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INTRODUCTION

Do you struggle to keep houseplants alive? Want to expand your current garden to include a wider variety of plants? Or maybe you’ve scrolled through Pinterest boards of immaculate gardens or interiorscapes and felt inspired to re-create the look in your own home. Perhaps you long to eat your own homegrown vegetables or arrange a vase of flowers you grew from seed.

No matter what your gardening question is, Gardening Hacks is your answer! With more than three hundred simple hacks, this book is your garden gate to less work, less expense, and more creativity in your garden, whether you’re maintaining a vast veggie patch outside or a few plants inside your apartment. You’ll find tips for how to feed and water your plants, keep pests away, and simply make gardening easier. You’ll also discover dozens of longer DIY projects that solve specific garden problems or offer new ways of doing old things. Interested in building a space-saving tower for strawberries, onions, or potatoes? Looking for the best way to produce healthy seedlings or directions on how to create a hanging moss ball? Want to learn more about the numerous ways you can transform old 2-liter bottles into everything from terrariums to hanging gardens to hydroponic watering systems? Gardening Hacks has you covered with simple, easy-to-understand instructions.

In addition to offering practical tips on how to save money and effort in your garden, Gardening Hacks also supports environmentally friendly gardening principles. Many of the hacks are focused on reducing chemical use, employing time-tested organic gardening principles, and working with your environment instead of against it to create beautiful, natural settings.

So, whether you’re counting down the days to harvest or looking for ways to finally master houseplants, grab your spade and dig in.…The garden is open.





HOW TO USE THIS BOOK

If you’re looking for time-saving ideas, money-saving tips, and tricks for avoiding common hassles in your garden, you’ve come to the right place. Packed with more than three hundred hacks, this book can help you do everything from planting seeds to building a vertical vegetable garden to interiorscaping your home.

The material is organized into five chapters, each covering specific topics:


	Seeds, seedlings, and cuttings

	Container gardening

	Outdoor gardening

	Indoor gardening

	Tools, pests, and harvesting



Throughout the book, you’ll find short and simple techniques that you can implement quickly, often with materials you already have around the house. Also included in each chapter are longer, DIY-style garden projects, which have been simplified so you can complete most in an afternoon. You might be surprised by how many ways you can use old 2-liter bottles in your garden, or the myriad uses for old newspaper and cardboard, glass bottles, old tires, extra building materials like cinder blocks or bricks, and even old appliances. Anything you don’t have around the house should be available in a local garden center or big-box home-improvement store. This includes inexpensive materials like PVC, potting soil, fertilizer, all types of containers, garden tools, and almost anything else.

You can read the book from cover to cover, or browse and sample hacks here and there based on your interests and needs at any given moment. See what catches your imagination or sparks a new idea!

Here are a few tips to get the most from this book:


	
1. Start with a general idea of what you want to work on. If you’re looking for the most effective ways to sprout seeds for your spring garden, for example, focus on the hacks that will work with your growing environment and specific plants.

	
2. Keep an open mind. There’s no single “right” way to do anything. This book is all about trying new things while making gardening easier, less expensive, and less strenuous, no matter how you do it. Even if you’re an experienced gardener, you might find a new way to do something you’ve been doing for years, or perhaps a clever way to recycle materials you already have sitting around the house. If you’re just starting out growing things, you’ll also be relieved to find that you don’t need to know Latin to get the most from this book. The concepts and ideas presented here don’t require an in-depth knowledge of horticultural concepts. The only limit is your imagination.

	
3. Enjoy yourself! Gardening is a fun, relaxing experience, so make the most of it. Don’t get bogged down with making things look perfect or worrying about that one seed that didn’t sprout. Simply live in the moment and appreciate your connection to the earth and the many beautiful and nourishing forms it can take.



Happy gardening!
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1
                Loosen and fluff soil before planting (even in
                    containers) to encourage strong root growth.


            Plants rely on their roots for a steady supply of oxygen, water, and
                nutrients, so what’s happening underground in your garden is just as important
                as what’s going on above ground. To give your plants the best chance of
                thriving, plant them in loose, well-tilled, or turned soil. For small patches, you
                can turn over dirt with a shovel. Larger gardens might require a tiller (or a lot of
                help!). This is also true for your container plants. Unlike their in-ground cousins,
                container plants can’t just send roots farther out if they need more water or
                air. Keeping the soil in your containers from compacting will help keep your plants
                robust.

        

    


2 Nick large seeds before planting to speed up germination.


Before you plant large seeds, gently nick their outer shells with a needle or sharp blade. Seeds are designed to be very tough—in many cases, they need to survive being eaten by an animal, passing unscathed through a digestive tract, and then being naturally sown. That’s why seeds are covered by a tough protective coating that only gets tougher when the seed is dried and stored. Gently nicking the seed coat makes it easier for water to penetrate the seed so it will germinate faster. Be careful, however, not to damage the delicate embryo inside.
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3 Make papier-mâché seed pots from newspaper.


These papier-mâché cups are great for slow-germinating seeds like peppers. To create a papier-mâché cup, shred about ten sheets of non-glossy newsprint, then soak the shredded paper in about 2 quarts of water for a few days. (The paper will partly disintegrate…this is fine.) Stir the newspaper until it forms a pulp with the consistency of oatmeal. Next drain off the remaining water from the pulp and add about 3 tablespoons of flour, mixing in the flour until the pulp forms a ball with the consistency of clay. Tear off chunks of the pulp mix and press it into standard muffin containers with your fingers, forming small cups. Let the tin sit out to dry for two or three days, or put it in a very low oven for a few minutes, until the cups are dry and sturdy. These durable little cups can be planted intact with your seedlings.






