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  Introduction




  




  Welcome to Utah, the second-driest state in the nation. Now grab a rod and hit the water, because despite its lack of precipitation, the Beehive State offers an incredible amount of angling opportunity. Fisheries were serendipitously created all over the state as Utahns built reservoirs to store precious water. Excellent flatwater and tailwater fisheries are the result.




  More than 900,000 anglers fish Utah waters each year. They spend an estimated $468 million in the state on their sport. Because the state has limited stream and river habitat, about 75 percent of Utah’s fishing occurs on lakes and reservoirs.




  There is a common misconception that Utahns are abandoning trout in favor of warm-water species like bass and walleye. What officials have found is that anglers are spending more time pursuing warm-water species than they used to, but that about 75 percent of Utah anglers still classify themselves as trout fishers.




  Utah anglers are also becoming more aware of the value of catch-and-release fishing. Wildlife officials have found ever-increasing support for reduced limits and special regulations. Most anglers no longer view a fishing license as a right to keep a limit. Officials say up to 75 percent of all fish caught are released.




  This changed attitude has allowed the Division of Wildlife Resources (DWR) to change management strategies. To an increasing degree, the 85.5 miles of Utah Class I trout streams and a large portion of the 316 miles of Class II waters are no longer stocked with hatchery-raised fish. When anglers no longer keep fish, wild populations have a chance to flourish.




  There is a flip side to the benefits of catch-and-release fishing. It can actually hurt fisheries that have ample populations and need fish to be harvested. Such circumstances exist with the striped bass at Lake Powell and the lake trout at Flaming Gorge. On the other hand, the catch-and-release ethic has helped create blue-ribbon fishing on the Green River below Flaming Gorge and on the Provo River.




  Despite this trend toward releasing fish, officials have reduced the trout limit to four on most major fisheries. The regulations cited in this book come from the 2007 Utah Fishing Proclamation produced by the Division of Wildlife Resources.




  As officials struggle to find the right balance at each location, regulations will continue to change yearly. Always pick up a few fishing proclamations when buying a license. Keep one with your gear, one in the car, and one at home for easy reading. It may help keep you from getting a ticket.




  If you have specific questions about a certain fishery, call the DWR office in the region you plan to fish. The numbers are: Central office in Springville (801-491-5678); Northern office in Ogden (801-476-2740); Northeastern office in Vernal (435-781-9453); Southeastern office in Price (435-781-9453); Southern office in Cedar City (435-865-6100); and the Salt Lake office (801-538-4700).




  There are a number of DWR-produced brochures available on specific Utah waters. DWR also has a comprehensive Web site—www.wildlife.utah.gov. You can purchase a fishing license online, read the weekly fishing report, and check fishing regulations to find out if any emergency fishing rules have been created.




  Of course, there are a number of fishing stores across the state that provide an excellent resource with current conditions and productive methods.




  Planning a Trip




  Too many anglers forget the dangers of sunburn when fishing. A hat and sunglasses will help protect fishers from direct sunlight, but reflecting sunlight from the water is also intense. Always use sunscreen, even on cloudy days.




  Mosquitoes can be a major hassle, especially when fishing high-elevation locales like the Uinta and Boulder Mountains. Insect repellent is always on the must-pack list. Ticks are common in Utah. Close personal inspections should be made during and after fishing excursions.




  In the summer months, always carry water, even for short trips. Dehydration leads to headaches, which can easily ruin an excursion. Also, prepare for sudden and strong thunderstorms. Pack rain gear. It is always better to have it and never use it than to long for it in a downpour.




  For current information on fishing conditions, visit www.wildlife.utah.gov/hotspots. It’s also a good idea to call or stop by the local fishing store to find out what is working at your destination.




  Always leave information with someone explaining where you are going, where you will be staying, and how long you will be gone.




  Take the Children Fishing




  A child’s first fishing experience should be positive. Heading home cold, wet, hungry, and without any fish to show off is not the best way to introduce youngsters to the sport. Start them off in a comfortable environment on a lake or stream which has a high success rate. Perch, bluegill, and crappie are usually a safe bet when taking children fishing. Avoid taking them to fee areas their first time, as they might later on assume regular fishing should be as productive.




  Keep it simple and be patient. Nothing will turn a child off of fishing more quickly than a grumpy adult telling them they are doing everything wrong. Show them how it is done and then let them experiment before showing them again.




  Starting young would-be anglers off with bait may seem the simple answer, but the truth is children become bored waiting for something to happen. Instead, try starting them off with a small lure to keep their interest up. If you must use bait, suspend it below a bobber to give children something to watch.




