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Cocooned in our small little worlds yet living through the most precarious and awful times - this has got to be a first in the collective memory of the whole wide world. Untouched by the footsteps of migrant workers in the hot sun we rave and rant on social media. And as always what helps us to retain our sanity in moments like this are words. Our own words and words from loved ones but even more than that, words from gifted writers who spin stories out of universal experiences, from thoughts and ideas half-formed in our minds.


Simon & Schuster India is happy to bring to you short stories by the inimitable Shobhaa De as she captures the fragile zeitgeist of the pandemic in her own unique way - through stories that don’t provide an escape into la la land but rather stories of love that will make you sometimes smile, sometimes frown but at all times understand the subterranean world of shifting human emotions. The author, and her stories, don’t shy away from the tremulous uncertainties of the world as we know but rather help us to confront and understand it all, just a little bit better.


In the grand finale of Lockdown Liaisons we have the story of a girl who was sweet and inconsequential earlier but realises her own potential for success and fame during lockdown. Then there is the man who finds true love at a juice stall near his office — in the days before the lockdown starts — but, then, ends up alone at home with his parents, writing letters to a lover who will never reads them. We read about the young married couple who find the solution to their woes in a manner that promises them love and happiness, while in the last story of Lockdown Liaisons a ten-year-old writes a sweet and admonishing letter to Uncle Corona!


I hope all of you enjoy reading the stories in this anthology and remember in these difficult times to be kind to yourselves, to the people you meet in the pages of this book and to those in your life and in the world outside.
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MY GIRLFRIEND’S THEPLAS


‘Hey guys… let’s all stay positive, okay? Bad shit happens all the time. But we can’t let it kill us, na? We have to spread love… the earth is healing… I can actually see Malabar Hill from my window these days… it’s so cool! And now that I have my new personalised face shields and masks and those proper imported gloves, we can really, really go all out and help — you know? I have been making theplas and rotis for the past few weeks. Not making them myself! Obviously! But helping and supervising the staff, while Mom supervises us — she hates waste! We have packed so many cartons for that NGO… I forget the name. At least we feel confident it is going to the right people — those Gandhi Nagar people.


‘Haan haan… all our chhuta kaamwalas come from there only. But ever since the lockdown, they are not allowed to enter our building. I tried to argue with some show-off residents who are on the committee of my  Society, that it’s most awful and unfair not to allow these poor people to earn a living… come on, ya! Be honest — when was the last time you washed and scrubbed the loo yourself and removed the doggy’s poop from the carpet?’


This was my dear gf talking, not me, okay?  


That’s   Aarti for you an enthusiastic bunny! She uses the word ‘like’ a lot... the same way  Kylie Jenner and all use it. So, when she says, ‘Like... guys! We should all like do something for charity, na?’ she sounds so cute! She’s a sweet, well-meaning kid. But a little confused… like, she really thought if all of us stood in our balconies beating thaalis and lighting diyas, the corona virus would go away. Vanish!


I felt really stupid doing that monkey stuff and sending her ‘proof’ I had shown my patriotism and obeyed Modi by sharing selfies! God! I felt like a total loser!  Problem is, she doesn’t read anything beyond celebrity posts — she  takes all her cues from what those famous people are saying. If Deepika and Ranveer are lighting candles on their patio and cheering frontline workers, then we must do it, too! Worst of all — she believes everything she reads on social media, and actually admires Kylie Jenner. Why am I with her if I think she’s this dumb? Because... I think I love her!
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