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PRAISE FOR LIVING THE RV LIFE


“If you are considering full-time RVing (and even if you’re not), the words ultimate guide absolutely describe this book. It is remarkably comprehensive, breezily written, accurate, honest, and inspiring. Marc and Julie have captured the true essence of the RV experience gained from firsthand knowledge. I can’t think of a better way to start your next life journey than first traveling through this book with the Bennetts as your copilots.”

—Don Cohen, founder and editor-at-large of WinnebagoLife.com

“No one is more passionate about the RV lifestyle than the Bennetts, who have long been driven by a desire to share what they’ve learned. This book contains essential information for anyone contemplating a transition to RV life.”

—John Johnston, associate editor of Family RVing magazine, the official publication of the Family Motor Coach Association

“The RV lifestyle is enticing, but the thought of hitting the road in an RV can be overwhelming for even the most adventurous spirit. That’s where Marc and Julie’s book really helps. There’s no substitute for personal experience, but Living the RV Life is loaded with insight and information from two people who’ve ‘been there, done that.’ It tackles not only the nuts and bolts of RVing but includes the emotional aspect of leaving it all behind and how you can make new friends out on the road. Whether you’re a weekend warrior or a full-time RVer, Living the RV Life is an easy-to-understand road map for navigating the rough patches and successfully enjoying the RV lifestyle.”

—Rick Kessler, managing editor of RVBusiness

“Hitting the road in an RV is stressful enough but imagine doing it permanently! Marc and Julie have written the full-time RV opus providing an informative, detailed, and inspirational guide for dreamers and realists alike. If RV living is even a remote possibility in your life, this is the single best place to start that journey.”

—Mark Koep, founder and CEO of CampgroundViews.com

“What an excellent resource for anyone looking to transition into or learn more about the RVing lifestyle! Marc and Julie share their knowledge on a wide array of topics, from the basics of RVing and how to keep in touch with people on the road, all the way to how to plan your trips and where to stay. You’ll be amazed by the amount of detail in this book, and by the time you’re finished, you’ll be ready to hit the open road!”

—Melanie Carr, vice president of Escapees RV Club

    “We learned most of what we know about RVing the hard way . . . by trial and error. If we’d had a resource like Marc and Julie when we started RVing, we’d surely have avoided a lot of those early headaches. Now, after more than fifteen years of full-timing, we sure do recognize good RVing advice when we see it. Marc and Julie are a wealth of knowledge, skilled at relating it, and incredibly generous in their efforts to help others avoid the early mistakes so many of us made. Their guide is a great way to learn if RVing is right for you, and get off to a smarter start.”

—Peter & John of TheRVgeeks.com

“Marc and Julie Bennett’s passion and expertise will help you explore and navigate the fascinating and always exciting world of RVing. Living the RV Life is a remarkably complete and well-constructed guide—it’s the best copilot you could have as you get ready to hit the road!”

—Curtis Coleman, founder of RVillage.com

“Julie and Marc share their experiences as full-time RVers with passion and enthusiasm, answering most of the common questions and concerns many of us longtimers constantly field. We’re thrilled to see a modern book of this caliber hit the shelves so we can refer folks to a solid resource written for those approaching the RV lifestyle, regardless of their age or background.”

—Cherie Ve Ard & Chris Dunphy of Technomadia.com

“A comprehensive guide for those considering the RV lifestyle. If you’re feeling sick, you want a qualified doctor. If you’re feeling hungry, you want a real chef. And if you’re interested in the RV lifestyle, you want the Bennetts. Not only do Marc and Julie live the RV lifestyle on a daily basis but they write a great book too. They cover everything you want to know—as well as everything you need to know—to live life on the road. Highly recommended.”

—John Toffler, editor of RVReviews.net

“As a former full-time RVer and current full-time member of the RV industry, I know the lifestyle comes with a learning curve. This book has all of the answers and more, and I can’t think of anyone better suited to share this knowledge than Marc and Julie Bennett. There’s nothing quite like the freedom of the open road. Hit the pavement with confidence—and keep this book in your glove compartment.”

—Jeff Shelton, owner of Wholesale Warranties

“A home run! Marc and Julie will help put your dreams on a fast track and inspire you to explore the possibilities of living a richer and more meaningful life. An honest must-read for all RV enthusiasts and anyone considering the RV lifestyle. This book will get you well on your way.”

