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PROLOGUE





  PAT GARRETT, THE ONCE LAUDED LAWMAN WHO CLAIMED TO have slain the outlaw Billy the Kid, stepped down from the buckboard and unbuttoned the fly on his pants. As he urinated onto the desert sand, he clutched a shotgun in his off hand. The driver of the buggy was standing next to the team of horses, his hands clenching the reins. A man on horseback watched Garrett closely from near the rear of the vehicle. A second later a rifle shot boomed from the arroyo one hundred yards away. A bullet smacked into the back of Garrett’s head, passed through his brain, and exited above the left eye. The tall man spun around and fell backward, his head pointed south toward the wagon. He was likely dead. As if to make certain, however, another shot rang out and a second bullet speared into Garrett’s stomach at a low angle, passed through his innards, and lodged near the left shoulder.




  The driver of the buggy climbed aboard and set off toward Las Cruces, a few miles to the southwest. The man on horseback followed. On arriving in the town, the man on horseback walked into the sheriff’s office and confessed to killing Garrett. Legal procedures followed, the man was acquitted, and a celebration followed. There was joy in southern New Mexico; Pat Garrett was dead and those responsible were free.




  And then the whisperings began. According to many, the man who confessed to the murder was incapable of such a deed and was known to be inept with firearms, rarely carrying one. A number of suspects entered the conversations, some considered, others dismissed. The “killer,” a man who emerged from obscurity and retreated to same, was never mentioned.









  
INTRODUCTION





  THE ASSASSINATION OF THE FAMOUS LAWMAN PAT GARRETT has remained one of the most enduring and perplexing mysteries in the history of the Old West. Controversy has swirled and arguments have raged about the identity of the man who pulled the trigger, as well as the reasons behind the murder, but specific and logical determinations and deductions have remained elusive. The details of the plot that led to the killing, as well as the identity of the participants, have long been debated, and for over a century the murder has been relegated to the status of a cold case, one with nothing resembling a satisfying conclusion.




  There are a handful of compelling reasons why the assassination of Pat Garrett has remained a cold case for so many decades; they have to do with the type of individual pursuing the mystery and the manner in which the research is conducted. Western outlaw and lawman research is not densely populated by skilled and credentialed examiners. To state such is not to impugn the motive or integrity of anyone, but merely to underscore a truth that has an impact on results. For the most part, outlaw and lawman research attracts enthusiasts, hobbyists, and those interested in period personalities and events. Many are attracted to the exciting lives and times of Old West characters as a result of film and novels. I have visited with dozens of such men (they always seem to be men, not women) at conventions and conferences where they dress up in real or imagined Old West garb, attend lectures
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  and panels, and mingle. Good folks, all of them, and while they stumble from time to time onto some pertinent findings, they are not professionals.




  Rarely does outlaw and lawman research attract experienced and credentialed researchers. Many such trained and capable folk are sometimes found associated with colleges and universities, men and a few women with education and experience in proper research technique, hypothesis and null hypothesis formulation, and schooling in the development and carrying out of well-designed inquiry and investigation.




  Unfortunately, most colleges and universities do not view western outlaw and lawman research as important enough to support. Research programs and funding are rarely oriented toward such topics.




  As a result, the studies conducted by the enthusiasts often lack appropriate and acceptable technique. An extensive examination of such research reveals that it consists mostly of looking up information published by others and copying, with little to no original investigation and interpretation. Thus, while there is an abundance of material on such topics, very little of it is original. In the case of the assassination of Pat Garrett, it was time to not only apply proper and professional research technique, but to inflict an authoritative investigation into the matter. This approach involves treating a killing not so much as an historical event but as a crime scene. The investigator looks for “tells.”




  A tell is a cop term for a sign, always present, that points to the truth. In history, one often encounters tells. A tell can be a witness testimony or a sentence or paragraph that serves to lead one away from the truth, sometimes intentionally, sometimes accidentally. The history of Pat Garrett is filled with tells.




  The professional investigator deconstructs an event into its component parts, establishes validity, veracity, and provenance, examines, and then, with all of the elements thoroughly established and analyzed, reconstructs the event. In many cases, what the investigator ends up with is a scenario completely different from what he/she started out with.




