
      
         
            [image: cover image]
         

      

   



The Big Book of Boy Stuff

Bart King

Illustrations by Chris Sabatino

[image: Gibbs Smith Logo]



The Big Book of Boy Stuff

Digital Edition 1.0

Text © 2014 Bart King

Interior illustrations © 2004, 2014 Chris Sabatino

Cover illustration © 2014 n8w 

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced by any means whatsoever without 
                written permission from the publisher, except brief portions quoted for purpose of review.

This book makes mention of some activities that carry an element of risk or danger.
                Readers of the book are urged to make wise decisions and to consult prudent adults before
                engaging in some of these activities and projects. The author and publisher disclaim all
                responsibility for injury resulting from the performance of any activities described in this
                book. Readers assume all legal responsibility for their actions. 

I have relied on my own experience as well as many different sources for this book, and I
                have done my best to check facts and to give credit where it is due. In the event that any
                material is incorrect or has been used without proper permission, please contact me in care
                of the publisher so that the oversight can be rectified. 

Gibbs Smith

P.O. Box 667

Layton, Utah 84041

Orders: 1.800.835.4993

www.gibbs-smith.com

ISBN: 978-1-4236-3803-2
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Adult Introduction 




If you think a boy can turn to any page in this book and find something to do, laugh at,
        or think about, you’re right. 

I began work on this project by consulting writers from ages past. Starting with the
        perspective of an older time, I found a variety of suggested activities for boys that
        today’s safety-conscious culture can’t stomach—bottle-rocket wars at midnight, survival
        hikes, rifle practice with live ammunition, skydiving without a helmet, that sort of thing.
        Yet while I researched these works with wide eyes, I couldn’t help wondering whether (with
        the proper precautions) some of these dangerous activities were more
        preferable for a boy than, say, video games. 

A book by Boy Scouts founder and World War I veteran Sir Robert Baden-Powell described
        three indispensable elements of a boy’s world: “Fun, feeding, and
            fighting.” Although this sounds simplistic and rambunctious, my mind kept
        returning to that phrase: Fun, feeding, and fighting. 

As a longtime middle school teacher, I believe there is some truth to Sir Baden-Powell’s
        statement. (To his list, I would add a few more elements, like sports, noise, and a
        fascination with bodily functions.) If you give a boy a doll (oops, I mean “action
        figure”!), the odds are good that he’ll eventually use it as a sword or try to blow it up.
        So my hope is that the specters of social nicety and fear of litigation have been held at
        bay just long enough to infuse these pages with the spirit of true
        boyish fun. (But don’t worry; there are no references to bare-knuckle boxing or live ammo in
        here!) 

I hope the result is a book in which a boy may turn to any page and
        find something to do, laugh at, or think about. 

Just like you thought! 




Boy Introduction 




Maybe someone gave you this book as a gift. Maybe you don’t want to read it. Maybe you
        think this book stinks. 

Think again. 

Read this book. You’re going to like it. 


Trust me! 



            
            
            
            
        
Activities! 







            So, you’re looking for something to do, huh? Well, you’ve come to the right place. The
        best kind of fun is the fun you make on your own. Remember when you were a little
        ankle-biter and you’d make a fort by throwing a blanket or some old sheets over the couch?
        Or the time that you tied a garbage bag around yourself and slid down the snow-covered hill?
        And remember how you made your own jet plane and flew to Timbuktu? 

            [image: Illustration of boys building forts.]

            Before reading on, you must promise to use the following outstanding activities for good,
        not evil. Do you promise? Are your fingers crossed? Are your eyes crossed? Okay, then take a
        look below! I have listed the activities from the easiest to the most challenging. 

            [image: starburst icon]
         The Most Dangerous Dance in the World! Be careful when
        you learn the traditional Polish dance called the zbojnicke
        (djeh-BOHJ-nick-ee). That’s the one where the man swings an axe in circles above the ground
        and the woman has to jump over it, duck under it, and basically look out. Then
            she takes the axe! 

        
I Am an Idiot 

            This is probably the stupidest activity of all time. Because of this, it
        always cracks me up. 

            
            You need: to have the alphabet memorized
        



            Try to say the alphabet without moving your lips or your tongue at all. No cheating!
        Whenever I do this, every letter sounds exactly the same; try it for yourself. (Hey, I said
        I would start with the easy stuff. If you find this activity too challenging, you may want
        to put this book down and go eat a Popsicle.) 

