1681.

Nearby on Wall Street is the New York Stock Exchange. If you go inside, up to the balcony, you can catch the daily action. Once again, this is a freebie (but tough to get into sometimes). Be prepared for high security and individual inspections.

Across the street and east a bit is the Federal Hall National Memorial, the site of George Washington’s 1789 inauguration. It’s also the location of the country’s first capitol building. In 1702, the first city hall was built here.

Going uptown, you’ll come to city hall, the office of the mayor of New York. The building is a Federal-style landmark (1803–1812). The Alliance for Downtown New York has a salmon-colored jitney that stops at all major places of interest in the Financial District. Like the Staten Island Ferry, it’s free. One last place I suggest stopping while in the area is the South Street Seaport. There are cobblestone streets and a wooden pier that has some lovely views. Mainly, the area is filled with tourist shops and singles bars that really come to life after work hours.

While at the South Street Seaport, you might want to visit the Shooting Star Theater (in the Seaport) at 40 Peck Slip, New York, NY 10038. The telephone number is (646) 825-1864.




Tribeca

Tribeca (TriBeCa) was actually named by real estate developers in the 1970s. The name refers to the Triangle Below Canal Street. Back in the seventies, there were barely 250 people living in this area north of the Financial District. Back then, the area consisted of run-down warehouses. The real estate developers aggressively changed the look of the area (and all within a decade). At first, the rents were quite inexpensive, attracting artists and people in show business to the area. Performance spaces, art galleries, cafés, bistros, and charming little shops sprouted up seemingly overnight. But as often happens, the area became very popular, rents started to skyrocket, and many members of the art community were forced out. Now, the area is filled with upscale housing, chic restaurants, and shops all tucked into the little streets. Many film companies have their offices and screening rooms down there, and popular restaurants such as the Tribeca Grill and Nobu are located there.

The FleaTheater, 41 White Street, New York, NY 10013, (212) 226-0051




Soho

The area south of Houston Street (and north of Canal Street, between 6th Avenue and Lafayette Street) is called Soho. Here, you’ll discover many wonderful old cast-iron buildings, some of which have been turned into artist’s studios, lofts, trendy restaurants, and chic shops. In Soho, you’ll find many “downtown” artists and designers, boutiques and galleries. What was once a bohemian section of the city has become a very trendy, very expensive location. Soho is also well known for its great art galleries.

Some theaters to contact in this area are



	■ Soho Rep, 46 Walker Street, New York, NY 10013, (212) 941-8632;

	■ Synchronicity Space, 55 Mercer Street, New York, NY 10003, (212) 925-8645;

	■ Performing Garage, 33 Wooster Street, New York, NY 10013, (212) 966-3651;

	■ HERE Arts Center, 145 6th Avenue, Ground Floor, New York, NY 10013, (212) 647-0202.






Chinatown

Gravitating out from Canal Street, Chinatown contains over a third of New York’s Asian population. Many of the people who live here are from Thailand, Vietnam, Cambodia, and Malaysia. Supposedly, the first Chinese residents relocated here (at 8 Mott Street) in 1858. You can find exotic produce markets on the neighborhood’s many narrow streets, as well as vendors selling ginseng, stir-fried noodles, and other Asian delicacies. The corner of Mott and Pell Street is the unofficial center of Chinatown. You should take a walk down Mott Street to visit the many shops.




Little Italy

Little Italy is a charming section of lower Manhattan located between Canal, Houston, Elizabeth, and Lafayette streets. Since the 1960s, the area’s borders seem to be shrinking due to the expansion of Chinatown. What are left are some lovely streets, shops, and restaurants. There are some great authentic Italian restaurants located on Mulberry Street. For you, lovers of sweets, there’s the Ferrara pastry shop at 195 Grand Street. This is supposedly America’s oldest pastry shop.

Every autumn, Little Italy holds the San Gennaro Festival. This eleven-day celebration is famous for the authentic Italian food and music, the carnival games and the partylike atmosphere.




The Lower East Side

At one time, this area was the first stop in the city for Irish and German immigrants. Then it became home to Eastern European Jews, who lived there from the mid-nineteenth to the mid-twentieth century. There were more than four hundred thousand people living in the cramped Lower East Side in 1920. Yiddish theater flourished on Second Avenue. These were the theaters where you could catch the beginnings of Irving Berlin, George Gershwin, and the Marx Brothers. Check out Katz’s Deli at 205 East Houston Street to get a taste of some of the foods from those times.

If you walk down Orchard and Delancey streets, you can find some real bargains on vintage clothing, shoes, junk jewelry, even designer clothes.

Some theaters on the Lower East Side include



	■ Theater for the New City, 155 1st Avenue, New York, NY 10003, (212) 254-1109;

	■ New Federal Theatre, 292 Henry Street, New York, NY 10002-4804 (212) 353-1176, info@newfederaltheatre.org;

	■ Teatro LA TEA, 107 Suffolk Street, New York, NY 10012, Performance Space 122, 150 1st Avenue, New York, (212) 477-5829, www.ps122.org.







The Village

The Village is located from river to river between Houston Street and 14th Street. The West Village, or Greenwich Village, is located between Broadway and the Hudson River. To many, this is “the Village.” This area was originally built in the mid-1800s. It was the home of Edgar Allan Poe, Walt Whitman, and Mark Twain. There were lovely upper-class homes and lots of churches in the area. Eventually, theaters, galleries, and clubs followed. By the end of the nineteenth century, many working-class Italian immigrant families moved into the area south of Washington Square Park. It was at that same time that a gay subculture started to grow in the area. The Village was home to many social causes and political movements, from the antiwar protests of the sixties to gay rights in more recent years.