—Alan Warren of The RV Show USA

    “An excellently written compilation of essential RV information. Marc and Julie deliver what might otherwise have been dry and drab with the kind of exuberance and sheer joy of life quite naturally reflective of their own beaming personalities.”

    —Anthony Nalli, creator and star of The RVers

“Warning: this book will bring out your inner RVer; it could change your life forever. If you want to learn from the best, dive in and get some RVLove. Marc and Julie are true veterans of the road; they show us how to make full-time RVing possible. Hands down the best RV lifestyle book ever published.”

—Sean Nichols, COO of Battle Born Batteries

“Working with Marc and Julie over the past few years has been such a pleasure. It’s inspiring to follow their story and witness their evolution from interested RVers to full-blown RVing experts. They embody the RV lifestyle, and their stories give others the knowledge and courage to take the next step and embrace the adventure that is life on the road.”

—Mary Willkom, public relations/communications manager of Lippert Components

“Julie and Marc have created the ultimate guide for anyone wanting to lead an unconventional and meaningful life on the road. I love their rawness and honesty in sharing their personal stories and also the way they’ve dealt with the practicalities and realities of RV living. I know it will inspire millions of people to live the life they’ve always dreamed of.”

—Carolyn Tate, author of The Purpose Project

“We were beyond excited to hear RVLove was writing this book about the RV lifestyle, and we are honored to be a part of this incredible project and share our story with them. RVLove provides wonderful content, education, humor, and reality in all of their material, and we can’t think of a better RV duo to write such a helpful piece of literature to share with the world through this book.”

—Marissa and Nathan Moss of Less Junk < More Journey

“If you are thinking about or have already made the plunge into the mobile life with an RV, this book is for you. You’re getting guidance from folks who have been actively RVing, with experiences about what to watch out for and how to get the most enjoyment from your adventures. Use this book to enhance your experiences and fulfill your dreams of enjoying your RVing life. Above all, be safe out there!”

—Bruce Hopkins, VP of standards, RV Industry Association
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DEDICATION


    To all those who lead “normal” lives, in the hope you may be brave enough to choose a new road that leads to more freedom and fun . . . and embrace the inevitable twists and turns as part of the adventure.
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PREFACE


G’day! We’re Marc and Julie Bennett. We’re a married couple in our forties who lived a regular life in Colorado until June of 2014, when we sold our home, bought an RV, and hit the road to live, work, and travel full-time. Since then we have visited all fifty US states, plus Canada, Mexico, and Australia, and have no plans to stop anytime soon.

We found a way to unplug from society’s definition of “success” and created our own, redesigning our lives around what we wanted—more freedom, love, and travel. We started a blog and a YouTube channel called RVLove and began sharing our journey.

Since hitting the road we’ve driven more than 40,000 miles in our RV, seen incredible places, and met more amazing people than we ever imagined. We’ve summered in Maine, wintered in the Arizona desert, hiked Colorado’s Rocky Mountains, parasailed in the Florida Keys, cruised around Alaska, driven into Canada, and walked across the border into Mexico. We even spent a month in Australia, working at night and playing by day, swimming at beaches, exploring tropical rainforests, and snorkeling the Great Barrier Reef.

That’s a lot of travel in a short time, and we’ve managed to do all this while still working full-time. No, we’re not retired or wealthy! When we met in 2010, we were both starting over, rebuilding ourselves after life had knocked us down. Julie, an Australian, packed two suitcases and moved to America solo after her life and business imploded during the global financial crisis. A Colorado native, Marc was divorced and looking for a more compatible partner to share life’s adventures with. We met on eHarmony, married in 2011, and started building a new future together in a modest townhome in the suburbs of Denver. We worked regular jobs, had two cars, took weekend road trips, and enjoyed annual vacations. Life was good, but daily stresses, big-city traffic, and Marc’s health challenges slowly took their toll.

    Like most Americans, Marc didn’t get much vacation time from his job, and the effects of stress showed up in the form of physical, nerve-related illnesses. Something had to change, so we decided to start our lives over again . . . on the road! Now, we’ve been living in an RV longer than we lived in a regular home.

Through our RV life we found a way to lower stress, increase connection, and experience more adventure and travel, all while earning a living and saving for retirement. We reprioritized our goals, downsized our stuff, and took a leap of faith that changed our lives. It is absolutely doable, and we believe just about anyone can do this, if they really want it.