        
Treasure Hunt in the Couch 

            For those on the lookout for spare change and cracker crumbs! 

            
            You need: a couch or sofa 



            If you are tough enough to brave the sight of lint, small toys, dirt, and crumbs, you
        might make enough money to buy a candy bar by playing this game. 

            Here’s what you do: Put on coveralls and plastic gloves. (Protective eyewear is optional.)
        Drag a garbage can over to the sofa. Now lift up one of the sofa cushions. Careful! You
        never know what kind of filthy varmint might be hiding down there! There could be
        cockroaches, or even that annoying kid from down the block. 

            Anyway, keep pulling up the cushions. As you find disgusting pieces of rancid and
        dried-out food, throw them out. If you find any clothes you’ve been missing, put them in the
        laundry. If that annoying neighbor kid is down there, send him home pronto! And finally, the
        treasure: nickels, dimes, quarters, maybe even dollars! Heck, maybe there’s a credit card
        down there! I just did this, and I made $1.35, so try this amazing game every few months or
        so and see what you come up with. 

        
Counterclock Wisdom! 

            
            You need: a friend 

            a couch or chair 



            Since you’re by the couch, have a friend take a seat. Then give him the following
        directions: 

            
	
            Tell your friend to cross his legs, with the right leg on top. 



	
            Then have him move the end of his right foot in a clockwise
                direction. 



	
            Finally, ask him to draw a “6” in the air with his right hand while he keeps
                rotating his foot clockwise. 






            Now watch—as soon as he draws the “6,” his foot will reverse direction! Act surprised,
        then say, “I must just be naturally coordinated!” 

            Now take your friend’s place on the couch and follow the same steps. But as you draw the
        “6” in the air, draw it from the bottom up. This lets you do the trick
        without your foot changing direction. (It also will show your friend how superior you are!) 

        
Mixed Martial Air Arts 

            
            You need: a long-sleeved shirt 

             a spastic attitude 

             a friend who’s wearing a long-sleeved shirt 



            If you and a friend are just sitting around killing time AND if you both have long sleeves
        on, try this. 

            Pull your arms in from their sleeves and hold them behind your back. 

            Then start twisting your body at the hip (sort of like playing with a hula hoop) so that
        your arm sleeves swing out and around. Once you and your friend get your arms swinging, it
        will look like the craziest fake fight of all time! 

            Be sure to do this out in public where you can blow people’s minds. (And you’ll get Extra
        Credit Points if either of you gets knocked out by an empty sleeve!) 

        
Talk the Cop Talk, Walk the Cop Walk 

            Looking for official police officer activities? Use the following
        information. 

            
            For Activity 1, you need: this book! 



            
            For Activity 2, you need: Krazy Glue 

             any box with a lid 



        
Activity 1 

            You’ve probably noticed that police officers have lots of codes and lingo that they use.
        Codes are not only practical, but they sound cool too. For example, if an officer is
        radioing in a suspicious license plate, he doesn’t say, “Run a check on license
            174 DBP.” The problem is that some letters sound like other things;
        in this license, D sounds like B and P, which could mess things up. (“One-Adam-12,
            did someone pee on your license plate?”)

            Instead, the officer might say, “Run a check on 174 Delta Bravo
            Papa.” This is cool cop talk that keeps things sensible! Here is the cop talk
        alphabet: 

            
        Alpha, Bravo, Charlie, Delta, Echo, Foxtrot, Golf, Hotel, India,
            Juliet, Kilo, Lima, Mike, November, Oscar, Papa, Quebec, Romeo, Sierra, Tango, Uniform,
            Victor, Whiskey, X-ray, Yankee, Zulu 
    

            Use these words to spell things out (“Please be advised that I would like some
            Golf-Uniform-Mike now”) as well as for general silliness. (“Dad,
        take cover! We have a Zulu alert! Repeat, a Zulu
            alert!”) 

        
Activity 2 

            Detecting fingerprints is one of the most important police tools there is. If you have
        ever wanted to do this yourself, here’s what you do. 

