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“Paul Wyld’s new book, Jim Morrison, Secret Teacher of the Occult, is a fascinating read that delves deep into the stormy rocker’s more mystical motivations. Wyld’s vividly interpersonal research reveals a side of Morrison that few have considered, one with tremendous relevance to our tumultuous times. This book is not only for fans of The Doors but for anyone intrigued by the spiritual aspects of rock music—a primal force that has impacted global culture in both overt and esoteric ways. Wyld’s compelling work sheds light on Morrison’s hidden influence as occult preceptor which echoes to this day.”

CASEY RAE, AUTHOR OF WILLIAM S. BURROUGHS
AND THE CULT OF ROCK ’N’ ROLL

“Anyone who has listened to The Doors with any attention knows that they were something more than a rock band. Their music hit some deep, primal spot in the archetypal layers of consciousness and sent their listeners off on journeys of mystery and discovery. From reading Paul Wyld’s account of the mystical, magical, and esoteric influences on Jim Morrison and his music, one gets the impression that the infinite was never far from his sight. It’s no surprise that he wanted to ‘break on through to the other side’—and that the ‘other side,’ whatever it might be and whatever might inhabit it, wanted him to do just that.”

GARY LACHMAN, AUTHOR OF THE SECRET TEACHERS
OF THE WESTERN WORLD AND MAURICE NICOLL:
FORGOTTEN TEACHER OF THE FOURTH WAY

“As a teenager, Jim Morrison’s poetic irrationality and The Doors’ psychedelic explorations ignited a deep catharsis within me. Jim’s words and musical genius activated something primal—lighting my fire and transporting me to another world. Now, reading Paul Wyld’s deeply revealing account of Morrison as a secret teacher, I understand the profound effect The Doors had on my budding spirituality. Wyld has given readers a specialized chronicle of Morrison’s spiritual development, rich with modern and historical voices about art, the occult, mysticism, and consciousness. On a journey of vast imagination and creative insight, Wyld reveals a picture of Morrison that transcends the popular vision of him as a sex object, beyond the drunken and lewd performer. We see Morrison as the mystic he was, attempting to shake his audience out of complacency into a state of profound aliveness. Wyld evinces the complexities of Morrison’s vital existence as a poet, shaman, mystic, and sage, and at the same, a Dionysian maelstrom struggling against tides of cultural conformity. Jim Morrison, Secret Teacher of the Occult is more than a biography of an idiosyncratic artist; it is a guidebook for those experiencing the unavoidable crises that accompany spiritual awakening.”

MARLENE SEVEN BREMNER, ARTIST AND AUTHOR OF
HERMETIC PHILOSOPHY AND CREATIVE ALCHEMY AND
THE HERMETIC MARRIAGE OF ART AND ALCHEMY

“Paul Wyld reveals Jim Morrison’s true nature and his much-deserved place among the many who have journeyed to the other side to see beyond the limits of a society mired in materialism. In this extensively researched work, Wyld weaves Morrison together with the great poets and travelers in an undeniable story of the deeper spirits he served. His poetic gift, which resonated with so many of his generation, is a torch that is relit in this new telling of the life of the Lizard King.”
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for Margot,

Elizabeth Marie,

spiritual seekers everywhere,

& in memory of Kevin Cahill



I hope it is true that a man can die and yet not only
live in others but give them life, and not only life,
but that great consciousness of life.

—JACK KEROUAC




PREFACE

1717

I think you’re the same as me
We see things they’ll never see.

—“LIVE FOREVER,” OASIS

From the very beginning, Jim Morrison’s spirit has been with me. I was born on October 7, 1970, in the Doctors Hospital at the University of Miami, just a few miles from the Dade County Courthouse where Jim Morrison’s criminal trial was wrapping up. I heard The Doors for the first time one night in 1983 at a weekend bonfire party off the Rickenbacker Causeway and was stoned out of my mind while listening to “The End” and staring at the bonfire flames. I was a thirteen-year-old kid falling in love with rock music. My first rock concert was Van Halen’s 1984 Tour at the Hollywood Sportatorium in Pembroke Pines, still my favorite show of all time. Now in The Doors, I’d found yet another L.A. rock band that I could sink my teeth into. I soon discovered the 1980 Jim Morrison biography No One Here Gets Out Alive and stayed up all night reading it. From a very young age, I’ve had a great love for reading and reverence for good books and writers of all kinds. So, like many others, I’d found a hero, a mentor, and a guide in Jim Morrison.