  Prepare children mentally by explaining that fishing isn’t only about catching trout, bass, walleye, or perch. Tell them fishing is about sharing outdoor experiences with family and friends and that landing a fish is a bonus.




  Teach them the ethics of fishing. Explain to them the benefits of catch-and-release fishing and illustrate to them by example the value in leaving a fishing site litter-free. Take time and be patient and you will likely end up with a fishing companion for life.




  Ice Fishing




  Many Utah anglers make the mistake of putting their rods away once the snow starts falling. Prepared winter anglers experience some of the most productive fishing of the year through the ice. Anglers stuck on shore during the summer months have access to the entire reservoir when it is covered with ice.




  Of course, safety is the first concern. Three inches of ice usually supports one person on foot, but most anglers wait until the ice is 4 inches thick before venturing on it. Six to 7 inches of ice supports large groups of anglers. New ice is stronger than old ice, and slushy ice is only half as strong as clear ice.




  Scofield Reservoir is traditionally the first major fishery to produce ice safe enough to fish on. It usually happens by mid-December. Most of the other major ice-fishing destinations become safe the week between Christmas and New Year’s.




  Call your favorite fishing store or check the Division of Wildlife’s fishing report on the Internet to find out when it is safe to head to your favorite winter fishing destination.




  Campground Reservations




  To make reservations at Utah’s State Parks, call (800) 322-3770 or visit www.reserveamerica.com.




  To book a campground at a Forest Service site, call (877) 444-6777. Reservations can also be made on the Internet at www.recreation.gov.




  Fishing Access for Disabled Persons




  To enable people with disabilities the opportunity to enjoy fishing where they otherwise may not be able to, state agencies have created locations around Utah where anglers can fish from a wheelchair, although not always by ADA standards.




  Here is a list of the sites and specific accommodations:




  Northern Utah




  

    	Bountiful Pond—fishing pier and some access to the water




    	Clinton Pond—some access to the water




    	Farmington Pond—fishing pier




    	Logan River—two fishing piers, one at First Dam and one at Logan City Park




    	Mabey Pond (Clearfield)—anglers can park at the water’s edge




    	Mirror Lake—wheelchair access around most of the lake




    	Ogden River Parkway (mouth of Ogden Canyon to Washington Boulevard)—physically challenged access




    	Perception Park (Highway 39, east of Pineview Reservoir)—two fishing piers and wheelchair-accessible sites to the river




    	Pioneer Park Pond (Brigham City)—sidewalk around the pond and a bridge that serves as a fishing pier




    	South Fork, Ogden River—trail and fishing platforms


  




  Central Utah




  

    	Adventure Learning Park Pond—asphalt trail circles the pond and provides access to a gazebo




    	Canyon View Park Pond (Spanish Fork)—fishing pier and access to a low dike




    	Community Reservoir—dirt trail to the dam




    	Draper Pond—asphalt path from two parking lots provides access to a bridge area




    	Highland Glen Park (Highland)—docks and physically challenged access




    	Jordan River Parkway—access points at various places along the parkway; one of the best places is the new Willow Pond in Murray




    	Mill Hollow Reservoir—limited access trail around the lake (mostly gravel, with some hardened surfaces)




    	Palisade State Park—three wheelchair access points




    	Payson Lakes—fishing pier and a paved trail along the shoreline




    	Provo River, just above Olmstead Diversion—fishing pier




    	Rainbow Reservoir (at the Deseret Chemical Depot)—cement ramp from the parking area to the lake, with a guard rail around the fishing area




    	Salem Pond—fishing pier




    	Silver Lake (near Brighton)—board walk that provides fishing access




    	Spanish Oaks Reservoir (Spanish Fork)—wheelchair ramp to the elevated reservoir and a paved path that surrounds the reservoir




    	Spring Lake (in the city of Spring Lake, south of Payson)—dirt road that comes within 10 feet of the lake shore in many spots




    	Strawberry Reservoir, Haws Point area—boardwalk trails and cement walkways




    	Tibble Fork Reservoir—wheelchair access to the reservoir




    	Utah Lake State Park, north jetty—fishing pier




    	Vivian Park Pond—fishing pier




    	Yearns Reservoir—dirt trail to the dam




    	Yuba State Park, Oasis Campground—dock area that is wheelchair accessible


  




  Northeastern Utah




  