4 Attach your germination records to seed packets.


No matter how you do it, record keeping is essential to becoming a better gardener…but how many of us keep organized and detailed plant journals (kudos if you’re one of those gardeners who does!)? Try this tip to make record keeping easy: Write down germination information on a notecard, including how many days to germination, the date, and information such as germination rate and temperature. Then tape this notecard to the back of your seed packet. Next year, when it comes time to plant again, you’ll be grateful to yourself when you can quickly locate everything you need to know to have a successful year.







5 Save money by starting your seeds in cardboard tubes.


Looking for a clever way to recycle those old toilet paper tubes? Try using them as seed-starting containers. They’re basically free, plus they are biodegradable so you can “plant” them directly in their final location without the stress of transplanting your seedlings. To make a toilet paper–tube planter, cut a standard-sized toilet paper tube in half, then make four cuts, about 1" long each, in one end. Fold and tuck the resulting flaps over themselves to create a bottom for the pot, then fill it with seedling starter soil and sow your seeds. Once the seeds are planted, place the little pots in a snug container and water normally. Be careful when you’re ready to plant—the soggy cardboard will be ready to disintegrate, which is exactly what you want so your seedling can send out roots.
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6 Create quick paper pots from scrap paper and newspapers.


If you prefer a method that’s faster and easier than papier-mâché, you can easily make biodegradable, organic seedling pots from a few sheets of newspaper. Cut a 10"-or-so square of newspaper sheets (use at least five sheets), then wrap them around a spice jar as a mold. To create the pot bottom, fold the newspaper around the bottom of the jar and use a bit of tape or a drop of glue to secure the paper. Gently slide the tube off the jar and stand it upright, then fold the top ½" or so over itself. This will help hold the paper pot together and give it some strength. Once that’s done, fill the pot with soil and plant. Be aware, however, that these pots won’t last long before the newspaper degrades, so stick with fast-germinating seeds like lettuce.






7 Count your nodes!


Taking cuttings is one of the best ways to increase your plant stock. It’s easy and fast and yields plants that are genetically identical to their parent plants. But there’s a trick if you want to get it right: Make sure you’re counting nodes. Nodes are the areas where branches or leaves emerge from the main stem. In general, you want to make sure you have at least two viable nodes in the water or soil with every cutting. It also helps to take cuttings from new growth that’s still supple. This makes it easier to strip off the nodes you need and increases your odds of success.





    

8 Recycle 2-liter bottles to create a mini “greenhouse.”


Empty 2-liter bottles have almost endless uses when it comes to starting seeds, including making self-contained “greenhouses” for your seedlings. While it is possible to just add soil and water, then sow your seeds and cover them, if you take a few extra steps, you can help prevent damping off (seedlings dying or failing).

Materials:


	2 (2-liter) plastic bottles

	Soil

	Seeds

	Tape



Instructions:


	
1. Cut 5"–6" off the bottom of one bottle, leaving the spout intact.

	
2. Cut the second bottle in half crosswise, but not all the way through—just enough to flip it open.

	
3. Insert the top of the first bottle upside down in the bottom half of the second bottle.

	
4. Add soil to the upside-down bottle and sow your seeds directly in the soil. Water the seedlings, but don’t soak the soil.

	
5. Reassemble the second bottle and tape it shut. It will look a little like an hourglass, with an upside-down bottle top full of soil enclosed in it.

	
6. Put the top back onto the second bottle and put it in a warm, bright place, but not in direct sunlight.

	
7. The idea here is to create natural drainage for your seeds as they sprout and grow. Excess water will collect in the bottom of your greenhouse, only to be soaked up when it’s needed.
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9 Save your tomato and pepper seeds to plant next year.


If you liked what you grew last season, why not plan ahead to grow it again next year? Fortunately, some of the easiest seeds to save are also the most popular vegetables:


	
Peppers: Choose fully ripe peppers to save for seeds. Cut the pepper in half and shake the seeds onto a plate or dish. Let them sit out for a week or so until they are fully dry, then store them in a cool, dry place for up to three years.

	
Tomatoes: Tomato seeds are covered with a natural protective gel, so you need to remove it via fermentation. Start with ripe fruit and gently squeeze the “guts” (gel and seeds) into a small jar. Cover the jar with a paper towel and let it sit at room temperature for three days. Discard any floating seeds and rinse the seeds and gel in a strainer under water. Place the seeds on paper towels to dry for about two weeks.
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10 Use citrus rinds as organic seedling containers.


Here’s a simple hack that is eco-friendly and lovely to look at: Instead of tossing your citrus peels, convert them into seedling containers. Lemons especially work great. Simply cut the top third off a lemon, then juice or scoop out the flesh and pulp. The resulting rind is a perfect container! Just fill it with a little seedling soil, add your seeds, and water carefully. You can keep the citrus “container” in a small bowl or empty egg carton. Since the rind is organic, it will slowly deteriorate as your seeds sprout and begin to grow. When it’s finally time to transplant, just bury the rind, so you never have to disturb the seedlings’ fragile roots.
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11 Use squeezable condiment containers to dose fertilizer.


