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A. Lange & Sohne

A. Lange was founded in Glashutte, Germany in 1845. Glashutte was located in the Saxon region of Germany (a few miles south of Dresden), an area noted for its inventors and technicians. The nineteenth-century Saxon Elector, Frederick Augustus 1 actively promoted scientific advances in his kingdom, and was especially interested in clocks and watches. Ferdinand Adolph Lange began his watch making career as an apprentice to a master clockmaker. He then founded the Glashutte pocket watch factory, with an ambition to create high quality timepieces. When Ferdinand Lange died in 1875 (at the early age of sixty), the company was continued by his sons Emil and Richard, and later his grandson. A. Lange & Sohne remained in continuous production until 1945, when the factory was bombed on the final day of World War Two. Glashutte became marooned in the communist area of East Germany, and A. Lange & Sohne production lapsed for over forty years. After the re-unification of Germany, Frederick Lange’s great-grandson Walter Lange re-established the company in 1990, and presented his first collection of watches just four years later. This included the Lange 1 wristwatch with its patented outsize date and off-center dial configuration. The company continues to match high quality watches using traditional skills aligned with modern technology. Today, Walter Lange has four-hundred-and-seventy employees, and his company is based in Glashutte once more.
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A. Lange Tourbillon Perpetual Calendar in 18K pink gold. Calendar with outsize date, day of the week display, moonphase display, day/night indicator, and leap year indicator.

A. Lange & Sohne
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A. Lange Lange 1 platinum gentleman’s watch with off-center hour dial, 2000. Transparent case back, subsidiary seconds dial, and oversized date.

Image courtesy of Antiquorum Auctioneers
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A. Lange Lange 1 Tourbillon, 2002. Limited edition watch in platinum with visible one-minute tourbillon regulator, off-center dial, and oversized date.

Image courtesy of Antiquorum Auctioneers
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A. Lange Lange 1 in pink gold, 2002. 18K pink gold, water-resistant, off-center hour dial, and oversized date.

Image courtesy of Antiquorum Auctioneers
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A. Lange Platinum Cabaret, circa 2005. Rectangular platinum watch with large date, black dial made from solid silver.

Image courtesy of Antiquorum Auctioneers
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A. Lange Die Grosse Fliegeruhr matte nickeled pilot’s wristwatch from the 1940s. Over-sized watch with indirect center seconds, black dial, and signed case and movement.

Image courtesy of Antiquorum Auctioneers
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A. Lange B-Uhr German military watch from the 1940s. Oversized, anti-magnetic, nickel-silver navigator’s timepiece.

Image courtesy of Antiquorum Auctioneers
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A. Lange Saxon ia Automatic 18K white gold, the case set with brilliant-cut diamonds. Self-winding with subsidiary seconds. Hand-stitch crocodile strap.

A. Lange & Sohne




Accurist

Asher and Rebecca Loftus founded Accurist in 1946. They were located in the Clerkenwell district of London, England. They made their watches entirely from Swiss components, but ensured that they were competitively priced. The company famously promoted the twenty-one jewel lever movement in their timepieces. Accurist always made fashionable watches and these were favored by many prominent people including Princess Anne, The Beatles, and the British model Twiggy. The company became increasingly successful in the 1960s and opened their own factory in La Chaux de Fonds, Switzerland. In the 1970s, Accurist switched to quartz movements, and in 1983, the founders’ son Andrew Loftus moved production to Japan. By 1993 Accurist was the second largest watch producer in the United Kingdom. In 1995, Accurist became the only watch brand to have an association with the Royal Observatory at Greenwich, London. The Observatory is particularly significant to the watch-making industry as it is the home of Greenwich Mean Time. Accurist continues to be a successful family-owned company, with its headquarters in London.
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Accurist 9K gold watch with manual wind and subsidiary center seconds. Two-piece case.

littlecogs.com
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Accurist white ceramic watch with white enamel multidial.