The geographical center and heart of the Village is Washington Square Park. At one time, there were public gallows there. Today, it is a popular place for street performers and chess players. It is the place to hang out and the unofficial New York University campus.

The East Village is considered a hip place to live and still has some reasonable rents, inexpensive restaurants, and very cool bars. At one time, it was the home of the Beat generation’s Allen Ginsberg and William S. Burroughs. Check out Tompkins Square Park, which is located between 7th and 10th streets, between avenues A and B. As Washington Square Park is to the West Village, so Tompkins Square Park is the heart of the East Village, and a nice place to hang out on a warm summer day. Don’t miss St. Mark’s Place on East 8th Street, east of 3rd Avenue. It’s the main drag in the East Village, filled with nifty shops and lots of street vendors.

Some theaters to take note of in the Village are



	■ the Cherry Lane Theater, 38 Commerce Street, New York, NY 10014, (212) 989-2020;

	■ the 13th Street Repertory Theater, 50 West 13th Street, New York, NY 10011, (212) 675-1011;

	■ Pan Asian Repertory Theater, 47 Great Jones Street, New York, NY 10012, (212) 505-5655;

	■ LaMaMa Experimental Theater, 74A East 4th Street, New York, NY 10003, (212) 254-6468;

	■ the Public Theater, 425 Lafayette Street, New York, NY 10003, (212) 260-2400;

	■ the Minetta Lane Theater, 18 Minetta Lane, New York, NY 10012, (212) 420-8000;

	■ MCC Theater at The Lucille Lortel Theatre, 121 Christopher St, New York, NY 10014, (212) 727-7722;

	■ Classic Stage Company, 136 East 13th Street, New York, NY 10003, (212) 677-4210.






Chelsea

Chelsea stretches from 5th Avenue to the Hudson River, between 14th and 26th streets. At one time, this area was a shipping district. For a while, it was an industrial area. Eventually, it became a run-down, low-income area. Today, it is a very trendy section of the city with a large gay population. You can also find some of the best art galleries in this area.

Some theaters in this area include



	■ Theaterworks/USA, 151 West 26th Street, New York, NY 10001, (212) 647-1100;

	■ the Atlantic Theater, 336 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011, (212) 645-8015.






The Flatiron District and Gramercy

Located between 5th Avenue and the East River, from 14th to 26th Street, this area was once the home of the Astors and the Roosevelts. Edith Wharton, O’Henry, and the playwright Eugene O’Neill all lived in this vicinity. Gramercy Park, at 20th and Irving Place, is a private green. Only those living in the immediate area are given keys. Not far from Gramercy Park is Theodore Roosevelt’s birthplace (28 East 20th Street), a lovely Victorian brownstone.

The Flatiron District is named after the triangular, terra-cotta office building located at 23rd Street and Fifth Avenue. The building is home to several model agencies, photographers, and many others involved in the fashion world.

Some theaters in this area include



	■ the Blue Heron Art Center Theater, 123 East 24th Street, New York, NY 10010, (212) 979-5000;

	■ Abington Theater Company, 312 West 36th Street, New York, NY 10018, (212) 868-2055;

	■ Workshop Theater Company, 312 West 36th Street, New York, NY 10018, (212) 695-4173;

	■ the Barrow Group Theater Company, 312 West 36th Street, New York, NY 10018, (212) 760-2615;

	■ the National Asian American Theatre Co, 520 8th Avenue, Suite 308, New York, NY 10018, (212) 244-0447.






Midtown

The area between the rivers from the thirties to the fifties in called “midtown.” It is a densely commercialized area. Times Square, theaters, concert halls, the Empire State Building, and Rockefeller Center are all located here. Times Square itself is located at West 42nd Street and 7th Avenue. Known as the “Crossroads of the World,” this thirty-square-block neighborhood is midtown Manhattan’s central intersection. It’s filled with restaurants, hotels, theaters, shops, and razzle-dazzle signs. This is an important area for actors as the major Broadway theaters are located in this area. Most transportation goes to Times Square, and taxis are plentiful, so save yourself a lot of trouble and do not drive to this area. More than 1.5 million people walk through Times Square every day. The flagpole on the roof of One Times Square is where you’ll see the ball drop every New Year’s Eve.

You’ll also find many department stores in the midtown area, as well as St. Patrick’s Cathedral on 5th Avenue, which runs right through the middle of midtown. The eastern and western edges of midtown are primarily residential areas.

Take a stroll over to Bryant Park on 42nd Street and 6th Avenue, right behind the world-famous New York Public Library (42nd and 5th). Bryant Park was the home of the 1853 World’s Fair, and it’s a nice place to relax in midtown on a nice spring day. A couple of blocks east of Bryant Park is Grand Central Terminal (42nd Street and Park Avenue). Built in 1913, this neo-Renaissance-style landmark is one of the city’s most impressive architectural accomplishments. Not far from Grand Central is the Chrysler Building (Lexington Avenue and 42nd Street). This was the city’s first skyscraper (seventy-seven stories). It was built in 1930 and is an art deco masterpiece.

As an actor, it’s important that you know where all the Broadway theaters are. Quite often, producers hold auditions there.






