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Introduction


Many people have theories and opinions, and form doctrines as to what you as a believer need to do to please God. As a result, what we hear is not always what the Word of God says. This has caused much division amongst the Body of Christ. Some people will quote a scripture and put their own interpretation on it. But that is not how we as believers can best equip ourselves.


This book will provide you with an insight to your questions by looking at the Bible to see what the scriptures have to say. Use the Word of God as your basis, and everything that you hear or read needs to line up with the Word of God; otherwise it is merely someone’s opinion and interpretation. Let the Bible interpret itself by cross referencing to other scriptures. You cannot build a doctrine on just one verse. The Bible says “…by the mouth of two or three witnesses the matter shall be established” (Deut. 19:15; Matt. 18:16; 2 Cor. 13:1).


My prayer is that the Holy Spirit will give you wisdom, knowledge and understanding as you read this book, to discern the truth, and find the answers and direction for your divine purpose in the Body of Christ.


This book is not copyright protected, as the content is God-inspired. Therefore, use this book, or portions thereof, and distribute it to equip like-minded men and women; teaching spiritual truths, imparting biblical knowledge, and grounding them in the message of God’s unconditional love and grace. 










Chapter 1


Every Believer has Faith


1.1 Introduction


Faith is the most important subject in the Bible, and one of the fundamentals of Christianity, yet the least taught by the Church today and therefore the least understood and exercised subject by the believer. You cannot be saved without faith, because “…by grace you have been saved through faith…” (Eph. 2:8), neither can you live without faith nor please God without faith, because the Bible says “(F)or we walk by faith, not by sight” (2 Cor. 5:7), and “…without faith it is impossible to please Him…” (Heb. 11:6).


Furthermore, the Bible warns us that we are in a spiritual battle (Eph. 6:12). This battle is being fought in our minds, and not against flesh and blood; and it is only with faith that we are meant to overcome Satan’s ‘strongholds’ and “(F)ight the good fight of faith…” (1 Tim. 6:12).


1.2 God Kind of Faith


Faith is our positive response to what God has already done for us. It is our response to His grace. It is not what we must do to make the Lord act on our behalf, but rather our response to what He has already done. In its simplicity, that is faith. From Scripture we see that there are two kinds of faith – the Thomas-like faith (or ‘head’ faith), and the Abraham-like faith (or ‘heart’ faith). The Thomas-like faith is inherent within every human being, whilst the Abraham-like faith is a supernatural faith that only comes to those who receive the good news.


After Jesus’ resurrection, Jesus appeared to the disciples, “(N)ow Thomas…was not with them when Jesus came. The other disciples therefore said to him, ‘We have seen the Lord’. So he said to them, ‘Unless I see in His hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and put my hand into His side, I will not believe’” (John 20:24-25). Several days later, whilst the disciples were gathered together in a room, Jesus again appeared in their midst, and He said to Thomas, “…(R)each your finger here, and look at My hands; and reach your hand here, and put it into My side. Do not be unbelieving, but believing” (John 20:27). Jesus knew what Thomas had said even though He was not physically present that day when Thomas said it. We read on in John 20:28 that Thomas acknowledged Jesus as “My Lord and my God”, and Jesus said to him, “…Thomas, because you have seen Me, you have believed. Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed” (John 20:29).


The Thomas-like faith can only believe what it can see, taste, hear, smell, or feel; it is limited to our five senses. Using this kind of faith, we can fly in aeroplanes when we do not fully understand how flying works, nor do we assess the pilot’s credentials before boarding the aeroplane, but we trust that the flight will be okay. That is ‘head’ faith, which God gave to every person. What if I asked you to board an aeroplane that was missing one of its wings? You would not board that aeroplane even if you were offered bags of money to do so. Your physical senses would forbid it. In the same manner, Jesus did not commend Thomas’ kind of faith. That is believing what your senses tell your mind; and everybody, believer and non-believer, has that kind of faith. Rather, Jesus said “…(B)lessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed” (John 20:29). This is the Abraham-kind of faith, which believes in spite of what our physical senses can perceive, or our circumstances can portray.