  In the following pages, Pat Garrett’s role in the fierce and bloody days of south-central and southeastern New Mexico during the late 1880s and early 1900s is recounted and the reasons for the then growing animosity and hatred for the former lawman cataloged. As a result of a number of confluent circumstances, it was eventually decided by a select cadre of influential citizens that Garrett had to be eliminated. A plot to do so was hatched, and the participants included prominent ranchers, lawmen, and a highly regarded politician. As a result of new information that has been uncovered, along with a never before undertaken analysis of the crime scene, the plan to eliminate Garrett, as well as the logistics of the killing, are detailed as never before, including the type and caliber of the weapon used.




  Furthermore, the assassin of one of the most famous lawmen in the history of the United States is identified with supporting evidence appended.









  PART I




  PAT GARRETT: MYTH VS. REALITY












  CHAPTER 1




  WHO WAS PAT GARRETT?




  ASK ANYONE WHO PAT GARRETT WAS AND NEARLY ALL WILL reply that he was the man who killed the outlaw, Billy the Kid. They “know” this because it is what they have always heard; it is what they have seen in movies and on television dozens of times. This is Garrett’s brand, this image of the relentless and fearless lawman who pursued, caught up with, and slew, according to him, newspaper accounts, and dime novels, the most notorious outlaw at the time in the American West.




  This image has been fortified over the years as a result of film. In the numerous movies that have been produced about Billy the Kid, Sheriff Pat Garrett has invariably been portrayed by actors who were forceful men with a strong presence, including James Coburn, William Petersen, John Dehner, Frank Wilcox, Wallace Beery, James Griffith, Patrick Wayne, Thomas Mitchell, and Glenn Corbett.




  Pat Garrett is revered by many. To some, he is the quintessential lawman, a hero who, they are convinced, fought for justice and prevailed. To this day, members of the Lincoln County, New Mexico, sheriff’s department wear shoulder patches with an image of Pat Garrett.




  Much of what has been written about Pat Garrett is more fiction than truth, a fiction that generated myth and lore regarding the lawman. Garrett himself was in large part responsible for creating this myth, one that he spent most of his life trying to live up to, or retreating into. The myth has been capitalized on and perpetuated. The Pat Garrett character that has appeared in films, in novels, and that has been written about in historical treatments is the imaginary Pat Garrett. The reality is considerably different.




  Pat Garrett was the lawman who claimed to have shot and killed Billy the Kid. As a result of contemporary investigation, forensic studies, the discovery of lost and overlooked evidence, and a deep and intense parsing and resultant analysis of Garrett’s book The Authentic Life of Billy the Kid and subsequent publications, a completely different picture of Pat Garrett emerges.




  Pat Garrett was a complicated man, a man of solid potential, but one who never achieved a full measure of success. He was, more often than not, governed by his ego rather than logic or common sense. Some insist he was a brave man who faced danger on a regular basis in his role as a lawman. Others point to situations and events in his history that they claim provide the basis for identifying him as a coward. He was, to all appearances, a family man, siring eight children and doting on all of them. At the same time, he consorted openly with prostitutes and had mistresses. He was elected and appointed to uphold the law, but often abused his position and was himself guilty of lawlessness. Some have argued that Garrett was more of an outlaw than Billy the Kid.




  Pat Garrett proved himself to be a liar, perhaps a pathological one. This view has been substantiated over and over. He lied and/or deceived many about a number of things, most of which will be described in the pages of this book. His biggest lie, relating to the deed for which he was granted mythical status, was that he shot and killed Billy the Kid.




  Garrett was also a debtor. Had he not been a famous lawman and a well-known, though unsuccessful, rancher, Garrett might well have been jailed for his failure to pay his debts. He owed money to several prominent politicians, businessmen, and others throughout New Mexico, clear up to and including the governor. When Garrett died, a neighboring rancher to whom he owed money took possession of his ranch and was forced to evict his widow and children.