When we think back to when we first started—how little we knew, the time we spent planning and learning, the ups and downs of the emotional journey—we remember how confusing and overwhelming it was. Back then there were limited resources available, which is why we’ve been so passionate about sharing our journey to make the road smoother for others. Our blog and YouTube channel grew to the point where Marc was able to quit his job so we could focus on RVLove full-time. Since then we’ve created a ton of resources to help others learn how to successfully launch into their own RV life, including our online courses at RV Success School.

RVing has opened doors we never could have imagined. It’s been a life-changing journey of epic proportions, and we hope this book inspires you to live your own RV adventures, starting now!
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INTRODUCTION


If you’ve been searching for ways to bring more freedom, fun, and travel into your life, you’ve come to the right book! We believe RVing is a fantastic way to live that offers all this and more.

In this book we’ll share what the RV life is all about, what it offers, and just about everything you need to know to get you on your way. Many people are interested in RVing, but they get discouraged by what they see as obstacles—financial considerations, family, career, etc. But what if you didn’t have to wait until retirement to go on long trips? What if you could find a way to live (and travel) on just about any budget? What if you could live an adventurous life while still working and parenting? Our goal is to show you how to make your RVing dreams a reality so you can start living these adventures sooner rather than later!

Life on the road is not all sunshine and rainbows, epic hikes, and national parks. We still wash dishes, work, and pay taxes. But when you’re doing these things while living a fulfilled, adventurous life, they seem a lot easier to manage. We’ll give you a solid, honest overview of what to expect—the good, the bad, and the in-between—and share the stories of a wide range of people living the RV life to help you decide if it’s right for you.

It’s a big life change, with many personal, financial, emotional, and practical considerations that need to be addressed. And we’re here to walk you through them. Each chapter will better prepare you for the road ahead and help you get from where you are to where you want to be.

As you make your way through this book, you’re going to have a lot of questions, and we’ll have plenty for you too! We recommend that you take notes as you go along and start creating an action plan to keep you on track.

And while there’s a lot to learn before, during, and after you hit the road, you’ll find that this book offers loads of practical information, guidance, and useful resources to help you navigate the journey. Because it is a journey, and one that will take you to places that you never even imagined—around the country, throughout the world, and within yourself.

Are you ready? Buckle up! You’re in for one heck of a ride!
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PART 1


GETTING STARTED

With the promise of more travel, exciting adventures, better weather, and the chance to meet interesting new people, it’s not surprising that the full-time RV lifestyle is becoming so popular. In Part 1 we’ll cover what the RV lifestyle is all about and help you decide if it’s for you—whether part-time or full-time. Next, we’ll cover how to set yourself up for success when it comes to prep and planning. Then we’ll introduce you to the different kinds of RVs to choose from and help you understand what features are important to have. Let’s start by taking a peek at what an RV lifestyle can look like.
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CHAPTER 1


LIFE ON THE OPEN ROAD

What’s It All About?

“On your journey through life, make sure your biography has at least one extraordinary chapter.”

—Unknown

Unless you know people living as full-time RVers or you’ve already spent time reading, learning, or watching videos about them, you probably don’t know much about full-time RVing—yet. Why do people decide to uproot their lives to move into a home on wheels? Do RVs really break down a lot? Let’s find out the answers to these questions and more, and then take a fun quiz to see if the RV life might be a good fit for you.


WHAT IS FULL-TIME RVING?


Full-timing in an RV generally means you live full-time—and likely travel—in a recreational vehicle, usually without having a physical home base to return to. Some full-time RVers travel extensively, while others may travel less often, spending multiple months in one location or area. Many sell everything to hit the road and some still own a home that they may leave vacant, rent out, or leave with a housesitter or family member to take care of, and may eventually plan to return to.

On the other hand, part-time RVers split their time between living in a traditional home and an RV, usually to escape cold winters or summer heat, or simply to travel more—they are often called snowbirds or sunbirds. They live in their RV seasonally or for extended periods, not just for weekends or vacations.

More than a million people (including us) have made an RV their home (and often their only home). And whether it’s a motorhome, fifth wheel, or travel trailer, living in an RV gives you the freedom and flexibility to move anywhere, anytime—to have new experiences, meet new people, and see much more of the country and the world than you would if you lived in a stationary “stick and brick” home.

Let’s take a deeper look at what’s behind people even considering this lifestyle, and why it’s becoming so popular.

WHY ARE PEOPLE CHOOSING THE FULL-TIME RV LIFE?