Broadway Theaters


The Ambassador Theater, 219 West 49th Street 
The American Airlines Theater, 229 West 42nd Street 
The Brooks Atkinson Theater, 256 West 47th Street 
The Ethel Barrymore Theater, 243 West 47th Street 
The Vivian Beaumont Theater, 150 West 65th Street (Lincoln Center)


 The Belasco Theater, 111 West 44th Street 
The Booth Theater, 222 West 45th Street 
The Broadhurst Theater, 235 West 44th Street 
The Broadway Theater, 1601 Broadway (at 53rd Street) 
Circle in the Square Theater, 235 West 50th Street 
The Cort Theater, 138 West 48th Street


 Foxwoods Theatre, 213 West 42nd Street 
The Gershwin Theater, 222 West 51st Street 
The John Golden Theater, 252 West 45th Street 
The Helen Hayes Theater, 240 West 44th Street The Al Hirschfeld Theater, 302 West 45th Street 
The Imperial Theater, 249 West 45th Street 
Bernard B. Jacons Theater, 242 West 45th Street 
The Walter Kerr Theater, 219 West 48th Street 
The Longacre Theater, 220 West 48th Street 
The Lunt-Fontanne Theater, 205 West 46th Street 
The Lyceum Theater, 149 West 45th Street 
The Majestic Theater, 247 West 44th Street 
The Marquis Theater, 1535 Broadway (at 46th Street) 
Henry Miller Theater, 124 West 43rd Street 
The Minskoff Theater, 200 West 45th Street 
The Music Box Theater, 239 West 45th Street 
The Nederlander Theater, 208 West 41st Street 
The New Amsterdam Theater, 212 West 42nd Street 
The New Victory Theater, 209 West 42nd Street 
The Eugene O’Neil Theater, 230 West 49th Street 
The Palace Theater, 1564 Broadway (at 47th Street) 
The Plymouth Theater, 236 West 45th Street 
The Richard Rodgers Theater, 226 West 46th Street 
Gerald Schoenfeld Theater, 236 West 45th Street 
The Shubert Theater, 225 West 44th Street 
The Neil Simon Theater, 250 West 52nd Street 
St James Theater, 246 West 44th Street 
Studio 54, 254 West 54th Street 
The Stephen Sondheim Theater, 124 West 43rd Street 
August Wilson Theater, 245 West 52nd Street 
The Winter Garden Theater, 1634 Broadway (at 51st Street)




Central Park

Central Park runs from 59th Street to 110th Street, between 5th Avenue and Central Park West. This world-famous park is an oasis in the middle of all the concrete. It was designed in 1858 by Fredrick Law Olmstead and Calvert Vaux. At the end of a long day, it’s a pleasure to stroll through one of the meadows or stop off and just relax at one of the lakes. In the summer, you can enjoy free Shakespeare in the park at the Delacorte Theater. Top directors give new renderings of classic plays in star-studded productions, like that of The Seagull, starring Meryl Streep and Kevin Kline and directed by Mike Nichols.




Upper West Side

The Upper West Side is located between 59th Street and 110th Street, between the Hudson River and Central Park. Because of the closeness to Central Park and the many neighborhood services and conveniences, it’s a very desirable living area. Columbus Avenue has many trendy shops, restaurants, and bars. For you, museum buffs, there’s famed American Museum of Natural History between 77nd and 81st streets on Central Park West.

Some theaters on the Upper West Side are



	■ the Promenade Theater, 2162 Broadway, New York, NY 10024, (212) 580-1313;

	■ the Vivian Beaumont Theater, 150 West 65th Street, New York, NY 10023, (212) 362-7600;

	■ the Mitzi E. Newhouse Theater, 150 West 65 Street New York, NY 10023, (212) 362-7600.






Upper East Side

Some of the world’s most expensive designer boutiques can be found on Madison Avenue on the East Side. There are also many terrific restaurants and bars, some quite old, some new and trendy. And then, of course, there are the museums, some of the most famous in the world. Both the Metropolitan Museum (1000 5th Avenue at 82nd Street) and the Guggenheim Museum (1071 5th Avenue, between 88th and 89th Streets) are located on what’s been called the Museum Mile. You’ll also find the Whitney Museum of American Art there (945 Madison Avenue at 75th Street).

On 89th Street and East End Avenue (in Carl Schurz Park) is Gracie Mansion. This is the home of the mayor of New York. If you’re interested in visiting this 1779 Federal-style mansion, you can take a tour any Wednesday.

Some theaters on the Upper East Side are



	■ the Mazur Theater, 555 East 90th Street, New York, NY 10028, (212) 369-8890;

	■ St. Bart’s Playhouse, 109 East 50th Street, New York, NY 10022, (212) 751-1616.






Harlem

Harlem is located between the rivers, from 97th Street to 168th Street. It is the largest residential area in the city, covering some six square miles. Originally, it was a Dutch settlement called Nieuw Haarlem (New Haarlem) back in 1658. The row houses and apartment buildings on Strivers Row (West 138th Street) were built in the 1890s by some of the top architects of the time. In the twenties, Harlem became the cultural hub of black America. At one time, you could go uptown to the Apollo Theater on 125th Street and catch the likes of Billie Holiday or Ella Fitzgerald. Unfortunately, social and economic factors led to the neighborhood’s drastic deterioration, so that by the 1970s, Harlem was reputed to be one of the most dangerous, crime-riddled, and drug-infested parts of the city. Now, however, it is on the upswing. There are Starbucks and Gap stores slowly coming into the area. Many of the incredible brownstones are getting facelifts, and the area is becoming home to students, yuppies, and realty investors. Former president Bill Clinton now has his offices in Harlem.

