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A Cautionary Note to the Reader

Russian black magic is cerebral and philosophical, a studied practice of intellectual arts and manifestation of the human Will. It is for those who are curious about the unknown, rather than those who fear mysteries and taboos. Black magic favors the bold. This book is intended for readers who seek to make changes in their lives and embrace the mysterious and the forbidden.

Any readers who use or try to use any of the spells from 
this book do so entirely at their own risk. The author and the publisher 
accept no liability if the work does or does not have the desired effect or 
results. This book is for educational, spiritual, and inspirational use only.





INTRODUCTION

WHAT IS SLAVIC BLACK MAGIC?

Slavic black magic is a system of ancient sorcery that originates with the black mages of Kievan Rus (Ukraine, Belarus, and Russia in 882–1240). Those mages, whose ancient spells were mostly destructive, were called black practitioners.

Sometime after the violent baptism of Russia (990–991) into the Orthodox faith, a new tradition based on old-world witchcraft began to take form. Initially it consisted of secret knowledge transmitted through notebooks wrapped in black covers and written at night. This led to it being called black magic among the common people. By association, practitioners who preserved and passed on their knowledge by recording it in the so-called black books began to be called black mages. This tradition was born about a century ago; up until then, knowledge about sorcery was mainly transmitted orally.

The echoes of ancient witchcraft practices are at the heart of modern black magic. This includes, in particular, work with the forces of nature and the world of the dead. Elements of the Christian faith were also imposed from the outside (the concepts of good and evil, God and the devil), intertwined with pagan elements. In black magic, Russian methods of sorcery are intermingled with various foreign ones. The best ones are centuries old and passed on by many generations of mages who devoted themselves to the secrets of sorcery. These mages made a contract with the devil. In the process they renounced God, their families, and the forces of good. In making this contract, mages signed away their souls. In exchange, they received knowledge and power that allowed them to mediate among worlds and people, to gain various otherworldly powers, and to be masters of the natural elements. These abilities gave mages the power to control people’s destinies.

The purpose of this book is to present the theories behind Russian black magic. In addition, a considerable number of practical rituals are given as illustrative examples. This book gives details concerning the secrets of cemetery and black magic rituals. Unfortunately, this book cannot provide the reader with the knowledge, rituals, experience, skills, practice, or anything else that only personal training can give. It contains only a small part of the knowledge and rituals involved. This book does not teach you how to be a mage but only partially reveals the secret knowledge that a mage possesses. It is enough for you, the reader, to understand that, with the help of sorcery, you can redirect life on the worldly plane in a way that suits you, whether that be positive or negative.

In this book I will present the foundations of the belief system and occult practiced by blasphemers and heretics. The text considers the main components of the faith: questions about the forces and people’s 
relationships with them, the creation of the world, moral values, religious 
practices, attitudes toward various social institutions, and so on. The purpose 
of this book is to familiarize all those who are interested in the teachings of Russian black mages as it has been passed on through mage communities for generations.
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THE BIRTH OF RUSSIAN 
BLACK MAGIC

Magic is a special kind of energy. To split a rock with a hammer, you must raise and lower the hammer many times with force. In other words, you have to allocate and use energy. It is this energy that destroys the rock, not the hammer. That energy comes from your arm and hand. Magic is something like this energy, but it comes from your mind.

We must remember that society and religion have conditioned and instructed many of us about what is right and what is wrong, what is real and what is false—almost to the point that we have forgotten a fundamental truth: all life is full of mystery, and the only way to understand it is to learn about the mystery. We can search for a better understanding 
of what is really happening. A better understanding of the energies around us 
will allow us to manipulate them in such a way that our or someone else’s life 
is positively or negatively affected. Occultism is the study of hidden, 
mysterious, and paranormal phenomena. It consists of many elements in life: one is the spirit, another is the universe, and a third wonderful example is consciousness.

