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Introduction

Are granny squares old-fashioned? No way, José! On the contrary, they are actually on trend and really hip. It only depends on what you do with these cute crochet squares, what yarns and colors you use, and how cleverly you combine them.

In the detailed section Crochet: The Basics, you’ll find plenty of background knowledge about crocheting the small square, as well as interesting facts and information about the creation of these timeless classics.

Although I used the same granny square for each pattern in this book, explaining in detail how to crochet it, the resulting looks are stunningly different. With various examples, I’ll show you not only how the choice of color and yarn changes the look of the same crochet square but also the way it is worked, with adding or skipping individual rounds or rows, as well as its shape, such as a basic square or triangle, or similar. Check out these suggestions, or simply rework the patterns. You’ll find instructions on how to make jackets and coats, tank tops and sweaters, summery tops and skirts, and accessories like scarves, wrist warmers, and bags—there’s something for everyone!

And here’s another tip: Since a granny square is easy to crochet, each pattern in this book is going to become your new dream project. Once you’ve caught the granny square bug, you’ll be hooked!

Most patterns are made from many small granny squares that will be sewn together later. As the squares won’t take up much space in your bag, you can easily take your crochet project on your way to work: For example, on the bus or subway in the morning, you can quickly crochet one or two squares as it doesn’t take much time at all. Each round is basically done the same way, so you soon won’t even need to take along any instructions. The pattern is as easy to memorize as it is to crochet. And if your journey to work is over before you finish your square, just stop and carry on crocheting later.

Enjoy working on your granny squares and be truly inspired!

Babette Ulmer
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History and the Basics
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Granny Squares

Granny squares are adorable, small crochet squares that you can assemble patchwork style to create all sorts of beautiful things. No matter whether you crochet them in a fabulous mix of bright colors or in monochrome, whether they look cheerful, elegant, or exciting—they are eye-catching throughout the seasons as a small detail of any of your outfits or as a building block for an allover design.


WHO INVENTED THEM?

Mrs. Phelps. A short answer to a question that was unanswered for a long time. In a publication, home economics icon Martha Stewart claimed that European settlers crocheted granny squares in their covered wagons as early as in the 17th century. Historians disagreed with that statement as crochet had been unknown at that time and pioneer women only knew how to weave or knit. Authors of German needlecraft books speculated that granny squares were a post-war invention—also wrong as there is plenty of evidence of older granny square patterns.

Crocheters interested in history browsed historical needlecraft books, always on the lookout for the first instructions for the crochet square that became such a global success. The oldest known find so far is a book called Art of Crocheting (1891) with an illustration of a granny square that bears an uncanny resemblance to today’s modern classic. However, only groups of two doubles were crocheted, instead of groups of three, as is mainly the case today.

In February 2022, Ruth and Joy, a mother-and-daughter team from New Zealand who ran The Yarn Queen, a yarn shop, announced exciting news in their blog: The crochet square didn’t appear in a needlework book for the very first time but in an agricultural magazine. On April 4, 1885, Prairie Farmer Magazine recounted a meeting of The Housewives Club, during which a certain Mrs. Phelps (no first name given) introduced a new pattern—a perfect granny square with groups of three, color changes in each round, and colorful tints in the middle, but always with a black edging.

It was supposed to be the basis for a crochet blanket, and Mrs. Phelps called it “pattern for a crazy afghan” (the latter was another term for a wool blanket in the 19th century), which referred to a modern quilting technique that involved assembling brightly colored patchwork with black velvet ribbon. So, the year 1885 was the beginning of the granny square’s success story.

In the last 138 years, granny squares became popular across the world. They are easy to crochet, you can take your crochet work with you wherever you go, and they are perfect for using up leftover yarn and experimenting with a variety of colors. You assemble the squares to create a plethora of granny square projects—from blankets and tops to jackets and sweaters in all sizes. Over the years the square’s original name changed to granny square. How that happened isn’t quite clear! Speculations abound: The simple pattern can be crocheted with failing eyesight or even when blind—hence the connection to the older generation. Grand-mothers seem to have the time and leisure to stitch the individual squares together, so the finished piece was credited to them. Another reason may be that everyone knows the striking crochet squares from their grandmothers as both simply have been around for ages.

All that aside, a big thank you to Mrs. Phelps! She clearly inspired the world of crochet and made it a lot more vibrant, even though the crazy afghan pattern turned into a granny square!
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Back to the 1970s

Since their invention at the end of the 19th century, granny squares have been a constant in the crochet universe. They were made all over the world, and every now and then there were small waves of success. During the Great Depression of the 1930s, granny square blankets proved to be a big hit, as they were made from yarn scraps and yarn recovered from unpicked pieces of knitwear—a great way to make something warm and add a little color in times of great poverty.

At the same time, granny squares appeared as parts of clothing, first as decorations, followed by the first dresses made entirely of crochet squares.

Their real boom, however, was in the late 1960s/early 1970s. With the hippie movement a new fashion style spilled over from the US to Europe: long hair, blue eye shadow, a wild mix of colors and patterns, bell-bottoms, tie-dye prints—and granny squares. The latter signified the hippies’ return to craftsmanship, their desire for a life, and therefore fashion, that wasn’t defined by the establishment. They had a soft spot for homemade and unique items, and a colorful granny square is flower power the stitched way—uncomplicated, bright, versatile, and incredibly cheerful.

While in the 1960s wool blankets, pillows, and even covers for toilet rolls were made from crochet squares (often in the highly popular color combination of brown, orange, and yellow), the focus in the 1970s shifted to garments. Granny squares represented flamboyant and unconventional tops, sweaters, vests, and dresses that were easy to make yourself even without much needlework experience. It was a bold, multicolored look that it still present at every party with a 1970s theme.
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GRANNY SQUARE JEWELRY

In miniature format, every crochet square turns into a piece of jewelry! The trick: thin yarn and thin hooks. The higher the yardage indicated on the ball band and the smaller the needle size, the tinier each individual square. Try it with colored cotton thread in three colors and a crochet hook below B-2.25. Simply crochet the first three or four rounds of any granny square, using a different favorite color for each round, darn the tails, and attach ear hooks—done!








Granny Squares Forever

With the end of the handicraft boom of the early 1980s, granny squares seemed to lose their appeal although they never disappeared completely. They are simply too versatile and too perfect for using up leftover yarns. You cannot imagine a TV show without a granny square style crochet afghan thrown somewhere on a sofa—whether Gilmore Girls, Big Bang Theory or Jane the Virgin, granny squares are a staple of any set that has to convey a cozy and homely feeling or a stage design that needs a cheery patch of color.

With their distinctive retro charm, granny squares appear nostalgic and endearingly old-fashioned. Needlework aficionados don’t give a hoot and tirelessly continue crocheting their squares: Between the year 2000 and today, at least one guide on the subject was published internationally every year. At the same time established haute couture fashion houses, ready-to-wear brands, and labels from all over the world started to show an interest in granny squares.
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