One theater to check out in Harlem is the National Black Theater, 2031 5th Avenue, New York, NY 10035, (212) 722-3800. Other theater in Harlem is



	■ the Classical Theatre of Harlem, 520 8th Avenue, New York, NY 10018, (212) 564-9983.




Safety First: Know How to Protect Yourself

As you may know, New York City has had a dramatic reduction in its civilian crime rate in the last few years. There are a great number of police officers on New York City streets these days, especially since the World Trade Center disaster. But even with all the police out on the streets, you still must always provide for your own personal safety. There are two basic rules to keep in mind: try not to make eye contact with strangers, and don’t be too friendly with strangers. I know that for some out-of-towners, this kind of behavior might seem very unsociable. Walking around, carrying a camera, and constantly looking at street maps can make you look like someone new to the city. Tourists are easy marks for scam artists and pickpockets.

Public bathrooms, if you can find any or that are open, are generally not well-kept and are potential crime scenes. Generally, hotels, department stores, and restaurants (pretend you’re a customer) are safer for those times when you’ve “just got to go.”

While walking around the city, you should not keep your jewelry on display (especially if you find yourself on the subways or in dangerous neighborhoods). If you’re wearing expensive jewelry, simply conceal it under your clothing. That expensive diamond ring that you’re wearing should be turned around on your finger, so that only the band is showing. Handbags should be gripped tightly, and wear the strap diagonally.

Central Park is a wonderful place to walk through during the day, but can be somewhat dangerous at night. If you must go through the park, walk on the main thoroughfares, not in any of the woody areas. After dark, it’s generally safer to walk on main thoroughfares—that is, avenues—rather than streets. And if possible, go in groups rather than alone.

Don’t carry too much money; there’s always an ATM around somewhere. Speaking of ATMs, always make sure of who else is near you when you’re taking out cash. Make your cash pickups during daylight hours and check the mirrors. Don’t count your cash in public, tuck your wallet in a discreet pocket, and always hide some emergency money in a shoe or sock.








A Brief Introduction to the Four Other Boroughs

I am not going to devote a lot of space to the rest of New York City here. The Metropolitan area is colorful and various, from the historic seaport community of City Island (off the Bronx) to the factories-turned-galleries of DUMBO (in Brooklyn). During your downtime (when you are not studying and working), you can explore the many sights and communities. Here is a brief overview of what is out there.


Brooklyn

Brooklyn is the largest of the five boroughs of New York. It is the one-time home of Woody Allen, Mae West, Neil Diamond, Barbra Streisand, and recent Tony winner Mel Brooks, among many celebrities. It has more than 2.9 million residents. Many people consider Brooklyn to be a city within the city. There are many different cultural communities scattered throughout the borough, such as Brighton Beach, which has more than three hundred thousand people from the former Soviet Union.

Sights to see in Brooklyn include the Brooklyn Heights Historic District, (especially Montague Street). This lovely fifty-street area is filled with charming restaurants, cafés, and brownstones. While there, you can take in a lovely view of Manhattan from the Waterfront Promenade.

Also in Brooklyn is the Brooklyn Museum at 200 Eastern Parkway, near Park Slope. This is the second largest art museum in New York. And of course, there’s the world famous Brooklyn Botanical Gardens (900 Washington Avenue, at Eastern Parkway). The Brooklyn Academy of Music has some of the most exciting theater in the world. This 145-year-old theater is home to the New Wave Festival of music, dance, and theater. You can catch some interesting international and avant-garde theater here from October through December.

Some theaters in Brooklyn include



	■ King’s County Shakespeare Company, 138 South Oxford Street, Brooklyn, NY 11217, (718) 398-0546;

	■ St Luke’s Lutheran Church Theater, 259 Washington Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11205, (718) 622-5612;

	■ Heights Players Theatre, 26 Willow Place, Brooklyn, NY 11201, (718) 237-2752;

	■ Harry Warren Theatre, 2445 Bath Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11214, (718) 996-4800;

	■ Outreach Theatre Inc. Theatre of Dreams”, 1219 77th Street, Brooklyn, NY (718) 680-3319;

	■ Impact Theatre Company, 190 Underhill Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11238, (718) 390-7163;

	■ Gallery Players, 199 14th Street | Brooklyn, NY 11215, (718) 595-0547.






The Bronx

The Bronx was named after the Dutch settler, Jonas Bronck, who claimed this area as his farm back in 1636. For many years, this borough has been given a bad rap. The truth of the matter is, there actually are beautiful residential areas to be found in the Bronx, especially in the northern part.

The Bronx Zoo (Bronx River Parkway and Fordham Road) is the largest urban zoo in the United States. Check out the Congo gorilla forest. It’s a re-creation of an African rain forest. Also, try to get to the New York Botanical Garden (200th Street and Southern Boulevard), a National Historic Landmark. Here, you’ll see everything from rainforests to desert plant life in the garden’s glass conservatory. And of course, there’s “The House That Ruth Built,” Yankee Stadium (161st Street), for all you baseball fans.

While in the Bronx, check out the Pregones Theater, 575 Walton Avenue, Bronx, NY 10451,(718) 585-1202.




Staten Island

Like the Bronx, Staten Island is often put down and known primarily for the Fresh Kills garbage dump. But there are large areas of protected wilderness on Staten Island that are unlike anything else in any of the other boroughs.