Witchcraft is a system of certain theoretical and practical knowledge based on universal laws. Individuals with this knowledge are usually called mages. This system of knowledge enables mages to influence others. There are many different systems of witchcraft in the world, but likely the most well known and effective is the witchcraft tradition that has developed over the past two millennia based on Christianity, the world’s dominant religion. At the heart of this witchcraft tradition is the confrontation between good and evil (God and the devil).

Ancient magical techniques and methods for working with natural forces and the world of the dead are closely intertwined and have been honed and systematized for centuries by many generations of mages. Though no one can accurately determine when witchcraft originated, we can safely conclude that the tradition began a long time ago. However, it was only a few centuries ago that mages organized it into a precise system, and with the spread of literacy and writing, mages began to record their knowledge on paper.

Witchcraft is not a simple craft, even if it is intended solely for oneself. It requires discipline and perseverance in achieving personal goals, constant personal growth, and self-development. Mages orally passed the black magic tradition down from generation to generation of their blood relatives. Mages who devote themselves to witchcraft as a profession 
do not become significantly wealthy during the course of their life. They are 
not allowed to become wealthy as the mages would then become lazy and quit 
witchcraft. But mages live, as a rule, in satiety and prosperity. If they 
observe the requirements of the forces that patronize them, they will be provided with all they need or, rather, with the witchcraft for obtaining the means for a decent life.

Competent mages never call themselves magicians. It should be noted that the word magic is applicable only for the circus and theatrical performances of mage-illusionists. This word is the fruit of the fantasy of various kinds of occult writers who do not have the slightest notion of either the theory or practice of witchcraft. Those who prefer to call themselves by this title are various kinds of swindlers and dilettantes; that is, white and black mages, as well as various followers of numerous homegrown secret societies and sects tailored to Western magical orders. A real expert in the field of witchcraft will never demonstrate anything in public, on a dare, or for others’ curiosity, as is the lot of circus illusionists and theater mages. More precisely, this craft is called sorcery. Nowadays, it is convenient to call the spiritual work sorcery for the understanding of the local townsfolk. For an old specialist in witchcraft, the word magic sounds like an insult.

In the Russian world the word witch comes from the word vedat (meaning “know/be aware of” and “mother”). This word literally translates as “leading mother.” Witch in Russan means “woman who has knowledge and special skills and knows how to use them.”

Medieval scribes used the word magi to denote the biblical mages who came to the infant Jesus. It is said in the New Testament that “from the east the Magi came to Christ in Bethlehem and asked where the King of the Jews was born” (Matt. 2:1–2). In the Gospel of Matthew, the word magi sounds like mage, which usually means someone skilled in witchcraft. The magi (in ancient Russian the word is вълхвъ, which means “mage, fortune-teller”) are a caste of Slavs who preserved ancient knowledge and applied it in practice. These are Slavic priests who performed divine services and prophesied the future.

Before Russia adopted Christianity in the tenth century, the common attitude toward mages was quite respectful. After all, these unusual people were considered intelligent and competent: they were engaged in healing and understood the forces and laws of nature. In Slavic pagan society, the mages were singled out as a special group that conducted religious rituals, prophecies, and fortune-telling. In the ancient Slavic hierarchy, the magi traditionally occupied a high place, next to the ruler. Princes came to the magi for prophecies. Mages function as spiritual 
mentors and intermediaries between worlds and between people and the world of 
invisible energy streams. A mage was considered a prophet, shaman, healer, and 
crafter of potions. They created curses and performed rituals for exacting 
retribution, beguiling someone, attracting wealth and luck, and protection, as well as concocting potions composed of various herbs and insects for causing harm, stirring up passion, and other purposes. The mages could heal, conjure, and tell the future, as well as interpret the dreams and nighttime visions of ordinary people. Many people listened to them. Almost every village had a shaman or mage that people went to for advice in difficult situations.

After Christianity was adopted, people came to fear and dislike mages; consequently, many mages do not really like people. Despite their dislike of mages, people have always turned to them for help when a problem could not be solved by traditional methods.