Man is a spirit being. He has a soul, and he lives in a body. Therefore, the Abraham-like faith is of the heart, or the spirit, or the inward man. Faith is not of the mind or the body, it is of the heart. The Bible reaffirms this through the following scripture: “…whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be removed and be cast into the sea’, and does not doubt in his heart…” (Mark 11:23) (emphasis mine). Similarly, in Prov. 3:5 it says, “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding” (emphasis mine).


1.3 God’s Supernatural Faith


Look at Rom. 4:17, it says, “…God…calls those things which do not exist as though they did”. God’s faith goes beyond our physical senses. God’s faith operates supernaturally, beyond the limitations of our ‘head’ faith. The context of this verse from Romans speaks about how God supernaturally blessed Abram and Sarai with a child in their old age. Abram was 100 and Sarai was 91 when Isaac was born. The year before Isaac’s birth, when Abram still did not have a child by his wife, God told them the child was coming, and He changed Abram’s name to Abraham and Sarai’s name to Sarah. Abram meant ‘high father’, but Abraham means ‘to be populous, father of a multitude’. God changed Abram’s name and called him the father of a multitude before it came to pass. Rom. 4:17 explains this action by stating that “…God…calls those things which do not exist as though they did”.


When the Lord created the universe, Gen. 1:3 tells us that He created light on the first day but did not create the sun, moon, and stars until the fourth day of creation (Gen. 1:14-19). The Lord called light into being first, and four days later created a source for the light to come from. That is not the way natural man does things. We are limited, but God calls things that are not as though they were. That is supernatural. Luke 18:27 reminds us that “…the things which are impossible with men are possible with God”.


This supernatural faith is also the kind of faith we use to receive salvation. We have to believe in God, whom we have not seen, and believe that our sins are forgiven, which we cannot prove by natural means. It takes God’s supernatural faith for us to receive salvation, and this supernatural faith comes from God’s Word. Rom. 10:17 says “(S)o then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God”. We access God’s faith through His Word, and His Word always achieves that which it is meant to accomplish (Isa. 55:11). Once we receive God’s supernatural faith at salvation, it does not leave us, according to Rom.11:29: “(F)or the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable”. The instant we are saved, a change occurs within our heart, or spirit, or our inward man. We receive a new spirit and our new spirit becomes one with God’s Spirit (1 Cor. 6:17). The Holy Spirit constantly produces faith (Gal. 5:22), therefore, within our new spirit is all the faith we will ever need (Col. 2:10).


The same faith that God used to create the worlds in the beginning is a permanent part of our born-again spirit. Yet there are believers praying for more faith. Mark 11:23 says “(F)or assuredly, I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be removed and be cast into the sea’, and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that those things he says will be done, he will have whatever he says’”. This faith that Jesus is talking about is the God-kind of faith, or God’s supernatural faith, or the Abraham-kind of faith; and every believer already has the measure of this kind of faith. You do not have to search for it; you do not have to pray for it; you do not have to fast for it; and you do not have to promise to do greater and better works to get it. You already have it! “…God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith” (Rom. 12:3, KJV). God did not give us different measures of faith; we all received THE measure of faith. If I were serving soup to a group of people, and if I used the same serving spoon to dish it out, then that serving spoon would be THE measure. Everyone would get the same amount of soup because I would use the same measure. That is the way it is with God’s supernatural faith. He only used one measure. Paul reminds us in Rom. 2:11 that “…there is no partiality with God”. All born-again Christians received the same amount of faith. There is just a lack of knowing and using what God has already given us.


1.4 Faith is Substance


Many believers think faith is acting like something has happened when in reality it has not, and if we imagine this for long enough, then it will come to pass. But that is not what faith is. According to Heb. 11:1 the Bible says that “(N)ow faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen”. Notice that the scripture is not saying “things that do not exist”. They do exist, but are not visible in the natural realm. It is the evidence of things not seen.