It wasn’t until 1964, when the Verrazano-Narrows Bridge was built, that there was a connecting land link between Staten Island and Brooklyn. The Staten Island Ferry departs from Battery Park, and it’s a scenic ride, as well as the best way to get there.

Theaters on Staten Island include



	■ Go Forth Productions, 8 Remsen Street, Staten Island, NY 10504, (718) 987-4939;

	■ Sundog Theatre Inc., 370 St. Mark’s Place, Staten Island, NY 10301, (718) 816-5453;

	■ Staten Island Shakespearean Theatre Company, 460 Brielle Avenue, Staten Island, NY, (718) 390-6616.






Queens

Queens was named in 1683, after Queen Catherine of Braganza, the wife of Charles II of England. Until the nineteenth century, it remained primarily a rural area. Today, Queens is made up of many working-class and middle-class neighborhoods. There are more than seventy-five cultural groups living in Queens. Jamaica, Queens, is largely made up of Caribbean families, Astoria has many Greek families, and Flushing has a very large Chinatown. Queens was once the home of Jerry Seinfield, Marvin Hamlish, and Paul Simon.

Flushing Meadows-Corona Park was the location of not one but two world’s fairs. The Unisphere, a sculpture of the Earth, still remains standing from the 1964 World’s Fair. For sports enthusiasts, there’s Shea Stadium (home of the Mets), the National Tennis Center (the location of the U.S. Open), and Belmont and Aqueduct Racetracks.

And of course, there are Kaufman Astoria Studios and Silvercup Studios, home to many film and TV productions. Some of the great films of the 1920s and 1930s were shot in Queens, including films with Marlene Dietrich, the Marx Brothers, and Edward G. Robinson. The American Museum of the Moving Image at 3601 35th Avenue (in Astoria) is a unique museum that pays tribute to films and TV series. Opened in 1988, and built in what was once an old Paramount studio, it contains three floors of fascinating movie and TV history exhibits. For more information on this important actor-must-see museum, call (718) 784-0077 or (718) 784-4520.

Some theaters in Queens are



	■ Thalia Spanish Theatre, 47-17 Greenpoint Avenue, Sunnyside, NY 11104, (718) 729-3880;

	■ Queensborough Performing Arts Center 22205 56th Avenue, Bayside, NY 11364, (718) 631-6311.




Getting Around

Unlike most of the cities in the rest of the world, New York City has public transportation twenty-four hours a day. To ride the subway, you must purchase a MetroCard. You can buy these MetroCards at subway station booths, as well as many locations around the city that show a “MetroCards Sold Here” sign. At this printing, the following rates apply: the flat fare for a ride (on buses and subways) is $2.25.

With a Pay-Per-Ride MetroCard, you can buy as many rides as you want from $4.50 to $80. If you put $8 or more on your card, you’ll get a 15 percent bonus—for example, a $20 purchase gives you $23 on your card. The seven-day unlimited-use card costs $27, or you can purchase a one-month unlimited-use card for $89. If you want to get an unlimited-use card for one day, that’ll cost you $8.25.

Thousands of people use the trains to commute to work and school each day. Signs indicating the route of the line are sometimes found inside each car, and there are maps in each car showing the whole subway system. The subway is usually the fastest way to shuttle from one borough to another.

The five boroughs have extensive bus systems, and routes and schedules are posted at many bus stops. The Metropolitan Transit Authority produces a separate bus map for each borough; unfortunately, it is difficult to obtain copies of many of these maps. You can try to pick them up from subway token booths, but forget about trying to get them on the buses.

For more information on MetroCards, call (212) 638-7632. For the MTA status information hot line, call (718) 243-7777, which is updated hourly from 6 a.m. to 9 a.m.
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OKAY, YOU’RE HERE. NOW WHAT?

New York City is one of the most expensive places to live in the United States. Now that rent control is slowly being eliminated, those great little low-cost rent deals that you used to be able to find are practically extinct. One possible way to help cut the cost of high rentals is to get a roommate (or roommates). There are many reputable roommate services in New York that will be happy (for a fee) to help you either find people who already have apartments and are looking for a roommate or match you up with someone like yourself, looking to find a place.

There are several ways to find an apartment in New York. The Village Voice, a free weekly newspaper, comes out on Wednesdays and can be found in many locations throughout the city, from groceries to libraries to major chain drugstores. A second great source is the Sunday New York Times. Also, on the web try www.craigslist.org, another great resource for apartment hunters. Other recommendations include local newspapers throughout the city that have classified sections.

Many people turn to realtors to help with their search for an apartment. Never pay a realtor money up front. You only pay when they find you the apartment you decide to rent. Generally, their fees are 15 percent.


Rent Costs, Neighborhood by Neighborhood

These figures were current when this book went to press.