Since ancient times, black-magic practitioners have not been particularly friendly with one another, but they have not been at odds either, at least not openly. Bitter wars have flared up at times, however. If reconciliation between those in conflict was not possible, the stronger of the two won. In spite of this, mages often gathered in the old days for masses (mage gatherings). There they discussed their shared pressing questions and exchanged experiences. These gatherings still occur but much less often, and when they do happen, the gatherings are much more organized. Sometimes mages gather for collective ceremonies that usually include three people (most often a male mage and two female mages). Such a trio is called a braid, as a braid is usually made from three strands. Mages gather for a collective rite when it is necessary to eliminate someone by joint efforts or to achieve some other important goal. Sometimes mages gather in groups of nine or more to conduct collective rituals.


THE SUPPRESSION OF PRE-CHRISTIAN FAITHS

From the beginning of time, all cultures have had mystical traditions, secret teachings, and myths explaining the nature of the world. Many of these myths were dichotomies that divided the world into cosmic and chthonic forces: the light gods of heaven and the dark gods of the underworld. The forces of the original universe were projected onto heaven and earth and took on forms native to those places. A way to think about this is that there is a tree with two sets of branches; the first set of branches grew in heaven, and the second set grew in the underworld. Each group had its own hierarchy, fulfilled a role in the universe, and guarded secrets. Both sets of branches were made of intelligent spiritual beings—angels in the upper world, demons in the underworld—each with a name, personal characteristics, a particular form, and a seal. The different branches are all of one tree trunk. The different paths, spirits, and demons of witchcraft are all connected to one concept and one concept only: the manipulation and manifestation of the human will.

The Christian church conquered countries with fire and sword and united them under one Christian faith. The conquered peoples became vassals and slaves for their masters, who marched under the Christian banner of the Christian god. The Christian church gained dominance over earlier pre-Christian faiths throughout Europe, Asia, and Latin America by asserting that only faith in the Christian god was true and good. Thus proponents of the Christian faith suppressed the pagan practices of various ethnic groups and by doing so these practices assumed the role of evil. These other faiths became forbidden, their language and rituals deemed repulsive. The church insisted on indiscriminately denying the history and culture of a number of ethnic groups, which led to divisions and isolation among peoples.

The church actually helped to bring the dark force of evil into people’s lives. Before the Christian era, evil went under many different names and was not relegated to a single force or entity. These various evil forces were small and sometimes associated with natural phenomena, such as thunder, rain, fire, volcanic activity, predators, and ordinary death. With the advent of Christianity, evil was attributed solely to the devil or Satan, who resided in the underworld or hell.

The names of the familiar old gods of this or that people became, under Christianity, the names of demons. Thus, according to the Christian church, all who honored the old gods began to worship demons, Satan, and the devil. As it happens, the word demon comes from the ancient Greek δαίμων, meaning “deity, spirit, demon,” which derives from δαίω, meaning “divide, share, or distribute,” and initially referred to a god who gave out destinies to people. With the arrival of Christianity this neutral or even beneficent god quickly became identified as a demon or equivalent to the devil.

Christian preachers called Satan and death the evil beginning. At first people were puzzled as to why their gods were now considered evil demons. Eventually the newly gathered parishioners began to believe that all the old gods were wicked devils, bringers of evil. Nonetheless, people continued to appeal to the old gods.




DUAL FAITH: RUSSIAN BLACK MAGIC AND CHRISTIANITY

In the territory where the Slavs lived, Christianity combined with vedic (from the Russian vedat), old-world witchcraft, and so Slavic black magic was born. It differed significantly from the dark traditions of the Middle East, Asia, and Africa, and yet it had the same features of a strict belief system. Everything was reconciled in form, content, and ritual structure. This system was kept secret and known only to its initiates. Even now, Slavic mages will not risk exposing their secrets.

Slavic or Russian black magic has as its foundation dual faith. Dual faith is an exclusively Russian phenomenon; it has no equivalent in other cultures. The Russian people have never been fanatically Christian, and in Russia pagan belief systems were preserved and blended with Christianity after it was forcibly imposed. What distinguishes dual faith is not the Orthodox Christian component but the concept of an official, Christian, public faith.