Until fairly recently, living in an RV full-time was considered something some people did when they retired—and usually only for a handful of years before age or health slowed them down. People assumed younger folks who were still working only had an RV for family vacations and weekend getaways. But today those ideas are being turned on their heads as the movement changes minds and public perception.

THE AMERICAN DREAM, REIMAGINED

Every year, thousands of people are waking up to the fact that the American Dream might not fit their idea of a great life. Go to college, get a good job, get married and have a family, buy a home and two cars, save for retirement, and live the good life once you hit sixty-five—it works for some people, but not everyone. Not only does that send us the message that you have to wait until retirement to travel and really enjoy your life, but the truth is, the so-called American Dream has more people working longer and harder and trading their valuable time, health, and lives for money and material goods. And all that hard work and stress aren’t necessarily getting people any closer to what they seem to really want in life: happiness and freedom.
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You, and only you, are responsible for your future and, indeed, your own happiness and freedom. And while that’s an uncomfortable—even scary—thought for some people, it’s also incredibly liberating to realize that you actually do have a choice in how you live your life.

You get to decide what security, success, health, and happiness mean to you. You get to design your life on your own terms. Unfortunately, you’re not encouraged to do that by most people around you—your employers, peers, family, friends, and authorities—so it’s up to you to start asking different questions and looking for different answers—that is, if you want to change the course of your life and head in a new direction that is more exciting and rewarding for you.

“Normal is getting dressed in clothes that you buy for work, driving through traffic in a car that you are still paying for, in order to get to a job that you need so you can pay for the clothes, car, and the house that you leave empty all day in order to afford to live in it.”

—Ellen Goodman, American journalist

Perhaps the idea of a “normal life” is becoming less appealing, as has been the case for us and thousands of others. Every day more and more people are choosing to step out of the box, explore new ways to live, increase their independence, and find—or, more accurately, create—their freedom. It’s liberating to give yourself permission to redefine your life, reinvent yourself, and create your own new measures for success and happiness based on what is most important to you.

ASKING YOURSELF TOUGH QUESTIONS

If you feel unsettled and are longing for an adventurous RV life, take an active approach and ask yourself some big, important questions about what makes you happy. Is that big house, new car, latest iPhone, or 70-inch TV really your ultimate goal in life? Are those things actually making you happy?

What about your finances? Of course, paying for all of these toys and gadgets on credit can be way too easy! Accumulating more material stuff, thinking that it will make you happy, can almost be addictive. The problem is that the debt that can go along with these “upgrades” to your life causes a great deal of stress—and a feeling of entrapment that is hard to escape. You have to work to pay for the things you bought.

The truth is, many people are locked into this type of system, and often, everyone else around them has bought into it as well. Perhaps you were brought up this way, too, and you didn’t know any different. There’s no one to blame. It’s just the way things are, and it’s been that way for many years.

“So many people say ‘you’re living my dream,’ but most don’t do anything about living their own. If more people spent even just a little time looking into it, they would realize this dream is a lot more achievable than they ever imagined.”

—Julie Bennett, coauthor of this book

But eventually you may reach your own tipping point and start asking yourself some honest questions, with an inner dialogue that goes something like this:

    What am I doing? My life isn’t working for me anymore. I’m not happy. It seems like I’m constantly busy, stressed, getting sick, overwhelmed, and feeling unfulfilled . . . and so is everyone else around me. Is this all there is to life? When do I get to LIVE? Do I really have to wait until I’m sixty-five!? Aaarrrggghhh!

These feelings of confusion, unhappiness, and unrest can make your life pretty uncomfortable. Why not get honest with yourself, challenge “the norm” and the way we’ve all been taught is “the right way to live,” and start to consider your alternatives?

A GROWING MOVEMENT

More than a million people in North America have already found a better way to live that works for them. According to the Recreation Vehicle Industry Association (RVIA), as of 2018 almost 10 million US households own an RV, but these are mostly used for recreational purposes—on weekends and during the precious little vacation time most Americans get from their jobs—on average just a couple of weeks a year. While this type of recreational and vacation RVing isn’t anything new, the idea of living full-time in an RV has been around for decades but has become increasingly popular in recent years. There is no formal organization or entity that tracks (or is likely even able to track) the true number of full-time RVers—because the number changes daily, many are constantly on the move, and some even live off the grid—so the number is impossible to report with any accuracy. However, it is equally impossible to ignore the trends that are fueling the growth of the full-time RVing movement: advancements in cellular technology enabling remote work and affordable, accessible connectivity; record RV shipments for the eighth consecutive year (according to the RVIA, more than 500,000 units were shipped in 2017); and rapidly growing social media interest groups about full-time RVing.