Feeding seedlings is a delicate process. In general, you don’t want to add fertilizer right after they sprout, because it might damage the tender shoots. When you do start fertilizing a few days later, be careful with the amount and type of fertilizer. One of the better organic fertilizers for seedlings is fish emulsion, which is wonderful stuff for plants but smells exactly how you’d think: like rotting fish. To help control the odor and very precisely dose the stinky brew, try buying some small squeezable condiment containers and filling them with the fertilizer solution. When it comes time to feed your seedlings, a single squirt is all you’ll need.
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12 Make DIY “greenhouses” from plastic bins.


Looking to get an early start on your medium or large veggie garden? Create portable “greenhouses” by putting pots inside large, clear bins from your local big-box store. You can use any size container you need, as long as it’s big enough to hold all your pots. And if you buy a bin with flaps to close the top, there’s no need to punch any holes in the container itself—you can leave the flaps propped open to ensure good airflow, or close them to hold in heat. This simple DIY greenhouse won’t make any mess and is easy to carry outside at planting time, plus the bins are large enough to hold a bunch of small pots. Just one word of caution: Be careful when you water not to add more water than your plants can soak up from the bottom. If you do see standing water, try to pour it off or remove it using a ladle or turkey baster.






13 Soak seeds for 24 hours before planting them, to encourage growth.


While it’s easy enough to drop a seed into a starting mix and hope for the best, soaking your seeds before planting can increase their germination rate and speed up their sprouting time. Soaking your seeds for up to 24 hours before you plant them helps break down the tough outer shell and softens the seed before planting. To soak seeds, simply place them in clean water and leave them alone. Remember to label your jars or soaking bowls so you don’t forget which seeds are which!





    

14 Repurpose your eggshells into seed containers.


Eggshells are a versatile friend to gardeners, but here’s one idea you might not have considered: Start your seedlings directly in eggshells. This idea is exactly as simple as it sounds: Save eggshells that are broken in half, fill them with a little bit of seedling soil, and sow your seeds directly in the shells. As with any closed container that lacks drainage, be careful with your watering. For easy storage, save the egg carton your eggs came in and start twelve seedlings at once. At planting time, plant the shell and seedling together—the shell will gradually break down and provide some calcium to your plant. One note: This method works best for smaller seedlings like herbs, which don’t require as much growing room.






    

15 Plant seeds in paper cups.


Transplant shock is always a risk when it comes time to move your seedlings from their original containers to their final destination. If you’re not interested in making biodegradable containers on your own, here’s another easy approach: Use paper cups for your seedlings. Poke a few holes in the bottoms of regular paper cups, fill them with seedling mix, and plant. Ideally, look for non-wax-coated cups that will disintegrate easily, so when it comes time to plant, you can just bury the whole cup without disturbing your seedlings’ roots. Paper cups have another advantage too: You can write on them, so you’ll know which plant is which!






    

16 Recycle old K-Cup containers into seedling containers.


K-Cups are convenient, but they’re not very environmentally friendly, since every cup of coffee creates a new piece of disposable plastic. Instead of throwing yours away, why not convert them into seedling containers for your herb garden? Just poke a hole in the bottom for drainage, fill with seedling starter soil, and plant directly in the cup. Remember to label your pots with a Sharpie or other permanent marker so you keep track of your seedlings! You’ll have to transplant your seedlings from their little K-Cups at transplanting time, but you’ll have the satisfaction of knowing you got one more use out of them.
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17 Train your seedlings and transplants with soldering wire.


Training plants is necessary sometimes if you have limited growing space or if you want to achieve a certain look (think bonsai, which are extensively trained). If you want to train a plant to grow into a certain shape, it’s best to start when the plant is still young and supple. You can use specialized plant-training wire to do this, or you can cut your costs down and use highly malleable soldering wire. This product is widely available in hardware stores, easy to cut and bend, and strong enough to hold its shape. Also, there’s no reason to worry about lead—soldering wire no longer contains lead, so it’s safe to use.







18 Use honey to strengthen your cuttings.


Honey is one of nature’s more miraculous ideas. It’s naturally antibacterial and antimicrobial and full of enzymes that stimulate plant growth. If you like to take cuttings of your plants, instead of buying an expensive rooting hormone, you can use honey instead. Here’s how:


	Using a sharp knife, take a cutting of your plant using a diagonal cut. Choose a cutting that has at least three sets of leaves, then trim off the bottom set.

	Dip the cutting in honey, then let the excess drip off.

	Gently plant the cutting in moist seedling soil.

	Place the cutting in a warm, humid area until new growth emerges.








19 Add LED grow lights to your seedling-growing space.


One of the great challenges facing indoor gardeners is the lack of light—and this is especially true if you’re trying to get your seedlings going indoors. Even on a bright windowsill, indoor seedlings often don’t get enough light, so they stretch out, resulting in weak stems. Solve this problem with simple and inexpensive LED grow lights (these are different than the light strips used for heat). There are many types of LED grow lights on the market today. Look for LED lights in the red and blue spectrum that are portable and can be repurposed when you’re not growing seedlings.







20 Create a cheap seedling heat mat with LED strip lights.


You can improve your germination rate and time to germination by using a dedicated heat mat under your seed-starting trays. Skip buying expensive systems and use standard LED light strips instead. This project can be as simple or as complicated as you like: You can fasten the strips to a wooden board and rest your seedling trays on the strip, or you can simply coil the light strip on a surface and set your seedling containers on the lights. Don’t worry—LED lights don’t put off enough heat to burn your seedlings, but they do emit just enough heat to encourage healthy germination and growth. After you’re done, you can repurpose the LED light strip as decorative lights!
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21 Make your own seed tape.