The tradition of Russian black magic is primarily a system of witchcraft. But it is also a complex religious cult that worships the Unclean Forces. Mages very carefully study all the forces with which they interact. They are consciously guided by the idea that knowledge generates power. In other words, it allows them to properly direct this force and achieve conscious goals for personal development.

Black magic and sorcery encompass very broad concepts. Each magical system, of which there are many, is based on the power and omnipotence of the dark gods, hence the dark path toward spiritual evolution. In the Slavic tradition, the left-hand path is the one that leads to black magic. Russian magic is nothing more than the opposite of Orthodoxy, just as Western ceremonial magic with its black mass is the opposite of Catholicism. Although I love the Russian black magic tradition for itself, I recognize its dependence on Christianity. People were not allowed to be anything but Christian in Russia for the past thousand years, so an alternative was formed. People, in open rebellion, could choose to honor Satan instead of God, which became the basis of Russian black magic.

Practitioners of Russian black magic conjure various demons by name and read psalms for different purposes. Actually, all traditional systems, from the paganism of ancient Rus to Haitian voodoo, were not solely based on folkloric magical rites. Religious doctrine and sacral beliefs were also always part of these systems, including divination, magic, and summoning spirits. In Abrahamic religions, the role of the latter was reduced, and religious dogma was given precedence. Many sects followed the same pattern. Heresy emphasizes witchcraft and also personal ministry, such as how to solve a person’s problems and fulfill his needs.

Mages work in forests, at crossroads, in swamps, on riverbanks, and with fire. The differences are visible in the rituals of black magic and Satanism. All rituals are held in dark places, where people generally do not go voluntarily, such as cemeteries, old roads, crossroads, swamps, forests, and abandoned villages. They don’t engage in overt philosophizing or shocking and ostentatious anti-Christianity. As a rule, mages rarely dress in all black, do not wear flashy paraphernalia, and do not start arguments that might attract the attention of the Orthodox.

Black mages and magical artisans appeal to demons, which are the original dark gods who hold the power of destruction and chaos. The pantheon of Russian black magic consists of various legions of demons. Each legion has a senior demon, called a black prince. He has demon assistants, and each assistant in turn has demonic assistants, further down the hierarchy. A mage must necessarily have an assistant, a so-called inferior spirit who is not a soul at rest but a devil or demon. Even sorceries based on different traditions have the concept of an “assistant.” In voodoo, the Bocor (voodoo warlock) traps the soul of a person who has died in a state called govi. This person will serve the Bocor for as long as the Bocor wants him to.

Mages (namely, female ones) are a special category of people who are in kinship or collusion with the Unclean Forces. (The differences between males and females who practice the craft is a subject for another book.) These forces either empower them with supernatural abilities from birth or endow them with a specially formed contract. Mages for the most part harm people; that is, curse them, cast love spells on people against their will, or promise people wealth in exchange for goods: traditionally, cows (or any kind of animal), food, or gold; nowadays usually money, but it depends on the area, if we are talking about rural Russia then domestic animals for food, gold, houses, or even help with fields could be exchanged. Sometimes, however, they help people in exchange for a large payment: they remove curses and spells by negotiating with the Unclean Forces.

According to popular belief, the power of a mage depends not only on individual strength but also on the number of demons that act as their patrons. Patrons guard mages from birth or are acquired in the process of becoming a mage. The demons who serve mages fulfill many of their needs and even sometimes bring them blessings in return for their souls. In addition, mages may make other trades with evil spirits for specific purposes.




TRAINING AND DISCIPLES

Mages must train disciples to replenish their ranks. Becoming a disciple of a 
real mage (master) is extremely difficult because mages are not willing to share 
their personal experiences. The quantity and quality of knowledge the learner 
receives depends on the abilities the initiate was born with and how he or she 
manifests this potential during the learning process.

There are two types of mages: ancestral mages and natural mages. From ancient times to this day, ancestral mages received or inherited their knowledge and strength from their bloodlines. Natural mages are those who received power at birth from the Unclean Force (or Satan).