A large and fast-growing community—roughly estimated at between 1.3 and 1.8 million people—choose to live, travel, and often work from their RV full-time as their primary residence. And millions more do it part-time or seasonally—for three to six months at a time—to escape the cold winters, usually from the northern US and Canada.

    Solo travelers, couples, and families alike—of all ages—are hitting the road in droves. This more nomadic type of lifestyle can be difficult for many people to understand because it’s so . . . not normal! Who are these people really? Let’s find out.

WHO’S LIVING THE FULL-TIME RV LIFE?

It can be easy to make assumptions about the kinds of people who would choose to live in an RV, whether it’s a motorhome or truck and trailer—but these stereotypes are largely inaccurate. Sure, some RVers are retired—but some work remotely, while others are creating new businesses from the road. Some do “work camping” or have young families. RVers come from all financial backgrounds—some stay in upscale RV parks, others camp in more modest campgrounds, and some spend their time “boondocking”—also known as dry camping—off the grid without being connected to utilities. Some may park their RV in one place to use as a permanent residence, while others use it to travel and explore the country or even the world.


RV TERMS TO KNOW

boondocking: Staying in your RV when not hooked up to water or electricity, especially on open land in more remote locations. Also called dry camping, free camping, wild camping, and camping off the grid.

work camping: Also known as workamping, this can mean full-time or part-time paid work or volunteer work in return for a free campsite (usually with utilities) and sometimes wages.



They may be of different ages and life stages, come from different walks of life, have differing financial means, and have different reasons for doing it, but they can be found living all around North America—and the world.

Here are some examples of the kinds of people you might meet over the years—people who willingly chose to “give it all up” for life on the road in an RV:

[image: Image] Millennials looking for ways to travel and explore various career options on their quest for more meaning and adventure (while staying digitally connected).

[image: Image] Baby boomers seeking an affordable, exciting way to enjoy their retirement, take their pets along, be of service by volunteering, and visit family while seeing the country.

[image: Image] Pre-retirees looking for ways to start easing into retirement by transitioning their careers to working remotely, perhaps with part-time hours or by consulting for their employers.

[image: Image] Gen Xers wanting to take their jobs on the road to work remotely or start a business that supports their desire for more balance, freedom, and travel, while saving for retirement (that’s us!).

[image: Image] Burned-out career professionals trying to reduce their stress and reclaim their health and life by taking an extended road trip to hit the reset button.

[image: Image] Families aiming to reconnect and spend more time together, share adventures, and create memories, often while homeschooling their kids so they can learn via real-world, hands-on experiences.

[image: Image] People considering relocation and wanting to travel around the country while they explore and research new places to set down roots.

[image: Image] Those wanting to simplify their life, reduce debt, and save for their financial future and goals.

[image: Image] Those wanting to embrace minimalism, live frugally, and increase their independence and self-sufficiency while living off the grid.

What do they all have in common?

1.  They all have a desire to unplug from society’s “normal” way of life and take more control over their lives, creating their own definition of happiness and success.

2.  They all want to experience more travel and freedom.

3.  They are open to achieving these goals through an RV lifestyle.

RV LIVING VERSUS REGULAR HOME LIVING

As you consider RV living, it can be helpful to know what won’t change as well as what will. Let’s talk about some of the similarities and differences between RV living and living in a regular home.

WHAT’S SIMILAR?

There are more similarities between living in an RV and living in a regular home than you might expect.

[image: Image] RVs have basic necessities: Many standard aspects of a regular home are also in a home on wheels: four walls, a roof, and a floor, to start! Most RVs—certainly the ones you would probably want to live in—come with a kitchen counter and sink, refrigerator, stovetop, microwave and/or convection oven, and sometimes even a regular oven. You’ll also have a toilet and shower, bed, closet, storage cupboards, sofa, dining table, seating, and anywhere from one to four TVs!

[image: Image] RVs can be very luxurious: Many “upgrades” are also available in RVs, such as a washer/dryer, dishwasher, residential fridge/freezer with ice maker and water purifier, entertainment system, bathtub, in-floor heating, and much more.