Seed tape is the ultimate word in precision planting. It allows you to place precise numbers of seeds into furrows, perfectly spaced apart. Unfortunately, commercial seed tape has some pretty serious drawbacks, including its expense and the fact that it can be hard to find. Instead, you can make your own seed tape with easy-to-find materials.

Instructions:


	
1. Select your seeds and check the seed packet to determine how far apart the adult plants should be placed.

	
2. Lay out a strip of toilet paper or paper towel several inches wide.

	
3. Mix flour and water in a 2:1 ratio to create seed glue. The glue should be thick and not too moist—you don’t want your seeds to sprout early!

	
4. Measure along the strip of toilet paper and make dots with a marker or pen to show where the seeds should go. The distance between your dots should be the distance your adult plants will ultimately need.

	
5. Put a small drop of seed glue on each dot, then place a seed into each drop of glue.

	
6. When you’re done with the whole strip, place a few drops of glue along the edge of the paper and fold it over to protect the seeds.

	
7. Let the tape sit out for a few hours so the glue dries fully.

	
8. Store the seed tape by rolling it around a paper towel or toilet paper tube.

	
9. When you’re ready to plant, dig a trough and unspool the seed tape into the trough. Water the strip gently and wait. The tape and glue will both quickly degrade, so your seeds can sprout easily.
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22 Sprout seeds on a paper towel to be sure they’re viable.


This easy sprouting method can be done indoors, with minimal equipment or space. Simply moisten a square of paper towel, then sprinkle your seeds on the towel. Fold the paper towel over the seeds, then place it in a baggie or a sealed plastic food container. You don’t want to soak the paper towel—seeds need only a moist environment to sprout. The germination time depends on the type of seed (check the seed packet for information), but generally, most seeds will sprout within 2–7 days. While you’re waiting, check the paper towel daily to make sure it’s continuously moist; you can mist it if it starts to dry out. Once the seeds are sprouted, carefully transfer them to the planting container.
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23 Use coconut coir pellets for seeds.


If you’ve never germinated your seeds with coconut coir pellets, you’re missing out on one of the easiest, least expensive methods to get your garden started. These little discs, made of compressed coconut coir in a delicate net, are widely available in garden centers and big-box stores. All you need to do is add water and let them expand. Once they’ve expanded, seeds can be easily planted through a hole in the top of the netting, and the pellets can be lined up snugly in a tray. Coconut coir naturally retains water, so you’re less likely to over- or underwater, and the little pellets can be planted whole when it comes time to transplant.






24 Mix small seeds with sand when planting to spread them out.


Planting very small seeds like carrot seeds can be tricky—it’s easy to end up piling your seeds in one place, only to thin the seedlings out later and destroy dozens of viable plants. To prevent this, try mixing your tiny seedlings with very fine, dry sand before sowing. Playground sand is a great option, but make sure you’re using clean sand that isn’t loaded with contaminants and weeds. Pour your mix of seeds and sand into a saltshaker and use this to spread seeds evenly in prepared troughs. This will ensure your plants are spread more evenly, cutting down on wasted seeds.
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25 Make your own soil blocks.


Soil blocks, or small cubes of compressed soil, are a convenient and effective way to start seedlings. To make your own soil blocks, use a can opener to remove both ends of a 6-ounce tomato paste can. For your soil plunger, buy a large dowel that fits inside the empty can, or you can screw one of the can tops to a thin dowel. Create a seed-starting mix by combining sphagnum moss and water until it forms a very moist, thick mixture. Holding the can upright on a flat surface, fill it halfway with the moist mixture, then compress with your plunger. Use enough pressure to form a tight, well-formed plug. Completed blocks can be pushed gently from the can with your plunger. To plant in the blocks, form a small hole in the top and drop your seeds in. Soil blocks can be spaced apart in a tray and gently watered.






26 Water seedlings from the bottom to prevent collapse.


The most dangerous thing you’ll do to seedlings is also one of the most important: watering. Overwatered seedlings are prone to collapse, which can set you back weeks on your garden planning. The best way to avoid this is to simply water your seeds from below by pouring water into the seedling tray and giving them a few minutes to soak up what they need. After about 10 minutes, drain the excess water off so they aren’t sitting in water. An added benefit to watering from below: Roots are encouraged to fill the container as they reach for water.






27 Mix up your own seedling starter soil.


Seeds and seedlings are highly sensitive to fertilizer, competition from weeds, and too much moisture, so it’s always best to start your seedlings in a special soil mix. While you can buy seedling mix, you can save money by making your own from peat moss or coconut coir plus inorganic elements like perlite and vermiculite. Mix peat moss or coconut coir with perlite and vermiculite in a 2:1:1 proportion. The moss or coconut coir will provide a growing medium, while the perlite and vermiculite increase drainage and add structure. When working with perlite and vermiculite, always follow safety instructions—breathing the dust can be harmful. Although adding fertilizer is not recommended, you can mix in a few tablespoons of worm castings per gallon of mix to give the seedlings a boost.






28 Create a seedling terrarium from an old aquarium.


Give your old, empty aquariums new life by converting them into seedling terrariums. Like the original Wardian cases early European botanists used to transport plant specimens, terrariums are perfect environments for delicate plants. The glass walls allow in plenty of light, or you can use the original cover and install a grow light on it. Because it’s a closed system with no drainage, you’ll need to add a layer of gravel to the bottom of the aquarium before adding your seedling starter mix. Or you can set small pots directly into the aquarium. The resulting environment will be warm, humid, and protected…the ideal environment for sprouting seeds and getting seedlings started.







