



Want to sleep over? Come join the fun!


IT’S THE LAST WEEK OF SECOND GRADE, and Taylor has big news for her best friends, Emily, Jo, and Kara: She’s inviting them to her house on Friday night to celebrate! But this is no ordinary party—it’s going to be their first sleepover party!


The girls can’t wait to stay up late, play games, and watch movies. But Emily is also secretly worried. She knows her parents aren’t going to let her spend the night at Taylor’s, and she doesn’t want to be left out of all the fun.


Will Emily have to stay home and miss the party, or can she find a way to prove to her parents that she’s old enough to go?
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You’re invited to the next Sleepover Squad Party!










Meet the author,
watch videos, and get extras at
KIDS.SimonandSchuster.com
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Grab your pillow and join the
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#1 Sleeping Over


#2 Camping Out


COMING SOON:


#3 The Trouble with Brothers


#4 Whisper Down the Lane
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This book is a work of fiction. Any references to historical events, real people,
or real locales are used fictitiously. Other names, characters, places, and incidents
are the product of the author’s imagination, and any resemblance to actual events
or locales or persons, living or dead, is entirely coincidental.
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“Happy first day of the last week of school!” Emily McDougal said as she walked into the kitchen of her family’s old farmhouse. The kitchen was warm and steamy. It smelled like scrambled eggs and potting soil.


Emily’s father was sitting at the kitchen table drinking tea and correcting tests. He liked to give the high school students he taught lots of tests. He told Emily it kept them on their toes.


“Thanks, Em,” he said. His eyes were the same shade of blue as Emily’s, and they crinkled at the corners when he smiled. “Want some eggs? I made French toast this morning too.”


“Sure.” Emily’s stomach grumbled hungrily at the thought of her favorite breakfast. Her father usually had time to make French toast only on weekends.


Just then Emily’s mother hurried into the kitchen. Mrs. McDougal hurried everywhere she went. That was how she made her organic plant and vegetable business so successful.


“Happy first day of the last week of school, Mommy,” Emily said.


“Does that mean it’s summer already?” Mrs. McDougal joked. “Oh no, I’m not ready!” She set the tray of cucumber seedlings she was carrying on the counter. Then she wiped her hands on her jeans and pushed back her wavy blond hair, which was sticking out around her face.


Mr. McDougal was busy fixing Emily a plate of eggs and French toast. “Pour yourself a glass of OJ, Em,” he said. “Your mom and I want to talk to you about something before your bus gets here.”


“Okay.” Emily poured herself a glass of juice, then sat down. What did her parents want to talk about? They didn’t look angry or disappointed, like they did when she forgot to put away her clean laundry or scoop out her cat’s litter box.
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She didn’t have long to wait. “The start of a new season seems like a perfect time for this,” her mother announced, sitting down across from Emily. “After all, summer is a time of growth. Spring seedlings sprout up into healthy summer plants, baby animals get bigger and stronger as they explore their new world, all of nature blooms and grows and—”


“All right, Felicity,” Mr. McDougal interrupted his wife with a smile. He tapped his wristwatch. “Em and I both need to get to school soon, you know.”


“All right, all right,” Emily’s mother said. “Here’s what we wanted to talk to you about, Emily. . . .”


Emily was still thinking about her talk with her parents when she got off the school bus outside Oak Tree Elementary. She headed straight inside. As usual, her three best friends were waiting for her in the hallway outside their homeroom.


“Guess what?” she cried when she saw them.


“What?” Kara Wyatt asked immediately. Red-haired Kara was almost always the first one to speak up. She said it was because she had to be fast to get a word in around her four noisy brothers.
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Meanwhile, Jo Sanchez peered at Emily. “Hey, you look weird,” she said. “Is something wrong?”


That was just like Jo. She noticed things. And she was never afraid to ask about them.


Before she answered, Emily looked over at Taylor Kent to see whether she was paying attention. You never could be sure with Taylor. She always seemed to be trying to pay attention to four or five things at once.


This time, though, she was looking straight at Emily with curious, greenish gold eyes. “Well?” she said. “What’s the big news, Emmers?”


Next Emily looked around to make sure nobody else was close enough to overhear. This kind of news was for the ears of her best friends alone. After all, they were the only ones in school who knew her embarrassing secret.
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