You can easily connect to electricity, water, and sewer when hooked up at an RV park or campground, so the RVs that many people choose to live in are actually very comfortable, and a lot of us aren’t roughing it as much as you might think! You can have all of your basic needs met, and often much more, when living in an RV.


WHY WE LOVE RVING

“The RV lifestyle enables us to do the things we want, in the places we want to be, with the people we want to be with.”


Tom, 32, and Cait, 28

FULL-TIME RVERS SINCE SEPTEMBER 2015

Website: www.mortonsonthemove.com

YouTube: Mortons on the Move

Instagram: @mortonsonthemove

Facebook: Mortons on the Move
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AFTER GRADUATING FROM COLLEGE, GETTING GOOD-PAYING corporate jobs (Cait in business IT, Tom in electrical engineering), getting married, and buying a house, we found the “American Dream” wasn’t working for us. We felt stuck in a programmed life—in our house, our jobs, our daily commute, and Michigan’s long, gray winters. We wanted to move but didn’t know where, as we barely had enough vacation time to visit family for the holidays, let alone explore. We wanted to change our jobs but didn’t know what we wanted to do, and the dream of starting our own businesses seemed untouchable. Our five-year plan was mapped out, unexciting, and seemed like someone else’s life.

The idea of full-time RV life came to us on our way back from a trip to Florida, while driving two hours home from the airport in a typical Michigan blizzard, wishing there was a way for us to work remotely from wherever we wanted. We drove by an RV dealership and Tom said, “Don’t people live in those?” By the time we got home, we’d decided we were going to sell everything and move into an RV! It seemed to solve all of our problems so we could explore the country, avoid winter, follow the sun, focus on our health, and find rewarding work by starting our own businesses.

While the idea of selling everything and finding freedom on the open road was exhilarating, we also wanted to be responsible. We did extensive research and budgeting to figure out how long we could travel without hurting our financial future. Fortunately, besides our mortgage we were debt-free. We bought a used RV and truck to avoid having any debt or monthly payments once we hit the road. We determined we could RV for about two years without making any money so we could redesign our lives: start our own businesses, see the country, and have the adventure of a lifetime!

It took a year and a half to get ready. We sold our house, cars, most of our furniture and possessions, two horses, and we even sent our cat to live with Cait’s parents. We hit the road with our two dogs, Mocha and Bella, and became “Mortons on the Move.”

Today we are thriving in the RV lifestyle with no end in sight! We’ve found multiple streams of income—from odd jobs off Craigslist to remote contract positions. We started several businesses that enable us to work remotely, including a blog and YouTube channel to document our adventures and educate others, an e-commerce store, and a digital media company.

Our RV life has opened doors we’d never dreamed about, introduced us to many dear friends we would never have met, and allowed us to see more places and have more adventures than we ever could have had in our previous life. Our new five-year plan is full of adventures and unknowns—and that sounds perfect to us!



WHAT’S DIFFERENT?

Clearly, some things aren’t the same. For example:

[image: Image] RVs are smaller: One of the biggest differences between an RV and a regular home is the size. RVs are almost always much smaller than regular homes (the exceptions being very small apartments and tiny homes). However, the design, layout, and storage are usually much more efficient in an RV, to make the best use of the space.

[image: Image] RVs can move: Of course, one of the best things about living in an RV is that you can move it! Travel becomes part of your everyday life, and you have the ability to change location whenever you choose, to optimize weather conditions or visit a new place.

[image: Image] RVs help you reconnect with nature: An RV gives you the ability to live off the grid for days or weeks at a time, which can be very liberating, as it allows you to stay out in nature with all the comforts of home—but without being plugged into utilities.

BUSTING COMMON MYTHS AND MISCONCEPTIONS ABOUT THE RV LIFESTYLE

There are many misconceptions and incorrect assumptions about RVing floating around. Let’s put some of those into perspective.

MYTH #1: RVS ARE EXPENSIVE

Though it is true that some luxury RVs cost well over a million dollars, they are the rare exception, not the rule. We have met people who happily live full-time in RVs that cost under $10,000, and many who have spent $200,000 or more. However, the majority of full-time RVers we meet seem to have spent somewhere between $50,000 and $150,000 on their RV setup (including tow vehicle). And since most RVs have kitchens, bathrooms, and sleeping areas, you can often get a long-term loan with a monthly payment, just like a home mortgage. The type of RV you buy and how you choose to travel may vary, but you can RV on virtually any budget.