Natural mages are born very rarely. They are usually called stewards or sometimes phenoms. Often they do not even need to seek out a teacher; they naturally understand the principles of witchcraft. They just need to find a mentor for a short time (an experienced mage, preferably also natural), one who will guide them and teach them the concepts and principles of witchcraft. Sometimes natural mages are self-taught. Being a natural mage is not as enviable as it might seem; having these abilities is primarily a burden. The forces impose higher demands on natural mages than on ordinary mages and also often impose certain limitations on their personal lives. Evil spirits don’t absorb their souls; instead, the mages are sent into the world again and again to do the demons’ bidding. They are usually not as noticeable as ordinary mages, so they are easier to overlook.

Ancestral mages train mainly for free by transferring knowledge to members of their own clan; they consider paying for the education unacceptable. (Ancestral and natural mages have gotten into fierce arguments about whether the training should be paid or free.) Depending on the circumstances, the ancestral mage may have a blood relationship with the student; members of the clan do not always share a blood relationship. Ancestral mages may also choose to transmit knowledge only to their own blood kinship over the course of their lives. Ancestral mages don’t offer a partial transfer of knowledge to their students.

Natural mages who have a talent for magic from birth usually train other natural mages. In these cases, the student pays for the knowledge. Anyone with a penchant for sorcery could be a student as long as he or she pays with money or, in the past, domestic animals (cows, goats, sheep, geese, chickens) or by working for the mage. A mentor who takes on the training of a disciple transfers a part of his knowledge, experience, and personal power to the student. Payment or working serves as a restoration of the spent energy.

Both natural and ancestral mages must complete the transfer of knowledge before their death. If they do not transfer all their power, their death will be gruesome and painful. Evil spirits brutally torture a dying mage who carries untransferred knowledge to his grave. Death will only come to him after a long and terrible torment. It should be noted that a mage’s magical power is not only based on what he learned during his training; a mage’s power also derives from the knowledge he has accumulated over a lifetime.

In a mage’s last years, he donates all his knowledge, techniques, secrets, tricks, subtleties of craft, personal achievements, communication with the forces who patronize him, and his powers to his successor. He records all the ins and outs of his craft and personal experience and passes them to the recipient of his choosing. In the presence of heirs, the information on witchcraft is passed by blood relationship; and in the absence of heirs, it is passed to a carefully selected successor from outside the clan. This complete transfer of knowledge and strength is performed by the mage at the foot of a mountain after a year to one successor and is free of charge.

Natural mages differ from experienced spellcasters in that the latter, as a rule, use their visionary capabilities to perceive the whole environment rather than individual elements. Spellcasters are people who learn to do spells. They are goal-oriented people, and they focus on how to cast successful spells, mostly for profit. Ancestral witches don’t care about profit much but focus more on connection with family members, spirits, and otherworldly beings. They mediate between worlds.
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VERETNICS AND THE DEMONIC 
FAITH

Upon the adoption of Christianity, the attitude toward mages became sharply negative. They were persecuted, immolated in the “sacred” bonfires of Orthodoxy. Many educated people of that time, even those who had nothing to do with witchcraft, fell before the ruthless machinations of the new dogma. The grand church did not suffer any rivals in its path. It wanted to seize control of people’s minds.

One of the most well-known offshoots of the Russian mage is the Veretnics. The very name comes from the word heretic; that is, someone who believes differently from the accepted orthodoxy. Another root is the word veretno, which means “spindle”; spindles were part of initiation rites in ancient times.

 

Heresy

Heresy (from the ancient Greek αἵρεσις, which means “choice, direction, school, doctrine, sect”) is a conscious departure from the generally accepted religious teachings. It offers a different approach to religious teachings and calls for the separation of the church from a new community. The negative meaning of the word heresy was first expressed in the New Testament. The logic of this transformation is that, since truth and life can be found only in Christ (John 14:6), any alternative automatically condemns a person to destruction. Accordingly, the apostle Peter speaks of “pernicious heresy” (2 Pet. 2:1), and the apostle Paul places heresies on a par with the sins of witchcraft and idolatry (Gal. 5:20). Following the example of the apostles, the early Christian church used the term heresy to designate a doctrine that is divorced from Christian Orthodoxy, or a group of people who broke away from the church as a result of adherence to such a doctrine.

