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Increase faith in the hearts of growing Christians

	
Inspire holiness in the lives of believers

	
Instill hope in the hearts of struggling people everywhere



Because He’s coming again!
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To God, “who was, and is, and is to come”

(Revelation 4:8)
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Foreword

Historic events recorded in this book are meant only to be representative of activities occurring on that date and are in no way exhaustive. Not every significant event occurring on each date could be included due to space limitations. Also, not every date had activities of sufficient interest to be included here. Inclusion of a given event in this book does not imply endorsement of that event.

Birthdays were chosen from available information for those persons believed to be of greatest interest to readers of this book. Inclusion within this book is for information purposes only and does not necessarily imply endorsement of the lifestyle or activities of the persons listed. (Likewise, exclusion does not imply disapproval of a given individual.)

Efforts have been made to provide a balanced listing between historic and contemporary figures of general interest from such fields as religion, education, entertainment, the arts, politics, athletics, and government.

Reasonable efforts have been made to authenticate all information contained herein. However, all listings are subject to errors at the data source over which the author has no control.

Because illustrations have been used, reused, and published in many different forms over the years, it is nearly impossible to determine the originator of such stories. Every effort has been made to credit the originator of illustrations where such information is readily available. It is the author’s intention to provide credit where the original source can be determined. Sources who can verify the originality of their work contained herein will be given credit in future printings. For those not wishing their content to be published, their content will be deleted.

Readers desiring further information or having questions or suggestions for future editions are encouraged to submit them via this Web site: www.onthisdayonline.com.


Preface

Throughout history people have used stories from life to make abstract truths clearer. In On This Day I’ve used numerous illustrations (much like what the Bible calls parables) to illustrate spiritual principles. It is my prayer that in reading these, you will find enjoyment and might better understand eternal, biblical truths.

On This Day also lists various significant “firsts” and key historical events on the day they occurred in history. Space considerations have limited the number of events that could be included. (Inclusion of an event is for information purposes only and does not necessarily imply endorsement of the event, lifestyle, or activities of the persons or groups named. Likewise, exclusion does not necessarily imply disapproval of a given individual, activity, or event.)

Efforts have been made to provide a balanced listing of historic and contemporary figures of general interest from such fields as religion, education, entertainment, the arts, politics, athletics, and government.

I trust you will find On This Day to provide information, guidance, and inspiration for years to come.



Ways to Use On This Day


Family Devotions—Encourage each member of your family to participate by reading the Scripture passage and one or more segments from On This Day—great for developing a greater appreciation of our nation’s heritage and God’s historic plan.

Office or Group Devotions—Unite fellow workers around God’s Word each day. Reading On This Day will help develop group cohesiveness and productivity as it focuses on the importance of an individual’s accomplishments in shaping world events.

In the Classroom—Teach responsibility and proper use of time by beginning each class with a selection from On This Day. Help students become more effective as they see the roles others before them have played in shaping history.

As a Contest for Trivia Lovers—Select a quotation from a day’s reading and have others “Guess who said …” (then read the quotation). Or guess in what year an event occurred or the year in which a public figure was born.

Finding Your Special Day—Discover events that happened on family birthdays, anniversaries, graduation dates, and so forth. Write these dates in the Our Family Heritage and Memorable Dates section on page 15, and then look them up in On This Day.

Individually, along with Scripture, as a personal, daily quiet time with God—Begin each day with the inspiring thoughts in On This Day, and watch your outlook improve.

… all in less than ten minutes a day!



Our Family Heritage
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On This Day

I have only just a minute
Only sixty seconds in it
Forced upon me, can’t refuse it
Didn’t seek it, didn’t choose it
But it’s up to me to use it
I must suffer if I lose it
Give account if I abuse it
Just a tiny little minute
But eternity is in it.

—AUTHOR UNKNOWN






Luke 4:14-21   New Year’s Day   January 1

TODAY IN HISTORY

1863—Slaves freed by Emancipation Proclamation

1892—Ellis Island opened to welcome immigrants

1921—First religious broadcast (on KDKA Pittsburgh)

1959—Cuban government toppled by Fidel Castro’s revolt

1990—Debut of World Wide Web

2000—New Millennium Y2K scare proved groundless

BORN TODAY

Patriot Paul Revere..... 1735

U.S. flag maker Betsy Ross..... 1752

FBI director J. Edgar Hoover.... 1895

Author J. D. Salinger..... 1919

Actor Frank Langella..... 1940

Actor Verne Troyer..... 1969

TRUE FREEDOM

When president Abraham Lincoln prepared to sign the Emancipation Proclamation, he took his pen, held it in place for a moment, and then dropped it. Lincoln explained: “If my name goes into history, it will be for this act, and if my hand trembles when I sign it, there will be some who will say, ‘he hesitated.’” Lincoln then turned to the table, took up the pen again, and slowly, boldly wrote his famous signature.

As you begin a new year, don’t hesitate to embrace the new possibilities. Boldly turn the page to a new chapter in your life, leaving behind the bondage and mistakes of the past and seeking the One who offers true spiritual freedom. No matter what last year was like, regardless of your background, you can find true freedom in Jesus. Writing in The Word God Sent, author Paul Scherer noted, “We find freedom when we find God. We lose it when we lose him.” The Bible assures us, “If the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed” (John 8:36).

Throughout this new year, why not celebrate your emancipation in Christ and proclaim freedom and God’s love to others? Ask God to give you strength and wisdom to act upon all the challenges and opportunities to proclaim your spiritual freedom that may arise in this New Year.

TODAY’S POWER POINT

Life’s greatest freedom is experienced as we find true liberty in Jesus.

January 2   Isaiah 55:8-13

TODAY IN HISTORY

1776—First U.S. flag flown

1778—Fourth state, Georgia, added to Union

1893—First commemorative postage stamp issued

1968—First successful heart transplant performed

1970—Clifton Wharton Jr. became first African American president of a major U.S. university (Michigan State University)

1974—President Richard Nixon signed 55-mph speed-limit law to save fuel

BORN TODAY

General James Wolfe..... 1727

Composer Michael Tippett..... 1905

Author and scientist Isaac Asimov... 1920

Singer Roger Miller..... 1936

House Speaker Dennis Hastert... 1942

Actor Cuba Godding Jr..... 1968

Hockey player Brian Boucher..... 1977

MY WAY OR THE HIGHER WAY

Have you ever heard the saying “When life hands you lemons, make lemonade”? As you go through life, you may well discover that what seemed at the time to be a great setback actually paved the way for a tremendous opportunity you otherwise might never have had. Such is the story of Wilson Johnson, founder of Holiday Inn hotels. At age forty Johnson was working at a sawmill when he was abruptly fired. Not knowing what to do, he became increasingly despondent. One day, after talking with his wife, Johnson decided to take charge of his life, mortgage their home, and start a business. He initially built several small structures but gained rapid success, becoming a multimillionaire within just five years.

Years later Johnson observed, “At the time it happened, I didn’t understand why I was fired. Later I saw that it was God’s unerring and wonderful plan to get me into the way of his choosing.”

God is so much bigger than we are. His perspective is all-encompassing and all-wise. God knows what he’s doing, and we’d be smart to trust his superior wisdom and knowledge. “‘My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,’ declares the LORD. ‘As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts’” (Isaiah 55:8-9). So when you come to a bend in life’s road and are suddenly facing events not of your own choosing, look up for God’s leading.

TODAY’S POWER POINT

Experience is not what happens to you; it is what you do with what happens to you.—Aldous Huxley

Psalm 121:1-8   January 3

TODAY IN HISTORY

1870—Brooklyn Bridge construction started

1921—First weather-forecast broadcast

1924—King Tut’s mummy discovered in Egypt

1952—Television premiere of Dragnet

1959—Forty-ninth state, Alaska, added to Union

2000—Last new Peanuts cartoon strip published

2004—Successful landing on Mars by U.S. spacecraft Spirit

2006—Key Washington DC lobbyist Jack Abramoff pleaded guilty to fraud and corruption charges

BORN TODAY

Orator Cicero..... 106 BC

British politician Clement Attlee... 1883

Actor Ray Milland..... 1905

Comedian Victor Borge..... 1909

Hockey player Bobby Hull..... 1939

Musician Steven Stills..... 1945

Actor and producer Mel Gibson... 1956

THE RIGHT KIND OF CONFIDENCE

Placing our confidence in the right person can mean the difference between success and failure. A man was driving along a winding mountain road behind a long line of cars. Ahead a fully loaded truck labored slowly up the narrow road. No one could see beyond the curve ahead, so no one dared pass, and it didn’t take long for drivers to lose patience. Finally, as the convoy reached the crest of the hill, the truck driver, who could now see quite some distance, waved his hand to signal that all was clear ahead.

Consider this: a group of drivers who had never met the driver of the truck were willing to trust their lives to his judgment and good heart. How much more should we be willing to trust our future to the God who created the universe and gave his own Son to redeem us? When you put your confidence in God instead of other people or even your own abilities, you’ll discover the power and strength to face life’s challenges today and every day.