    	Currant Creek Reservoir—wheelchair access areas




    	Diamond Mountain Lakes—concrete boat ramps, oil-treated gravel roads, and parking lots allow some limited access




    	Flaming Gorge Reservoir, Antelope Flat—cement boat ramp that provides fishing access




    	Flaming Gorge Reservoir, Sheep Creek—cement boat ramp that provides fishing access




    	Green River, Tailrace (just below Flaming Gorge Dam)—wheelchair access




    	Green River, Little Hole (about 7 miles downstream from Flaming Gorge Dam)—wheelchair access on the third ramp and dock (south); also has a sidewalk access (north) that has fairly accessible fishing, depending on the level of the water




    	Lake Canyon Lake—parking area that’s within a few feet of the water’s edge




    	Sheep Creek Lake—parking area that’s within a few feet of the water’s edge




    	West Greens Lake—fishing pier; also, wheelchair access in the northeast corner of the lake


  




  Southeastern Utah




  

    	Benches Pond—300-foot walkway provides access to much of the pond




    	Gigliotti Pond (Helper City)—concrete trail from the parking area provides access to four fishing stations near the water’s edge, two of which are shaded, one signed for use by physically challenged anglers




    	Huntington North Reservoir—concrete boat ramp and floating pier provide limited access




    	Millsite Reservoir—concrete boat ramp and floating pier provide limited access




    	Recapture Reservoir—boat ramp provides limited access




    	Scofield State Park—concrete boat ramp, trail, and fishing pier provide excellent access




    	Scofield Reservoir, Beaver Dam area (opens to fishing the second Saturday in July)—paved walkway provides limited access to the northern end of the reservoir


  




  Southern Utah




  

    	Beaver River—paved parking lot and ramp to the river at several spots




    	Lake Powell, Wahweap Marina—covered fishing pier




    	Little Reservoir—concrete trail provides access to two fishing piers




    	Pine Valley Reservoir—paved trail that leads to a fishing pier with a railing




    	Skyline Drive Pond (St. George)—trail and fishing pier




    	Tawa Ponds (Snow Canyon Parkway, St. George)—wheelchair access around most of the two ponds


  




  Hatcheries




  The first state-owned hatchery in Utah opened December 30, 1899, in Murray. After more than a hundred years of service, the state’s hatchery system annually produces 850,000 pounds and 10 to 12 million fish.




  Some hatcheries allow tours for groups by appointment.




  J. Perry Egan Brood Station, 2550 South Bicknell Circle, Bicknell; (435) 425-3547. Tours by appointment only.




  Mammoth Creek Hatchery, 1318 South Fish Hatchery, Hatch; (435) 735-4200.




  Fountain Green Hatchery, 700 North Big Springs Road, Fountain Green; (435) 445-3472.




  Mantua Hatchery, 555 East Fish Hatchery Road, Mantua; (435) 723-6579. Tours by appointment only.




  Glenwood Hatchery, 5700 East Hatchery Road, Glenwood; (435) 896-5218.




  Midway Hatchery, 907 South Center Street, Midway; (435) 654-0282.




  Kamas Hatchery, 2722 East Mirror Lake Highway, Kamas; (435) 783-4883.




  Springville Hatchery, 1000 North Main, Springville; (435) 489-4421.




  Loa Hatchery, 2100 North 300 West, Loa; (435) 836-2858.




  Whiterocks Hatchery, HCR 67, north of Whiterocks; (435) 353-4855.




  Whirling Disease




  Since the discovery of whirling disease in a private hatchery in southern Utah in 1991, officials have been learning how to cope with the sometimes-fatal condition that affects trout and salmon.




  The whirling disease parasite attacks the cartilage tissue of a fish’s head and spine, causing head deformities and twisted spines in fish that survive the early stages. Because Utah fisheries rely primarily on fish planted by the DWR rather than native-born fish, whirling has not had the effect here that it has in other states.




  Still, in areas where whirling has been confirmed, officials are planting brown trout rather than rainbows. Browns have shown a resistance to whirling disease, while rainbows seem especially susceptible to the parasite.




  For nine years the state hatchery system avoided infection, but in a span of five years, from 2000 to 2005, three hatcheries—Midway, Mammoth Creek, and Springville—tested positive. The result was thousands of pounds of lost trout and millions of dollars in cleansing and forced renovations to deal with the disease. It is only a matter of time before another hatchery tests positive.




  With the help of Trout Unlimited, the DWR has installed signs on streams and lakes to alert anglers where whirling disease has been found. The signs also include information on ways to prevent spreading the parasite.




