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CHAPTER ONE THE SLEEPOVER
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Sleepovers! Are they the best, or are they the best?

I mean, what could be better?

If you’ve never been to a sleepover, seriously, what are you waiting for? Trust me. You don’t know what you’re missing.

Like trying to stay awake as late as you can. One time, I stayed up way past ten o’clock at night! My eyeballs felt heavier than bowling balls.
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I know what you’re thinking. Ten o’clock isn’t really all that late, but hey, I love to sleep.

Plus, there’s so much to do at a sleepover.

You play outside until it starts to get dark. Then you play games inside, running all around the house while parents watch boring stuff on TV like the news, old movies, and cooking shows.
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But everything changes after dinner. That’s when kids get to control the TV!

You know what that means, right? Endless hours of video games, cartoons, and even scary movies.
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Well, I don’t really watch those anymore. Ever since I moved to Kersville, my whole life is a scary movie.
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But the best thing about sleepovers are the snacks: chips, cookies, ice cream, cheese balls, yum!

At one sleepover, there was a Build Your Own Popcorn Bowl station. I made mine with melted cheese, chocolate chips, caramel, hot fudge, and super-sour gummy worms! And rainbow sprinkles on top. It was a work of art!

Of course, sleepovers aren’t all fun and games. I mean, first you have to pack everything!

Which pajamas should you bring? Should you bring your favorite pillow even if it has drool spots all over it? And what about stuffed animals? There’s no way to pick just one!
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Then you have to spend the night in a house that’s not yours.

That means learning where the bathroom is immediately. Trust me, you don’t want to walk into the wrong room at night when you’re having an, um, emergency.

Oh, and you’ll have to do that in the dark!

I mean, who knows what’s waiting for you in a strange house in the dark? It could be a cute little kitten. It could be a table leg waiting for you to stumble over it.
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Or it could be a whole collection of haunted dolls chasing you and your friend.

Yeah. That’s me, trapped in my sleeping bag, squirming like a worm.

And that’s my best friend, Desmond Cole, who needs to catch his grandma’s vase before it falls and breaks because of two good reasons: (1) that’s his grandma’s favorite vase, and (2) there could be, like, a thousand ghosts trapped inside it. Who knows?
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Then there are the creepy dolls chasing us.

Do you want to know what’s going on and how we got here?

Me too! All I know is, it started with a phone call.





[image: Image]





CHAPTER TWO THE SECRET PHONE
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It was one of those perfect Saturday mornings. I was watching cartoons and eating a giant bowl of cereal when RRRIIIINNG!!

A phone rang so loud that I spilled milk and soggy cereal all over myself.

“Mom! Dad! Phone!” I yelled.

But no one answered, and the phone kept ringing.

So I followed the noise to my parents’ office. It was coming from the bookcase. Actually, it was a book that was ringing!
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