TODAY’S POWER POINT

Overconfidence in one’s own ability is the root of much evil.—Alice Foote MacDougal

January 4   Psalm 37:16-27

TODAY IN HISTORY

1790—First State of the Union Address

1885—First appendectomy performed

1896—Forty-fifth state, Utah, added to Union

1954—Eighteen-year-old Elvis Presley made first recording (for his mother)

2004—Afghanistan adopted new constitution giving women rights

BORN TODAY

Physicist Sir Isaac Newton..... 1643

Author Jacob Grimm..... 1785

Blind reading originator Louis Braille..... 1809

Writer J. R. R. Tolkien..... 1892

Football coach Don Shula..... 1930

Boxer Floyd Patterson..... 1935

Actor Dave Foley..... 1963

WHEN THE LAST WILL BE FIRST

Someone has said, “It is possible to be too big for God to use you, but never too small for God to use you.” The Bible reminds us that the people whom the world considers the lowliest are often the greatest in God’s eyes.

Pastor A. J. Gordon spoke of a man in his congregation who could quote the Bible from cover to cover. Yet when asked to tell what the Lord was doing in his life, he was speechless. Gordon later discovered that the man was involved in activities that were not of good character and that greatly damaged his testimony.

Another man in the same congregation labored in the coal mines and often had to hurry to arrive in time for the midweek service after work. Because of this he frequently was unkempt and dirty when he arrived. Yet when he spoke of the Lord, the congregation paid attention. He lived faithfully for God and served him every day. Often he talked with his coworkers about God. Despite this man’s humble appearance, he was a shining example of God’s love at work. It was clear to all he met that Christ was real in his life.

God doesn’t grant status based on how religious we are. He’s more concerned with how faithful we are. Jesus said, “Many who are first will be last, and the last first” (Mark 10:31). Ask God to help you be faithful so that in the end you’ll come in first with him.

TODAY’S POWER POINT

When a man is wrapped up in himself, he makes a pretty small package.—John Ruskin

John 14:8-12   January 5

TODAY IN HISTORY

1914—Five-dollar-a-day minimum wage established by Henry Ford

1925—Nellie Tayloe Ross, first woman governor, took office (in Wyoming)

1933—Construction started on Golden Gate Bridge in San Francisco

1997—Major flooding caused widespread damage in western United States

1998—Singer and politician Sonny Bono killed in skiing accident

BORN TODAY

War of 1812 naval hero Stephen Decatur..... 1779

Disposable-razor inventor King Gillette..... 1855

Actor Robert Duvall..... 1931

TV host Charlie Rose..... 1942

Actress Diane Keaton..... 946

Actor Ted Lange..... 1949

Actress Pamela Sue Martin..... 1954

Football player Warrick Dunn... 1975

THE WAY

As we try to find our way in an increasingly complex world, thousands of messages, promises, and sales pitches compete for our attention in this information age. A quick search of the Internet reveals millions of entries for articles, books, and programs touting “The Way to Happiness,” “The Way to Peace,” “The Way to Save for College,” “The Way to Clean Air,” and “The Way to Paradise”—and a plethora of others. But in the overload of information, some from dubious sources, it’s easy to lose our way. That’s why it’s essential to be loyal followers of the God who knows the way. Our prayer should be that of the psalmist: “Tell me clearly what to do, and show me which way to turn” (Psalm 5:8 NLT).

Jesus not only knows the way, he is the Way! More than just an all-knowing guide, Jesus is the path to everything worthwhile—truth, life, joy, and peace. Author Dan Crawford wrote of a guide who led him along an unfamiliar trail. He asked his guide where the path led. “You want to know the way? I am the way!” smiled the guide, pointing to his head, where the knowledge of their path was stored. Crawford later had an opportunity to share with his guide the One who is the true and living Way.

Each day make it a point to communicate with God, who can see beyond tomorrow. Ask him to guide you, then follow where he leads you. He knows what he’s doing and the best way to get you to your final destination.

TODAY’S POWER POINT

The people to fear are not those who disagree with you, but those who disagree with you and are too cowardly to let you know.—Napoleon

January 6   Epiphany   Deuteronomy 17:18-20

TODAY IN HISTORY

1759—George Washington married Martha Dandridge Custis

1838—First telegraph system demonstrated by inventor Samuel F. B. Morse

1912—Forty-seventh state, New Mexico, added to Union

1942—First around-the-world flight completed (Pan Am’s Pacific Clipper)

1973—First electoral vote cast for a woman (Theodora Nathan for vice president)

1975—Television premiere of game show Wheel of Fortune

1994—Figure skater Nancy Kerrigan attacked and injured two days before national championships

BORN TODAY

Joan of Arc..... 1412

Poet Carl Sandburg..... 1878

Philosopher Khalil Gibran..... 1883

Entertainer Danny Thomas..... 1914

Pollster Lou Harris..... 1921

Football coach Lou Holtz..... 1937

Football player and sportscaster Howie Long..... 1960

FREE TO READ

Reading the Bible each day is a privilege many people around the world cannot experience. When the Americans first arrived in the Philippines in 1898, after the Spanish-American war, many political prisoners were freed. Among the “crimes” some had committed was reading the Bible. The threat of persecution had been so great previously, that one day a man came to a missionary and asked quietly if it was true that he could now read his Bible in peace. The missionary pointed to a nearby American flag and said, “As long as you see that flag flying overhead, you can read the Bible on your roof if you want, and no one can molest you.”

Americans have the freedom to worship God and to read the Bible at any time and in any place, but too few avail themselves of this privilege. Deuteronomy 17:19-20 describes how daily Bible reading benefits a king—or any person: “That way he will learn to fear the LORD his God by obeying all the terms of this law. This regular reading will prevent him from becoming proud and acting as if he is above his fellow citizens. It will also prevent him from turning away from these commands in the smallest way” (NLT).

Have you considered that not utilizing your freedom to read the Bible might be just as bad as not having the freedom at all? Recognize the freedom you have to read God’s Word wherever and whenever you wish. Thank God for your freedoms—and make the most of them—today.

TODAY’S POWER POINT

Do only what is required of you and remain a slave. Do more than is required and become free.

1 Corinthians 11:1-2   January 7

TODAY IN HISTORY

1782—First commercial bank opened in United States

1789—George Washington elected America’s first president

1839—First practical camera, the daguerreotype, introduced

1904—Radio distress signal established

1927—Transatlantic phone service began

1996—Record-setting blizzard paralyzed eastern United States, killing one hundred

1999—Impeachment trial of President Bill Clinton opened

BORN TODAY

President Millard Fillmore..... 1800

Singer Paul Revere..... 1938

Singer Kenny Loggins..... 1948

Actor David Caruso..... 1956

News anchor Katie Couric..... 1957

Actor Nicolas Cage..... 1964

FOLLOWING GOOD LEADERS

Reading the Bible and going to church help us better learn how to follow Christ. Not only is Jesus, our ultimate example, revealed to us through God’s Word and the teaching of his Word at church, but we also can benefit from seeing Christ’s example lived out in the lives of other Christians. In 1 Corinthians 11:1 Paul told the believers, “Follow my example, as I follow the example of Christ.” A mature follower of Christ can make it easy for us to see and understand what it means to follow Jesus in our daily lives.

But we must be careful whom we follow, or we will be led astray. The great motivator Dale Carnegie told a story that illustrates this truth: “As a boy in the Midwest, I used to amuse myself by holding a stick across a gateway that the sheep had to go through. After the first few sheep had jumped over the stick, I took it away; but all the other sheep leaped through the gateway over an imaginary barrier. The only reason for their jumping was that those in front had jumped.”

Don’t jump just because someone in front of you did. Instead, let Jesus set the bar. Then your habits of Bible-reading, prayer, and church attendance will help you easily clear every hurdle.

TODAY’S POWER POINT

Once a use, forever a custom.—English proverb

January 8   Genesis 15:1-6

TODAY IN HISTORY

1889—Electric punch-card tabulating machine (early computer) patented

1918—President Woodrow Wilson unveiled post-World War I peace plans

1962—Mona Lisa made first appearance in the United States

1965—First woman state supreme-court chief justice named, in Arizona

1987—Dow Jones Industrial Average exceeded two thousand for the first time

1998—Ramzi Yousef sentenced to life for masterminding 1993 World Trade Center bombing

2002—Death of Wendy’s founder Dave Thomas, age sixty-nine

BORN TODAY

Financier Nicholas Biddle..... 1786

Publisher Frank Doubleday..... 1862

Singer Elvis Presley..... 1935

Physicist Stephen Hawking..... 1942

Musician David Bowie..... 1947

Baseball player Jason Giambi.... 1971

TRUSTING THE FATHER

Some time ago a family was watching home movies of a daughter’s first steps. Over and over she cautiously tried to walk a step or two before collapsing once again in a heap. While such an experience would cause most adults to quit trying, the young girl trusted Mom or Dad to walk along beside her; and she kept trying and trusting them until she had finally mastered the art of walking on her own.

The girl outgrew her need for her parents to help her walk, but she will never outgrow her need to trust them. Likewise, even as adults and maturing Christians, we never outgrow our need to trust God. The Old Testament prophet Abraham is a case in point. Abrahams name means “Father of Nations,” yet in his old age he and his wife Sarah were still childless. But God told Abraham, ‘“Look up at the heavens and count the stars—if indeed you can count them.’ Then he said to him, ‘So shall your offspring be’” (Genesis 15:5-6).

It took almost fifteen more years—Abraham was nearly one hundred—until Isaac, the son of Gods promise, was born.

As we begin this new year, we can say, “I don’t know what the future holds, but I know who holds my future—and he’s worthy of my trust.”