Accurist
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Accurist black and gold ion-plated watch with black dial. Currently available.

Accurist




[image: image]

Accurist rectangular black ceramic watch with black enamel dial. Shadow indexes and single diamond. Current model.

Accurist
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Accurist gold tone ladies’ watch set with Swarovski crystals. Mother or pearl dial. Current production.

Accurist
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Accurist stainless steel ladies’ watch with mother of pearl dial set with Swarovski crystals. Current model.

Accurist




Audemars Piguet

Audemars Piguet was founded in 1875 by two partners with a passion for precision, Jules-Louis Audemars and Edward Auguste Piguet. The business is still owned and run by the original families and retains its original commitment to excellence. It is the oldest fine watchmaker never to have left the ownership of its founding families. The company was established in the town of Le Brassus, Switzerland and is still there today.

The history of Audemars Piguet is littered with technical milestones. In 1892, the partners introduced the first minute repeater wristwatch. In 1915, they launched the smallest five-minute repeater ever made, with a diameter of just 15.8 millimeters. The first jumping-hour wristwatch was launched in 1924, followed by the world’s thinnest pocket watch in 1925, the first skeletonized pocket watch in 1934, and the world’s thinnest wristwatch in 1946. The popularity of Audemars Piguet’s ultra thin dress models was largely responsible for the company’s resurgence in the post-Depression years.

Audemars Piguet’s seminal Royal Oak model was introduced in 1972. It was the first steel high-end sports watch, and debuted at that year’s watchmakers’ fair at Basel, Switzerland. The watch was fitted with a distinctive octagonal bezel, secured with eight small, visible screws. It also had simple metal bar hour markers. Although the watch was expensive with a launch price of 3,300 Swiss francs, it was an instant success. 1994 saw the launch of the company’s first wristwatch with Grande and Petite Sonnerie (a quarter repeater striking on two gongs). The Equation of Time model appeared in 2000, complete with the times of sunrise and sunset. Audemars Piguet’s first wristwatch with a carbon case and movement debuted in 2008. This was a particularly striking-looking timepiece with its matt black case and visible carbon movement.

Even today, all Audemars Piguet watches are completely handmade, and several iconic models, including the Royal Oak remain in production. Each of these watches takes around seven-hundred to a thousand hours of work to complete. A heavily diamond-encrusted Royal Oak Offshore watch currently retails for over a million dollars.

Audemars Piguet’s ambassadors include many famous sportsmen and women, including the tennis player Novak Djokovic, and golfers Lee Westwood and Rory McIlroy. The company’s partners include Russia’s Bolshoi ballet and the Spanish Riding School in Vienna, Austria.
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Audemars Piguet tantalum and pink gold perpetual calendar watch, circa 1996. Astronomic, skeletonized, self-winding, and water-resistant.

Image courtesy of Antiquorum Auctioneers
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Audemars Piguet white gold Lady’s emerald and diamond quartz Royal Oak, circa 1990s. Octagonal, 18K white gold, set with baguette emeralds and diamonds.

Image courtesy of Antiquorum Auctioneers
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Audemars Piguet Royal Oak. Stainless steel watch with screw-down hexagonal crown. Image courtesy of Antiquorum Auctioneers
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Audemars Piguet stainless steel Royal Oak Automatic, 2001. Octagonal with center seconds, self-winding, water-resistant. Image courtesy of Antiquorum Auctioneers
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Audemars Piguet Royal Oak Offshore. Dial decorated with Mega Tapisserie pattern, gold applied hour-markers. Rubber bracelet.

Audemars Piguet, Ie Brassus
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Audemars Piguet Royal oak Offshore Automatic, circa 2007. Octagonal, self-winding watch in 18K white gold and orange rubber, with diamond-set bezel.

Image courtesy of Antiquorum Auctioneers
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Audemars Piguet Grand Sonnerie Carillon, Genève, 2002. Limited edition platinum watch with Grande et Petite Sonnerie.

