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  Introduction




  The Gallup Poll has become synonymous with accu-rate statistics on what people really think, how they live, and what they do. Founded in 1935 by statistician Dr. George Gallup, the Gallup Organization continues to provide the world with unbiased research on who we really are.




  From recent Gallup Polls, we can learn a great deal about the modern family. For example, a June 2007 Gallup Poll reported that Americans, on average, be-lieve the ideal number of children for a family to have these days is 2.5. This includes 56 percent of Americans who think it is best to have a small family of one, two, or no children, and 34 percent who think it is ideal to have a larger family of three or more children; nine percent have no opinion. Another recent Gallup Poll found that when Americans were asked, “Do you think homosexual couples should or should not have the legal right to adopt a child,” 49 percent of Americans said they should, and 48 percent said they shouldn’t; 43 per-cent supported the legalization of gay marriage, while 57 percent did not. Yet another poll found that 34 percent of Americans feel a conflict between the demands of their professional life and their family life; 39 percent still believe that one parent should ideally stay home with the children while the other works.




  Keep in mind that Gallup Polls do not tell us what is right or wrong. They don’t report on what people should think—only on what they do think. And what is clear from Gallup Polls is that while the shape of fami-lies is changing in our modern world, the concept of family is still vital to our sense of who we are and how we interact with others. An indication of this is the 2008 Gallup poll that found that three out of four Americans reported that family values are important, while one in three said they are “extremely” important.




  And how do Americans define “family values”? Ac-cording to the same poll, here’s what Americans say is their definition of a family: a strong unit where faith and morals, education and integrity play important roles within the structure of a committed relationship.




  The books in the series demonstrate that strong fam-ily units come in all shapes and sizes. Those differences, however, do not change the faith, integrity, and commit-ment of the families who tell their stories within these books.




  1 Growing Up in Foster Care




  

    Terms to Understand




    rehabilitation program: a course of action intended to bring someone back to complete health.




    state: referring to one of the United States of America.




    termination: the act of ending something.




    parental rights: the power a parent has to make decisions affecting a child’s life, for example the type of school a child will attend, the child’s health care provider, and which religious tradition the child will be raised in.




    incarceration: imprisonment, confinement.




    institutions: places for the care of those who are homeless, disabled, mentally ill, or children with no one to look after them.




    post-traumatic stress disorder: a condition caused by exposure to physical or psychological trauma that can cause nightmares, flashbacks, and difficulty coping with life.




    discrimination: when a person is treated differently because of some category to which that person belongs, rather than being judged as an individual.




    social phobia: extreme fears involv-ing various situations in which others may criticize you, such as speaking in public, eating in front of others, etc.




    panic syndrome: a disorder charac-terized by extreme panic attacks, in which a person experiences a variety of symptoms such as fear, dizziness, nausea, rapid heartbeat, sweating, or a feeling of choking.




    GED: General Equivalency Diploma; earned by taking a series of tests, the GED is equivalent to a high school diploma.




    alumni: former students, employees, or members of a group.




    resilient: able to recover from difficulties in life, serious illnesses, or other hardships.




    developmental disability: life-long physical or mental impairments affecting a person’s ability to learn, move around, or live independently.




    cerebral palsy: a disorder caused by an injury to the brain before or during birth, causing difficulty controlling the voluntary muscles.




    wards: children, or those who are mentally incompetent, in the guardianship of another, not their parents and often the court system.


  




  Aisha’s parents are homeless, and since they cannot provide a safe home for their children right now, Aisha and her brothers and sisters were placed in a foster family. Terry’s mother is in prison, serving a life sentence, and after she gave birth to him, Terry went to live with a foster family. Lisa was placed with foster parents after her biological father repeatedly abused her. Dwayne’s mom has a drug problem, so he and his sis-ters are living with a foster family while his mother goes through a rehabilitation program.




  For one reason or another, foster children have been removed from their birth parents by state authority. Their families are not safe places for them, and so social services finds them another family. Foster parents receive financial sup-port from the government in return for providing care for these children.
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