29 Make DIY “greenhouse hot caps” from 2-liter bottles.


If you want to start your seeds outside but are worried it’s still a little cold, here’s another use for empty 2-liter bottles: Use them to make “hot caps” for your pots. Hot caps are basically mini greenhouses that protect individual plants. To make your own, cut the bottom off a 2-liter bottle and place the top over your plant. You can leave the cap on as long as the plant is not in direct sunlight—you don’t want to cook your seedlings. A typical 2-liter bottle has a diameter of 4", so these are perfect for small containers. You can also put the bottle tops on the ground for direct-sown seedlings. Always use clear bottles to allow for maximum light. At watering time, gently water from the top, or you can remove the homemade hot cap and water as normal.
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30 Upcycle a takeout container into a microgreen garden.


Instead of buying expensive microgreens, why not repurpose clear, plastic clamshell-style takeout containers into microgreen gardens? This easy trick yields a constant supply of delicious microgreens. All you need is a clean, clear plastic clamshell; seed-starting mix; and microgreen seeds.

Instructions:


	
1. Wash and sterilize your clamshell with a regular bleach cleanser, rinsing well.

	
2. Fill with 1"–2" of seedling mixture, depending on how deep it is.

	
3. Sow a dense single layer of seeds into the soil.

	
4. Gently water.

	
5. Cover with lid.

	
6. Keep in a bright place away from direct sunlight and wait for your microgreens to sprout!
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31 Record plant names and pictures on your phone so you remember what you planted where.


Planting time is a hopeful time—and sometimes a time of gentle self-deception. “Sure,” you think, “I’ll remember what I planted here! How could I forget?” Fast-forward a few weeks to when your garden has grown in, and you’re standing in front of rows of seedlings wondering what’s where. Here’s a simple trick: When you plant, stand back and take a picture of your garden on a smartphone, then label the picture with the text tool, noting what plants are where. This way, instead of guessing later on what you planted, you can pull up the image on your phone and have an instant map to your own garden.






32 Take time-stamped pictures of your seedlings to track your progress.


Keeping track of your planting times, germination times, watering and feeding schedules, and growth makes it easy to refine your growing methods from year to year, so you can master the particular details of your unique microclimate and your favorite plants. To streamline your record keeping, take regular photos of your plants. Label photos with dates and relevant details and store them somewhere in your photo library—you’ll thank yourself next year.





    

33 Sow your seeds in the winter to prepare for spring.


Winter sowing is a great trick for gardeners who aren’t interested in investing in the equipment to start their seeds inside in early spring, or who don’t have room for a full-fledged seed-starting operation inside. The idea behind winter sowing is simple—you create mini greenhouses from common household containers (standard milk jugs are the best), then plant your seeds in early winter and leave them outside all winter. When the weather warms up, the seeds will sprout in their protected DIY greenhouses and grow naturally until transplant time.

Materials:


	Gallon plastic milk jugs (no caps needed)

	Hole punch or power drill

	Potting soil

	Cold-hardy seeds (perennials, herbs, or fall-sown vegetables)

	Duct tape



Instructions:


	
1. Start by cutting the milk jugs nearly in half crosswise, so you can flip them open.

	
2. Punch or drill small drainage holes in the bottoms of the containers.

	
3. Fill the containers with 4" of potting soil.

	
4. Sow your seeds, burying at the recommended depth.

	
5. Water the soil.

	
6. Flip the jugs closed and fasten with duct tape.

	
7. Move the jugs outside in freezing weather so they don’t sprout early.

	
8. Wait until spring!

	
9. When the weather warms up, your plants will sprout on their own. At this point, you can begin watering and caring for them like any other seedling. Transplant into your garden when they have outgrown their containers.
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		32. Take time-stamped pictures of your seedlings to track your progress.


		33. Sow your seeds in the winter to prepare for spring.


		34. Store seed packets in trading-card sleeves to keep them organized.


		35. Use shop lights as seedling lights.


		36. Space out plants in a grid using a muffin tin.


		37. Use a fan to produce stronger seedlings.


		38. Save your old prescription bottles for seed storage.


		39. Prop up seedlings with bamboo skewers.


		40. Start rose cuttings in potatoes.


		41. Plant seeds in ice cream cones.


		42. Start seeds in cardboard egg containers.


		43. Grow your own “popcorn” from kernels.


		44. “Cook” away pests and problems in your spring planting beds.