Image courtesy of Antiquorum Auctioneers
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Audemars Piguet 18K white gold Equation du Temps St. Tropez, 2010. Astronomic with perpetual calendar, sunrise and sunset set for the French city of St. Tropez.

Image courtesy of Antiquorum Auctioneers
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Audemars Piguet Twenty Dollar Coin, 1975. 18K yellow gold with gold coin from 1904. Hinged inner case, straight lugs.

Image courtesy of Antiquorum Auctioneers
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Audemars Piguet 18K yellow gold quartz watch set with diamonds and rubies, 1990s. Oval, water-resistant.

Image courtesy of Antiquorum Auctioneers
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Audemars Piguet Backwinder in 18K white gold and diamonds, 1940s.

Image courtesy of Antiquorum Auctioneers




Avia

The Avia watch-making company was registered in Switzerland in 1910. From the beginning, the company prided itself on producing innovative wristwatches, and pioneered the development of quartz watches in the 1970s. Their current philosophy is to produced high-quality and attractive watches at very affordable prices. Avia was bought by the Fossil fashion group in 2001. Fossil are one of the leaders in fashion watch design.
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Avia manual wind 9K gold watch with two-piece case. Center seconds, Hallmarked London, England 1973.

littlecogs.com
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Avia Mariner. Current production.
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Avia 1910. Gold-plated, silver dial. Current model.
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Avia high-shine stainless steel. Silver dial, current model.
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Avia ladies’. Stainless steel, expandable bracelet. Current model.
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Avia stainless steel case. Current production.




Baume & Mercier

Baume & Mercier was founded in 1918 by William Baume and Paul Mercier, but the company’s origins are almost a century older. The Baume family set up their watch shop in Switzerland’s Jura region in 1830, and they were soon manufacturing their own timepieces. These watches were awarded many prestigious prizes around the world. Baume’s business partner, Paul Mercier, was born in Odessa, Russia, and was an astute business man. He took charge of the commercial side of the business, while William Baume supervised the manufacture of their watches.

The company’s excellent reputation helped them to survive the Depression, but both original partners left the business in 1937. Baume & Mercier was taken over by the famous jeweler Constantin de Gorski and his partner Robert Peron. The company flourished, and launched one of their most iconic models, the Marquise. This was a lady’s "jewelry watch" where the timepiece was set into a jeweled bangle. In 1952, Baume & Mercier moved its production facilities to the famous watch-making village of Le Brassus in Switzerland’s Jura Valley. In the 1960s, the brand repositioned itself as an affordable luxury brand, and has continued to inhabit this market niche. In 1972, Baume & Mercier launched the Mimosa and Galaxie ladies’ models, followed by the Riviera and Stardust watches in 1973. The Riviera is a twelve-sided stainless steel sport watch, while the Stardust has an onyx dial encircled by a halo of small diamonds. The Linea collection followed in the 1980s.

In 1988, Baume & Mercier was bought by the Richemont Group, the parent company of many luxury brands including Piaget, Cartier, Jaeger-le-Coultre, Van Cleef & Arpels, Dunhill, and Montblanc. Financia! stability led to a creative flowering, and several new lines were launched including the Hampton (1994), the Catwalk (1997), and the Capeland. More new ranges followed including the Classima, Diamant, and Haute Horologie William Baume. Many of the post-Richemont ranges are still in production today.

The company now produces its watches in Les Brenets in the Swiss Jura. Its headquarters remain in Geneva, Switzerland.

Baume & Mercier’s company motto is “Life is about moments.” The company has appointed several famous ambassadors for its products, including Gwyneth Paltrow in 2011.
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Baume & Mercier yellow gold chronometer, 1940s.

Courtesy of Antiquorum Auctioneers
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Baume & Mercier steel and diamond Linea, current model. Quartz movement with date and chronograph.

Baume & Mercier
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Baume & Mercier Capeland, 2012. Automatic steel chronograph.

Baume & Mercier
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Baume & Mercier red gold Classima, current model. Automatic and date.