After my parent’s contentious and violent divorce, I was placed in a children’s home in Central Florida. My counselor, a soft-spoken man named Ted Saunders, was genuinely sympathetic to what I was going through with my family. During one of our sessions together, I confided in him my love for The Doors and Jim Morrison. The next time I saw Ted, he surprised me with a gift, Weird Scenes Inside the Goldmine, a compilation Doors album he’d owned since its release in 1972. Ted also revealed that he had been a student at George Washington High School while Jim was in attendance. Ted remembered Jim well from their frequent interactions during a shared class. I’ll never forget gazing at the psychedelic watercolor of Jim’s image on the cover as Ted told me this, a kind gesture and a fond memory during a difficult and lonely time.

I bonded best with friends in high school who shared a love for The Doors. I was fourteen when I first dropped acid with my friend Jimmy—the first of what would be many LSD trips during my high school years—on a bright and spectral autumn afternoon in suburban north Atlanta. We’d both read Aldous Huxley’s The Doors of Perception and were quite curious and excited to discover psychedelics. We listened to “The End” as the LSD began to kick in. All we did was laugh and laugh; everything was just very funny. After walking around the Chattahoochee River jumping rocks while peaking—an experience that changed our lives forever—we ended up at a movie theater watching A Nightmare On Elm Street where we cracked up even harder. Once in college, I dove into studying great authors, poets, and philosophers, inspired in part by Jim Morrison’s example. My senior thesis was a comparative analysis of Friedrich Nietzsche and William Blake—“Philosophy moving towards poetry and poetry moving towards philosophy” as my thesis advisor Dr. Jason Wirth put it.

My conscious awareness of the angelic realm, of the other side, didn’t begin until the fall of 2002 when I was living in Santa Cruz, California, and began to experience my first number synchronicity, 333. It became so frequent I couldn’t shake the feeling that someone or something was trying to communicate with me. I left Santa Cruz on March 3, 2003—03/03/03—completely unaware that my spiritual awakening was just beginning. In the summer of 2015, while living in Jamaica Plain, Massachusetts, 222 and 888 suddenly began to capture my attention. Finally, in Nashville, Tennessee, in April 2016, all numbers from 000 to 999 were showing up with that mysterious frequency that prompts you to pay attention. This kicked off what was to become for me a seven-year dark night of the soul which more or less ended around April 10, 2023, when I completed writing this book. I’ve experienced numerous synchronicities of all kinds, but the most healing one in my life so far occurred a few months after I began writing. I was living in Sebastopol, California, in 2020, kipping it in my sleeping bag behind the community wellness center so I could write full time while living as cheaply as possible. The pandemic struck in March 2020 when I began writing in earnest. A surreal time followed as Sonoma County went into lockdown along with the rest of the world. As the terrible summer of 2020 began to unfold following with George Floyd’s death, Sonoma County and much of the Bay Area had also become engulfed by wildfires. One morning I awoke to a thick haze of smoke and an unforgettable sight just above the trees. The sky was almost too eerily fantastic to be real: deep, dark, smoldering red low-hanging clouds that instantly made me think of the nightmarish backdrops to Bosch’s paintings of Hell. But it wasn’t all bad. At night during that time, I got to know the movements of the raccoons as they passed by on the hill above where I slept. Fortunately, I never had an encounter with a skunk.

All the cafés in Sebastopol were now shuttered (a real bummer as this beautiful small town has many good ones), so I spent much of that spring, summer, and fall of 2020 taking the bus into Santa Rosa. Luckily, I’d found a café with an outdoor seating area that was open for business with one available outlet to plug my Mac into. I was deep into trying to make sense of Jim’s time in Venice in 1965, back when he used to hang out at a soul food restaurant called Olivia’s Place. The café had a music rotation of contemporary rock that featured just one classic rock song, “Soul Kitchen,” which gave me the feeling that I was on the right track as well as a fun sense of the creeps.