		45. Convert empty milk jugs into plant covers.


		46. Make DIY sleeves for your tree saplings.


		47. Expand your plant collection by taking cuttings.


		48. Make your own “seed bombs.”


		49. Protect your seedlings with cinnamon.


		50. Propagate succulents from their own leaves.


		51. Use tweezers to handle sprouted seeds.


		52. Repurpose old screens as plant covers.


		53. Make your own floating row covers to protect young plants.


		54. Sow tiny seeds with a pepper shaker to make the most of them.


		55. Start early, plant early, harvest more.


		56. Start your own lemon trees.


		57. Preheat your seedling mix to kill fungus.


		58. Bury the stems of tomato seedlings very deeply to grow big tomatoes.


		59. Take cuttings of outdoor plants to use inside.


		60. Train your transplants early and often.


		61. Try planting unroasted coffee beans.


		62. Try mushroom propagation.


		63. Embrace air layering to propagate large plants.


		64. Set up your seedling lights on a timer.


		65. Plant a half pepper to easily grow pepper plants.


		66. Try “tomato slice” propagation.


		67. Let fish emulsion fertilizer nourish seedlings.


		68. Add side lighting to strengthen stretchy seedlings.


		69. Learn how to DIY graft to grow more robust, pest-resistant plants.


		70. Use air stones to help your cuttings root.


		71. Root your pothos vines in a glass of water.


		72. Turn your bathroom or kitchen windowsill into a propagation zone.






		Chapter 2: Container Gardening

		73. Nest your containers for easy replanting.


		74. Skip repotting your big plants—top-dress instead.


		75. Use a funnel to target your fertilizer in heavily planted containers.


		76. Give your tropical plants a shower to mimic their natural habitats.


		77. Plant in recycled culverts.


		78. Repot directly in soil bags to avoid mess.


		79. Use old sponges to increase water retention in containers.


		80. Save soil: Bulk up your containers with old bottles and cans.


		81. Try planting in chimney-flue liners.


		82. Make a watering can for your container plants from an old milk jug.


		83. Stop soil leaking with coffee filters.


		84. Cut your pots when repotting orchids to protect your roots.


		85. Boost your fertilizer game with slow-release pellets at repotting.


		86. Reduce overheating with white containers.


		87. Add a handful of perlite to your containers for better drainage.


		88. Don’t pack your containers with soil when you plant.


		89. Transform your old sinks and tubs into amazing planters.


		90. Pay attention to the mature size when you plant in containers.


		91. Make a small “standard” fruit tree to harvest container fruits.


		92. Collect your own worm castings for an easy, organic soil boost.


		93. Add quick drama to a plain potted plant by adding cascading plants.


		94. Use old spoons for working with small containers.


		95. Plant a dugout garden in that fallen tree.


		96. Turn your hanging container into a DIY flower ball.


		97. Add crushed eggshells to your container soil for free calcium supplements.


		98. Cover outdoor container plants with old shower curtain liners during colder nights.


		99. Turn your coffee grounds into plant food.


		100. Add a layer of stones to containers to cut down on watering.


		101. Repot your orchids so they’ll survive for the long term.


		102. Save money on soil with the upside-down container-within-a-container trick.


		103. Cut your phalaenopsis orchid spike (but leave room for reflowering).


		104. Line your container with a diaper for better water retention.


		105. Stop root rot with a pot-within-a-pot technique.


		106. Create a water wick to keep your plants watered when you’re gone.


		107. Convert your old wine bottles into water globes for container plants.


		108. Soak your plants before transplanting.


		109. Sprout potatoes in containers.


		110. Repurpose aluminum cans as mini planters.


		111. Make your own fertilizer “tea” from compost.


		112. Put those old decorative colanders to work as planters.


		113. Use broken terra-cotta containers for better drainage.


		114. Make your own glow-in-the-dark containers.


		115. Paint old tires in whimsical colors and plant in them.


		116. Keep your platters dry to avoid root rot.


		117. Create a lucky bamboo fish planter.


		118. Make your own flower towers with PVC pipe.


		119. Switch to coconut coir instead of potting soil to save space and money.


		120. Salvage used tree pots to plant veggies that need a lot of soil.


		121. Save old bulbs from containers to plant outside.


		122. Sprout bulbs in style with a narrow-necked vase.


		123. Learn how to root prune to keep your plants from taking over.


		124. Plant in raised outdoor containers to prevent bugs and increase drainage.


		125. Create a hanging herb garden with 2-liter bottles.


		126. Mix and match your containers to keep your garden visually interesting.


		127. Water succulents with ice cubes to avoid overwatering.


		128. Soak your orchids in a sink full of water to keep them healthy.


		129. Add visual interest by planting in an old birdcage.


		130. Make your own self-watering system.


		131. Boost your soil’s water-holding capacity with crystals.


		132. Tuck some herbs into your containers.


		133. Design mixed containers in a professional way.


		134. Inspect your new plants in the garden center before you buy them.


		135. Don’t neglect scent! Plant herbs, lavender, and other fragrant plants where people can smell them.


		136. Replant your overgrown orchids in their same old containers.


		137. Build your own strawberry tower.


		138. Try planting upside-down peppers.


		139. Make your own grow bags to hold vegetable plants.


		140. Add lettuce to your hanging baskets to grow greens effectively.


		141. Boost the calcium content of soil in tomato containers with powdered milk.


		142. Make a floating garden that never needs watering.


		143. Create a rustic and retro display with mounted tin can planters.






		Chapter 3: Outdoor Gardening

		144. Use old cardboard boxes to suppress weeds.


		145. Include bee-friendly plants in your garden for pollination.


		146. Know your USDA zone (and what that means) to set yourself up for gardening success.


