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To my beloved grandchildren, Max, Charlie, Milo, and Isabella —K.H.
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Chapter One Blueberry Pancakes for Breakfast


It was a golden autumn morning in the village of Chipping Cheddar, the kind of day that made Angelina feel like dancing everywhere. As soon as she woke up, Angelina leapt out of bed and practiced pirouettes around her bedroom in her nightgown, humming her favorite ballet music to herself.

Angelina was excited because today was a special day—the very first day of another year at Chipping Cheddar Elementary! Angelina couldn’t wait to see all her friends and meet her new teacher. The night before, she had carefully packed her school notebooks and pencils in her backpack, so everything was ready. She didn’t want to be late today!

Angelina quickly brushed her teeth, put on her favorite pink dress, and tied a pink bow in her hair. She found her new school backpack where she’d left it near her bed. She wanted to surprise her parents by being ready early.

“Ta-da!” Angelina announced. “Here I am, all dressed for school!”
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Angelina’s father looked in at her with a smile. “Well done, Angelina,” Mr. Mouseling said. “Have you seen your little sister? Today is a special day for her too.”

Angelina’s little sister Polly was going to her first day of preschool today, and Angelina knew she’d need help getting ready. “Angelina to the rescue!” said Angelina, and she skipped down the hallway to find her sister.

“Time to brush your teeth, Polly,” said Angelina, but Polly wasn’t in her cozy bed. Polly wasn’t anywhere in her room, and she wasn’t in the bathroom either. Angelina looked in all Polly’s usual hiding places, even under the bed, but she couldn’t find Polly anywhere.
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“Blueberry pancakes for breakfast!” Mrs. Mouseling called from the kitchen. Angelina loved blueberry pancakes, and she leapt down the stairs two at a time. At the bottom she stopped and listened. She could hear snuffling noises coming from the closet. Angelina opened the door and saw Polly’s little pink toes peeking out.

“Why are you hiding, Polly?” asked Angelina, pushing the coats aside. “It’s breakfast time, and we’re having blueberry pancakes.”

“I want to stay home today with Tulip,” said Polly. She was sitting in the closet in her pajamas, hugging Tulip, her favorite doll.
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“You’re a big girl now, Polly,” said Angelina. “And you’re going to school, just like me. Isn’t that exciting?”

“I don’t want to go to school,” said Polly. “I’m too shy.”

Mr. Mouseling came and scooped Polly up in his arms. “There you are!” he said, giving her a kiss. Then he turned to Angelina as the family sat down to breakfast. “You were shy when you first started school too,” he reminded her. Angelina couldn’t remember feeling shy when she was little; it seemed such a long time ago.
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