Still, one evening while heading back into Sebastopol after a day of writing, I asked the Universe for a sign that this project wasn’t a waste of my time. For several days leading up to this point, I had begun to notice the house number 1717 while walking to the café. I was far enough along in my spiritual awakening to realize this number was popping into my line of sight for a reason. It was also during this time that the range of angel number synchronicities had expanded from three to four-digit numbers such as 1010, 1212, 1222, 1234, and 1717. Along with new number sequences showing up, I was finding lots of dimes and feathers, was suddenly noticing lots of butterflies while out and about, and was also having extraordinary visitations with red-tailed hawks. My habit by this time was to explore each angel number’s meaning by reading every website and watching every video I could find about these numeric symbols. I was soon convinced that this number synchronicity phenomenon must be one of the most significant things that’s ever happened to humanity.

The following day I received in the mail Frank Lisciandro’s book Friends Gathered Together, a collection of revealing interviews with those who knew Jim personally. Flipping through its pages, I was immediately struck by the address of one of Jim’s boyhood homes in Alameda, California, an old Victorian house located at . . . 1717 Alameda Avenue. It seems my having placed so much attention on Jim’s spiritual person was causing my consciousness to reach out and grasp for things that were meaningful to my project, such as noticing the number 1717. But here was my confirmation from the Universe that my decision to write this book was a good one, and I was grateful for this impactful sign. That night I read Fud Ford’s account of his childhood friendship with Jim, and learned that a dying boy—Richard Slaymaker—had lived next door to Jim. Jim and Fud would sometimes visit the boy and comfort him.

A week later, I borrowed a friend’s car to drive down from Sebastopol to Alameda. After walking around the house and the surrounding neighborhood (there’s a New Age bookstore right around the corner), I saw an old man with a long white beard drive up and stop in front of Jim’s house. I walked over and asked him if he was here to check out “the Jim Morrison house.” He said he used to live next door, that he was Richard Slaymaker’s brother, and that he now lived in Sacramento and drove to Oakland once a week for acupuncture treatments. He made it a habit to stop by the old neighborhood which he said hasn’t changed a bit since the 1950s. I told him that I’d read about his brother just a week ago. Sensing my disbelief, he produced his driver’s license to show me his last name while stating that he remembered well Jim, Fud Ford, and Jim’s father, “the navy man,” as he was stationed close by at Naval Air Station Alameda.

We don’t know if Jim ever felt that his home address in Alameda had spiritual meaning and instruction. What we do know is that while Jim was living there, he discovered and came to identify with poets and writers like Jack Kerouac who saw the divine spark in everyone and everything while doing their best to live in a world with those who will never see the light. In American film director Terrence Malick’s 1998 film The Thin Red Line, we meet a defiant character who is much like Jim the secret teacher, Private Witt, played by American actor Jim Caviezel. Witt possessed the secret teacher’s ability to perceive the invisible realms. In the film’s beginning, Witt confides to 1st Sergeant Edward Welsh, played by American actor Sean Penn, that “I’ve seen another world. Sometimes I think it was just . . . my imagination.”1 Sergeant Welsh replies, “Well, then you’re seeing things that I never will.”2 Towards the end of the film, in light of all that the war had put them through, Sergeant Welsh asks Witt with admiring, somewhat jealous wonder, “Still believin’ in the beautiful light are you? How do you do that? You’re a magician to me.”3 Witt accepts Sergeant Welsh’s compliment and tells him, “I still see a spark in you.”4 Angel number 1717 signals new beginnings as the angelic realm sees a spark in you, putting you on notice to become more independent and in charge of your life. Great change is coming your way. If you’re seeing 1717 repeatedly, it generally means you’re a person with much inner wisdom and knowledge to offer, someone with a strong inner light, and you should tap into your wisdom to achieve your dreams while helping others to awaken to their divine spark. This is the number Jim saw almost every day of his life for over two years.