  Garrett was a drunk. There exist numerous accounts of Garrett being involved in arguments and scuffles as a result of his drunken belligerence. He had been jailed and fined for such senseless activity.




  As a result of his diminishing reputation, his debts, his failing ranch, and his inability to recover from his troubles, most of them self-inflicted, Garrett became a desperate man, one who harbored intense hatred for his enemies, many of whom were his creditors. His growing frustrations, his desperation, his recklessness, and his near-destitute position were factors leading to his assassination.




  While Garrett was lauded and recognized during his lifetime for his presumed accomplishments and contributions, and

praised at his funeral that was attended by state dignitaries, the truth is that during the last years of his life Garrett was despised by most. He had few, if any, friends, and little in the way of any promising future. He was only forty-seven years old when he was assassinated.









  CHAPTER 2




  ORIGINS




  HE WAS BORN PATRICK FLOYD JARVIS GARRETT ON JUNE 5, 1850, in Clarendon County, Alabama. Jarvis was his mother’s maiden name. His father, John Lumpkin Garrett, came from a farming family and knew little else. The Garrett farm was barely one of subsistence, and the family just got by. The Garrett family was well acquainted with poverty and hard work.




  In 1853, John Lumpkin moved the family to Claiborne Parish, Louisiana, in the northwestern part of the state and near the small town of Homer. There, the elder Garrett obtained a large acreage and undertook farming cotton and vegetables on a grander scale. As soon as he was old enough, Pat, along with his seven siblings, was put to work in the fields. While he did what was required of him, he cared little for farming in general and manual labor in particular. Opportunities in Claiborne Parish, however, were few. His education was described as “spotty,” but family lore maintains that Pat liked to read and even possessed a small library. This farm was moderately successful and John Lumpkin provided adequately for his family until the outbreak of the Civil War in 1861.




  John Lumpkin Garrett was thirty-nine years old at the onset of the war. It was a time when all able-bodied men were expected to serve and defend the perceived honor of the South, but he was in poor health and did not enlist, nor was he particularly sought after. Among the numerous lies Pat Garrett told throughout his life, one was his insistence that his father served in the War Between the States, and that he attained the rank of colonel. This lie was perhaps a foreshadowing of things to come.




  The war proved to be disastrous for the Garrett family. The Union army confiscated John Lumpkin Garrett’s cotton crop and he soon found himself deep in debt. He never recovered. In 1867, his wife, Elizabeth, died, and he followed her on December 2, 1868. He left debts totaling $30,000. The settlement of the estate fell into the hands of Larkin Randolph, John Lumpkin’s son-in-law. At the time of the elder Garrett’s death, Randolph operated a tavern and brothel in Shongaloo, Louisiana, near the Arkansas border.




  When all was said and done, Pat and his siblings received nothing, with Randolph awarding himself most of the assets. Garrett, eighteen years old, tall, and quick-tempered, threatened to kill Randolph, but was talked out of it by his sister Margaret, Randolph’s wife. Angry, Pat loaded what little he owned onto the back of a horse and rode away, never to return to the family fold.









  CHAPTER 3




  WESTBOUND




  FOR THE NEXT SEVEN YEARS AFTER LEAVING LOUISIANA, PAT Garrett’s doings and whereabouts are a mystery. A March 1875 article in a Bowie County, Texas, newspaper referred to an incident wherein a man named “Pat Garrity” was arrested for killing a black man. Bowie County is one hundred miles northwest of Homer, Louisiana. The man identified as Garrity escaped from the county jail. According to the article, a posse pursued him for three hundred miles before turning back. Throughout his life, Garrett never referred to this incident, and it has never been formally verified that he was the murderer.




  Not long after the Bowie County incident, however, Garrett showed up in Dallas County, Texas, where he found work clearing land. He did not last long at this job, as the tedium of such work did not appeal to him. He soon found himself back in Louisiana where he, along with others, was employed by a rancher to drive a herd of cattle to Dodge City, Kansas. At least one account has Garrett leaving the drive near Dennison, Texas, and continuing westward. Other accounts have him fulfilling his responsibilities and taking the herd on to Dodge City.