 

Veretnic is a branch of Russian witchcraft that uses Christian objects and symbols to create blasphemy and destruction. Veretnics, unlike mages, do not engage in ordinary witchcraft. They worship the devil as the totality of all the Unclean Forces, and the demons as the incarnations of the devil. It is believed that Veretnics work directly with demons and specifically with the nine black princes led by Satan. Veretnic is fundamentally different from the traditions of devil worship in other countries (in the West, for example). It has its own unique system, which it did not borrow from other traditions, with rare exceptions. Veretnic is not, however, a religious sect.

Veretnics pray to Satan tirelessly, conduct various black rituals and masses, and try to destroy all life on Earth. Veretnics especially hate Christian Orthodox icons, which they desecrate. By destroying them, they try to prove the insignificance of the church and the greatness of their true master, the devil. A lot of Veretnic rituals are somehow connected with blasphemy, which gives Satan and his demonic brothers great pleasure. As a rule, rituals are performed in solitude.

The Veretnics glorify the Unclean Forces by name and read black prayers and psalms, which are contained in a hymnal psalter. This demonic psalter is not a converted Christian text but is an original educational guide containing traditional legends, such as myths about the fall of certain angels into hell and predictions of the future, when God will be cast into hell. The psalter has invocations for the devil or the Evil One, who is a single demonic essence, the collective mind of the Unclean Forces.

In general, Veretnics are considered to be the most powerful and dangerous mages because they often practice the habitation of various demons; in other words, they become possessed. It must be said, however, that their witchcraft is often of a one-sided nature. Undoubtedly some Veretnics make love charms, but mainly they cast curses. It is believed that in ancient times, namely during the baptism of Rus, some particularly zealous mages began to destroy icons, crosses, and other artifacts, and some of them, later called fierce elders by the Veretnics, received revelations from demons who told them that mockery of the shrines was like balm to the demonic soul. Many of these mages were then given special powers in addition to these revelations. Descendants of the fierce elders and their disciples began to make demonic prayers (known as blessings) and develop incantations and rites, most of which were directly associated with blasphemy. Although Veretnics have all the attributes of ordinary mages, this obsession with desecration left its mark on them. Many Veretnics report that if they do not cast spells for a long time, they have a feeling of discomfort. Some say that the Veretnics are obligated to cast curses because the demons they serve demand it and will cause them discomfort if they don’t.

It is important to clearly distinguish between real mages, who help people with the knowledge that has been handed down from generation to generation, and fanatics with a sick but rich imagination who pose a threat to others. There is also a third group that includes all kinds of charlatans and swindlers who exploit human grief. It was partly thanks to scammers and people with sick psyches that the common people lost faith in healers. To protect yourself and your loved ones from harm, be sure to research a mage from whom you seek help.

 

Hell Icons

The Veretnics create and paint black icons depicting demons, known as hell icons. The black icon eye of the devil, one of the main hell icons, is dedicated to the Evil One.

There are numerous legends about hell icons. Though they are mentioned in different historical documents, real examples of such icons have not survived to the modern day. The term hell icons was first found in a sixteenth-century manuscript titled “The Life of Basil the Blessed.” It describes how Basil the Blessed*1 went to the city gate, where there was a miraculous icon with the image of the Mother of God.

The crowd of pilgrims who surrounded the wonderful image were surprised to see that he did not pray but instead threw a stone at the icon. The saint explained that there was an image of the devil under the top layer of paint. He revealed the hidden image as proof.

Hell icons were considered especially dangerous for believers, because both the visible and hidden images were inextricably linked to one another. A Christian who prayed to an icon of a saint or Jesus simultaneously prayed to the devil. For ordinary people, this was a real test of faith. At the same time it was a sort of game to try to recognize the “devilish temptations.” Hell icons were a special kind of black magic.
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