I spent the rest of the afternoon visiting Jim’s first high school, the beach close by where Jim and Fud used to go swimming, and the navy facility where Jim’s father was stationed. I discovered the USS Hornet—the aircraft carrier from which Doolittle’s famous raid was launched—and spent some time alone walking the length of the dock gazing upon this awesome relic of American history. I thought about Admiral Morrison and his having commanded an aircraft carrier of his own, how Jim must’ve looked up to him while at the same time feeling quite different and alienated from him, and how complicated it all must’ve been for both Jim and his father. My own stepfather was a U.S. Air Force reserve officer and commercial airline captain. He made it clear that he disliked The Doors and Jim Morrison. I had the feeling my stepfather had long ago stifled the vital part of himself that loved rock music, as he once told me he had formed a rock band in high school. Maybe he once had rock and roll dreams. Whatever the case may be, the Dionysian sense of life I possess was not felt nor understood by my stepfather just as Admiral Morrison considered himself to be “a very poor interpreter” of his son’s art.5 But for myself, through writing this book, the anger at being misunderstood and shunned by my stepfather and family, being seen as “the naughty one” and “the weird one,” was at long last beginning to dissolve into forgiveness and understanding. Some synchronicities are just so breathtaking there’s no sense in trying to wrap your mind around them. Forget about attempting to figure out their meaning, just feel them. I walked back to my friend’s car that afternoon fighting back tears and then losing the battle once I realized what was happening. In this mysterious meeting with Richard Slaymaker’s brother, I felt the healing touch of Jim’s generous spirit. Deep wounds unhealed for far too long seemed to begin to close up. For the first time, I felt like I could just move on with a confidence that can only come from feeling an authentic sense of self emerge; this being my strong desire for cosmic consciousness, spiritual enlightenment, artistic pursuits, and inner peace. It’s a day that I will not soon forget as it spurred me on to tell a different story about Jim’s life as I embarked on changing my own.
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The initial inspiration for this work, and a life-transformative reading experience that awakened me as no book has ever done, is Gary Lachman’s 2015 work The Secret Teachers of the Western World, an in-depth and wide-ranging history of the Western esoteric tradition. Lachman’s book showed me a completely different way of looking at life and history through a tradition that I never knew existed. Reading about the life stories of its secret teachers, what they dared to stand up for, and what they went through to remain true to themselves, reignited the divine spark within that I was aching to bring back to life. Twentieth-century American poet T.S. Eliot once asked in his 1934 poem “The Rock,” “Where is the Life we have lost in living? / Where is the wisdom we have lost in knowledge? / Where is the knowledge we have lost in information?” The Secret Teachers of the Western World not only helped to bring me back around to who I truly am but focused my attention on how I can begin to live Eliot’s important questions.

It wasn’t long before Jim Morrison began coming to mind while reading Lachman’s book, and I found myself writing “JM” next to more and more paragraphs. I concluded Jim Morrison was not only a secret teacher but one of the brightest lights in the Western esoteric tradition. Relevant quotes and passages from The Secret Teachers of the Western World as well as Lachman’s biography on twentieth-century British author Colin Wilson, Beyond the Robot: The Life & Work of Colin Wilson, form the basis of this book. This new envisioning of Jim Morrison’s life would not have been possible without the incredible breadth and understanding that’s been brought to the Western esoteric tradition by Gary Lachman’s writings.
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his person.
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Jim Morrison’s life was strange, as he sings in bewildered earnestness at the end of The Doors’ song “Waiting for The Sun.” Jim Morrison was a great entertainer and lead vocalist for The Doors, as well as a brilliant poet, lyricist, and experimental filmmaker. But this polite, generous, artistic, intelligent, and super fun rock star warrior-poet also possessed the immense transpersonal nature of the secret teacher as presented in The Secret Teachers of the Western World:

For those who have a sense of this invisible, other reality, the answers to life’s mysteries offered by modern science are inadequate and unsatisfying. They are unable to accept them and they find themselves seeking something else.

For the esoteric tradition, the physical world available to the senses that science affirms as the only reality is only a small part of a much greater reality, an invisible, inner reality, that informs the outer world and gives it life and meaning.1

Esoteric means inner and secret, and the search for this “invisible, inner reality” has been the pursuit of every secret teacher reaching back to Ancient Egypt and beyond. Jim Morrison felt, as have all past and present secret teachers, that our survival depends on reestablishing contact with the invisible realms:


Reality is what has been
concealed from us
for so long2



Secret teachers tend to be loners and so was Jim Morrison. They prefer living in the margins of society where they can be left alone to experience their ecstatic states of cosmic consciousness and respond to them meaningfully through poetry, music, literature, and art. These intense moments of ecstasy are what twentieth-century American psychologist Abraham Maslow termed peak experiences. Maslow described peak experiences as being:

rare . . . exciting, oceanic, deeply moving, exhilarating, elevating experiences that generate an advanced form of perceiving reality, and are even mystic and magical in their effect upon the experimenter.3