TODAY’S POWER POINT

Fear is simply unbelief parading in disguise.—Source Unknown

Matthew 12:35-37   January 9

TODAY IN HISTORY

1788—Fifth state, Connecticut, added to Union

1894—The Sneeze became first movie to be copyrighted

1945—General Douglas MacArthur returned to free the Philippines from Japanese control

1951—United Nations opened new headquarters in New York City

2005—Mahmoud Abbas chosen to succeed Yasser Arafat as Palestinian leader

BORN TODAY

President Richard Nixon..... 1913

Guitarist Les Paul..... 1915

Football player Bart Starr..... 1934

Actor Bob Denver..... 1935

Folk singer Joan Baez..... 1941

Singer Crystal Gayle..... 1951

Musician Dave Matthews..... 1967

SPEAKING CAREFULLY

Researchers have determined that the average articulate adult says some thirty thousand words per day. These words, if put into print, would fill a full-length book a day. Over a lifetime, these daily “books” would be enough to establish a good-sized library.

How much are your words worth? When President Ronald Reagan once gave two twenty-minute talks during a visit to Japan, he was paid two million dollars. That amounts to $50,000 per minute!

Scientists say the sound waves begun by our voices carry on into the vastness of space and that, having sufficiently sensitive instruments, we might be able someday to retrieve them again and reconstruct all the words we’ve ever said. How careful should we be, then, to choose our words wisely?

Every time you speak, remember that God hears everything you say and that you must someday account to him for every word you’ve spoken.

TODAY’S POWER POINT

Let nobody speak mischief of anybody.—Plato

January 10   Psalm 119:97-112

TODAY IN HISTORY

1901—Oil first discovered in the United States (in Texas)

1911—First photographs taken from a plane

1920—League of Nations established

1951—First jet airplane passenger trip

1967—Edward Brooks (Massachusetts) became first African American U.S. senator

1971—Television premiere of Masterpiece Theater

1980—Death of labor leader George Meany, age eighty-five

1998—AOL announced plans to purchase TimeWarner

BORN TODAY

Patriot Ethan Allen..... 1738

Scientist George Washington Carver..... 1864

Composer Johnnie Ray..... 1927

Musician Rod Stewart..... 1940

Boxer George Foreman..... 1949

Singer Pat Benatar..... 1953

Basketball player Glenn Robinson... 1973

THE BOOK OF BOOKS

When newsman Henry Stanley began his pilgrimage across Africa in search of missionary Dr. David Livingstone, he took with him seventy-three books that weighed nearly two hundred pounds. After three hundred miles of his wearying trek, he found it necessary to lighten the load and throw away some of his baggage. As the journey went on, his library grew smaller and smaller until only one book remained: the Bible. Stanley refused to part with this book, reading it through three times during his lengthy trip.

In the jungle’s extreme conditions, Stanley recognized the unique and true value of the Bible and refused to be without it. The Bible is a guide, inspiration, teacher, example, challenger, comforter, companion, and letter from a Loved One. Of all the books ever written, none can compare to the Bible.

This year, why not resolve to make Bible study an important part of your days?

TODAY’S POWER POINT

The Bible will keep you from sin, or sin will keep you from the Bible.—Dwight L. Moody

John 1423-24   January 11

TODAY IN HISTORY

1935—Amelia Earhart completed solo flight across Pacific Ocean

1964—U.S. surgeon general warned cigarette smoking causes health problems

1973—Baseball’s designated-hitter rule approved

1980—Honda announced plans to build its first U.S. car plant, in Ohio

1993—Ross Perot formed political watchdog group United We Stand America

BORN TODAY

Founding Father Alexander Hamilton..... 1757

Educator Ezra Cornell..... 1807

Writer William James..... 1842

TV producer Grant Tinker..... 1926

Singer Naomi Judd..... 1946

Golfer Ben Crenshaw..... 1952

Singer Mary J. Blige..... 1971

Actress Amanda Peet..... 1972

LOVING OBEDIENCE

When Thomas Edison was looking for a way to record and reproduce the sound of a human voice, he sketched out his idea and asked that his assistant build a working model by following his specifications. The workman looked over the drawing and shook his head adamantly. “Impossible,” he said. “That thing will never work. No one has ever made a machine that could talk.”

But Edison would not be deterred. “Build what I have sketched,” Edison insisted, “and let me be the loser if it doesn’t work.”

God has a similar offer for us. However, when we obey God, neither he nor we are the losers. We may even find that things work out better than we ever thought possible. Like Edison’s assistant, we don’t always have to understand the reason for what God asks of us. The only thing required of us is to love him. Obedience springs from genuine love. Jesus said, “If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him. He who does not love me will not obey my teaching” (John 14:23-24).

Do you love God? If so, you’ll strive to obey him in all you do and say. What has God commanded you to do today?

TODAY’S POWER POINT

Our greatest need is not more knowledge, but to put into practice what we already know.—Source Unknown

January 12   2 Samuel 6:1-8

TODAY IN HISTORY

1773—First U.S. museum opened in Charleston, South Carolina

1932—Arkansans elected Hattie Caraway, first woman U.S. senator

1945—Battle of South China Sea launched

1971—Premiere of television show All in the Family

1976—Death of mystery writer Agatha Christie in London, age eighty-five

1990—Communist Party outlawed in Romania

1991—Congress authorized military action against Iraq

BORN TODAY

Massachusetts Bay Colony governor John Winthrop..... 1588

Author Jack London..... 1876

Civil-rights leader James Farmer.. 1920

Boxer Joe Frazier..... 1944

Talk-show host Rush Limbaugh.. 1951

Actress Kirstie Alley..... 1955

Amazon.com founder Jeff Bezos.. 1964

MAKING MISTAKES

Anyone who has ever made a mistake can identify with the poor bank janitor who accidentally put a box containing checks worth $840,000 next to the trash shredder. In a matter of minutes, the shredder operator had turned thousands of negotiable checks into confetti. Realizing the mistake, bank officials quickly mobilized dozens of employees to reconstruct all eight thousand checks. Imagine the task they faced, all because of an honest mistake.

Some mistakes are time-consuming and difficult to fix, but others can be deadly. One taxidermist was bitten by a “frozen” rattlesnake. The man was in the habit of buying live snakes, freezing them to death, and then stuffing and selling them. Normally he would tape the deadly snake’s mouth shut before beginning his procedure, but just one time he failed to do so—a crucial oversight.

Read 2 Samuel 6:1-8 to find out how a man named Uzzah died because of a simple mistake. It’s a tragic story, but when we look a little closer, we realize that Uzzah’s death could have been prevented with a little care and obedience. In Exodus 25:10-16 and Numbers 4:4-20, God gave detailed instructions on how to move the ark of the covenant. The Israelites were also warned that failing to treat these holy items in the manner and with the care God demanded would result in death. Uzzah found that out the hard way.

Let’s be honest, we all make mistakes. Even though “to err is human,” let’s be careful never to consciously violate God’s commands.

TODAY’S POWER POINT

The only people who never make mistakes are those who never do anything.—Lloyd Morris

2 Timothy 2:15-19   January 13

TODAY IN HISTORY

1910—First radio broadcast (New York City)

1953—Nine physicians arrested for plot against Russian leader Joseph Stalin

1957—First Frisbees produced

1972—President Richard Nixon announced seventy thousand U.S. troops to be withdrawn from Vietnam

1984—Death of McDonalds founder Ray Kroc, age eighty-one

1990—Virginian Douglas Wilder became first African American U.S. governor

1997—Seven African American soldiers awarded Medal of Honor for World War II valor

BORN TODAY

Chief justice Salmon Chase..... 1808

Author Horatio Alger..... 1834

Actor Charles Nelson Reilly..... 1931

Sculptor Frank Gallo..... 1933

TV executive Brandon Tartikoff.. 1949

Actress Julia Louis-Dreyfus..... 1961

Actor Patrick Dempsey..... 1966

TRUTH

Author and teacher Vernon Grounds wrote that in 1636, “when Harvard University was founded, its motto was Veritas Christo et Ecclesiae—‘Truth for Christ and the Church.’ Its crest showed three books, one face down to symbolize the limitation of human knowledge. But in recent decades that book has been turned face up to represent the unlimited capacity of the human mind. And the Harvard motto has been changed to Veritas—‘Truth.’”

How would you define truth? While preparing to take a comprehensive exam, a graduate student’s colleagues cautioned that he could expect a challenging line of questioning regarding the “definition of truth.” While the world might find this a challenging concept, every believer’s answer should be, “Your [God’s] word is truth” (John 17:17).

Look to the Bible to discover truth for your situation in life.

TODAY’S POWER POINT

The truth is no less true if it cannot be explained.—Source Unknown

January 14   James 1:12-18

TODAY IN HISTORY

1639—First colonial constitution adopted (in Connecticut)

1784—Treaty of Paris ratified by Continental Congress, ending the American Revolution

1919—Germany freed allied prisoners of war

1952—Premiere of television’s Today show, with Dave Garroway as host

1980—Death of composer Andre Kostelanetz, age seventy-eight

1990—Premiere of television’s Americas Funniest Home Videos

2004—Libya signed nuclear-test-ban treaty

BORN TODAY

Colonial traitor Benedict Arnold... 1741

Nobel Peace Prize winner Albert Schweitzer..... 1875

German anti-Nazi theologian Martin Niemöoller..... 1892

Commentator Andy Rooney.... 1919

Actress Faye Dunaway..... 1941

Director Stephen Soderbergh.... 1963

Actor Jason Bateman..... 1969

OVERCOMING TEMPTATION

Sometimes when we are forbidden to do or have something, that alone makes the thing seem almost irresistible. The more off-limits the territory, the more enticing it becomes.