            Get a small box with a lid (a shoebox works great). Pour a small puddle of Krazy Glue on a
        piece of foil or waxed paper (or anything). Put that at one end of the box. Put the item you
        want to check for fingerprints at the other end of the box. This method will work best on
        hard, smooth items: anything glass, metal, or hard plastic will work, like a mirror or a
        knife blade. Make sure the lid is on tight. Leave the box in the sun for four to five hours.
        Come back and check for prints! (The molecules from the glue will get stuck to the greasy
        fingerprints!) 

            If you want to compare the prints to a suspect’s, have your suspect push their finger on
        an inkpad and roll their finger one time on a sheet of white paper. 

        
Kung Fu Egg 

            It’s time to use lightning-quick reflexes on an egg! 

            
            You need: an egg 

            a piece of aluminum foil 

            a glass 

            a playing card 



            Don’t use a hard-boiled egg for this trick; it’s more exciting if you don’t! The setup for
        this activity only takes a moment. You just need to make a foil-ring platform to hold up the
        egg. Cut or tear a rectangular piece of foil and make a ring with it that will support the
        egg with its fat end down. 

            Now fill the glass about two-thirds of the way with water. Put the playing card over the
        glass. Finally, set the foil ring and egg in the center of the card. 

            Practice a few good kung fu yells and moves! Scream, chop, and kick! Finally, approach the
        egg. With a show of great concentration, reach out your hand and quickly and sharply flick
        the card hard, so that it shoots off the glass. The egg will sink into the water, and it
        won’t even break! 

            [image: Illustration of activity above.]

            [image: starburst icon] Don’t try this activity with an ostrich egg! Ostriches lay the biggest
        eggs of any bird. One of their eggs could support your weight if you stood on it, and its
        contents are equal to 24 chicken eggs. 

        
Ring Finger! 

            Your volunteer is going to be making some pretty funny faces. 

            
            You need: a dollar bill 

            a volunteer 



            It’s impossible for most people to lift their ring finger from this position. 

            [image: Illustration of step above.]

            So here’s what you do! First, spread your hand out flat on a table, with your palm facing
        the table. Ask another person to do the same thing. Have the person imitate you as you raise
        and then lower each of your fingers individually, as shown at right. 

                 

            [image: Illustration of step above.]

            Now take out a dollar bill. Raise your hand and turn it, palm out, toward the other
        person. Bend down your middle finger. Have the other person do the same thing, then press
        your hands together, as shown at left. 

            Slip the dollar bill between your two ring fingers. Tell your subject he can have the
        dollar if he can lift his ring finger away from yours so that the dollar falls down to the
        table. (No cheating by just pulling the whole arm back or moving the finger to the side.) 

            The weird faces your volunteer will make are going to be priceless! 

        
Monster Teeth 

            This is the perfect thing to do if you are babysitting some young kids and
        want to scare them! 

            
            You need: an orange 

            a knife (careful!) 

            some kitchen scissors 



            Cut an orange from top to bottom into halves. (Be careful; if you cut your finger off,
        this isn’t as much fun.) Then cut the halves in half from top to bottom so that you have
        four quarters of an orange. 

            Peel one of the sections. Then take the orange peel and cut it lengthwise down the middle.
            Not all the way! Leave about 1/2 inch at each end. 

            Now you need to make the teeth. About every 1/4 inch on both sides of your first cut, make
        a 1/4-inch cut with your scissors. (These little cuts should be toward the edge of the
        orange peel.) 

            You’re ready! Turn the orange peel inside out, put it under your lips, and go look in the
        mirror. Most excellent! 

            [image: Illustration of activity above.]

        
Shooting the Air Ball 

            The coolest thing that you’ve never done! 

            
            You need: 2 heavy nonflammable objects 

            a blow-dryer 

            a Ping-Pong ball 



            Take the blow-dryer and place it between your two heavy objects. (Don’t block the
        blow-dryer’s intake vent with either of these.) Point the blow-dryer straight up. Then plug
        it in and turn it on to its highest setting. Now take your Ping-Pong ball and place it in
        the airstream about a foot over the dryer. Amazing! It should stay suspended in the air. If
        it doesn’t, try placing it farther up or down in the airstream. As gravity pulls down, the
        air pushes up, and the ball stays in the middle! 

            Now if you want to shoot your air ball, just go get the
            peashooter that you can design in the “Weapons!” chapter and have at it! 