  Anglers should clean all equipment—including boats, trailers, waders, boots, float tubes, and fins—before leaving an area they’ve fished. The parasite is carried by a host worm that resides in mud. Dry equipment in the sun before using it again. Cleaning waders and boots with a 10 percent solution of chlorine bleach is also a good idea.




  Do not transport live fish between bodies of water. It’s illegal, and whirling disease has most likely been transmitted to previously clean Utah waters this way. If you witness what you believe to be an illegal planting, call the Help Stop Poaching Hotline at (800) 662-3337. Fish entrails should be disposed of properly in trash bins, or by burning or burial. Do not throw entrails in lakes or streams; you may be passing whirling disease back into the system. Whirling disease is not transferable to humans. It is safe to eat trout or salmon that carry the parasite.




  New Zealand Mud Snail




  First discovered in Idaho’s Snake River in 1987, the New Zealand mud snail is spreading quickly across the West. Utah’s first documented case of the small, invasive, and prolific snail came in 2001 on the state’s famed Green River below Flaming Gorge Reservoir.




  The snail is a threat because it supplants many of the aquatic invertebrates that trout eat by eating the same food and seeking refuge in the same places. Trout, as of yet, have not discovered the hard-shelled snail to be a desirable food item.




  Since the discovery in 2001, New Zealand mud snails have been found at twenty locations in twelve stream basins of northern Utah. Notable locations where the snails have become established include the Provo River, Weber River, Ogden River, Strawberry River, Logan River, Little Bear River, and East Canyon Creek.




  Anglers are believed to be the predominate carrier of the snails from one fishery to the next. State wildlife officials ask anglers to thoroughly clean mud and vegetation from waders, boats, and fishing gear and, if possible, completely dry equipment before leaving the area. A hot-water bath (120° F) will kill mud snails, and spraying equipment with Formula 409 or a similar soap solution before drying will increase effectiveness.




  Mercury Warnings




  While mercury warnings have been around for a long time in other states, the health alerts about eating too much fish from certain waters is a new thing to Utah anglers. The number of waters with warnings is small, but more extensive testing on more popular fisheries is sure to lengthen the list in the coming years. For updated information about mercury warnings on Utah fisheries, visit the Utah Department of Environmental Quality Web site at www.deq.utah.gov/issues/mercury.




  Landing a Record




  Every angler dreams of catching a record-size fish. Utah offers some great opportunities to do exactly that.




  To qualify for a state record, the fish must have been caught by one angler (only) while fishing legally. Separate record categories exist for set line, archery, and spear fishing. There is also a catch-and-release record program.




  The process for having a trophy fish recognized is simple but precise. The fish must be positively and properly identified. The Division of Wildlife Resources is the sole judge. Have the fish documented by DWR personnel as soon as possible. If an official is not available, the angler must present a close-up, side-view color photo with the fish lying near a legible measuring stick. The picture and measurement should take place before the fish is frozen.




  Only one weighing is required, but the scales used must be inspected and certified. The weighing must be witnessed by two Utah residents older than eighteen years and not members of the anglers’ party or family. Witnesses must provide their address, phone number, and a written statement saying that the weighing took place on certified scales and attesting to the true weight of the fish.




  Officials say the most common mistake anglers with trophy fish make is waiting too long to have the fish weighed. Fish lose weight by dehydration. Anglers also need to realize fish taken from Flaming Gorge Reservoir, Lake Powell, and Bear Lake will be recognized if taken legally from any portion of the water if the fish are weighed in Utah and anglers follow specified rules.
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  Kelly Parry and his daughter, Karlee, pose with the state record tiger muskie caught July 4, 2006 from Pineview Reservoir. The fish was 49 inches long and weighed 33 pounds, 10 ounces.




  The fish must have been legally taken following the regulations in the current Utah Fishing Proclamation. Any information indicating that it was not legally taken will be grounds for disqualification. The fish must have been caught from a public fishery where the public has free access. Each qualifying fish must be submitted individually within thirty days of the catch.




  Rules for setting a catch-and-release record are similar, but the program is largely based on an honor system, with the emphasis on the live release of the fish. Records are based entirely on the length of a fish. If there is any information, either from the photo or from witnesses, that the fish was stressed, detained, abused, or transported from the capture site, the application will be denied. The fish should be measured, photographed, and released as quickly as possible without injury. Preferably the fish should not be removed from the water.




  The fish should be measured to the nearest ¼ inch. Measure from the tip of the snout (with the mouth closed) to the tip of the tail, along the side of the body. Witness information and a clear side-view color photograph must be submitted with the application. The witness must be present on the water during the measurement and release of the fish.