Baume & Mercier
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Baume & Mercier, Genève Riviera, 18K yellow gold quartz with center seconds.

Courtesy of Antiquorum Auctioneers
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Baume & Mercier 14K yellow gold lady’s dress watch, 1960s. Trebor’s Vintage Watches
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Baume & Mercier manual wind 18K yellow gold lady’s watch, 1970s. Dark blue dial, fully signed.

Courtesy of Antiquorum Auctioneers
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Baume & Mercier Formula S, 2000s. Stainless steel, quartz powered asymmetric chronograph.

Trebor’s Vintage Watches
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Baume & Mercier Capeland automatic chronograph, 2012. Self-winding, water-resistant, stainless steel watch with red telemeter.

Courtesy of Antiquorum Auctioneers
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Baume & Mercier 14K yellow gold quartz lady’s model. Integrated gold mesh bracelet.

Trebor’s Vintage Watches
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Baume & Mercier yellow gold Hampton City automatic, 2004. Rectangular watch with date.

Courtesy of Antiquorum Auctioneers
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Baume & Mercier Traction Avant, 1960s. Watch modeled on Citroen car. 18K pink and white gold, diamond headlights, ruby rear light.

Courtesy of Antiquorum Auctioneers
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Baume & Mercier rectangular quartz Hampton, current model. Steel with curved sapphire crystal. Alligator strap.

Baume & Mercier
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Baume & Mercier 18K white gold oval lady’s watch, 1980s.

Courtesy of Antiquorum Auctioneers
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Baume & Mercier solid 14K yellow gold square-shaped lady’s dress watch, 1970s. Leather strap. Signed case and movement.

Trebor’s Vintage Watches




Benrus

Benrus was founded by Benjamin Lazrus in 1921. Lazrus was from a Jewish-Romanian background. He located his first shop at 206, Broadway, New York City. His brothers Osear (an attorney) and Ralph (a salesman) also worked in the business. Each brother took a turn at being president of the company. In 1923, Lazrus trademarked the Benrus name. Originally, Lazrus mended watches before starting to sell imported timepieces. By 1930, Benrus had begun to retail its own products. Lazrus bought a factory in the watchmaking town of La Chaux-de-Fonds in Switzerland’s Jura region, where he manufactured his own Swiss movements. These were then imported into the United States, and fitted into American-made cases. Despite the war, Lazrus continued to import his Swiss mechanisms, and supplied Benrus watches to United States servicemen. In the post-war years, Benrus launched their famously complicated calendar watch. This was followed by their “Embraceable” bangle watch, their “Citation” model, and their “Dial-o-Rama” watches. Their exaggerated looks reflected the Retro-Modern styling cues that were popular in the 1940s.

The company grew exponentially in the 1950s and became the third largest watchmaker in America. Benrus also became a major shareholder in America’s largest watchmaker, the Hamilton Watch Company. This time not only saw the launch of Benrus’s famous waterproof watches, but the company also began to offer two cheaper model ranges, the Belforte and Sovereign. The company also made Dick Tracey and Disney character watches. Benrus were always savvy about their advertising, and the 1960s saw Jerry Lewis appearing in their advertisements.

The Lazrus family sold the company to Victor Kiam in 1967. Kiam sold many Benrus watches to army and navy military personnel fighting in the Viet Nam war. He also launched the Destino line of fashion watches, and the divers’ watch-style “Orbit” in 1974. But the company was finally beaten by the introduction of cheap electric watches that flooded the American market in the second half of the decade, and filed for bankruptcy in 1977.
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Benrus stainless steel manual wind watch, 1960s.

Trebor’s Vintage Watches
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Benrus automatic with date, 1960s. Gold plated case.

Trebor’s Vintage Watches
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Benrus Shockresist watch, 1950s. 14K pink gold, white gold hands.

Image courtesy of Antiquorum Auctioneers
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Benrus digital read jump hour watch, 1950s. Retro-modern-styled watch in chrome and stainless steel.