	■ Greenwich Village: studio/one bedroom, $1,500 to $4,000; two bedrooms, $4,100 to $7,500

	■ Chelsea: studio/one bedroom, $1,700 to $4000; two bedrooms, $4,100 to $6,500

	■ Hell’s Kitchen, now known as Clinton: studio/one bedroom, $2,000 to $3000; two bedrooms, $3,200 to $4000

	■ Upper West Side: studio/one bedrooms, $1,900 to $3,000; two bedrooms, $3,500 to $5,000

	■ Morningside Heights/Above 96th Street: studio/one bedroom, $1,300 to $2,200; two bedrooms, $1,800 to $2,800

	■ Harlem: studio/one bedroom, $1,100 to $2,000; two bedrooms, $1,500 to $3,000

	■ East Village: studio/one bedroom, $1,400 to $2,500; two bedrooms, $1,900 to $3,000

	■ Noho: studio/one bedroom $1,900 to $5,000; two bedrooms, $4,000 to $8,000

	■ Soho: studio/one bedroom, $2,000 to $4,500; two bedrooms, $5,500 to $10,000

	■ Lower East Side: studio/one bedroom, $1,750 to $3,000; two bedrooms, $2,300 to $3,000

	■ Tribeca: studio/one bedroom, $2,200 to $4,400; two bedrooms, $4,000 to $10,000

	■ East Side (Midtown): studio/one bedroom, $3,000 to $4,500; two bedrooms, $4,500 to $8,200

	■ Union Square/Gramercy Park Area: studio/one bedroom, $1,600 to $3,000; two bedrooms, $2,600 to $4,000

	■ Queens/Astoria and Long Island City: studio/one bedroom, $1,000 to $2,000; two bedrooms, $1,500 to $2,000






Interviews with New York Realtors, Sandy Reilly and Bill Massof

Aside from up-to-the-minute book stats, I felt that a couple of interviews with New York City realtors would also be helpful in your search for that perfect apartment. Much of the following information is totally subjective, based on the realtor’s experience. Sandy Reilly is a full-time real estate broker. Bill Massoff is an actor and part-time real estate broker.

Sandy Reilly (SR) 
Reilly Associates 
211 East 43rd Street, Suite 1008 
New York, NY 10017 
(212) 490-2003 
reillyassoc@netscape.net


How has the apartment rental situation changed in the last decade or so? How would you describe the marketplace now?


SR: The obvious thing is that the prices have gone up tremendously in the last decade. It’s been a seller’s market. As a matter of fact, people have been bidding on apartments. Sometimes, if you’re buying, or even renting, and you put a deposit on it, it doesn’t mean that you’re going to definitely get it. If someone comes in at a higher price, there’s a good chance that you’ll lose it, even a rental.

Now, the economy has changed, and you can already tell that it’s getting bad for the sellers. It’s getting better for the renters. It’s happening slowly, but it’s happening. All of a sudden, buildings are getting apartments to rent.



In what areas of the city (or outside of the city) do you think you can still find “reasonable” housing?

SR: Areas like Greenpoint in Brooklyn are good to look at. Greenpoint is only ten minutes away from the city. A lot of the homes there are renovated. Astoria, Queens, has gone up in price, but you can still get a good price. Jackson Heights, Queens, is also still good, as is Bedford-Stuyvesant in Brooklyn. Forget Brooklyn Heights; it’s very expensive over there.


Roughly, how much are studio and one-bedroom apartments renting for in the different sections of the city, and how hard are they to come by?

SR: You can find alcove studios on the Upper East Side, in good buildings with doormen, for $1,800 to $2,300. (An alcove studio, by the way, is bigger than a regular studio.) That’s a lot of money for a young actor coming to New York. One bedrooms in these same doorman buildings are $2,500 and up. Now, in not-so-elegant buildings, the prices obviously are lower for both one bedrooms and studios. If you go uptown, in the 90s, you can get good prices. But they’re building new luxury high-rises up there, so the prices for those spaces will not be low. The 50s through the 80s are prime on the East Side. I’m talking the area closer to Central Park. You can still find something reasonable if you rent in a three- to five-floor walk-up. You have to really look, but they are there.


What is expected of a first-time tenant in New York City (security deposits, references, etc.)?

SR: One month’s rent, one month’s security. The potential renter will have to have a job, a bank account in the city, a Social Security number, some form of references. Actors are not exactly the most desirable tenants. For the most part, actors come here without a job and relatively little money. If buildings can get a parent to cosign for the young actor, it might not be so hard.


Specifically, can you think of anything a first-time tenant should know before renting an apartment in New York?

SR: Don’t come in with great expectations. Don’t think you’ll find exactly what you want in square footage. Not right now, not in this market. People who live out of New York pay much, much less for much, much more room. Ask yourself if you can really afford to live in the city. My advice is take a first apartment that isn’t exactly what you want, live there for a year so that you can learn the lay of the land. During that time, you can be looking around for more of what you’re looking for. You’ll have much more time to search and network.


Including using realtors, what are the best ways to find apartments in New York?

SR: The New York Times, the Village Voice.


Any apartment rental scams that actors need to know about?

SR: There are many things that go on that are “unethical,” but they are not illegal. People promise you things but don’t come across, and you’re left with no apartment. The one good thing about using good brokers in New York is, they can protect you from some of the scams out there. They know the buildings they represent, and they know the management of the buildings. There is usually a relationship between the broker and the management of the building. The broker knows how the maintenance in that building is.


Any other advice that you have for actors looking for housing in New York?


SR: My best advice for actors thinking of moving to New York: don’t live in Manhattan unless you have a good amount of money. Right now, it’s just too expensive, and you won’t be getting your money’s worth.

Outside of the city, you won’t go through such heavy reference checks. Here, as I said, you may have to have someone sign for you since you don’t have a job, a bank account, or references.

One of the very compatible jobs actors take to supplement their careers is that of real estate agent. Aside from what could be a lucrative income, the flexibility of hours is very conducive to an actor’s schedule. What follows is an interview with successful actor/ model/realtor Bill Massof.