But however strong that attraction may be, we can be encouraged to know that many others have survived similar temptations without giving in. The Christian Herald once told of a man who had responsibility for large sums of money in a major organization. Knowing that it would be a long time before an audit was due, he was tempted to temporarily transfer some funds to his personal account. He didn’t do it, but he felt he must talk with someone to share the anguish he went through before he could overcome that temptation. So he called the man who had held the position before him. To his relief the man did not reprimand him but rather shared how he had undergone similar temptations, without giving in, when he held the position.

Believers are not alone in being enticed. Being tempted is not wrong, but yielding to it is always sin. The Bible reminds us that Christ himself “has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet was without sin” (Hebrews 4:15). With God’s help you can conquer temptation, regardless of how irresistible it may seem.

TODAY’S POWER POINT

We gain the strength of the temptation we resist.—Ralph Waldo Emerson

Matthew 11:28-30   January 15

TODAY IN HISTORY

1559—Queen Elizabeth I crowned

1870—First depiction published of the donkey as symbol of the Democratic Party

1967—NFL’s first Super Bowl (Green Bay beat Kansas City)

1974—Premiere of television’s Happy Days

1981—Premiere of television’s Hill Street Blues

1991—UN deadline passed for Iraq to withdraw from Kuwait, setting stage for launching of Operation Desert Storm

1992—First Web browser introduced

BORN TODAY

Dramatist Molière..... 1622

Physicist Edward Teller..... 1908

Actor Lloyd Bridges..... 1913

Broadcast journalist Rod MacLeish... 1926

Civil-rights leader Dr. Martin Luther King Jr..... 1929

Actress Margaret O’Brien..... 1937

Football player Mike Minter..... 1974

THE BURDENS OF LIFE

Attempting to explain the meaning of the text “My yoke is easy,” a teacher asked her class, “Who can tell me what a yoke is?”

One child answered, “A yoke is something they put on the necks of animals.”

“Good,” said the teacher. “What do you think is the yoke God puts on us?”

With just a moment’s thought, a little girl eagerly raised her hand and responded, “It’s God putting his arms around our necks.”

That’s the story of God’s love for us—when we are beaten down and discouraged by all the troubles and problems of life, God reaches down and puts his sustaining arms of strength around us.

God’s Word assures us: “Give your burdens to the LORD, and he will take care of you. He will not permit the godly to slip and fall” (Psalm 55:22 NLT). If you are discouraged and struggling in what seems to be an uphill battle, consider whether you’ve given your situation to the Lord and asked your heavenly Father for help. This is the secret of overcoming life’s difficulties. With God’s help you can handle anything life throws at you today.

TODAY’S POWER POINT

The world is full of willing people: some willing to work, the rest willing to let them.—Robert Frost

January 16   Religious Freedom Day   Psalm 116:1-2

TODAY IN HISTORY

1866—Clamp-on metal roller skate patented

1883—U.S. civil-service system organized

1920—Alcoholic beverages prohibited under Eighteenth Amendment

1959—Fidel Castro assumed power in Cuba

1976—Premiere of television’s Donny & Marie Show

1991—Desert Storm launched with massive U.S. air strikes on Iraqi targets, following Iraqi invasion of Kuwait

1997—Israel gave up major area on West Bank

BORN TODAY

Industrialist Andre Michelin.... 1853

Olympic runner Eric Liddell.... 1902

Musical actress Ethel Merman... 1909

Zoologist Dian Fossey..... 1932

Author Susan Sontag..... 1933

Racer A. J. Foyt..... 1935

Singer Aaliyah..... 1979

Actress Yvonne Zima..... 1989

MISDIRECTED COMMUNICATION

A department-store manager in England wrote a note of congratulations to his employee, Gwen James, who worked as a clerk at the store’s china counter. He put the note in an envelope and addressed it to: “Mrs. James in china.” Two months and ten thousand miles later, the message finally reached its intended destination. The note had traveled around the world to China, was postmarked in Peking, and stamped “Return to Sender.”

Such confusion isn’t limited to the mail. President John F. Kennedy told of being awakened early one morning by the ringing of the emergency phone near his bed. Kennedy answered and said, “This is the president.” At the other end of the line, a hesitant voice responded timidly, “I’m sorry; I was trying to reach a French laundry,” and hung up. White House technicians never were able to discover how the call had gotten misdirected to the presidential hot line.

It’s amazing what mix-ups can occur in this age of rapid communication. But we can be thankful that God never mixes things up, fails to understand us, or gets things wrong. His prayer “hot line” is open twenty-four hours a day, from any location. His line is never busy, and you’ll never get a wrong number or be disconnected.

Have you communicated with God through prayer today? He’s waiting to hear from you.

TODAY’S POWER POINT

Great minds discuss ideas; average minds discuss events; small minds discuss people.—Eleanor Roosevelt

2 Corinthians 4:7-18   January 17

TODAY IN HISTORY

1871—Cable car patented

1917—Virgin Islands acquired from Denmark

1955—First nuclear-powered undersea voyage launched, USS Nautilus

1984—Home videotaping of TV programs ruled legal

1995—Kobe, Japan, rocked by earthquake, more than five thousand dead

BORN TODAY

Statesman and inventor Benjamin Franklin..... 1706

Novelist Anne Brontë..... 1820

Dramatist Anton Chekhov..... 1860

Actor James Earl Jones..... 1931

Talk-show host Maury Povich... 1939

Boxer Muhammad Ali..... 1942

Actor Jim Carrey..... 1962

WORDS OF HOPE

Its amazing how effective a bit of encouragement can be to those who are in need of hope. The mother of a severely crippled boy was helping him learn to walk. His spindly legs were nearly covered by heavy metal braces that caused him to hobble along, one halting step at a time. As he strained to move, his mother encouraged each improvement, no matter how small. At her every word the youngster would try still harder.

The boy’s confidence increased, and one day he said to his mother, “Watch me. I’m going to run.” He did well for a few steps, but then his brace caught and he would have tumbled to the ground had his mother not caught him at the last moment. She wrapped the dejected boy up in her arms, kissed him, and said, “You did fine! And I know you’ll do even better next time!”

Our heavenly Father is like that—ready to lift us up when we’ve fallen, there with support and encouragement when we’re ready to quit. The Bible tells us, “We are more than conquerors through him who loved us” (Romans 8:37). Let God encourage your heart today. With his help you can win the race of life.

TODAY’S POWER POINT

Winners never quit and quitters never win.—Vince Lombardi

January 18   2 Timothy 4:1-5

TODAY IN HISTORY

1535—Lima, Peru, founded by Francisco Pizzaro

1911—First plane landing on a navy ship

1948—Premiere of Ted Mack’s Original Amateur Hour

1966—Indira Ghandi elected Indian prime minister

1975—Premiere of television’s The Jeffersons

1993—Martin Luther King Jr. holiday first observed in all fifty states

1998—Four Golden Globes awarded to motion picture Titanic

BORN TODAY

Orator Daniel Webster..... 1782

Linguist Peter Roget..... 1779

Author A. A. Milne..... 1882

Comedian Oliver Hardy..... 1892

Actor Cary Grant..... 1904

Actor Kevin Costner..... 1955

Hockey player Mark Messier.... 1961

Actress Alison Arngrim (Nellie Oleson)..... 1962

TEACHERS

Great teachers are rarely popular. “I have long ago maintained that any college can raise its standards simply by firing annually whichever professor is voted Best Liked by the graduating class,” author and critic Clifton Fadiman once wrote.

Whether teachers are well liked or not, they have an awesome responsibility. The Mediator reported on a study at Johns Hopkins University: a professor asked his graduate students to locate two hundred inner-city boys and predict their future. Their conclusion? They predicted that 90 percent of the boys would eventually serve time in jail.

Twenty-five years later a similar group of students tracked down the original subjects of the study, locating all but a few. Much to their amazement, they discovered that only four had ever been to jail. How had these high-risk kids managed to stay out of trouble? Further probing led to one woman who had taught most of them in class. When pressed for the secret of her success, the elderly woman replied only that she had truly loved her students. Those youths had experienced firsthand what makes the difference between a good teacher and a great teacher.

Exodus 18:20 gives advice pertinent for anyone who would be a great teacher: “Teach them the decrees and laws, and show them the way to live.” Everyone has something to teach others. Whom are you teaching? What are they learning from you? Become a faithful example (teacher) to your family and others around you, accurately mirroring God’s love at work in your life. Remember that love is the key that opens the hearts and minds of students.

