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Hi.

My name is Sarah, and I live a totally NORMAL life and NEVER have to wear a TOO-BIG cape and fight
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Ha-de-ha-HAAAAAAA.

I WISH!

Actually, my name is PIZAZZ, my life is completely weird, I DO have to wear a TOO-BIG cape and I DO have to fight SUPER BADDIES ALL THE TIME.

And with the most embarrassing SUPER POWER.

EVER.

This is because I am…
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A super hero!

The rest of my family are all SUPERHEROES too and boy do they LOVE it.

Like, REALLY LOVE it.*

*Except for Aunty Fury, my dad’s BADDIE sister. She went to the dark side because she clearly didn’t love it either.
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But I don’t. In fact, I’m not even sure I slightly like it. Sometimes I just wish I was a NORMAL person and didn’t have to worry about PLANETS being knocked off their axes, intergalactic warlords getting the hump or a SUPER SNEAKY BADDIE filling the world’s supply of gel pens with invisible ink so we all have to do our homework TWICE. [image: Image]

I would like to be super at roller skating, though – that would be brilliant. Obviously.

If I am completely honest there are a few GOOD things about being a superhero. Not many, but a few…
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* Oh yeah, and SAVING the UNIVERSE and stuff.


UH-OH…


I nearly forgot to mention WANDA, which could have something to do with the time I was hit on the head with a LLAMA (long story) and I am almost certain THAT is the reason I forget loads of things all the time. Or it could very easily be because WANDA is always sneaking about under my feet and tripping me up.

And that’s not all she does, OH NO.

She’s also a sort of telephone, receiving messages from Mission Control about superhero missions we have to go on and any other important superhero business we need to know about. And I hate to admit it, but she does do excellent SIDE-EYE, too.

[image: Image]

You might have thought that being a superhero who has to zoom off all the time to save the UNIVERSE was more than enough for a 9 ¾-year-old to be getting on with. But NO, it turns out that superheroes have to go to school on top of all that. Mum says it’s just in case we finally defeat all the BADDIES and have to do something other than WHIZZ about with our LASERY, fiery, SPEEDY super powers. I always snort-laugh when she says this because… YEAH, RIGHT!

I WISH!

If I have learned anything from this superhero business it’s that there is ALWAYS another BADDIE just waiting to step in and cause havoc. It’s like a SUPER BADDIE vending machine that NEVER runs out; one drops down and another moves FORWARD to take their place.

*sigh*
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OH NO…


There are BADDIES in my normal life too, but instead of SUPER-BADDIE powers, they use stuff like WORDS and SNIFFY faces to be MEAN. And even though they are kind of MEAN, somehow everyone still seems to LOVE them.
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* I actually LIKE clowns now. TRUE FACT.


OH YES…


But it’s NOT ALL BAD.

There are goodies in my life as well…

[image: ] SUPER ONES: My ridiculous family, I suppose. [image: Image]

[image: ] BADDIE ONES: I KNOW!

I have two SECRET BADDIE friends – KAPOW and Perfecto – because sometimes this SUPER business isn’t as black and white as the movies make it seem.

[image: ] NORMAL ONES: I have some especially GOOD goodies as my school friends. Ivy, Molly and Ed and I have been through all sorts together AND we are in a BAND, AND we are the school ECO COUNCIL – trying to turn the school green. Well, not actually the colour green; that would be ridiculous… OR would it? Hmmmmmmm. I might put that in our ECO SUGGESTION BOX… We get some quite ‘interesting’ suggestions from time to time…
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So that’s me, PIZAZZ. ECO COUNCIL member, Lead Guitarist/Singer in The Cheese Squares, frequent nerd, collector of BLACK NAIL VARNISH, good friend, IRRITATED big sister, guinea-pig soulmate, EYE-ROLLING daughter…

AND RELUCTANT SUPERHERO, whether I want to be or NOT.
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LATER ON…


When I got home from school I was feeling almost like a winner. Well, maybe that’s going a bit far, but I definitely didn’t feel like a loser. So that was sort of a win!

I had defeated Harry the Slime almost SINGLE-HANDEDLY before school AND I only got HALF covered in slime (unfortunately it was the TOP half)…

Nothing particularly embarrassing had happened during the rest of the day (unless you count Ricky Owens standing on my cape so that when I went to go to maths I got yanked back to history instead). Mum was cooking tea so I was extremely CONFIDENT that it wasn’t going to be one of Dad’s mouth-burning chilli surprises (the surprise being there is more chilli in it than ANY OTHER ingredient!) and I wasn’t face first on the floor like I so often am when WANDA is sneaking about tripping me up. So basically…
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BUT THEN…


I was in such an averagely good mood that I even said hello to Mum when I walked in, but when Mum replied it wasn’t with a JOLLY ‘HELLO!’ like normal, and she didn’t look even slightly happy. But she didn’t look cross or disappointed or a bit miffed, either. These are her TOP four faces, so I was struggling to work out what she WAS looking like… then I realised she was SAD. I wasn’t used to this face on Mum and it made me feel all uncomfortable.

Mum sat me and my annoying little sister, Red, down and told us Gramps was in the hospital. He had been trying to get rid of a plastic bag that had blown up into one of the trees in the park next to school when he caught himself on a branch. He had then got into a bit of TANGLE, fell and hurt himself. This was the park that Gramps had helped me and Ivy SAVE from being turned into a car park.
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