[These] mystical experiences [are] characterized by the dissolution of personal boundaries and a sense of becoming one with other people, with nature, the entire universe, and God.4

One of our great secret teachers—German philosopher, Christian mystic, and Lutheran Protestant theologian Jacob Boehme (1575–1624)—described in his unfinished 1612 work, Aurora: Dawning of the Day in the East, his life-changing peak experience, also sometimes called unitive consciousness:

In this light my spirit suddenly saw through all, and in and by all the creatures, even in herbs and grass, it knew God, who he is, and how he is, and what his will is; and suddenly in that light my will was set on, by a mighty impulse, to describe the being of God.5

All of us have peak experiences, what twentieth-century American author John Steinbeck called in his 1952 novel East of Eden our “glories,” describing them as: “a lonely thing” [that] relates us to the world—It is the mother of all creativeness, and it sets each man separate from all other men.”6

Peak experiences are often unforgettable, life-transformative moments in our lives that put us in touch with the divine. Many influential persons from all types of professions, as well as the secret teachers of the Western esoteric tradition, have built their lives around at least one peak experience. These moments are sudden, powerfully felt glimpses into that reality Jim felt we’ve been kept from knowing. They are deep and rich with vision, beauty, mystery, and knowledge, and will often leave a person breathless with awe, wonder, and hope. Maslow noted that a heightened awareness of reality is often felt in these moments.7 Twentieth-century British author Colin Wilson created an entire philosophy around peak experiences and how we can have more of them in his 1983 work The New Existentialism.

Twentieth-century American Beat novelist and poet Jack Kerouac, whose work and life deeply influenced Jim Morrison, possessed what twentieth-century Irish author James Joyce called “the necessary madness” to express peak experiences with originality, a madness Jim Morrison shared. Kerouac wanted to feel these peak experiences as much as he could, writing in his journals:

I want uninterrupted rapture. I believe this has been made manifest to me in dreams, and in music, and in the pages of Dostoevsky, in the lines of Shakespeare, in sexual joy, in drunkenness, and in being high on tea. Why should I compromise with anything else or with the “Bourgeois” calm of the backyard lawn . . . On tea I have seen the light. In my youth I was the light. In my childhood I bathed in the hints of light: I hankered, eager. I want a blaze of light to flame in me forever in a timeless, dear love of everything. And why should I pretend to want anything else? After all, I’m no cabbage, no carrot, no stem! A burning eye! A mind of fire! A broken goldenrod! A man! A woman! A SOUL! Fuck the rest, I say, and PROCEED!8

As the secret teacher’s intelligence, sensitivity, talents, and calling are exceptional among us, so was Jim Morrison. These type of people often feel an intense calling to communicate their experience of the infinite to the rest of the world and for all time to affect a change in our consciousness. Like Jack Kerouac and Jim Morrison after him, out of this maddening drive to have and express their peak experiences, a secret teacher will fashion their own identity off the beaten path. Many secret teachers become what Wilson describes as an “outsider” in his 1956 book of the same name (which Jim Morrison read while in high school.) Reflecting on how he came to write The Outsider, Wilson said:

It was while I was writing this novel (Ritual in the Dark) that I decided to break off and try to express some of its basic ideas in a volume of philosophy. Inevitably, this book was about “Outsiders,” people who felt a longing for a more purposeful form of existence, and who felt trapped and suffocated in the triviality of everyday life. It was a book about “moments of vision,” and about the periods of boredom, frustration, and misery in which these moments are lost. It was about men like Nietzsche, Dostoevsky, Van Gogh, T. E. Lawrence, and William Blake, who have clear glimpses of a more powerful and meaningful way of living, yet who find themselves on the brink of suicide or insanity because of the frustration of their everyday lives.9

The outsider’s need to “rival the real,” as Jim Morrison put it, is felt as a strong, overwhelming demand to create space for themselves away from society so they can have solitude to be who they are, to read, study, journal, travel, have more peak experiences, and to bring their unique creations to life out of these “moments of vision.” Since their common life purpose is to make us aware of a reality beyond the reach of the five senses and the rational mind, many secret teachers become, like Jim Morrison, outsiders as poets, artists, philosophers, authors, filmmakers, and musicians.