TODAY’S POWER POINT

A teacher affects eternity; he can never tell where his influence stops.—Henry Brooks Adams

1 Timothy 3:1-13   January 19

TODAY IN HISTORY

1825—Food-canning process patented

1937—Transcontinental flight record set by Howard Hughes

1955—First televised news conference held by President Dwight Eisenhower; premiere of television’s The Millionaire

1988—Premiere of television’s 48 Hours

2000—Death of actress Hedy Lamarr, age eighty-six

BORN TODAY

Engineer James Watt..... 1736

General Robert E. Lee..... 1807

Author Edgar Allan Poe..... 1809

Painter Paul Cézanne..... 1893

Actress Jean Stapleton..... 1923

Singer Phil Everly..... 1942

Singer Janis Joplin..... 1943

Singer and actress Dolly Parton .. 1946

Musician and actor Desi Arnaz Jr.... 1953

Actress Jodie Sweetin..... 1982

PEACE AT HOME

Helping people keep their home and work lives in balance is an increasing concern of both business and government. Douglas MacArthur II once served as the U.S. ambassador to Japan. A hard-working man, he also had once served in the State Department under the equally ambitious John Foster Dulles.

On one occasion Dulles called the MacArthur residence to speak to Douglas. Mrs. MacArthur, who answered the call, thought Dulles was an aide and shouted, “MacArthur is where MacArthur always is, weekdays, Saturdays, Sundays, and nights—in the office!”

Dulles immediately called MacArthur’s office and urged him, “Go home at once, boy. Your home front is crumbling.”

Peace at home is vital not just for nations but for individuals as well. Thank God for those in your home, and seek his help in keeping your family in the right place on your priority list.

TODAY’S POWER POINT

He is happiest … who finds peace in his home.—Goethe

January 20   Presidential Inauguration Day   Isaiah 11:1-9

TODAY IN HISTORY

1801—John Marshall appointed as U.S. chief justice

1887—U.S. acquired land for naval base at Pearl Harbor

1892—First basketball game

1961—John F. Kennedy became youngest elected U.S. president (at age forty-three)

1980—U.S. threatened to withdraw from Summer Olympics if not moved from Moscow

1981—Iran freed fifty-two U.S. hostages held for 444 days

1986—France and Britain announced joint effort to tunnel under English Channel

1996—Yasser Arafat elected Palestinian president

2000—Official start of Census 2000 in Alaska

2001—George W. Bush sworn in as forty-third U.S. president

2004—Estate of McDonald’s heir Joan Kroc donated record $1.5 billion to Salvation Army

BORN TODAY

Comedian George Burns..... 1896

Director Federico Fellini..... 1920

Actress Patricia Neal..... 1926

Director David Lynch..... 1946

Socialite Ivana Trump..... 1949

Comedian Bill Maher..... 1956

Actor Lorenzo Lamas..... 1958

TV host Melissa Rivers..... 1969

PEACE IN THE MIDST OF TURMOIL

A man who helped create the atomic bomb was once asked if there were any defense against the weapon. “Certainly,” he replied. “Peace!”

In a world where everyone desires peace, how much peace has actually been experienced throughout recorded history? The Personnel Journal reported that since Creation, the world has been entirely at peace only 8 percent of the time. In more than 3,100 years of recorded history, only 286 years have been without war; and eight thousand treaties have been broken during this time.

But what about inner peace? Theologian Paul Lee Tan noted that the “peace that passes our comprehension is not a quality of life which excludes us from the stresses and strains of human society. It is not a sheltered withdrawal from the wrongs that rack our world. Nor is it a cloistered existence in which we are cut off from the calamities and conflicts of our generation. The place of peace to which God our Father calls us is that intimate inner acquaintance with himself, whereby we come to know so assuredly, ‘Father, You are here! And all is well!’”

That is true peace. Today pray for peace—not only world peace but also the God-given peace of mind which passes all understanding.

TODAY’S POWER POINT

I will lie down and sleep in peace, for you alone, O Lord, make me dwell in safety.—Psalm 4:8

Isaiah 52:7-10   January 21

TODAY IN HISTORY

1915—Kiwanis issued first club charter

1924—Death of first Soviet Union premier Vladimir Lenin, age fifty-four

1950—Alger Hiss, former state-department employee, convicted of perjury

1954—U.S. Navy launched first nuclear-powered submarine, USS Nautilus

1959—Death of producer Cecil B. DeMille, age seventy-eight

1976—Concorde aircraft began regular transatlantic passenger service

1977—President Jimmy Carter pardoned Vietnam-era war protesters

1995—O. J. Simpson trial opened in California

1998—First visit of a pope to Cuba (John Paul II)

2000—Grandmothers of Elian Gonzalez appeared in U.S. court to plead for six-year-old’s return to Cuba

BORN TODAY

Inventor John Fitch..... 1743

Confederate general Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson..... 1824

Designer Christian Dior..... 1905

Actor Telly Savalas..... 1927

Radio personality Wolfman Jack..... 1939

Golf champion Jack Nicklaus.... 1940

Opera singer Placido Domingo .. 1941

Actress Geena Davis..... 1957

Basketball player Hakeem Olajuwon..... 1963

AT PEACE

President Dwight Eisenhower once noted, “All the world wants peace.” This is especially true today, but violence and wars make peace seem elusive. Still, the longing for peace is a basic human desire, and the striving for peace represents the best and noblest of our human nature. Such efforts have been among the finest moments in human history.

Christian Victory reported that the motto of the Apollo 11 moon flight was, “We come in peace for all mankind.” This was inscribed on the plaque that was placed on the moon after the lunar module landed in the Sea of Tranquility, where there had never been any humans to disturb the peace.

In a world populated by many troublemakers, it’s safe to say that millions are searching for stability and peace. Christians hold the answer to the worlds quest for peace. Isaiah 52:7 says, “How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring good news, who proclaim peace, who bring good tidings, who proclaim salvation.” Share Gods good news of peace with those you meet today.

TODAY’S POWER POINT

The wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere.—James 3:17

January 22   Ecclesiastes 2:1-11

TODAY IN HISTORY

1881—Cleopatra’s Needle, a gift from Egypt, erected in New York City’s Central Park

1901—Death of Britain’s Queen Victoria, age eighty-two

1944—Allies stormed ashore at Anzio Beach, Italy

1972—European Common Market expanded to ten nations

1973—Supreme Court legalized abortion in Roe v. Wade decision; death of former president Lyndon Johnson, age sixty-four

1997—Man-made space junk first struck a human (in Tulsa, Oklahoma)

1998—Justice Department announced partial settlement with Microsoft in antitrust suit

BORN TODAY

English statesman and philosopher Francis Bacon..... 1561

Physicist Andre Ampere..... 1775

Poet George Byron..... 1788

Director D. W. Griffith..... 1875

Aviator Willa Brown Chappell..... 1906

Actress Ann Sothern..... 1911

Singer Steve Perry..... 1949

Actress Olivia D’Abo..... 1967

Actor Christopher Masterson.... 1980

Actress Robyn Richards..... 1987

PLEASURE

One of Americans’ favorite amusements is riding roller coasters. The first “switchback” roller coaster was built by former Sunday-school teacher Lemarcus Thompson; it opened at Coney Island, New York, in 1884. The coaster traveled at only six miles per hour, and its biggest drop was just thirty feet, but it attracted much attention and plenty of riders. It eventually led to the high-speed coaster that opened at Coney Island in 1927.

Americans spend ever-increasing amounts of money each year on amusements and pleasure. While there’s nothing wrong with relaxation and recreation (indeed, both are essential to well-rounded living), something is wrong when the pursuit of pleasure becomes our major obsession in life. It’s easy to get so caught up in temporary thrills that we forget that the truest pleasures are spiritual, not physical. King David knew the source of true pleasure. In Psalm 16:11 he wrote: “You have made known to me the path of life; you will fill me with joy in your presence, with eternal pleasures at your right hand.”

So take a break, relax, and enjoy yourself from time to time. But don’t forget to find the pleasure that can be yours only in the presence of God.

TODAY’S POWER POINT

It now costs more to amuse a child than it once did to educate his father.—Vaughan Monroe

Romans 12:1-11   January 23

TODAY IN HISTORY

1793—First aid organization established (Humane Society of Philadelphia)

1849—First U.S. woman physician awarded MD degree (Dr. Elizabeth Blackwell)

1950—Israel proclaimed Jerusalem its capital

1968—North Korea seized intelligence ship USS Pueblo

1973—President Richard Nixon announced end to Vietnam War

1974—Panel ruled erasure of key Nixon White House conversation from tape was not accidental

1997—As new secretary of state, Madeline Albright became highest-ranking female U.S. official

2005—Viktor Yuschenko sworn in to head Ukraine

BORN TODAY

Declaration of Independence signer John Hancock..... 1737

Painter Edouard Manet..... 1832

Comedian Ernie Kovacs..... 1919

Actress Jeanne Moreau..... 1928

Actress Chita Rivera..... 1933

Radio host Laura Schlessinger... 1947

Actress Tiffany Amber Thiessen.. 1974

A BETTER IDEA

F. W. Woolworth, a young hardware clerk, got permission to set up a counter of miscellaneous items that he priced at just ten cents. The items sold quickly, and Woolworth urged his boss to open an entire store offering similar low-cost products. The boss said the plan would never work because there weren’t enough items to sell for a dime. Undeterred, Woolworth launched the first “five-and-dime store”—the high-volume discount store of his day.

Years later former dime-store owner Sam Walton expanded on that concept to establish the world’s largest retail chain, Wal-Mart—now a megacorporation with thousands of locations worldwide.

Similarly, Ray Kroc believed that by selling large volumes of carry-out food at a low profit margin, he could build a successful business. The popularity today of the McDonald’s golden arches proves he was right.