		147. Mow your yard in a spiral so you don’t have to lift your mower.


		148. Build a terraced planter from fence posts to maximize growing space.


		149. Make DIY suet cakes to feed birds in the winter.


		150. Water your grass less often but more deeply.


		151. Use a posthole digger to quickly plant flowers or veggies.


		152. Check your soil’s pH level with vinegar and baking soda.


		153. Target fertilizer distribution in thick beds using PVC pipe.


		154. Deadhead your flowers to get more blooms.


		155. Make a quick tomato trellis from string.


		156. Mark your beds using flour.


		157. Create perfectly straight edges using boards.


		158. Use shade-cloth covers for lettuces and other tender veggies.


		159. Use buckets to carry mulch and save your back.


		160. Create a hanging tomato garden with 5-gallon buckets.


		161. Leave grass clippings on the yard as fertilizer.


		162. Recycle wine corks into plant labels.


		163. Create living edging with cinder block.


		164. Train your vines using zip ties.


		165. Build a quick DIY raised bed from cinder block.


		166. Use old pantyhose to fasten epiphytes or orchids to your supports.


		167. Plan your garden using the mature size of trees and shrubs.


		168. Take advantage of free garden planning apps and websites.


		169. Water in the early morning to conserve water.


		170. Create an eco-friendly and money-saving DIY rain barrel.


		171. Pinch off tomato suckers to train your vines.


		172. Convert your tiki torches into LED light clusters.


		173. Remove immature fruit to grow giant specimens.


		174. Create an easy vertical garden outside to grow more in small spaces.


		175. Attract hummingbirds with a DIY hummingbird feeder.


		176. Add shallow water features to attract butterflies.


		177. Supplement your plants with Epsom salts for a boost of magnesium.


		178. Mulch, mulch, mulch to save money and grow better plants.


		179. Create DIY molded concrete containers.


		180. Call before you dig, for safety’s sake!


		181. Use DIY bags to support and protect vertical melons.


		182. Plant a garbage can irrigation system for your tomato garden.


		183. Create a wire-and-moss planter on top of old tree stumps or poles.


		184. Maximize your potato crop with a potato tower made of chicken wire and stone.


		185. Convert your old wine bottles into cool garden-bed edging.


		186. Make plant row markers with stones and paint.


		187. Build your own bird feeder.


		188. Supplement your tomatoes with baking soda.


		189. Create a simple fountain with a container, river rocks, and a pump.


		190. Use cascading flowers to give your broken containers a second life.


		191. Make a wind chime with old keys and silverware.


		192. Create a “bean fort” to grow beans and provide a play space.


		193. Put your old mirrors to work in the garden to add dimension and space.


		194. Use stair risers to create a terraced garden.


		195. Turn your tree stumps into flower containers.


		196. Use buttermilk paint to create mossy rocks.


		197. Create instant path lighting with LED light strips.


		198. Make a drip-irrigation hose with an old garden hose.


		199. Build an instant garden bench from cinder block and fence posts.


		200. Make a DIY compost bin from an old garbage can.


		201. Try square foot gardening to maximize your small space.


		202. Convert your old teapots into a whimsical foundation.


		203. Create underground drip irrigators with 2-liter bottles.






		Chapter 4: Indoor Gardening

		204. Display plants in groups to create a healthy microclimate.


		205. Use mayonnaise as a plant polish.


		206. Create a windowsill herb garden with Mason jars.


		207. Take compass direction into account when placing plants.


		208. Plant ginger for a beautiful houseplant.


		209. Plant your romaine lettuce stems for new lettuce plants.


		210. Use pebble trays to increase humidity.


		211. Sprout old carrot tops in water to start a carrot garden.


		212. Glue air plants to a corkboard to make a living wall hanging.


		213. Add food coloring to water to transform white cut flowers.


		214. Construct a hanging air plant garden to avoid messy watering.


		215. Get a second use from your cooking water!


		216. Create a moss pole for your vines.


		217. Use grow bulbs in dim corners to provide more light.


		218. Mulch your indoor containers too!


		219. Grow your tropical plants in the bathroom.


		220. Quarantine new plants to protect your collection.


		221. Sprout your avocado pits with toothpicks and a glass of water.


		222. Create a vertical hanging herb garden with a shoe organizer.


		223. Plant your scallion bases after trimming.


		224. Vacuum up pests from your plants.


		225. Split up supermarket herb plants to double their output.


		226. Invest in a light meter (and learn how much light your plants need).


		227. Keep a mister around to boost humidity.


		228. Plant your pineapple tops.


		229. Add LED lights to containers to create simple indoor fairy gardens.


		230. Let your plants help purify your indoor air.


		231. Train your pothos vine to climb around your walls.


		232. Disguise those ugly views with tall indoor plants.


		233. Place herbs in containers with tall plants.


		234. Revive indoor plants by giving them an outdoor vacation.


		235. Turn your old aquarium into a water garden.


		236. Create a sophisticated succulent dish with containers and moss.


		237. Let “understory” plants spruce up your shady rooms.


		238. Welcome visitors to your home using feng shui and plants.


		239. Transform your unused fireplace into a plant showcase.


		240. Mix your mother-in-law’s tongue plant types to design interesting pots.


		241. Suspend containers from your walls with crochet slings.


		242. Create a “living wall” indoors.


		243. Install a sturdy curtain rod to make a hanging garden.


		244. Turn your moss tower into a light display with a string of lights.


		245. Propagate pothos vines without cutting or trimming.


		246. Make a decorative bottle garden.


		247. Try a grow tent for serious indoor veggie farming.


		248. Glow up your interiorscape with LED containers.


		249. Try bonsai for your narrow sills and small spaces.


		250. Make your cuttings pretty: Hang them in decorative flasks while they sprout.