In his 2016 biography of Colin Wilson, Beyond the Robot, Gary Lachman writes:

Civilization is in decline. The Outsider is a product of this. He celebrates freedom, will and the imagination over the intellect, logic and reason. The Outsider is evolution’s attempt to create “a higher type of man” and “new unity of purpose;” if this fails, then civilization will slide into the gulf, just as all the previous civilizations that failed the test did.10

Jim Morrison felt that such a “slide into the gulf” would also be the result of our lack of self-awareness.


Twentieth-century culture’s disease is the inability to feel their reality. People cluster to TV, soap operas, movies, theaters, pop idols and they have wild emotions over symbols. But in the reality of their own lives, they’re emotionally dead.11



In turn, confrontational statements like the one above can render secret teachers vulnerable to harsh criticism, censorship, ridicule, and condemnation, sometimes leading to ostracization by their families, their peers, and their communities. Persecution begins for the secret teacher when the many fall into a collective defensiveness in response to statements of “emotional death.” Their attitude is who are you to show me, me? Attacks upon a secret teacher can therefore be long, ruthless, sustained ordeals of persecution carried out by insecure persons, many of whom have occupied and continue to occupy positions of power. They feel threatened by the secret teacher’s mysterious, eccentric persona, strange creations, wild behavior, “moments of vision,” and poignant criticisms, and go out of their way to make sure the secret teacher is viewed by society as fake, useless, insane, seditious, criminal, satanic, or all of the above.

Jim Morrison’s intention was not to insult us but to wake us up to how we waste precious time by not living and engaging with a full emotional palette and awakened mind. But because of our fear and the ego’s arrogance—the walls that we build up to shield us from pain, the distractions in society that dumb down, numb, and blind us to our true selves, and our obsessive pursuit of material things, attention, and money—most of us don’t want to hear this sad truth. Tragically, there are many emotionally dead people with no ability to feel their reality. They’ve become the mere “triviality of everyday life” zombies that many secret teachers throughout history have wanted, like Jim Morrison, to run like hell from.

It wasn’t easy for Jim Morrison. The secret teachers of the past often led private, guarded lives, keeping their experience and knowledge of the infinite to themselves largely to avoid persecution. Hence the terms secret teacher and secret society. The secret teacher’s conception of the infinite is referred to in Lachman’s The Secret Teachers of the Western World as “the rejected knowledge,” often seen as a primary source of heresy, blasphemy, and spiritual rebellion by church authorities going back to the time of Hellenistic Alexandria.

Since then, secret teachers who’ve expressed themselves openly in the past have been subject to harsh persecution. Such was the case with sixteenth-century Italian Renaissance mathematician and Hermetic occultist Giordano Bruno, one of our great secret teachers whom Jim Morrison had an affinity with. Bruno was jailed for seven years in Rome before being sentenced to burn at the stake in 1600 CE by the Roman Catholic Church’s Pope Clement VIII after refusing to recant his beliefs. Much the same happened to the twentieth-century French poet, essayist, and playwright Antonin Artaud, another secret teacher artist that inspired Jim Morrison. After being committed by the French authorities, Artaud spent the last years of his life being drugged and put through horrific electric shock treatments.


People are terrified to be set free—they hold on to their chains. They fight anyone who tries to break those chains. It’s their security . . . How can they expect me or anyone else to set them free if they don’t really want to be free?12



For centuries, the secret teacher’s path has no doubt been a dangerous one, and Jim Morrison’s life was no different. His false criminal conviction in October 1970 was initiated by a tough local and national conservative establishment and community backlash following a concert performed by The Doors in Miami on March 1, 1969. Just eight months after his conviction, Jim Morrison died in Paris, France. His death is just one of many instances in the Western esoteric tradition that shows how the viciousness involved in a public campaign of persecution against a secret teacher can push them towards self-destruction.

We can understand Jim Morrison better as a secret teacher by taking a closer look at some of the well-known and lesser known significant moments of his life: his early childhood encounter with a group of dying native workers (whom his mind at the time classified as “Indians”) on a New Mexico highway which he sings about on “Peace Frog;” his discovery as a teenager of one of the first written accounts of the Western esoteric tradition, twentieth-century artist Kurt Seligmann’s 1948 book The History of Magic & the Occult; the release of the film Lawrence of Arabia; a supernatural occurrence Jim witnessed in a Florida church with his college sweetheart, Mary Werbelow; his transformation into a rock star warrior-poet; the fateful Doors concert in Miami; an experimental-independent film Jim made and released in October 1969, HWY: An American Pastoral; and Jim’s false criminal conviction in the fall of 1970.