The Bible addresses the subject of business in a number of passages. In Luke 2:49 (NKJV), a twelve-year-old Jesus asked his parents, “Did you not know that I must be about My Father’s business?”

There is room for good business practices in this life, as well as being about our Father’s business, the rewards of which will last forever. The key is to find and maintain the proper balance. Ask God to give you the wisdom to balance those things that last eternally with all the other activities of your daily life.

TODAY’S POWER POINT

Human progress has often depended on the courage of a man who dared to be different.—Herbert Prochnow

January 24   Philippians 3:12-14

TODAY IN HISTORY

1848—Gold discovered in California

1907—New motorcycle land-speed record set (136 mph)

1908—Boy Scouts founded

1922—Eskimo Pie ice-cream bar patented

1946—U.S. Army sent first radar signal to moon and back

1958—American-British scientific team triggered first thermonuclear reaction

1965—Death of British leader Winston Churchill, age ninety-one

1981—Millions in Poland went on strike in support of Solidarity union

1984—Apple’s first Macintosh personal computer went on sale (for $2,495, with 128 KB memory)

1986—U.S. space probe Voyager II sent back pictures of Uranus

1996—FDA approved fat substitute Olestra

BORN TODAY

Prussian king Frederick the Great. 1712

Author Edith Wharton..... 1862

Producer Mark Goodson..... 1915

Actor Ernest Borgnine..... 1917

Evangelist Oral Roberts..... 1918

Singer Neil Diamond..... 1941

Comedian John Belushi..... 1949

Gymnast Mary Lou Retton..... 1968

Actress Mischa Barton..... 1986

PRESSING ON

Thomas A. Edison earned a total of 1,098 patents during his lifetime, but only after years of frustrating setbacks and thousands of largely unsuccessful experiments. When asked if he became discouraged by all his failures, Edison replied, “I have not failed. I’ve just found ten thousand ways that wont work.”

Does it seem that you’re having more than your share of failures, while everyone else seems to be doing well? If so, recognize that everyone makes mistakes; everyone has failed—probably many times—before finding success. Edison, who could be the poster child for perseverance in the face of failure, said, “Many of life’s failures are men who did not realize how close they were to success when they gave up.”

So don’t give up in the face of what feels like failure. You may be closer to success and victory than you realize. Keep going. The apostle Paul wrote, “Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize” (Philippians 3:13-14). Press on! When you fall short of your expectations, remember that failure is simply deferred success, and with God’s help, pick yourself up, dust yourself off, and move on to win the prize.

TODAY’S POWER POINT

Anyone can make a mistake; the key to success is not to make the same mistake again.—Source Unknown

1 Peter 2:11-12   January 25

TODAY IN HISTORY

1890—Reporter Nellie Bly traveled around the world (in record time of seventy-two days, six hours, eleven minutes)

1915—First transcontinental telephone call (Alexander Graham Bell called San Francisco from New York City)

1961—First live televised presidential news conference (John F. Kennedy)

1974—South African surgeon Dr. Christian Barnard completed first human heart transplant

1980—U.S. Navy hovercraft set warship speed record of 103 mph

1985—U.S. broke ties with Libya over continued terrorism

2002—The Guiding Light achieved a record-breaking daily run of sixty-five consecutive years on radio and TV

BORN TODAY

Poet Robert Burns..... 1759

Novelist Somerset Maugham.... 1874

Author Virginia Woolf..... 1882

Sportscaster Ernie Harwell..... 1918

Actor Dean Jones..... 1931

Philippine president Corazon Aquino..... 1933

Actress Leigh Taylor-Young..... 1945

Basketball player Vince Carter..... 1977

Singer Alicia Keys..... 1981

A GOOD REPUTATION

A young man, called upon to preach on short notice, chose as his text, “Thou shalt not steal” (Exodus 20:15 KJV). The next day he boarded a bus, handed the driver a dollar bill, took his change, and walked to the back of the bus. Before taking his seat, the young man paused to count his change and noticed he had been given an extra dime. His first thought was that the bus company would never miss it. But he soon decided he must return the coin, so he went to the front of the bus and handed the coin back to the driver. “You gave me too much change,” he said.

“Yes,” the driver replied, “I gave it to you purposely. I heard your sermon yesterday, and I watched in my mirror as you counted your change. Had you kept it, I never again would have had confidence in any preacher.”

You can never tell who might be watching what you do each day. What a great opportunity you have to influence those around you—even when it seems no one is watching. So, as the apostle Peter said, “Be careful how you live among your unbelieving neighbors. Even if they accuse you of doing wrong, they will see your honorable behavior, and they will believe and give honor to God” (1 Peter 2:12 NLT).

TODAY’S POWER POINT

People may doubt what you say, but they will always believe what you do.—Source Unknown

January 26   Luke 12:-3

TODAY IN HISTORY

1778—First British settlement established in Australia

1837—Twenty-sixth state, Michigan, joined Union

1875—Electrically powered dental drill patented

1911—Naval aviator Glenn Curtiss made first successful water takeoff

1934—Historic Apollo theater opened in Harlem, New York

1940—Actor Ronald Reagan married actress Jane Wyman

1945—Lt. Audie Murphy, most-decorated World War II soldier (awarded thirty-seven medals and ribbons) wounded in France

1949—First high-speed audiotape duplicator introduced

1979—Death of former vice president Nelson Rockefeller, age seventy

1988—Australia celebrated its bicentennial

1996—Major arms-reduction treaty approved by U.S. Senate

BORN TODAY

General Douglas MacArthur.... 1880

Actor Paul Newman..... 1925

Cartoonist Jules Feiffer..... 1929

Sportscaster Bob Uecker..... 1935

Actor Scott Glenn..... 1942

Film critic Gene Siskel..... 1946

Musician Eddie Van Halen..... 1955

Singer Anita Baker..... 1958

Hockey player Wayne Gretzky... 1961

Gospel singer Kirk Franklin..... 1970

BEING CHRISTLIKE

Bible teacher Warren Wiersbe told the story of the pious church member who visited the sixth-grade Sunday-school class. He asked the students, “Why do you think people call me a Christian?” An embarrassing silence was finally broken by a small voice from the back of the class: “Because they don’t know you?”

That honest answer hits most Christians right between the eyes at one time or another.

The term Christian (literally, “little Christs”) was first applied to believers at Antioch, Greece. These people had such great moral fortitude and backbone that, in all, they seemed Christlike. What a challenge to us today! Do you live your life in such a way that God is glorified by your character, or is he ashamed of your behavior? What a tragedy to be considered of poor character by Christ. Ask him to make you worthy of his name today—in your thoughts, words, and deeds.

TODAY’S POWER POINT

Holiness is not the way to Christ; Christ is the way to holiness.—Source Unknown

Jeremiah 1:4-10   January 27

TODAY IN HISTORY

1785—First state university chartered (University of Georgia)

1880—Incandescent electric bulb patented

1888—National Geographic Society established

1918—First Tarzan movie released

1943—U.S. Army Air Force launched first World War II air attack on Germany

1945—Soviet troops freed Auschwitz prisoners

1948—First tape recorder sold

1959—First candidates for manned U.S. space program selected, including John Glenn

1967—Three U.S. astronauts killed in a flash fire aboard Apollo I spacecraft

1973—Official end of Vietnam War (longest U.S. war)

1976—Premiere of TV series Laverne and Shirley

2003—UN weapons inspectors reported Iraq’s “noncompliance”

BORN TODAY

Composer Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart..... 1756

Theologian David Strauss..... 1808

Author Lewis Carroll..... 1832

Composer Jerome Kern..... 1885

Actress Donna Reed..... 1921

Actor Troy Donahue..... 1936

Sportscaster Chris Collinsworth.. 1959

Actress Bridget Fonda..... 1964

Country singer Tracy Lawrence.. 1968

YOUNG ACHIEVERS

Many of history’s greatest achievers showed signs of future greatness at an early age. Josiah became king of Judah when he was just eight. Jeremiah was likely a teenager when God called him to be a prophet. Joan of Arc did all her work and was burned at the stake by the age of nineteen. Charles Spurgeon built the great Metropolitan Tabernacle in London when he was twenty-seven.

Clearly God can use young people when their lives are surrendered to him. Youth or lack of experience is never an acceptable excuse for not answering God’s call. When God told Jeremiah he had appointed him to be a prophet, Jeremiah protested, “I do not know how to speak; I am only a child.” But God would hear none of it. “Do not say, ‘I am only a child.’ You must go to everyone I send you to and say whatever I command you. Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you” (Jeremiah 1:6-8).

Jeremiah became one of the greatest prophets of the Old Testament because he was willing to accept God’s calling on his life. What is God calling you to do today? You’re just the right age to do what he asks.