  Though specific data is lacking, there has long been a tale that Garrett settled in for a time at Sweetwater, Texas. There, according to writer Eve Ball, he married and had a child, and a short time later abandoned his family. Ball, a respected author and researcher, claimed she had evidence of the marriage and knew the name of Garrett’s wife. Because of potential embarrassment to certain individuals, according to Ball, she refused to release the specifics. Garrett’s descendants have denied the claim.




  Sometime during the mid-1870s, Garrett met Willis Skelton Glenn in Tarrant County, Texas. Glenn was a buffalo hunter and hired Garrett as part of a team to hunt, skin, and transport buffalo hides to the nearest shipping point where they were forwarded to locations in the East. There, they were fashioned into coats, rugs, and other items popular with the citizenry at the time. After purchasing supplies and provisions, the team set out for the buffalo range near Fort Griffin, Texas.




  During these times, Fort Griffin was not a place for the faint of heart. Save for buffalo hunters, gamblers, outlaws, prostitutes, and a few cowhands and soldiers, the place was generally avoided. The buffalo hunters depended on Fort Griffin for their supplies and recreation. When Glenn’s team of hunters and skinners arrived, they loaded up on items they needed such as guns, ammunition, skinning knives, saddles, bridles, harnesses, bacon, beans, flour, molasses, coffee, tobacco, and corn for the horses. After leaving Fort Griffin, the party headed out to the Double Mountains in the southern part of the Panhandle and set up camp.




  After several days of successful hunting, Glenn returned to Fort Griffin to have a rifle repaired. Back at the Double Mountains, the weather was cold and rainy and not fit for hunting. Garrett and his companions remained in camp trying to keep a fire going with limited success. The men were depressed and edgy. Garrett insulted a member of the party, a man named Briscoe. A confrontation followed, and Briscoe picked up an axe and came after Garrett, who shot him in the chest, killing him. Worried that he would be charged with murder, Garrett saddled his horse and left camp. Glenn returned to the encampment the next day and learned what had occurred. Between the bad weather and not having any destination in mind, Garrett eventually returned to the camp, and told his side of the story to Glenn. Glenn talked Garrett into riding to Fort Griffin and explaining to the sheriff what had happened. He did so, found that the Fort Griffin lawmen were not at all interested in arresting him, and returned to the camp.




  Glenn’s team continued harvesting buffalo, but were now forced to deal with raiding Comanches, who were attacking the camps and occasionally killing a hunter. While Garrett and another member of the party were out shooting buffalo, the Comanches raided their hunting camp and destroyed most of the accumulated hides. After selling the salvaged hides, Glenn and Garrett took a train to St. Louis, Missouri, where they drank and gambled away the few profits they had earned. Following this, they returned to Fort Griffin with plans to set out again on a buffalo hunt. By January 1878, however, it was becoming clear to Glenn and other hunters that there were not enough buffalo left on the range to provide a living. In February, Garrett, in the company of Glenn and another man named Nick Buck, decided to travel to New Mexico.
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  Several years later, Willis Glenn sued the US government for $15,000 for losses incurred during the Indian raids. He claimed that the government was “negligent in maintaining the Indians on the reservation.” The claim dragged on for years and finally came to trial in 1899. Pat Garrett was called to testify.




  After being sworn in, Garrett stated that Glenn’s total losses amounted to no more than $1,000. Stunned at the testimony of his old partner, Glenn was unable to provide any evidence to dispute Garrett’s statement. The case remained in the courts for several years and was heard again in 1912, four years after Garrett had been assassinated. Glenn’s strategy this time around was to call into question Garrett’s integrity and character. Glenn pointed out that Garrett had acquired a reputation as a dishonest and untrustworthy individual. Several prominent members of society were called to the stand to testify and stated under oath that Garrett was dishonest, a drunk, a womanizer, a gambler, an agnostic, a debtor, and that his capacity for truth was lacking. Garrett, who had been in his grave for years, was unable to defend himself, but others came forth and stated that the deceased was “truthful,” “brave,” “unsullied,” and “honorable.”