  Current Angling Record Fish for the State of Utah*




  

    

      	SPECIES



      	YEAR



      	WEIGHT



      	LENGTH



      	GIRTH



      	FISHERMAN



      	LOCATION

    




    

      	Bass, Largemouth



      	1974



      	10 lb 2 oz



      	24¼ in



      	20 in



      	Sam Lamanna



      	Lake Powell

    




    

      	Bass, Smallmouth



      	1996



      	7 lb 6 oz



      	22 in



      	16½ in



      	Alan Iorg



      	Midview Res. (Lake Borham)

    




    

      	Bass, Striped



      	1991



      	48 lb 11 oz



      	45 in



      	31¼ in



      	Travis T. Jenson



      	Lake Powell

    




    

      	Bass, White



      	1970



      	4 lb 1 oz



      	John R. Welcker



      	



      	Utah Lake

    




    

      	Bluegill



      	1993



      	2 lb 7 oz



      	11½ in



      	14⅝ in



      	Jack Rask



      	Mantua Reservoir

    




    

      	Bullhead, Black



      	1999



      	3 lb 4 oz



      	16 in



      	13 in



      	Jack Gilgen



      	Cutler Reservoir

    




    

      	Carp



      	1993



      	32 lb 0 oz



      	



      	



      	Couger Elfervig



      	Lake Powell

    




    

      	Catfish, Channel



      	1978



      	32 lb 8 oz



      	39¾ in



      	22 in



      	LeRoy Mortensen



      	Utah Lake

    




    

      	Chub, Utah



      	1987



      	1 lb 11 oz



      	13¼ in



      	11 in



      	Ray Johnson



      	Starvation Reservoir

    




    

      	Crappie, Black



      	1993



      	3 lb 2 oz



      	17¼ in



      	14 in



      	Mike Flickinger



      	Quail Creek Reservoir

    




    

      	Grayling



      	1998



      	1 lb 12 oz



      	17¼ in



      	8¾ in



      	Terry J. Fieldsted



      	Big Dog Lake - South Slope Uintas

    




    

      	Muskellunge, Tiger



      	2006



      	33 lb 9 oz



      	49 in



      	21½ in



      	Kelly Parry



      	Pineview Reservoir

    




    

      	Perch, Sacramento



      	1993



      	4 lb 5 oz



      	17 in



      	15 in



      	Harlan G. Thomas



      	Garrison Res. (Pruess Lake)

    




    

      	Perch, Yellow



      	1984



      	2 lb 11 oz



      	15⅛ in



      	9¾ in



      	Ray Johnson



      	Sevier Bridge Reservoir

    




    

      	Pike, Northern



      	2002



      	25 lb 0 oz



      	43½ in



      	19 1/2 in



      	



      	Henry Fenning Yuba Reservoir

    




    

      	Salmon, Kokanee



      	1995



      	6 lb 0 oz



      	25 in



      	16 in



      	Todd Chikaraishi



      	Strawberry Reservoir

    




    

      	Sucker, Utah



      	2003



      	6 lb 6 oz



      	25½ in



      	13¼ in



      	Jamin C. Buttars



      	Weber River

    




    

      	Sucker, White



      	1992



      	2 lb 8 oz



      	19¼ in



      	9½ in



      	Ray Johnson



      	Flaming Gorge Reservoir

    




    

      	Sunfish, Green



      	2003



      	15.5 oz



      	10¼ in



      	10 in



      	Sean Buchanan



      	Glassman Pond

    




    

      	Trout, Albino



      	1989



      	9 lb 2 oz



      	24¾ in



      	17 in



      	Nick Manning



      	Joes Valley Reservoir

    




    

      	Trout, Brook



      	1971



      	7 lb 8 oz



      	



      	



      	Milton Taft



      	Boulder Mountain

    




    

      	Trout, Brown



      	1977



      	33 lb 10 oz



      	40 in



      	25 in



      	Robert Bringhurst



      	Flaming Gorge Reservoir

    




    

      	Trout, Brownbow



      	2000



      	1 lb 0 oz



      	15 in



      	



      	Benjamin Spencer Harward



      	Mill Meadows

    




    

      	Trout, Cutthroat



      	1930



      	26 lb 12 oz



      	



      	



      	Mrs. E. Smith



      	Strawberry Reservoir

    




    

      	Trout, Golden



      	1977



      	14 oz



      	14½ in



      	



