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					Preface 

				
				
					In Chapter One, we received some future predictions from Shakyamuni Buddha, which
					is unusual for him, about the ongoing coronavirus pandemic. 

				
				
					From his views and predictions, I am sure you will see his opinions as very orthodox
					for a religious leader. I and definitely many others have become fed up with the
					array of attachments to physical life in this world that we see or hear in various
					newspaper reports and television news coverage. 

				
				
					The orders issued by the government and municipal leaders seem like trying to drive
					away a swarm of ants with a stick. If you are completely repulsed by these sorts
					of materialistic, worldly politics, then reading Chapter Two, a spiritual message
					from the “rocking” John Lennon, might make you feel better. 

				
				
					At any rate, the proliferation of godless humans is at a turning point. 

				
					
						Ryuho Okawa

						Master & CEO of Happy Science Group

						April 23, 2020

				

				

			
			
			
				
				
					CHAPTER ONE


					Shakyamuni Buddha’s

					Future Prediction


				
				
					Originally recorded in Japanese on April 14, 2020,

					in the Special Lecture Hall of Happy Science in Japan,

					and later translated into English.

				

			
			
			
				
				
					Shakyamuni Buddha

					(Gautama Siddhartha)

				
				
					The founder of Buddhism, who was born about 2,500 or 2,600 years ago in the area
					now known as Nepal. He was born to Suddhodana, the king of the Shakya clan, who ruled
					a nearby kingdom called Kapilavastu, and the queen Maya. Although he was raised as
					a prince, he renounced the world at the age of 29 to seek after the truth and attained
					Great Enlightenment at the age of 35. After performing the first preaching at the
					Deer Park or Magadaava (the First Turning of the Wheel of Truth), he continued to
					preach the law throughout India until he died at the age of 80. After his death,
					Buddhism became a world religion. Shakyamuni is an abbreviation of Shakyamuni bhagavat
					(the honorary name meaning “World-Honored One of the Shakya clan”). 

				

			
			
			
				
				
					1

					Before Recording

					Shakyamuni Buddha’s Future Prediction

	
				
				
					The novel coronavirus problem

					has come to look like The War of the Worlds


				
				

					RYUHO OKAWA 

				
				
					When I received some spiritual messages about the novel coronavirus infection early
					this year, the number of infected people was still in the tens of thousands and there
					were only around several hundred deaths. We recorded the spiritual messages when
					the situation was still around that level, but now in the middle of April, almost
					two million people around the world have been infected and over 100,000 have died.
					In America, there have been more than half a million infected cases and more than
					20,000 deaths. Countries like Spain and Italy have also suffered around 20,000 deaths.
					So, even advanced countries are starting to see the death toll reach tens of thousands
					across the board. Japan has plateaued at around several thousand infected cases,
					but a State of Emergency has been declared due to uncertainty over whether or not
					the virus will continue to spread in the future. We have been living like this for
					about a month now. 

				
				
					[image: images/img-18-1.png]
					
						Spiritual Reading of Novel Coronavirus Infection Originated in China: Closing in
						on the real cause of the global outbreak (Tokyo: HS Press, 2020) 

					

				
				
					However, the whole situation is quite bad. We are being told not to meet others and
					to just stay at home. This is almost like a gamble. We would be lucky if we can get
					the spread under control in just a month, but if we can’t, then everything may be
					headed toward collapse. 

				
				
					The government is saying that it’s going to scatter cash around. If it is just to
					compensate for a single month, this might be doable. But if everyone ends up permanently
					unemployed, this will be quite difficult to continue. Businesses are being told to
					reduce the number of in-office workers by 70 percent. In New York, they are telling
					everyone to absolutely stay at home. So, I think you could say that the situation
					is quite serious. If you were to take a world map and color in all the places infected,
					you would see that the virus has almost spread throughout the world. So, the situation
					has come to look like The War of the Worlds or something like that. 

				
				
					We would be lucky if this were over in a month, but after hearing many different
					people make their predictions, they all said that the infection will spread even
					further. If the State of Emergency lasts for up to three months, we will begin to
					see a complete breakdown of employment. Something far worse than even the Great Depression
					might occur. In addition, the simple act of people gathering or meeting is now seen
					as bad or wrong, so it also seems like we are approaching the downfall of civilization.
					

			
				
					The spirit of John Lennon said,

					“It’s Divine Will, so it can’t be helped”

				
				

					RYUHO OKAWA 

				
				
					This morning, I spoke with the spirit of John Lennon (see Chapter Two). I had been
					thinking about writing a prayer or a song or something in English that would have
					the power to drive away the illness, but when I spoke with John Lennon, he said,
					“It’s Divine Will, so it can’t be helped.” 

				
				
					His conclusion was something like, “It is the will of heaven to reduce the population.
					The Earth’s population has greatly increased and the people’s worldly sense of values
					is turning the planet into a factory for creating hellish spirits. If the percentage
					of people that go to hell increases as the overall number of people does, then it
					makes sense to reduce the population. The only option left is to reach the state
					of perfect tranquility called nirvana, as preached by Shakyamuni Buddha.” I don’t
					know exactly what he meant by that usage, but it sounded like he was saying, “Go
					back to the other world.” 