  Glenn’s persistence, however, finally paid off. After thirteen years of pushing his claim through the courts, he was eventually awarded $4,140. From this amount, he had to pay his lawyer 20 percent.









  CHAPTER 4




  NEW MEXICO




  PAT GARRETT, ALONG WITH WILLIS GLENN AND NICK BUCK, crossed the rolling southeastern plains of New Mexico, eventually arriving at the small town of Fort Sumner. Having little money for a hotel room, the three men set up camp outside of town near the bank of the Pecos River. After pooling the last of their coins, Garrett went into town and purchased a small amount of bacon and flour. While settled in at this location, Garrett noticed a herd of cattle being driven from one pasture to another. Somewhat experienced with livestock, Garrett decided to seek out the owner of the herd and ask to be hired on. The owner was Pete Maxwell, who offered Garrett a job. Glenn and Buck broke camp and continued westward.




  Pete Maxwell was the son of Lucien Bonaparte Maxwell. The elder Maxwell moved onto land that had once been owned by the federal government and which for a time served as a prison camp for thousands of Navajo and Apache Indians. As a result of inept administration, the project was abandoned in 1869, the buildings sold to Lucien in 1871. He moved onto the land and established a successful cattle ranch. In 1875, Lucien passed away, and his son Pedro, known as Pete, took over the operation.




  On the days he was not working cattle, Garrett hung around the small town of Fort Sumner. It was here that he met the man who would come to be known as Billy the Kid. At the time, the Kid was using the alias William Bonney, and over the next several months operated under other names, including Henry Antrim and Henry McCarty. His real name, it was discovered in the 1940s and verified during the 1990s, was William Henry Roberts. (See Billy the Kid: Beyond the Grave, 2005.) A story had made the rounds that in 1879 the Kid, noticing that Garrett’s boots were worn out, took up a collection from his friends and bought him a new pair.




  During the time of New Mexico’s famous Lincoln County War (February 18, 1878–July 19, 1878), Pat Garrett was working as a bartender in Roswell, far from the conflict. Billy the Kid had an active part in the so-called war and began to solidify his reputation as a daring young outlaw. Over the years, the myth and legend of Billy the Kid, as well as that of Pat Garrett, grew and expanded well beyond the truth.




  On April 1, the Kid, along with several of his confederates, fired at Lincoln County sheriff William Brady and three of his deputies as they made their way down the main street of Lincoln. Brady and Deputy George Hindman were gunned down. Lawmen undertook pursuit of the Kid. He was eventually captured and charged with the murder of Brady and Hindman. Following a series of adventures and confrontations, the Kid finally surrendered to the new Lincoln County sheriff, George Kimbrell (sometimes seen in the literature as Kimball). Prosecuting attorney William R. Rynerson had the Kid indicted for the murder of Sheriff Brady and Deputy Hindman. The trial venue was moved to the Mesilla courthouse in Doña Ana County. The Kid, who was represented by Albert Jennings Fountain, was found guilty and sentenced to hang on May 13, 1881. (Fountain would reappear later in ongoing New Mexico events and would factor significantly in the life of Pat Garrett.)




  The stage was now set for one of the grand dramas in the life of Pat Garrett. Garrett and Billy the Kid were on an inevitable collision course, and as it turned out, the reputations and legends associated with both men were the result of their interactions and confrontations. Each man, oddly, was responsible for creating the legend for the other.









  CHAPTER 5




  THE NEW SHERIFF




  LINCOLN COUNTY SHERIFF GEORGE KIMBRELL HAD AN UNDIStinguished record as a law enforcement officer. While cattle and horse rustling was near epidemic in the area, Kimbrell remained hidden away in his office. When those affected by livestock theft informed Kimbrell where the outlaws and the stolen herds were encamped, he refused to undertake investigation or pursuit. Both ranchers and citizens were getting fed up. Influential cattleman John Chisum wrote a letter to New Mexico governor Lew Wallace decrying the situation in Lincoln County and the inept law enforcement. In his letter, Chisum recommended Pat Garrett as a suitable replacement for the reigning sheriff. Garrett, he claimed, had the capability of organizing effective pursuit and capture of the rustlers.
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