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          NEED TO KNOW


        

      


    


  




  ADDRESSES




  Washington, DC is separated into four main quadrants: NW, SW, SE, and NE, which converge at the U.S. Capitol. Streets are numbered and lettered, with numbered streets heading north to south and lettered streets running east to west. The District also has five main thoroughfares heading into and out of the city. These are Pennsylvania Ave, Massachusetts Ave, Connecticut Ave, Wisconsin Ave, and New York Ave.




  ARRIVING BY AIR




  Baltimore/Washington International Airport (BWI) 410/859-7111, bwiairport.com




  Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport (DCA) 703/417-8000, mwaa.com/reagan




  Washington Dulles International Airport (IAD) 703/572-2700, mwaa.com/dulles




  BETWEEN THE AIRPORT AND THE CITY




  Amtrak (BWI only) 800/872-7275, amtrak.com




  MARC (BWI only) 800/325-7245, mtamaryland.com




  Metrorail (DCA only) 202/637-7000, wmata.com




  Metrobus (DCA only) 202/637-7000, wmata.com




  Washington Flyer Coach (IAD only) 888/WASHFLY, washfly.com/coach.html




  SuperShuttle (shared van service) 800/BLUEVAN, supershuttle.com




  RMA Worldwide (limousine) 800/878-7743




  Red Top Executive Sedan (limousine) 703/522-3333 or 800/296-3300.




  GETTING AROUND




  Metrorail 202/637-7000, wmata.com




  Metrobus 202/637-7000, wmata.com




  EMERGENCIES




  For medical, police, and fire emergencies, dial 911.




  HOSPITALS WITH 24-HOUR EMERGENCY ROOMS




  Children’s Hospital National Medical Center 111 Michigan Ave, NW, 202/884-5000 (PETWORTH)




  George Washington University Hospital 900 23rd St, NW at Washington Cir; 202/715-4000 (FOGGY BOTTOM)




  Georgetown University Medical Center 4000 Reservoir Rd, NW, 202/687-5100 (GEORGETOWN)




  Howard University Hospital 2042 Georgia Ave, NW, 202/865-6100 (SHAW)




  PHARMACIES OPEN 24 HOURS




  CVS 6 Dupont Cir, NW, 202/785-1466, cvs.com (DUPONT)




  CVS 2240 M St, NW, 202/296-9877, cvs.com (DOWNTOWN)




  INTERNET CAFÉS




  Cosi 1275 K St, NW, 202/408-1119, getcosi.com (DOWNTOWN)




  Kramer Books and Afterwords Café 1521 Connecticut Ave, NW, 202/232-7481. kramers.com (DUPONT)




  Starbucks 1301 Pennsylvania Ave, NW, 202/737-7378, starbucks.com (DOWNTOWN)




  LOST AND FOUND




  Metrorail and Metrobus 202/962-1195, wmata.com




  Reagan National Airport (703/417-8560, mwaa.com




  Washington Dulles Airport (703/572-2954, mwaa.com
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  Washington, DC, is so much more than presidents and politicos, attracting Hollywood A-listers and travelers from near and far. It has renowned museums; world-class theater, dining, and shopping; spectacular architecture; stunning monuments; waterfront views; and of course, the famous cherry trees. In just 48 hours you can head to bustling Penn Quarter, the Times Square of DC; take a historic walk through hip Georgetown; or buddy up to staffers on Capitol Hill. It’s been said that DC is a transient city, but spend some time here and you’ll quickly discover there’s enough energy, personality, and community to make this town home—even for a few days.
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  DAY 1 :: MORNING
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        MASTERING THE LANDMARKS


      

    


  




  8:00 AM Scrumptious food is always served at La Madeleine. Order cinnamon French toast or a custom-made omelet to get your day moving. Eat up! There’s a lot to see. Walk or take a cab after breakfast to the National Mall. La Madeleine 3000 M St, NW, 202/337-6975, lamadeleine.com. Open Man–Thurs 6:30 am–10:00 pm, Fri–Sat 6:30 am–11:30 pm, Sun 7:00 am–10:00 pm. GEORGETOWN




  9:00 AM Begin your tour at the Lincoln Memorial that honors the 16th president of the United States. New York architect Henry Bacon designed the marble monument to reflect a Greek temple with 38 columns representing the number of states in the Union at the time of Lincoln’s death in 1865. Leading sculptor David Chester French then created the statue of Lincoln, carved from 28 blocks of white marble, each nearly 20 feet (6m) high. The building was dedicated in 1922, with 50,000 people in attendance, including many Civil War veterans and Lincoln’s only surviving son, Robert. For an unforgettable view, stand on the memorial’s steps and gaze out over the Tidal Basin on the National Mall to the Washington Monument and U.S. Capitol. Lincoln Memorial and National Mall 23rd St between Constitution and Independence Aves, 202/426-6841, nps.gov/linc. Open 24 hours a day. Free. DOWNTOWN
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