Another approach we’ll take in our search for Jim Morrison the secret teacher is through the character of William Shakespeare’s Hamlet. What struck twentieth-century American literary critic and author Harold Bloom the most about Hamlet’s character can also be attributed to Jim Morrison:

I’ve never come across a literary figure who is able to combine absolute contraries, and real contradictions as Hamlet does . . . at once more given to theatricality, than any other figure, and also given to a kind of terrifying inwardness which keeps growing and growing further and further into the deeps . . . it’s an amazing combination . . . how can you be totally theatrical and totally inward?13

Bloom’s statement brings us to something that’s important to understand: we cannot learn anything of real depth about Jim Morrison from TikTok shorts or YouTube videos that attempt to psychoanalyze him. The late Dr. John E. Mack (a former head of the department of psychiatry at Harvard Medical School) in his 1976 biography of T.E. Lawrence, A Prince of Our Disorder—a case will be made that Jim Morrison took great inspiration from T.E. Lawrence—writes:

I must confess that in the beginning I sought to do a psychological study of Lawrence of the sort more familiar to those engaged in clinical work . . . But as time went on, I found myself diverted by two dilemmas. First, no matter how fully I was able to “understand Lawrence” through the explication of his personal conflicts, the understanding added little to my appreciation of Lawrence’s accomplishments as a man. From the psychological standpoint, although his struggles were interesting and compelling, they differed little from those of many other persons of his or our age and could therefore contribute little to the understanding of human psychology. Second, I found myself becoming steadily more interested in Lawrence’s achievements than in his problems; or, stated more precisely, I became fascinated with how he was able to adapt his personal psychology to the historical realities that he came upon, or was able to surmount his personal conflicts in the accomplishment of valuable public services.

When I presented “psychological material” about Lawrence at conferences or meetings, my audience would inevitably offer interpretations about his psychopathology which, however accurate they may have been, left me always feeling that they had not seen Lawrence as I knew him to have been.14

If Mack, a renowned Harvard psychiatrist, felt Lawrence couldn’t be understood even by his fellow colleagues’ psychoanalyses of him, then certainly the videos on TikTok and YouTube say next to nothing about Jim Morrison as a person or artist. Wilson felt, “Great writers succeed in leaving their living quality behind; if we turn from Shelley’s poetry to biography, we are only adding something to the basic truth of the man, which we already possess in his poetry.”15 This book focuses on Jim Morrison’s role as a secret teacher through his music and writings. It’s my hope that this new vision of Jim Morrison’s life will further magnify the beauty and strangeness that’s to be discovered in the living quality of Jim Morrison’s art.

It was quite a surprise to discover that all the attributes of a secret teacher were once alive and kicking within this iconic classic rock singer with the sensitive punk edge, generous heart, and “wrought iron soul.” Strange as this may be (as with all things Jim Morrison), his mysterious life story was just as epic and relevant as the lives of some of our greatest secret teachers. But what makes Jim Morrison such a memorable spiritual figure is how much creative fun he had with his shamanic powers while sharing this healing part of himself with the world. So, it’s time for us to attempt to understand and appreciate this mysterious and complicated side of Jim Morrison and the Western esoteric tradition from which much of his poetic magic stems. The core of Jim Morrison’s legacy rests upon his revelation of our renaissance nature as magical and divine beings, reminding us as Shakespeare did of “What a piece of work is man” and “In apprehension how like a god.” Jim Morrison wanted to save us from the hopeless feeling of despair and futility.

This book’s aim is to tantalize the seeking nature of those experiencing their higher selves coming to life. Opening the doors of perception, spiritual awakening, and co-creating with the invisible realms are subtle yet powerful sensibilities that have had an enormous impact on art, music, literature, poetry, and film over these past one hundred fifty plus years. The spirit of all of the past artists, poets, authors, and filmmakers who drank deeply from the mystical springs of the invisible, inner reality flowed like a wild, untamed river through Jim Morrison. Today, the living quality of Jim Morrison the secret teacher is vital to understand in these times that are fertile for a new renaissance.

Last, from here on out, we’ll respectfully refer to our rock star warrior-poet hero by just his first name, Jim.
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