      	Breck Tuttle



      	Atwood Creek

    




    

      	Trout, Lake



      	1988



      	51 lb 8 oz



      	45⅛ in



      	31¾ in



      	Curt Bilbey



      	Flaming Gorge Reservoir

    




    

      	Trout, Rainbow



      	1979



      	26 lb 2 oz



      	



      	



      	Del Canty



      	Flaming Gorge Reservoir

    




    

      	Trout, Splake



      	2006



      	17 lb 4 oz



      	36 ½ in



      	21⅛ in



      	Stacy S. Willden



      	Fish Lake

    




    

      	Trout, Tiger



      	2007



      	10 lb 12 oz



      	29 ½ in



      	17⅛ in



      	Michael David



      	Pallisade Lake Palisade Lake

    




    

      	



      	



      	



      	



      	



      	Moon



      	Palisade Lake

    




    

      	Walleye



      	1991



      	15 lb 9 oz



      	31¾ in



      	20¾ in



      	Jeffery Tanner



      	Provo River

    




    

      	Whitefish, Bonneville



      	1982



      	4 lb 4 oz



      	21 in



      	13¾ in



      	Deon Sparks



      	Bear Lake

    




    

      	Whitefish, Mountain



      	1997



      	4 lb 12 oz



      	21½ in



      	14 in



      	Roy L. Montoya



      	Deer Creek Reservoir

    




    

      	Wiper



      	2007



      	9 lb 12 oz



      	26⅛ in



      	19¼ in



      	Rob Valdez



      	Willard Bay

    


  




  *Updated April 17, 2008




  Current Spear Fishing Record Fish for the State of Utah*




  

    

      	SPECIES



      	YEAR



      	WEIGHT



      	LENGTH



      	GIRTH



      	FISHERMAN



      	LOCATION

    




    

      	Bass, Smallmouth



      	2007



      	4 lb 0 oz



      	17⅞ in



      	11 ½ in



      	Michael Weyland



      	Flaming Gorge Reservoir

    




    

      	Bass, Largemouth



      	2003



      	6 lb 0 oz



      	19⅓ in



      	17¼ in



      	Jason Mull



      	Steinaker Lake

    




    

      	Bluegill



      	2004



      	8 oz



      	8¼ in



      	8¾ in



      	Jon Konrad



      	Steinaker Reservoir

    




    

      	Carp



      	2007



      	27 lb 12 oz



      	34 in



      	



      	David L Hemphill Jr.



      	Starvation Reservoir

    




    

      	Chub, Utah



      	2005



      	1 lb 0 oz



      	12¾ in



      	8⅛ in



      	Shane Forrester



      	Starvation Reservoir

    




    

      	Muskellunge, Tiger



      	2006



      	14 lb 7 oz



      	37½ in



      	16½ in



      	Matt Boyd



      	Fish Lake

    




    

      	Perch, Yellow



      	1988



      	5 oz



      	8¼ in



      	5½ in



      	Rud Warner



      	Fish Lake

    




    

      	Sucker, Utah



      	2003



      	4 lb 15 oz



      	23 in



      	11 in



      	Mike McGuire



      	Fish Lake

    




    

      	Trout, Brown



      	1983



      	21 lb 12 oz



      	35½ in



      	21¾ in



      	Bruce Boyd



      	Fish Lake

    




    

      	Trout, Lake



      	2003



      	2 lb 4 oz



      	20 in



      	9⅛ in



      	Mike McGuire



      	Fish Lake

    




    

      	Trout, Rainbow



      	1992



      	3 lb 8 oz



      	19 in



      	9½ in



      	Paul Gibson



      	Fish Lake

    




    

      	Trout, Splake



      	2005



      	13 lb 5 oz



      	30¾ in



      	20½ in



      	Stacy S. Willden



      	Fish Lake

    




    

      	Walleye



      	2002



      	11 lb 6 oz



      	31 in



      	18 in



      	Mike McGuire



      	Deer Creek Reservoir

    


  




  Current Setline Record Fish for the State of Utah*




  

    

      	SPECIES



      	YEAR



      	WEIGHT



      	LENGTH



      	GIRTH



      	FISHERMAN



      	LOCATION

    




    

      	Catfish, Channel



      	1975



      	31 lb 0 oz



      	39 in



      	20½ in



      	Dorothy Lorenzen



      	Utah Lake

    


  




  Current Archery Record Fish for the State of Utah*




  

    