In the natural realm there are things that do exist that are not visible. We cannot see radio waves, but you know they exist when you place your food in the microwave oven and switch the oven on. By warming the food, the microwave oven has not made unseen radio waves visible. When we see the steam, it is not when those radio waves became real. They were already there. A microwave oven does not generate radio waves, but passes microwave radiation through the food, thereby causing the food to heat. But I am sure that you have experienced when you have tried to switch the microwave oven on and nothing happened. I am certain that the first thing you did was neither telephone the microwave manufacturer and complain that the microwave was no longer passing microwave radiation through your food, nor was it to telephone your energy provider and complain that they had removed you from the national grid; but rather it was to check and confirm that everything was working on your microwave oven. Specifically, you would have confirmed that the electricity was on, that the microwave oven was plugged into the wall socket, and that the distribution board in your house had not tripped. What I am implying is that you checked your microwave oven to see what was wrong with it. You trusted that the microwave manufacturer produced a reliable oven, and that your energy provider had not stopped providing electricity. You would not question that until you had eliminated all the possible problems with your microwave oven. Likewise, God is real and does exist. He just cannot be seen. We assume that because we have not experienced the victory in our lives that Jesus provided, nothing has happened. That is incorrect. We need to have more faith in God than we have in mankind and the natural realm.


The Bible has a very good illustration of this in 2 Kgs. 6. Elisha, the prophet of God, was revealing the Syrian’s battle plans to the king of Israel. Every time the king of Syria tried to ambush the king of Israel, Elisha would warn the king of Israel, and he would counter the Syrian’s ambush. This happened so often that the king of Syria finally concluded that there had to be a traitor present. He knew that the king of Israel could not be operating without inside information. When one of the servants to the king of Syria said that Elisha was revealing the words that the king of Syria spoke in his bed chamber to the king of Israel, the king of Syria sent his armies to capture Elisha. 2 Kgs. 6:15 records this event: “And when the servant of the man of God arose early and went out, there was an army, surrounding the city with horses and chariots. And his servant said to him, “Alas, my master! What shall we do?” (I have heard another minister say this was old English for ‘he panicked’). Elisha knew why the Syrian army had come. Look at Elisha’s comment to this situation in verse 16: “…(D)o not fear, for those who are with us are more than those who are with them”.


People who do not believe anything exists beyond their five senses would say Elisha was lying. He was confessing that something was a certain way when in reality it was not, hoping that it would become so. But Elisha was speaking the truth. There were more with him than there was with the Syrian army. The fact is that Elisha’s help was in the unseen realm. The key to understanding this illustration is to recognise that there is another realm of reality beyond this physical world. Those who are limited to only their five senses will always struggle with this. In the physical world you could count the Syrian soldiers by the thousands, and there was only Elisha and his servant. But in the spiritual realm, there were many more horses and chariots of fire around Elisha than there were Syrian soldiers. We read on in 2 Kgs. 6:17, and the scripture says, “(A)nd Elisha prayed, and said, ‘Lord, I pray, open his eyes that he may see’. Then the Lord opened the eyes of the young man, and he saw. And behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha”. Gehazi’s physical eyes were already wide open. God was now opening his spiritual eyes. He was able to see with his heart into the spiritual world. And when the spiritual world was taken into consideration, then Elisha’s statement was perfectly true.


Those who see faith as an attempt to make something real which is not real will always struggle with those who see faith as simply making what is spiritually true a physical truth. Those who limit truth to only the physical realm would have called Elisha a ‘name it, claim it, blab it, grab it’ cultist. But by saying that, they condemn themselves, and show they only consider what they can see, taste, hear, smell, and feel to be reality. They are what the Bible calls ‘carnal’ (Rom. 8:6-7). When Gehazi’s spiritual eyes were opened, the Syrian army did not disappear. They were still there. The physical truth was still true, but there was a greater spiritual truth that emerged. True faith does not deny physical truth, but refuses to let physical truth dominate spiritual truth. True faith subdues physical truth to the reality of spiritual truth.