TODAY’S POWER POINT

Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an example for the believers in speech, in life, in love, in faith and in purity.—1 Timothy 4:12

January 28   1 Corinthians 4:2-5

TODAY IN HISTORY

1871—Germans conquered Paris

1878—Publication of first college newspaper, Yale Daily News; first telephone switchboard installed

1902—Carnegie Institution launched with $10 million gift

1915—U.S. Coast Guard founded

1916—Louis Brandeis became first Jew appointed to U.S. Supreme Court

1938—Rudolf Caracciola set world speed record of 268 mph on a public highway (the German autobahn)

1960—First photograph of the moon (transmitted from Hawaii to Washington DC)

1969—Offshore oil well sprang a leak, causing first disastrous oil spill (covering two hundred miles of California coastline)

1986—U.S. spacecraft Challenger exploded moments after liftoff, killing seven-member crew

BORN TODAY

Printer John Baskerville..... 1706

Evangelist R. A. Torrey..... 1856

Pianist Artur Rubinstein..... 1887

Impressionist Jackson Pollock.... 1912

Sculptor Claes Oldenburg..... 1929

Actor Alan Alda..... 1936

Singer Nick Carter..... 1980

Actor Elijah Wood..... 1981

PREJUDICE

Maxwell Droke tells of a trial in England that was just about to start when it was noticed that only eleven people were in the jurors’ box. When questioned by the lord chancellor about the missing juror, the foreman said, “Don’t worry. He was called away by an urgent message, but it’ll be all right. He left his verdict with me.”

Clearly the juror had already made up his mind before hearing all the evidence. We shake our heads in disapproval at such a story, but we reveal our own prejudices when we judge a person based on skin color, race, gender, age, religion, economic status, or appearance.

It’s important to refrain from premature conclusions. We can’t really know all the facts or what a person is truly like on the inside. First Corinthians 4:5 instructs us, “Judge nothing before the appointed time; wait till the Lord comes. He will bring to light what is hidden in darkness and will expose the motives of men’s hearts.” Ask God to help you shed those remnants of prejudice that keep you from loving others as God loves you.

TODAY’S POWER POINT

Prejudices are the chains forged by ignorance to keep men apart.—The Countess of Blessington

Proverbs 18:16-24   January 29

TODAY IN HISTORY

1845—Edgar Allan Poe’s The Raven published

1861—Thirty-fourth state, Kansas, joined Union

1876—Electoral commission named to decide Hayes-Tilden presidential election

1924—First ice-cream cone rolling machine patented (in Cleveland, Ohio)

1936—First five players named to National Baseball Hall of Fame: Ty Cobb, Babe Ruth, Honus Wagner, Christy Mathewson, and Walter Johnson

1963—Death of poet Robert Frost, age eighty-eight

1979—United States signed peace accord with China

1980—Islamic conference condemned Soviet intervention in Afghanistan; six Americans escaped from Iran posing as Canadian diplomats; death of comedian Jimmy Durante, age ninety-seven

1993—President Bill Clinton modified ban on homosexuals in the military(adopting the “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy)

1998—Thick fog triggered three-hundred-car pileup in Western Europe, killing six

BORN TODAY

Political writer Thomas Paine.... 1737

Banker John D. Rockefeller Jr.... 1874

Comedian W. C. Fields..... 1880

Actor Victor Mature..... 1913

Actor John Forsythe..... 1918

Actor Tom Selleck..... 1945

Talk-show host Oprah Winfrey.. 1954

Swimmer Greg Louganis..... 1960

Actor Nick Turturro..... 1962

Actress Heather Graham..... 1970

DOING GOOD

Don’t put off doing acts of kindness as the opportunities arise, for you may never pass this way again. Over one hundred years ago the French-born nobleman Stephen Grellet expressed that idea well in this epic theme: “I shall pass through this life but once. Any good that I can do, or any kindness that I can show to any human being, let me do it now and not defer it. For I shall not pass this way again.”

Determine to say that kind word and perform your acts of kindness before it’s too late. Pray that God will let you see others through his eyes and love them as he does. Then look for someone who needs your help and encouragement today.

TODAY’S POWER POINT

As the purse is emptied, the heart is filled.—Victor Hugo

January 30   1 Samuel 15:17-23

TODAY IN HISTORY

1835—First presidential assassination attempt (on Andrew Jackson)

1911—First airplane rescue at sea (biplane pilot John McCurdy rescued ten miles off Havana, Cuba)

1933—Adolf Hitler installed himself as chancellor of Nazi Germany; premier of The Lone Ranger on WXYZ radio, Detroit

1948—Assassination of Mahatma Gandhi

1973—Three former aides to President Richard Nixon convicted in Watergate trial

1975—Rubiks Cube patented

1979—Iranian Ayatollah Khomeini freed to return from exile in France

1993—Subway service began in Los Angeles

1996—AIDS named leading cause of death for young Americans

1998—FDA panel approved a new glue to replace stitches in surgery

2000—Kenya Airways crash killed 169

2006—Death of Coretta Scott King, widow of Martin Luther King Jr.

BORN TODAY

Composer Walter Damrosch.... 1862

President Franklin D. Roosevelt.. 1882

Historian Barbara Tuchman..... 1912

Comedian Dick Martin..... 1922

Actor Gene Hackman..... 1930

Actress Vanessa Redgrave; chess player Boris Spassky.... 1937

Vice President Dick Cheney..... 1941

Comedienne Brett Butler..... 1958

Basketball player Jalen Rose..... 1973

REBELLION

Evangelist J. Wilbur Chapman told the story of a ship that left Boston harbor in a blinding storm in November 1898 and never returned. Just why it sailed no one has ever been able to say. Despite all the danger signals (the government agent at the signal office had advised vessels to remain in port, and even the vessel’s owners had ordered the ship to remain docked), the vessel set out to sea. The ship was lost, and all aboard died because of someone’s stubborn rebellion against authorities.

Rebellion is caused by pride—an arrogance in thinking that we know more than others, or even more than God. How dangerous it is to believe we have greater knowledge than the Creator of the universe. Is it any wonder, then, that God considers rebellion to be sin? It is serious stuff. First Samuel 15:23 tells us that rebellion is right up there with the big sins: “Rebellion is as bad as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as bad as worshiping idols” (NLT). Call upon God, asking him to keep your heart sensitive and open to his leading today so you’ll never rebel against what he knows is best.

TODAY’S POWER POINT

Civilization is always in danger when those who have never learned to obey are given the right to command.—Fulton J. Sheen

Psalm 20:1-9   January 31

TODAY IN HISTORY

1863—First black Civil War regiment mustered into U.S. army

1865—Thirteenth Amendment, abolishing slavery, passed by Congress

1915—Poison gas used in combat for first time (by Germany)

1940—First social security check issued

1943—German troops surrendered at Stalingrad, Russia (first major defeat of World War II)

1949—First daytime TV soap opera aired (These Are My Children, NBC)

1958—First U.S. satellite launched

1968—Vietcong troops held U.S. embassy staff hostage for six hours

1990—First McDonald’s restaurant in Soviet Union opened in Moscow

2006—Senate confirmed Ben Bernanke to head Federal Reserve (replacing Alan Greenspan, who held the post for eighteen years)

BORN TODAY

Composer Franz Schubert..... 1797

Comedian Eddie Cantor..... 1892

TV host Garry Moore..... 1915

Baseball legend Jackie Robinson.. 1919

Author Norman Mailer..... 1923

Director Stuart Margolin..... 1940

Baseball player Nolan Ryan..... 1947

Actress Kelly Lynch..... 1959

Actress Minnie Driver..... 1971

Singer Justin Timberlake..... 1981

THE BEST DEFENSE

It’s ironic that a World War II bomb used for ten years as a blacksmith’s anvil exploded when it was moved. A similar fiery end lay in store for a gigantic weapon of war built in the sixteenth century. It was a huge cannon with a massive twenty-five-inch bore that could be fired only seven times a day because it took so long to reload. Piles of powder were required for each shot. Though the big gun could shoot up to a mile, it could be heard more than twelve miles away. In all, 650 men were required to move and operate the cannon. But anyone who trusted that weapon to keep him safe would have been disappointed. When it was put into service during the siege of Constantinople, it didn’t last long or live up to its hype. It exploded in a fiery inferno, killing its creator, a man named Orban. To this day it is known as Orban’s Folly.

While the Bible is clear in its support for us to defend our families and property, we’re foolish if we rely on man-made weapons to keep us safe instead of on the God who made man. When we begin to lose sight of God’s power and instead try to do things ourselves, we are bound to fail. Only God never fails. Won’t you trust him today?

TODAY’S POWER POINT

The problem with the world is not with the bomb. The problem of the world is man.—Clement Attlee




February 1   National Freedom Day   Hebrews 2:1-4

TODAY IN HISTORY

1790—United States Supreme Court first convened

1861—Texas voted to secede from the Union

1865—Abraham Lincoln signed Thirteenth Amendment, abolishing slavery

1887—120-acre tract called “Hollywood” unveiled by developer

1893—First motion-picture studio opened

1898—First car-insurance policy issued

1919—First Miss America crowned in New York City

1949—RCA released first 45 rpm single record

1954—Premiere of first TV soap opera, Secret Storm

1959—Swiss men voted against women’s right to vote

1965—Martin Luther King Jr. and demonstrators arrested in Selma, Alabama

1978—Harriet Tubman became first black woman honored on a U.S. postage stamp

2003—Breakup of space shuttle Columbia over Texas

BORN TODAY

Composer Victor Herbert..... 1859

Director John Ford..... 1895

Actor Clark Gable..... 1901

Author Langston Hughes..... 1902

Russian leader Boris Yeltsin..... 1931

Singer Don Everly..... 1937

Actor Sherman Hemsley..... 1938

Actor and producer Bill Mumy... 1954

Actress Laura Dern..... 1967

Singer Lisa Marie Presley..... 1968

IGNORANCE

One of the most unusual animals in the zoo is the tall, spindly legged bird that attempts to escape danger by sticking its head into the sand. “That’s foolish!” you say? Yet many people seem to think that by not attending church or ignoring spiritual things, they can live happily, free of the natural consequences.