MYTH #2: RVS GET TERRIBLE MILEAGE AND COST A FORTUNE IN FUEL

While it is true that some RVs (in particular, larger motorhomes) get poor mileage compared to most passenger vehicles, it’s important to remember that you will probably not drive an RV like a passenger vehicle. You may drive your RV a few hundred miles and then stay in one location for days, weeks, or months at a time.

In addition, many full-time RVers tow a separate vehicle to use for errands and exploring, which will get better mileage and help average out fuel costs. It’s entirely possible to spend less on fuel traveling the country than you do now, living locally.

MYTH #3: RVS ARE TOO SMALL TO LIVE IN COMFORTABLY

Actually, some RVs are larger than small apartments, but even small RVs usually have well-designed, comfortable spaces that can provide everything you need. That, plus the fact that you are usually in locations with great weather and changing scenery, tends to make your space feel large, not confining. You may sleep and work inside your RV, but you tend to spend more time outdoors so you live in a much larger space that encompasses every area you travel to. By contrast, many people have never lived outside of their state, their city, or even the small town where they were born. If you ask us, that is living in a small space.

MYTH #4: RVS ARE ALWAYS BREAKING AND IN THE SHOP

Bad news travels faster than good news, and complainers love to be heard. So when somebody talks about how their RV keeps breaking or spends significant time in the repair shop, people will usually spread the story. Sure, things on RVs do break and need fixing, but it’s often only little things and many you can fix yourself if you’re handy. If you buy a decent-quality RV and take good care of it with regular maintenance, you can minimize many issues. Repairs and breakdowns are not uncommon, but can also be relative to usage.

Perhaps we’ve been lucky, but in the four-plus years (more than 1,500 days) we have been living in our RV full-time, we have needed to stay out of our RV for repairs for only about ten days, AND in almost every case we got to plan ahead and choose the days. That is a pretty small percentage of time, around 1 percent. And while some RVs might end up in the shop more than others, we believe most RVs spend the vast majority of the time being enjoyed. RVs are certainly not perfect, you will experience issues (just as you would in a home), and the frustration or stress of RV repairs will be amplified if you are new to RVing, or in an unfamiliar area.

MYTH #5: THE RV LIFE IS LONELY

While it can take time to build a community of friends on the road, we have found that many RVers, especially full-timers, are very open, friendly people. At the same time, you can choose to be as social or private as you wish. Technology makes it easy for you to stay in touch with people, and there are RVing groups you can join to meet others. And because people tend to spend more time outside; are less caught up in the stress and busyness of chores and other aspects of “regular” life; and often have more flexible schedules, there are more opportunities to be social and make new friends. You might find, as we did, that your RV life is much more socially active than your regular life was.

MYTH #6: PEOPLE WHO LIVE IN RVS ARE BROKE AND LIVE IN TRAILER PARKS

The many different types of people living in RVs may surprise you. While it is true that many people live in RVs, trailers, or trailer parks because it is more affordable than living in a traditional home or neighborhood, there are also plenty of folks who choose the RV life so they can travel in comfortable, modern, and even luxurious trailers and motorhomes—that can be just as nice or even nicer than many houses and condos—and stay in upscale RV parks.

MYTH #7: YOU CAN’T RV UNLESS YOU ARE RETIRED OR WEALTHY

The flip side of the previous myth is that you have to be rich and retired to begin full-time RVing. While we do meet a lot of financially comfortable people on the road, we have also met thousands who aren’t but have found a way to make the RV life work for them, regardless of their situation or financial means. Whether people sold their house to buy an RV, saved diligently, took their jobs on the road, or just found a way to be extremely resourceful with their limited funds, we never cease to be amazed and inspired by the many and varied ways that people make their RV dream a reality. You will find people who live on $700 a month and others who spend more than $7,000 a month, but most fall somewhere in between $2,500 and $3,500 per month. You can almost always find a way to make RVing work for you, no matter how much or how little money you may have.
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“Living the RV Life is a remarkably complete and well-constructed guide—it's the best copilot you could have as you get ready to hit the road!"
—Curtis Coleman, founder of RVillage.com

OURULTIM

fi X ;‘i& " ; 4"“\»‘ . "  0 £k ¥ d,;»‘
% aapt ‘W‘M' \ LR T\ o ( S T LR Ne






OEBPS/images/f0005-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/title.jpg
SYONE ,‘ 1;:\}@\"}‘. :
R S