      	SPECIES



      	YEAR



      	WEIGHT



      	LENGTH



      	GIRTH



      	FISHERMAN



      	LOCATION

    




    

      	Carp



      	1991



      	27 lb 0 oz



      	34 in



      	23¾ in



      	Ray D. Johnson



      	Great Salt Lake Marshes

    




    

      	Sucker, Utah



      	1992



      	4 lb 5 oz



      	19¾ in



      	12 in



      	David W. Stuart



      	Utah Lake

    




    

      	Sucker, White



      	1992



      	2 lb 7 oz



      	18½ in



      	9¼ in



      	Ray Johnson



      	Flaming Gorge Reservoir

    


  




  Current Catch and Release Record Fish for the State of Utah*




  

    

      	SPECIES



      	DATE



      	LENGTH



      	FISHERMAN



      	LOCATION

    




    

      	Bass, Largemouth



      	03/29/98



      	27 in



      	Dennis Miller



      	Quail Lake

    




    

      	Bass, Smallmouth



      	07/04/03



      	23½ in



      	Clifford Sackett Jr.



      	Jordanelle Reservoir

    




    

      	Bass, Striped



      	05/11/00



      	32½ in



      	Marty Peterson



      	Lake Powell

    




    

      	Bass, White



      	05/07/05



      	19 in



      	Clint Lance



      	Salem Pond

    




    

      	Bluegill



      	10/05/07



      	11⅝ in



      	Derek Haryyman



      	Pelican Lake

    




    

      	Bullhead, Black



      	06/15/97



      	13½ in



      	Shawn Clement



      	Kaysville Ponds

    




    

      	Carp



      	09/02/03



      	35½ in



      	Lance Egan



      	Starvation Reservoir

    




    

      	Catfish, Channel



      	04/08/03



      	34 in



      	Blair Peterson



      	Davis Community Pond

    




    

      	Chub, Utah



      	06/21/97



      	14¼ in



      	Sue McGhie Troff



      	Flaming Gorge Reservoir

    




    

      	Crappie, Black



      	05/20/07



      	16 in



      	Dustin Gunrud



      	Pineview Reservoir

    




    

      	Grayling



      	07/17/99



      	19 in



      	Russell Lee, Jr.



      	Uinta Mountains

    




    

      	Muskellunge Tiger



      	11/28/98



      	53¼ in



      	Ray Johnson



      	Pineview Reservoir

    




    

      	Perch, Sacramento



      	05/28/00



      	15 in



      	Lance Egan



      	Pruess Lake

    






     	Perch, Yellow



     	03/04/00



     	15¼ in



     	Brad Cutler



     	Yuba Reservoir




     



     	Pike, Northern



     	06/13/98



     	49¼ in



     	Logan Hacking



     	Lake Powell








     	Salmon, Kokanee



     	05/29/04



     	26⅝ in



     	Ray Johnson



     	Flaming Gorge




     



     	Sucker, Utah



     	08/12/05



     	27 in



     	John Sanders Middle



     	Provo River








     	Sucker, White



     	04/26/97



     	19 in



     	Kirk Ray Johnson



     	Flaming Gorge




     



     	Sunfish, Green



     	05/29/00



     	10½ in



     	Jack Vincent



     	Pelican Lake








     	Trout, Albino



     	04/28/04



     	29 in



     	Duncan Bernstein



     	Ogden River




     

     	Trout, Brake



     	



     	



     	



     	




     



     	Trout, Brook



     	12/06/97



     	23 in



     	Travis L. Clark



     	Boulder Mountain




     



     	Trout, Brown



     	05/26/01



     	32 in



     	Cody Mortensen



     	Jordanelle Reservoir




     



     	Trout, Brownbow



     	06/13/97



     	12¼ in



     	Kirk Johnson Mill



     	Meadow Reservoir




     



     	Trout, Cutthroat



     	12/07/02



     	30 in



     	Blaine Beazer



     	Bear Lake




     



     	Trout, Golden



     	06/05/07



     	10½ in



     	Jeffrey Gallagher



     	Echo Lake




     



     	Trout, Lake



     	07/09/98



     	46½ in



     	Ray Johnson



     	Flaming Gorge




     



     	Trout, Rainbow



     	12/30/00



     	29 in



     	Enich Mockli



     	East Canyon




     



     	Trout, Splake



     	10/19/03



     	20½ in



     	Ryan Barnes Joe’s



     	Valley Reservoir




     



     	Trout, Tiger



     	11/25/07



     	24 in



     	Nicholas Granato



     	Palisade Reservoir




     