Bill Massof, actor, realtor at Custom Brokers 
Custom Brokers 
Real Estate Brokerage 
361 West Broadway, Floor 2 
New York, NY 10013 
T (212)-334-3011



Being a musician, I came here initially to be a part of the vibrant music scene. But in my first year in the city, I met many people who introduced me to other activities I had never considered trying before. I took an acting class, did a test shoot with a photographer for modeling, and began working part-time as a waiter. Eventually, I started working as an actor and model on a regular basis, making a living doing commercials, TV, film, and print ads. I never stopped pursuing my music, writing, and performing with various bands over the years. Now I am practicing real estate sales in conjunction with my acting and modeling, working with Suzanne Brose at Custom Brokers, a friend from my early days in the city.


 How did you come to be interested in working in real estate?


BM: I became interested in doing real estate sales through other actors and models I knew, who recommended it as a good second career. The flexible schedule allows you to go on auditions and castings and to be available for acting jobs, most of which tend to book at the last minute.

The fact that it is a people-oriented business, where you are dealing with customers face-to-face, also appealed to me. I already had some experience in sales from having worked in several New York City department stores prior to my acting career.



What does the work entail?

The practice of real estate entails many aspects as a sales person primarily, facilitating the buying, selling, or renting of a home on behalf of a client or customer. You are essentially the person who orchestrates the process of finding the right match between buyer and seller, tenant and landlord. To this end, the more you know about the market, the better you are able to inform the parties involved and point them in the right direction. Your job is to provide all relevant and pertinent information useful to the client reaching his goal. This means getting to know your customer’s wants and needs, asking questions, finding and viewing viable options, and refining the search until the customer is satisfied.


 How did you prepare for this kind of work? Were there tests involved?

The state of New York requires that you take a seventy-five-hour course at an accredited school of real estate. You must pass both the school exam and a separate New York State exam. This qualifies you for a license. However, any prospective licensee must become affiliated with a brokerage agency who is willing to sponsor you. In effect, you agree to follow the rules and guidelines of the New York State Real Estate Board, and your broker is responsible for making sure you understand and follow these rules. The course can be taken in a concentrated ten days or spread out over four months.


 Given the present economic crisis, how has the real estate market been affected? How does that affect your work on a day-to-day basis?

The real estate market is currently in the process of recovering from an economy in severe recession. Buying and selling of properties has been at a low ebb, but is starting to show signs of improvement as the economy grows and the stock market rises. Investors have been cautiously waiting on the sidelines, looking for a sign that we’ve hit bottom and that the risks of a worsening downturn are outweighed by the positive signs for a recovery.

For the real estate salesperson, this means more activity as buyers venture out to take advantage of the low interest rates and home prices. Rentals remain a strong market due to landlords offering incentives, such as a free month’s rent, payment of the broker’s fee, or both.

Where do you work?

I am licensed to work anywhere in the state of New York, but I tend to work mainly in Manhattan, where I live, and occasionally in Brooklyn and Queens.


 What are the present prices (general) in your marketplace (rental rates, to buy rates, etc?)?

There is a wide range of prices for rental units, condos, and co-ops in my marketplace, from full-service luxury buildings on Park Avenue to prewar six-floor walk-ups on the Lower Eastside. The prices vary at any given time, however, depending on supply and demand, and the overall health of the economy.


 What kind of real estate do you primarily deal with (rentals, condos, etc.)? Primarily rental, since that is currently the most active market. I do have clients who are looking to buy—one who is selling and a condo owner who is planning to rent out his apartment.


 How have you managed both an acting career and a career in real estate? Are they compatible?

I have found a way to do both by organizing my time according to the demands of each business. Practicing real estate is very time sensitive, a process that requires complete attention and focus on the needs of the client from start to finish. Every step of this process is as important as the next, and one misstep can easily turn into a lost customer. It is important that everything happen in a timely fashion, according to the needs of the client and the client’s schedule. The acting business is very similar in many ways. You need to be available to make the audition during the time allotted and be available for the shoot on whatever days you are needed.

Initially, I struggled with this conflict being jerked back and forth between obligations to my clients and responding to acting and modeling opportunities at the same time. My broker, Suzanne Brose, and her office manager, Tom Bohan, at Custom Brokers, helped me solve this problem by pairing me with another agent who could step in and take my place whenever a conflict arose. This allowed the agent-customer relationship to continue seamlessly, never missing a beat, so that when I returned to my customer, it was like I never left.


Any suggestions for actors who might think of coming to New York?

Network, network, network. This comes naturally for many people but is very difficult for others. It is necessary, however, for both acting and real estate. It is also true for finding an apartment on your own. For someone coming to New York for the first time, it is important to come prepared for the reality of the high living expenses here, especially rent. Prepare ahead of time by visiting the city, getting to know people, and establishing relationships, so that when you are ready to move, you have a network and you know the lay of the land.




Places to Shop

There are thousands of places to shop in New York. Since this isn’t a book on tourism, I’m just mentioning a few of each, just to start you out. You can’t beat New York for some of the best bargains around. Sure, there are the high-end designer stores in Soho and on the Upper East Side, but there’s also Orchard Street on the Lower East Side, where great bargains were born. I’ll be listing the best shopping neighborhoods and streets.


Lower Manhattan / Financial District

You should check out the South Street Seaport (Take the 2, 3, 4, 5 subways to Fulton Street). There you’ll find stores like Abercrombie & Fitch and Ann Taylor. There’s a lovely ambience in this area that makes shopping even more fun.