Trebor’s Vintage Watches
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Benrus Diamond Flower model, circa 1950. 18K white gold and diamond watch with concealed dial.

Image courtesy of Antiquorum Auctioneers
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Benrus Wristalarm, 1960s. Manual wind front-opening watch with alarm.

Trebor’s Vintage Watches
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Benrus 1940s scalloped tank model with textured dial.

Trebor’s Vintage Watches




Blancpain

Blancpain claims to be the oldest watchmaker in the world. The company was founded in 1735 by Jehan-Jacques Blancpain, and located in his farmhouse home in Switzerland’s Jura region. The Blancpain continued the company for many years, and Jehan-Jacques’s greatgrandson introduced the major innovation of the cylinder escapement. The company built their first factory in 1865 to increase their manufacturing volume and counter cheap American imports.

Blancpain launched the first automatic wristwatch in 1926. In 1932 the Blancpain family left the company, which was bought out by two members of staff. Despite this management change, the Blancpain company ethos remained unchanged. Blancpain introduced their frogman watches in the 1950s, including their iconic “Fifty Fathoms” model of 1953, as worn by Jacques Cousteau. The company struggled to survive in the 1970s, with competition from cheap American quartz watches and the worldwide recession of 1973. The management sold out to Jacques Piguet of the famous watchmaking family, and Jean-Claude Biver, a Blancpain employee. Under the new ownership, Blancpain carved out a market niche for expensive, handmade watches with many “complications.” (Any indication beyond hours, minutes, and seconds is a complication.)

Today Blancpain make less than ten thousand watches a year, and concentrate on making traditional mechanical, round-case watches. Their current collection includes the Le Brassus, Villeret, L-Evolution, Fifty Fathoms, Tourbillon, GMT Alarm Watch, the Carrousel Minute Repeater, and the 1735 six-complication timepiece.

Blancpain has been a partner of the Lamborghini racing team since 2009.
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Blancpain Aqua Lung, hundred hours automatic watch with center seconds and date.

littlecogs.com
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Blancpain Villeret, 1990s. 18K yellow gold, stepped bezel.

Courtesy of Antiquorum Auctioneers
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Blancpain Aqua Lung, 1958. Stainless steel revolving black bezel.

Courtesy of Antiquorum Auctioneers
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Blancpain Fifty Fathoms, 2000s. Stainless steel, domed sapphire crystal.

Courtesy of Antiquorum Auctioneers
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Blancpain steel and gold watch with diamond bezel, 1990s. 18K yellow gold and stainless steel.

Courtesy of Antiquorum Auctioneers
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Blancpain 2100 Sport, circa 2000. Stainless steel watch with anti-reflective crystal.

Courtesy of Antiquorum Auctioneers




[image: image]

Blancpain stainless steel Villeret with triple date and moon phases, 1990s.

Courtesy of Antiquorum Auctioneers
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Blancpain Day/Night, 2000. Self-winding, water-resistant, two time zone watch.

Courtesy of Antiquorum Auctioneers
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Blancpain triple date with moon phases, 1990s. 18K yellow gold and diamond watch.

Courtesy of Antiquorum Auctioneers
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Blancpain Rayville, 1970s. 18K white gold and diamond.

Courtesy of Antiquorum Auctioneers
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Blancpain Air Command, 1990s. Stainless steel chronograph with date

Courtesy of Antiquorum Auctioneers
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Blancpain platinum minute repeater, 2000.

Courtesy of Antiquorum Auctioneers




[image: image]

Blancpain oval Concealed Time, 1970s. 18K white gold and diamond, gold textured bracelet.

Courtesy of Antiquorum Auctioneers
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Blancpain gold baguette, circa 1960. 18K yellow gold with tile-link bracelet.

Courtesy of Antiquorum Auctioneers
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Blancpain Perpetua! Calendar watch, 1990s. 18K yellow gold, self-winding watch with moon phases.
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