				
				
					He pointed out that the rampant spread of this virus and the rampant spread of humanity
					are nearly in sync with each other. His comments seemed to contain views and judgments
					as follows: humanity’s existence in this world as well as their actions makes him
					think they are growing in number to engage only in meaningless, negative, and hellish
					things. 

			
				
				
					Daring to ask Shakyamuni Buddha,

					who chooses his words carefully,

					about his predictions for the future

				
				

					RYUHO OKAWA 

				
				
					That was the suggestion from John Lennon. And while Shakyamuni Buddha may not be
					very fond of making future predictions, I have been asking other spirits, so I think
					I will ask him as well. He may refuse, though [laughs]. He may put an end to it by
					saying, “According to the Law of Cause and Effect, what you are doing will lead to
					your result.” If he does, that will be all for his prediction. The spiritual message
					might be over in a minute. 

				
				
					Shakyamuni Buddha must observe the precept of Right Speech and speak the truth, so
					it will be somewhat difficult for him. He cannot speak freely as he likes, as others
					do. 

				
				
					The original Buddhist scriptures contain a story about Shakyamuni, in which a man
					asked him, “Would you please come to my place tomorrow to preach? I invite you and
					200 of your disciples for a meal.” Shakyamuni gave no reply and remained silent.
					The reason he didn’t answer was that, if he had said yes but later become unable
					to go, it would have meant he lied. That shows how careful Shakyamuni is. His words
					will remain in some form, so I don’t know what kind of words he will use today. 

				
				
					However, other spirits have given their opinions, so I am quite sure he will at least
					tell us his thinking and impressions. I would like you to explore deeper into John
					Lennon’s words, “Enter Nirvana taught by Shakyamuni Buddha.” If you ask a foolish
					question, he might cut the conversation short, so please be very careful when you
					ask questions. 

				
				
					[Lightly claps once.] I would now like to receive a spiritual message from Shakyamuni,
					also known as Gautama Siddhartha, Buddha, and the World-Honored One. I don’t know
					if it will be possible, but I would appreciate it if you could focus on future predictions,
					meaning what will happen in the future and what we should do from now on. And if
					people in Japan and the world today are wrong, please point out the source of their
					mistakes and explain why they are wrong. 



				
				
					[About 10 seconds of silence.] 

				

			
			
			
				
				
					2

					Now Is the Time to Think about

					a World Ruled by Death

			
				
				
					“You cannot build the future

					as an extension of the present”

				
				

					SHAKYAMUNI BUDDHA 

				
				
					[Exhales.] Yes. 

				
				

					A 

				
				
					Thank you very much for coming down to Happy Science today. As Master Ryuho Okawa
					just explained, the novel coronavirus that originated in China is now rampant throughout
					the world. The number of people infected in the world is approaching two million
					and 110,000 have died. In Japan, around 8,000 people have been infected and more
					than 100 have died. That is the current situation. 

				
				
					This coronavirus infection has become a pandemic and the situation is growing more
					and more critical. So first, I would like to ask your impressions after seeing the
					current state of Japan and the rest of the world. What are your views? 

				
				
				

					SHAKYAMUNI BUDDHA 

				
				
					The current situation might mean that you can’t build the future as an extension
					of the present. I think the current pandemic is revealing that popular and mainstream
					things will come to a dead end. The question is how long people will be able to survive
					hiding away in their homes. The ongoing situation is like life on board a submarine,
					so I don’t think they can survive hidden forever. 

				
				
					I get the feeling that the time has come for them to stop and think. If this world
					is too comfortable to live in, people will consider this worldly way of life to be
					right and be contaminated by that value system. One significant thing about this
					current disaster is the power to stop the values and public opinions that are rampantly
					spreading in the world like a virus. Things that had been approved can no longer
					be done. In a sense, humans are being given an opportunity to reform themselves.
					

				
				
				
					Now is an age when you must

					consider the meaning of death

				
				

					A 

				
				
					We have been leading up to this moment ever since the virus began spreading globally
					from sometime around the end of last year and the beginning of this year. What do
					you foresee happening to the world as we move forward? 

				
				

					SHAKYAMUNI BUDDHA 

				
				
					Hmm… It will probably become a world ruled by death. I believe you are entering an
					age when all of you will have to think about death. Hospitals have already reached
					the limit of their ability, so you will witness with your own eyes the prides of
					the modern age, namely medicine, science, and technology, be helplessly defeated.
					People will have to consider the meaning of death and will likely feel their own
					death close at hand. 

				
				
					You never know who will get pneumonia from the virus and die tomorrow. In the near
					future, television personalities, politicians, business leaders, and other well-known
					figures will die one after another. Seeing this, people will surely realize that
					everything is passing by. It is an undeniable fact that an age will begin in which
					not a single worldly power will be effective. 
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