The great store in this area is Century 21. This has been called “the king” of discount department stores. Perfect for the actor’s budget—you can find unbelievable bargains here, as well as camera and computer equipment.




Chinatown

Here you’ll find knockoff sunglasses and watches, leather goods, and backpacks. As you walk along Canal, Mulberry, Mott, and Elizabeth streets, you’ll find all kinds of inexpensive items. Do not purchase bootleg DVDs, software, and videos as these are stolen goods. I personally advise you not to buy answering machines, radios, and things like that in this area. I’ve been told that if you absolutely must purchase these items here, be sure to open the box first before you buy.




Lower East Side

This area runs from Houston to Canal, along Orchard, Allen, and Ludlow. Years ago, you could find all kinds of bargains in this area. Not anymore. You can find some bargains here, on things like luggage, shoes, leather goods, and linens. Because many store-owners in this area are Jewish, shops are closed Friday afternoon and Saturday. You can find hip, edgy clothing south of Houston and north of Grand Street, between Allen and Clinton.




Soho

There are many trendy stores here, from Banana Republic to A/X Armani, J. Crew, Guess, H&M, Bloomingdale’s, and Prada. This area runs from Broadway west to 6th Avenue and from Houston Street to Canal Street. Broadway is the most commercial strip in this area. Stop off at Dean and Deluca’s for coffee or a quick lunch.




Nolita

This area near Little Italy has become a very hot shopping area in the last few years. Elizabeth Street and nearby Mott and Mulberry streets have many interesting ethnic shops, including Indomix (232 Mulberry Street) and Tracy Feith (240 Mulberry Street).




The East Village

To many, this area is where the truly hip shoppers get their clothes. The best way to get here is to take the number 6 train to Astor Place. Designers like Jill Anderson (331 East 9th Street) and Janice Huminska (315 East 9th Street) have stores here. There are many boutiques in this area. Don’t miss St. Mark’s Place—8th Street turns into St. Mark’s from 3rd Avenue to Avenue A.




Greenwich Village

There are tons of great shops and boutiques in the West Village. You can also find antique shops, gourmet, crafts, and affordable, trendy shoes.

Bleecker Street, west of 6th Avenue, offers great gourmet food shops like Amy’s Bread and Murray’s Cheese. There are also many trendy clothing stores in this area, including Ralph Lauren, Marc Jacobs, and Intermix.




The Meatpacking District / Chelsea

This area goes from 14th Street to 29th Street and from 7th Avenue to the West Side Highway. You’ll see many art galleries here as well as top designers like Stella McCartney (West 14th Street) and Christian Louboutin (59 Horatio Street).






The Flatiron District / Union Square

Here you’ll find everything from a giant Whole Foods to Filene’s Basement to Barnes & Noble. Don’t miss the great Greenmarket, which is the biggest farmers’ market in the city. The lower 5th Avenue and 6th Avenue area offers Victoria’s Secret, T.J. Maxx, Kenneth Cole, and Old Navy.


Herald Square

Yes, here is where you’ll find the world’s largest department store, the Macy’s on 7th Avenue and West 34th Street. Also, don’t miss the Manhattan Mall, which has a stunning array of stores (West 33rd Street).




Times Square

More and more stores seem to be populating the Times Square area these days, selling everything from clothing to athletic goods, and don’t forget beauty retailer Sepoera. The great Virgin Megastore, which was a popular tourist destination, closed a few years ago. Forever 21 is now in that location (1540 Broadway) You’ll also find Toys “R” Us (1514 Broadway, West 44th Street and Broadway), and nearby, the Diamond District (West 47th Street between 5th and 6th Avenues).




Fifth and Madison Avenues from 57th to 79th Streets

Here you’ll find Tiffany & Co., Niketown, Louis Vuitton, Banana Republic, and many upscale retailers as well as less pricey options. Stores range from Saks Fifth Avenue, Henri Bendel, and Barneys New York to Versace to the NBA store. This area is a shopper’s dream, the quintessential “shop ’til you drop” location.

THE DRAMA BOOK SHOP 
250 West 40th Street 
New York, NY 10018 
(212) 944-0595 or 1-800-322-0595


The Drama Book Shop is unquestionably New York’s best place to find plays, anthologies of plays, biographies, theater- and film-related works, videos, etc. The store has a lounge that’s used for readings, book signings, and presentations. In addition, there is an intimate basement space used for play readings and small play productions. A must-go for all actors!




The Upper West Side

Aside from being a wonderful area to live, the Upper West Side is a great place to shop. The stretch of Columbus Avenue from West 66th Street to West 86th Street offers all sorts of stores, from small boutiques to national chains. Nearby Amsterdam Avenue also has some boutiques, and over on Broadway, there seems to be an increasing number of new stores. But Broadway on the Upper West Side is a gourmet haven, featuring stores like Zabar’s and Fairway.






You Gotta Have Friends: Nightlife in New York

After a week of making the rounds and auditions, it’s nice to go out on the weekends. New York is the city that never sleeps. There are thousands of night spots in New York, from the sophisticated cabarets uptown to the grungy East Village clubs and bars; there’s something here for everyone. Again, I’m just mentioning a handful here.


Main Sources of Information for What’s Happening

Here are some periodicals that can tell you what’s happening in New York:

Paper Magazine’s “P.M. ’Til Dawn” and bar sections list the latest trendy hot spots.
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