Often ignorance of the facts produces unexpected results. There was a story some years ago of a West German man whose wife gave birth to six children in seven years. The man, in his fifties, was angry that the contraceptive pills didn’t seem to be working and complained bitterly that “modern medicine is just no good.” Upon investigation, his doctor discovered that the man, not his wife, had been taking the pills.

God has given us instructions for life in the Bible. But if we choose to ignore them, we can expect to bear the consequences.

TODAY’S POWER POINT

We live on an island surrounded by a sea of ignorance. As our island of knowledge grows, so does the shore of our ignorance.—John A. Wheeler

Psalm 17:6-8   Groundhog Day   February 2

TODAY IN HISTORY

1653—New York City incorporated as New Amsterdam

1848—Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo ended the Mexican-American War

1863—Samuel Clemens used pseudonym “Mark Twain” for the first time

1876—Baseball’s National League established

1880—First electric streetlight installed

1887—First Groundhog Day in Punxsutawney, Pennsylvania

1897—Pennsylvania state capitol destroyed by fire

1912—World’s first stuntman performed on film

1913—Grand Central train station officially opened in New York City

1923—Leaded gasoline first sold

1935—First test of polygraph machine (lie detector) in Portage, Wisconsin

1950—Premiere of TV quiz show What’s My Line?

1982—Premiere of NBC’s Late Night with David Letterman

1989—Final Russian armored columns left Afghanistan

1998—Budget surplus and first balanced budget in thirty years announced by President Bill Clinton

2004—Ricin scare: white powder found in an office of Senate Majority leader Bill Frist

BORN TODAY

Novelist James Joyce..... 1882

Violinist Jascha Heifetz..... 1901

Author Ayn Rand..... 1905

Gossip columnist Liz Smith..... 1923

Comedian Tom Smothers..... 1937

Musician Graham Nash..... 1942

Actress Farrah Fawcett..... 1947

Model Christie Brinkley..... 1954

Actor Michael T. Weiss..... 1962

Basketball player Sean Elliott.... 1968

DOING IT YOURSELF

Some readers may recall the TV commercial in which a mother, attempting to be helpful, was rebuked by her adult daughter, shouting, “Mother, I’d rather do it myself!” Such was not the case with a young girl years ago who seemed to always have problems understanding her math homework. The frustrated girl met a helpful neighbor and often sought his assistance. Her mother, becoming increasingly alarmed at the girl’s boldness, finally went to the neighbor, scientist Albert Einstein, to apologize. Einstein said, “You don’t have to apologize. I have learned more from the conversations with the child than she has from me.”

Although our heavenly Father knows what we need even before we ask, he nonetheless wants to hear from us and is ready to assist anytime, 24/7, if we will but call upon him. Don’t let your pride and independence keep you from trusting God!

TODAY’S POWER POINT

The more meek that a man is and the more subject to God, the more wise shall he be in all things.—Thomas à Kempis

February 3   John 14:1-3, 27

TODAY IN HISTORY

1690—Paper money first issued in the United States (Massachusetts)

1783—Spain recognized independence of the United States

1809—Territory of Illinois created

1870—Right to vote extended to all races through Fifteenth Amendment

1889—“Bandit Queen” Belle Starr murdered in Oklahoma

1894—First steel sailing ship launched

1913—Federal income tax authorized by Sixteenth Amendment

1919—First League of Nations meeting (in Paris)

1924—Death of President Woodrow Wilson, age sixty-seven

1938—Abbott and Costello made first radio broadcast

1959—Death of pop singers Buddy Holly, Ritchie Valens, and “The Big Bopper” Richardson in snowy Iowa plane crash

1966—Soviets’ first soft moon landing

1969—Yasser Arafat appointed leader of Palestinian Liberation Organization

1994—Nineteen-year trade ban against Vietnam lifted

2000—Alan Greenspan confirmed to fourth term as Federal Reserve chairman

BORN TODAY

Composer Felix Mendelssohn.... 1809

Newspaperman Horace Greeley .. 1811

Artist Norman Rockwell..... 1894

Author James Michener..... 1907

Football player Fran Tarkenton... 1940

Actress Blythe Danner..... 1943

Sportscaster Bob Griese..... 1945

Actress Morgan Fairchild..... 1950

Actor Nathan Lane..... 1956

PEACE

Just how long, exactly, has the world been at peace? Although statistics differ, they all point to the same trend: since the end of World War I, there has been an average of just two minutes of peace worldwide for every three years of war. Clearly, peace is a much-sought-after, but elusive, goal in this life. How wonderful then to know the Prince of Peace, whom to know is life eternal.

During the Cold War years a popular chorus sung by Christian youth said, “What though wars may come with marching feet and beat of the drum, for I have Christ in my heart.” This kind of peace is what the apostle Paul described as the peace “which surpasses all understanding” (Philippians 4:7 NKJV).

God’s Word promises inner peace now for those who follow him and the assurance of everlasting peace in the world to come.

TODAY’S POWER POINT

With God in charge of our defenses, there will be peace within.—T. T. Faichney

1 Corinthians 3: 1-3   February 4

TODAY IN HISTORY

1789—Electoral votes cast to officially make George Washington first U.S. president-elect

1826—The Last of the Mohicans, by James Fennimore Cooper, published

1861—Confederate States of America established

1932—Winter Olympics first held in the United States at Lake Placid, New York

1962—St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital opened

1974—Publishing heiress Patty Hearst kidnapped from her California apartment

1997—O. J. Simpson found liable in civil trial for deaths of former wife, Nicole Brown, and her friend

2003—Yugoslavia formally disbanded by lawmakers

BORN TODAY

Aviator Charles Lindbergh..... 1902

Theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer.. 1906

Civil-rights pioneer Rosa Parks... 1913

Feminist Betty Friedan..... 1921

Argentine president Isabel Perón . 1931

Comedian David Brenner..... 1945

Vice President Dan Quayle..... 1947

Musician Alice Cooper..... 1948

Boxer Oscar de la Hoya..... 1973

EXPERIENCE

What a difference a little experience makes! According to the story, famed pianist Paderewski was walking through a small Connecticut town one day when he noticed a sign reading, “Miss Jones, piano lessons—25 cents an hour.” Listening, he heard someone inside trying to play one of Chopin’s nocturnes but not doing very well. So the great pianist walked up to the door and offered to assist. Immediately the delighted teacher recognized the famed musician and invited him in to play. After spending about an hour correcting the woman’s mistakes, he moved on. Some months later Paderewski was again in town and strolled by the same house, where he noticed a new sign: “Miss Jones (pupil of Paderewski), piano lessons—$1.00 an hour.”

Some years ago The Gospel Banner looked into the accomplishments of 400 famous achievers. Their findings? “Of the group’s greatest achievements, 35 percent came when the men were between 60 and 70; 23 percent when they were between 70 and 80; and 8 percent when they were more than 80. In other words, 66 percent of the world’s greatest work has been done by men past 60.”

The Bible recognizes varying levels of Christian maturity and even has suggestions for how to gain spiritual strength through spiritual growth and experience. How experienced are you?

TODAY’S POWER POINT

Experience is a wonderful thing. It helps you to recognize a mistake when you make it again.—Source Unknown

February 5   Psalm 96: 10-13

TODAY IN HISTORY

1846—First U.S. newspaper published on the West Coast (Oregon Spectator)

1881—Phoenix, Arizona, incorporated

1924—First U.S. president buried in Washington DC (Woodrow Wilson)

1983—Musical score authenticated as Mozart’s first symphony (composed at age nine)

1988—Panama’s military strongman Manuel Noriega indicted on drug-smuggling charges

1994—White supremacist Byron De La Beckwith convicted of 1963 murder of civil-rights leader Medgar Evers

1999—Boxing champ Mike Tyson sentenced to a year in prison for assaulting two motorists

2001—Kelly Ripa announced as new cohost of Live with Regis and Kelly

2004—Secretary of State Colin Powell revealed new intelligence before the United Nations as evidence against Iraq

BORN TODAY

Clergyman John Witherspoon... 1723

Evangelist D. L. Moody..... 1837

Politician Adlai Stevenson..... 1900

Author William Burroughs..... 1914

Baseball player Hank Aaron..... 1934

Quarterback Roger Staubach.... 1942

Racer Darrell Waltrip..... 1947

Writer Christopher Guest..... 1948

Singer Elton John..... 1949

Actress Jennifer Jason Leigh..... 1962

Baseball player Roberto Alomar.. 1968

Musician and actor Bobby Brown.. 1969

Twin actors Jeremy and Jessica Sumpter..... 1989

JUSTICE

Justice sometimes takes on unusual forms. A loud commotion erupted on a Japanese street one day as one man leaped upon another and beat him furiously. “Confess!” he yelled. “No,” gasped his struggling victim, “I didn’t do it!” An investigation revealed how the attacker had been wrongly imprisoned for twenty-three years for a crime he did not commit. Following his release, his search for his accuser led to the street battle in which he unleashed all the anger pent up for more than twenty years. Eventually the man was fully exonerated, yet there was no way he could recover the decades he’d lost in prison.
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