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Introduction


The bond between a father and his child is special and sacred. It takes great strength and selflessness to be a good father; to love unconditionally and without hesitation. DAD captures the joys—and the occasional frustrations—of fatherhood, with contributions from actors to athletes and presidents to poets.


Take a break from the blissful chaos of family life to read these poignant, funny, and insightful looks at fatherhood. From the elegant words of ancient scholars to Louis C.K.’s brutally honest assessment of his parenting skills, these quotes are sure to make you smile and remember: You are appreciated; you are admired; you are loved.




To a young boy, a father is a giant from whose shoulders you can see forever.


[image: Images] PERRY GARFINKEL, JOURNALIST [image: Images]


Every father bears a fundamental obligation to do right by their children.


[image: Images] BARACK OBAMA, 44TH PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES [image: Images]




My dad believed in me, even when I didn’t. He always knew I could do this.


[image: Images] TAYLOR SWIFT, MUSICIAN [image: Images]


Blessed indeed is the man who hears many gentle voices call him father!


[image: Images] LYDIA MARIA CHILD, WOMEN’S RIGHTS ACTIVIST [image: Images]




My father was the role model I looked up to. My dad was an entertainer, too. I patterned my life after him. He wanted me to do better than he did. He never sold a record in his life, but to me, he was still a rock star.


[image: Images] TRACY MORGAN, COMEDIAN [image: Images]




The last few weeks for me have been a very different emotional experience, something I never thought I would feel myself. And I find, again it’s only been a short period, but a lot of things affect me differently now.


[image: Images] PRINCE WILLIAM, DUKE OF CAMBRIDGE [image: Images]


“Father” is the noblest title a man can be given.


[image: Images] ROBERT L. BACKMAN, GENERAL AUTHORITY OF THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS [image: Images]




My father always told me, “Find a job you love and you’ll never have to work a day in your life.”


[image: Images] JIM FOX, PROFESSIONAL HOCKEY PLAYER [image: Images]


She has me so far wrapped around her finger, it’s dumb. She says “Dada” and I will walk through a cement wall to get to her. It’s crazy. . . . I love it. I truly worship that kid.
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It sounds so clichéd, but I never knew that life could be this fun and this great.


[image: Images] RYAN GOSLING, ACTOR [image: Images]


He that will have his son have respect for him and his orders, must himself have a great reverence for his son.
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My Father taught me how to be a man—and not by instilling in me a sense of machismo or an agenda of dominance. He taught me that a real man doesn’t take, he gives; he doesn’t use force, he uses logic; doesn’t play the role of trouble-maker, but rather, trouble-shooter; and most importantly, a real man is defined by what’s in his heart, not his pants.


[image: Images] KEVIN SMITH, ACTOR AND DIRECTOR [image: Images]




There are a couple of pictures of the two of us that are of great sentimental value. In one, he’s holding a bat in his left hand and has me comfortably balanced on his right shoulder. Some of the photos may be faded, but the memories of the happy times we spent together will always remain sharp and clear in my mind.


[image: Images] DOROTHY RUTH PICONE, DAUGHTER OF BABE RUTH [image: Images]




What I’ve realized is that life doesn’t count for much unless you’re willing to do your small part to leave our children—all of our children—a better world. Even if it’s difficult. . . . That is our ultimate responsibility as fathers and parents. We try. We hope.


[image: Images] BARACK OBAMA, 44TH PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES [image: Images]




Once you’ve been launched into parenthood, you’ll need all your best skills, self-control, good judgment and patience. But at the same time there is nothing like the thrill and exhilaration that come from watching that bright, cheerful, inquisitive, creative, eccentric and even goofy child you have raised flourish and shine. That’s what keeps you going, and what, in the end, makes it all worthwhile.


[image: Images] LAWRENCE BALTER, PSYCHOLOGIST [image: Images]


The father who does not teach his son his duties is equally guilty with the son who neglects them.
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Dad gave me two pieces of advice. One was “No matter how good you think you are, there are people better than you.” But he was an optimist too; his other advice: “Never worry about rejection. Every day is a new beginning.”
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Sometimes the poorest man leaves his children the richest inheritance.


[image: Images] RUTH E. RENKEL, WRITER [image: Images]


In my career there’s many things I’ve won and many things I’ve achieved. But my greatest achievement is my family. What matters is being a good father and a good husband—just being connected to family as much as possible. Being a dad is more important than football, more important than anything. I adore children. I love the fact our children are part of both of us. It’s one of the most amazing things ever.
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His father watched him across the gulf of years and pathos which always must divide a father from his son.


[image: Images] J.P. MARQUAND, WRITER [image: Images]


Being a father is certainly a task . . . but the best one that I could ever ask for. Being home, being with the family—that’s what it’s about.
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There is a mirror that is held up to me now. You have someone watching you. You have to lead by example.


[image: Images] JOHN KRASINSKI, ACTOR [image: Images]


The time not to become a father is eighteen years before a world war.
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The toughest part of parenthood has nothing to do with putting food on the table, clothes in the closet, or tuition money in the bank. The toughest part of parenthood is never knowing if you’re doing the right thing.


[image: Images] D.L. STEWART, NEWSPAPER COLUMNIST [image: Images]


Sons have always a rebellious wish to be disillusioned by that which charmed their fathers.
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A father carries pictures where his money used to be.


[image: Images] ANONYMOUS [image: Images]


The only way I can describe [fatherhood]—it sounds stupid, but—at the end of How the Grinch Stole Christmas, you know how his heart grows, like, five times its size? Everything is full; it’s just full all the time.


[image: Images] MATT DAMON, ACTOR [image: Images]




I didn’t think it was going to be this fun. But everything just gets heightened when you have a baby. The volume gets turned up on life. I never knew I could be this happy, and that’s the truth.


[image: Images] JIMMY FALLON, COMEDIAN [image: Images]


It is a great moment in life when a father sees a son grow taller than he or reach farther.
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What was silent in the father speaks in the son; and often I found in the son the unveiled secret of the father.


[image: Images] FRIEDRICH NIETZSCHE, GERMAN PHILOSOPHER [image: Images]


My dad kept giving me “love pats.” Love pats are soft punches of encouragement that are administered on the knee, shoulder, and arm.
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I always tell

my kids, “You know
what? The biggest thing

you can have in life
1S passion.”

WAYNE GRETZKY,
PROFESSIONAL HOCKEY PLAYER
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