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INTRODUCTION

What do the words “viral,” “smart,” “quick,” “wordy,” and “novel” have in common? They’re all five letters long, and any one of them could be used to describe Wordle, the addictive puzzle game that blew up Twitter and the rest of the online world in 2021 and 2022. Those words are also viable answers or starter words in Wordle, which invites players to guess a mystery word by typing in other five-character words to uncover the correct letters along the way.

Wordle became a sensation so quickly thanks to a unique set of circumstances. It’s easy to learn, free to play, requires no sign-up, and provides a fun diversion without taking up more than a few minutes. Wordle took off more than a year into the COVID-19 pandemic, with millions of people looking for new ways to kill some time and, incidentally, feel good about themselves. Wordle—both playing it and talking about it on social media—fit the bill. (A quirky, amusing name that suggests “word puzzle” certainly didn’t hurt the organic, grassroots-style marketing of the game.)
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It’s been a quick rise for Wordle, but one with a rich history and endless opportunity. Here’s everything there is to know about Wordle…including how to get as many green boxes in the least number of attempts.






CHAPTER 1 Wordle: The Game We Didn’t Know We Needed


Each day, a new Wordle puzzle hits the Internet…and only that one puzzle. Millions of players relish their Wordle time, devoting their minds to solving this inventive and fascinating word game. The object is to uncover a common five-letter word in six guesses. Each time you type in a word and hit “Enter,” each of the letter boxes changes to a different color. Incorrect guesses are gray; correct guesses are shaded yellow or green. A yellow box shows that the letter is in the final word but in a different position. A green box means the letter is in the final word and in the right position. Using these clues, you continue to enter words until all the boxes turn green or you run out of chances. A QWERTY-style keyboard at the bottom of the screen keeps track of already-guessed letters.
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