Because Elisha believed in the realities of the spiritual world, he raised his hand and striked the Syrian army with blindness. Then he led the whole Syrian army captive to the king of Israel! The Bible gives no indication that Elisha saw the horses and chariots of fire around him; but he did not need to see. He knew what was real in the spiritual world, and he controlled his emotions and actions accordingly. Those who operate in true faith do not need to see with their physical eyes. Their faith is evidence enough.


1.5 Operating in Faith


2 Pet. 1:2-4 affirms that all things that pertain to life and godliness are given to us through the knowledge of God. The ‘all things’ includes faith, because without faith it is impossible to please God (Heb. 11:6). Therefore faith must come through the knowledge of God. That is the reason Rom. 10:17 says that faith comes by hearing the Word of God. The degree of faith that you operate in is directly proportional to the revelation knowledge that you have of God through His Word. As a result, many believers have found it very difficult to operate in faith. This is because they either do not possess a real knowledge of God’s Word in them, or they have allowed Satan to steal the Word from them. In the parable recorded in Luke 8:5-8 about the sower and the seed, Jesus portrayed several heart-types, and of these heart-types portrayed, Satan had no direct access to the seed expressed as the Word of God, because Satan cannot steal the Word from us if it is hidden in our hearts (Psa. 119:11).


Before God’s Word can penetrate your heart, you have to understand (not comprehend) what it is saying. If the Word is not understood, then it will be like seed scattered on top of hard-packed ground (the wayside), where the devil can steal it away. Luke has linked belief and salvation (Luke 8:12) with the Word being sown in our hearts, in the same way as Rom. 10:14-17. If there is no Word, there cannot be any belief or salvation (1 Pet. 1:23). In addition, Luke’s use of the word “saved” could include, but is not necessarily limited to, forgiveness of sins. Salvation includes much more than forgiveness of sins. Therefore, this verse could describe a believer who simply does not receive the Word in a certain area of his/her life and therefore does not experience the victory that Jesus provided for him/her. Subsequently, it is not really a faith problem that exists, but rather a Word problem. Once we truly believe in our hearts what God’s Word says, we are well on the way to seeing what we believe materialise in the physical realm. For example, once we believe (have faith) that God has made provision for everyone to be healed (Psa. 103:3; Acts 10:38; 1 Pet. 2:24), we can begin to see people healed. If we do not believe that God heals everyone, our hearts become hardened to this truth, we will not see people healed, and we will develop what the Bible calls “an evil heart of unbelief” (Heb. 3:12). It was unbelief in God’s Word that prohibited the Israelites from entering the promised land (Heb. 3:18-19), and unbelief will also prevent us benefiting from the “exceeding great and precious promises” (2 Pet. 1:2-4) which God has given us in the scriptures.


1.6 Abiding in the Word


You are not incapable of living a life of faith. Quite the contrary, as a born-again believer, you have already been given THE measure of faith as a part of the fruit of the Holy Spirit. Gal. 5:22-23 says “(B)ut the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance: against such there is no law” (KJV, emphasis mine). Have you ever seen or heard a fruit tree struggling and complaining about how difficult it is to produce fruit? Of course not! It is natural for a fruit tree to produce fruit. It is even easier for a fruit tree to produce quality fruit when that fruit tree is protected from the elements of nature and given nourishment. So it is with a believer. Faith will automatically be the product of our abiding in the Word, which is Jesus (John 1:1; John 15:1-7). We as believers must avail ourselves of God’s Word by placing it in our heart, so that the Holy Spirit may bring it forth at the appropriate time to accomplish a complete and total victory. We have all been given the measure of faith (Rom. 12:3), but continue to be defeated because of a lack of knowledge of how that faith works.


Mankind did not learn how to fly overnight. There were many failures, but now no one doubts that the laws of aerodynamics work. Likewise, you will not learn all God’s laws pertaining to faith overnight either; you may fail a few times before you start seeing faith produce that which it should. The law of faith, which created everything, is without a doubt more certain than the laws of aerodynamics. The knowledge of God and how faith works is hidden for you, not from you, in the Word of God.
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