     	Walleye



     	04/04/02



     	31½ in



     	Enich Mockli



     	Starvation Reservoir




     



     	Whitefish, Bonneville



     	12/04/00



     	19¼ in



     	Scott Tolentino



     	Bear Lake




     



     	Whitefish, Mountain



     	06/20/04



     	24 in



     	Craig Shriner



     	Weber River




     



     	Wiper



     	07/08/05



     	25 in



     	Dale P. Tracy



     	Willard Bay

     


  




  Utah’s Game Fish




  




  Rainbow Trout




  [image: image]




  There is no more abundant and wide-ranging species of fish in Utah than the rainbow trout. The state’s Division of Wildlife Resources (DWR) annually plants more than 750,000 pounds of rainbows in the state’s waters. There are a few wild rainbow populations, but if there is one fish Utah anglers do not practice catch-and-release with, it is the rainbow trout.




  In a number of the state’s most heavily fished waters, like lakes in the Uinta Mountains, 20 percent of the rainbows planted are albino rainbow trout. Some lakes are planted twice a week and are what DWR officials call put-and-take fisheries. Biologists put the rainbows in the water and freezer-stuffing anglers take them out.




  Rainbows are hard fighters and have a tendency to leap when hooked. They are easily recognized by the pink band running on both sides of the fish from head to tail. Rainbow trout in streams and those spawning in the spring are darker and have more intense colors than those in lakes.




  It is the species’ ability to adapt to a large range of environmental conditions and its willingness to take a variety of bait that makes it the most common trout in the state. Rainbow trout is a firm, flaky meat, and depending on the environment, it provides excellent table fare.




  Rainbows do not compete well with rough fish like the Utah chub. Rainbow trout under 2 pounds feed on zooplankton, insects, and crustaceans. Fish over 2 pounds feed on other fish. The key to successful rainbow fishing is light line (4- to 6-pound test) and small hooks (sizes 10 to 14).




  Bait is the most effective method for catching rainbows in Utah. Power Bait, salmon eggs, cheese, and night crawlers tipped with marshmallow are what most people call traditional trout baits. Trolling in water 10 to 40 feet deep with pop gear, flatfish, or a spinner tipped with a night crawler is a reliable method on hot summer days.




  Because rainbows tend to feed on aquatic insects, fishing with wet flies near weed beds can be a great way to catch them. Dark woolly buggers and damselfly nymphs are popular flies. Fishing from a float tube is an easy way to access the fish when weed growth makes shore angling difficult.




  Scofield and Flaming Gorge Reservoirs, Panguitch and Fish Lakes, and lakes along the Mirror Lake Highway (Highway 150) in the Uinta Mountains are great places to fish for rainbow.




  Brown Trout




  [image: image]




  The native trout of Europe, browns were widely introduced to North America in 1883. They reproduce naturally in streams and are often associated with deep, undercut banks and pools choked with woody debris.




  Brown trout were planted in Utah before 1900. They have since become one of the state’s most important trout species. Browns are more tolerant of warm and silty water than other trout, but they need a lot of space and are susceptible to habitat loss. For browns, the presence of gravel for spawning beds is critical. Wild brown trout populations are found throughout the state’s rivers and streams, with some trophy fish occasionally caught in reservoirs.




  Browns are olive-brown with yellowish sides. The belly color is dusky yellow but may be creamy white. They typically have some orange or red spots on their sides, which are often encircled with light yellow or white, and they have dark spots on the back and sides.




  Adult browns are voracious eaters of large food items such as crayfish and other fish, especially trout. They sometimes feed on aquatic and terrestrial insects. Browns are elusive and tend to hold in deep holes on smaller streams. They feed actively at twilight and through the night.




  Browns are one of the most difficult trout to catch. One of the best times to fish for them is in the fall when they are preparing to spawn. Lure anglers should use minnow or trout-imitating lures in low light conditions. Fly fishers do well with streamers. Some anglers chase trophy-size browns in reservoirs by trolling with large minnow-imitating lures. Among baits, night crawlers, grasshoppers, and frozen minnows work well.




  In northern Utah, the Green, Provo, and Weber Rivers all contain excellent populations of brown trout. In the southern half of the state, try Lower Fish Creek, Huntington Creek, and the Fremont River.




  Lake Trout




  [image: image]




  Utah is at the southern end of lake trout distribution in North America. Lake trout require cold, clear, well-oxygenated, and unpolluted water. They are only caught with frequency at Flaming Gorge Reservoir and Fish Lake.
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