		251. Try your hand with inexpensive mini orchids for jewel gardens.


		252. Use magnets to secure your mini pots to the refrigerator.


		253. Create DIY night-lights with glow-in-the-dark paint and plants.


		254. Place wheeled trays under big containers to make them easier to move.


		255. Use humidifiers to create a moist environment for plants.


		256. Always use spring water for your lucky bamboo!


		257. Don’t repot those tropical plants too soon!


		258. Improve your sleep with scented lavender in your bedroom.


		259. Repurpose old toys and ceramics in terrariums and funky displays.


		260. Mix some fake plants with your indoor plants for easy abundance.


		261. Turn your windowsill into a baby spinach farm.


		262. Repurpose your old sponges as plant polishers.


		263. Grow microgreens with the paper towel trick.


		264. Start a sprout jar to enjoy sprouts all year long.


		265. Keep your holiday poinsettias as houseplants.


		266. Spray plants with lemon juice or cayenne pepper to discourage pets.


		267. Root your celery stem instead of tossing it.


		268. Create a kokedama, a hanging ball of ivy or vine.


		269. Make a DIY hover garden for trailing succulents.


		270. Start your tulips in water early for spring blooms.


		271. Add dried grass to your plant groupings for a nice background.


		272. Create an onion tower for never-ending green onions.


		273. Steer drafts away from your plants with vent covers.


		274. Stop fertilizing in the winter to save money.






		Chapter 5: Tools, Pests, and Harvesting

		275. Discourage pests with coffee grounds.


		276. Grow ladybug-friendly plants to fight pests.


		277. Store your tools in a bucket of sand and treat with mineral oil to prevent rust.


		278. Use the apple-in-a-bag trick to help your tomatoes ripen.


		279. Use vinegar to clean rust from old garden tools.


		280. Repurpose an old pallet into a tool organizer.


		281. Create a deer clacker to scare away deer.


		282. Use a 5-gallon bucket as an easy tool caddy when you’re gardening.


		283. Make DIY slow-release fertilizer balls.


		284. Create your own safe pesticide.


		285. Plant mosquito-repellent plants to keep bloodsuckers at bay.


		286. Spray tools with isopropyl rubbing alcohol to clean them.


		287. Store commonly used tools in strategically placed pouches.


		288. Repurpose old wash bins or containers as hose hiders.


		289. Use your old tarps to make cleanup easy when deadheading or trimming.


		290. Prevent fungus on your plants with cinnamon.


		291. Protect your knees with sports knee pads while gardening.


		292. Use diatomaceous earth to discourage slugs and snails.


		293. Transform old denim jeans or shorts into an apron or garden tool belt (no sewing!).


		294. Plant in bottomless plastic containers in the ground to ward off nematodes.


		295. Use vinegar as a natural herbicide.


		296. Set up a scrap bucket under your sink to make composting more convenient.


		297. Bury your rabbit fence deep enough to keep out burrowers.


		298. Contact your local agricultural extension office for advice and help.


		299. Keep neem oil on hand to prevent a host of problems.


		300. Make your own essential oils from homegrown herbs.


		301. Keep a photo record of your plant labels in an album on your phone.


		302. Use your leaf blower to blow away pests.


		303. Preserve your fresh herbs in frozen herb blocks.


		304. Make a DIY pheromone trap to kill pests.


		305. Make DIY insecticidal soap.


		306. Check your plants at night (with a flashlight) to catch night marauders.


		307. Install UV light traps in your garden to get rid of moths.


		308. Create sticky boards to catch and kill garden pests.


		309. Make your own tomato leaf spray to use as a pesticide.


		310. Plant “trap crops” to distract and catch pests.


		311. Bag your fruit on the tree to protect it from pests.


		312. Scatter crushed eggshells around and in your garden to prevent slugs.


		313. Create DIY ant traps.


		314. Kill slugs and snails with beer.


		315. Blast away sucking insects with a hose before reaching for pesticide.


		316. Make aluminum foil mulch to deter ground pests.


		317. Use tree bands on your fruit trees to protect them from sun damage and boring insects.


		318. Construct DIY trunk bands on trees to control rats and mice.


		319. Harvest your own burn and cut ointment with aloe vera.


		320. Leave your garden spiders alone!


		321. Leave snakes alone too, so they can get rid of garden pests.


		322. Deter snails and slugs with copper.


		323. Read and follow all label directions on chemicals to protect your health.


		324. Use ammonia to control aphids, scale, and thrips.


		325. Use spikes made from plastic forks to fend off rabbits.


		326. Bring in beneficial insects with companion plants.


		327. Hang red ornaments on vegetables to confuse and scare birds.


		328. Rinse your harvest as you pick it to avoid getting a lot of dirt inside.


		329. Spray isopropyl rubbing alcohol on leaves as an inexpensive pesticide.


		330. Disinfect your garden tools with bleach to prevent plant diseases.


		331. Spray baking soda on plants to prevent black spot and other fungal diseases.


		332. Make “bug juice” to discourage a wide range of garden pests.


		333. Discourage deer with soap shavings.


		334. Create a DIY bat box to attract insect-eating bats.


		335. Use sharp shears to harvest.


		336. Cook your own garlic oil insecticide and antifungal treatment.


		337. Make your own herbal pesticide to save money.


		338. Create potato starch spray to kill pests.


		339. Clean up rotting and fallen plant material to discourage pests.


		340. Put a rain gauge on your sprinklers to reduce water use.


		341. Don’t harvest wet fruit or vegetables.


		342. Water your herbs thoroughly the day before picking them so they last longer.


		343. Move your newly harvested fruits and veggies out of the hot sun right away.


		344. Leave a little stem on your harvested fruits and vegetables.


		345. Pay attention to your plants!


		346. Use Bokashi composting for all kitchen scraps, including meat and dairy.


		347. Get rid of scale with cotton swabs and alcohol.


		348. Make your own horticultural oil to use as a pesticide.
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