        
The Primitive Phone 

            Yeah, you could use a real phone, but why? 

            
            You need: a couple of cans 

            some string or a long garden hose 

            2 funnels 

            some duct tape 



            I’m assuming you’ve probably already made a phone line by tying a piece of string between
        two cans. That is a really primitive phone, where the sound waves of your voices follow the
        string to the cans. 

            So let’s take it a step further. If you have an old garden hose (the longer, the better)
        lying around that your parents don’t want anymore, have your parents cut off the metal ends
        with a hacksaw. Stick one funnel in each end and tape them in place. 

            If you put one funnel up to your mouth and the other up to your ear, you can say something
        and then hear it a second or two afterward. Now give one end to your friend and have him go
        out of sight. Have secret conversations! Use the hose as the way to communicate with your
        hideout! 

        
Aren’t You Glad You Use Sundials? 

            Some people can tell the time by just looking at the sun, but even when I
        wear sunglasses, I can never see its numbers! 

            
            You need: a pencil 

            clay or Play-Doh 

            a flowerpot 

            a wooden stick (like a chopstick) 



            You know not to look at the sun, but there are ways to tell the time from the sun
            without looking at it! After all, people have used sundials for
        thousands of years to tell time. One way to make a sundial is to take a blob of clay and
        stick it in the bottom of your flowerpot. Then put your stick into the clay so that it
        stands straight up. It should stick up about 3 inches over the rim of the flowerpot; if it
        doesn’t, get a longer stick or a smaller pot! 

            To “set” your sundial, you need to put it in a place where the pot will be in the sun all
        day. Find a good area for it; once you set it, don’t move it again. Now, at the top of every
        hour, make a mark on the edge of the pot where the stick’s shadow is. Write down what time
        it is on the edge at that spot! 

            It may take a couple of days to get all the hours marked, but once you have, your sundial
        will be a pretty reliable clock that you made yourself! 

            [image: starburst icon] If you ever make a sundial in the classic shape, make sure that the
        piece that casts a shadow is pointing due north. Use a compass or just point it at the North
        Star. 

            [image: Boy (looking at sundial): Oh no! Late for class again! Sun: I feel used.]

        
Messin’ with the Homeys on the Three-Way 

            This works best if one of your friends calls you. You can have a three-way
        conversation with just one person! This is a great way to kill some time and have some
        laughs. Although it sounds simple, it works like a charm, and once you start doing it, you
        can’t stop! 

            
            You need: a phone 

            some acting ability 



            Your friend Ty calls you up and you’re talking with him. Suddenly, your friend hears
            somebody else in the room with you. This new person doesn’t seem to
        like Ty very much. From his end of the phone, Ty can hear the person who is with you say,
            “Is that Ty? I need to talk to that jerk! He owes me money!”
        

            Naturally Ty wants to know who is there, but you just apologize for the interruption and
        keep talking. You might even tell the person in the room with you, “Look, it’s not even Ty,
        okay? Just take it easy.” 

            Of course, you are that other person in the room. To make it seem
        like someone else is there, all you have to do is turn the phone receiver away from your
        mouth and extend your arm all the way away from you. Now turn your head in the opposite
        direction of the phone and yell out your comments. Don’t try to disguise your voice very
        much; just yell. 

            This works best if you do your yelling while Ty is saying something on the other line.
        Then quickly pull the phone back in and speak in a conversational tone. 

            If you think this is too simple to work very well, try it. It works
        like a charm! 

        
Land of Tattoos 

            Tattoos are fun, but the problem is that you eventually get tired of them. This is why
        many adults who get tattoos either have the tattoo removed or keep getting more and more of
        them. Temporary tattoos are the way to go, but sticker tattoos are for wussies. Here are a
        couple of ways to get tattoos that will be your own design. 

        
Sun Tattoos 

            Here comes the sun . . . and it’s going to tattoo you! 

            
            You need: the sun 

            a permanent marker 

            some sunscreen (optional) 



        
Method A 

            Use a permanent marker to draw your design on your belly, arms, legs, or back. After the
        ink dries, put on sunscreen and go have fun in the sun! 

            When you are done in the sun, soak some cotton balls in rubbing alcohol and clean off the
        marker ink. Voilà! There is a light tattoo of your design! If you don’t
        like it, just go out in the sun some more and tan over it! If you do like it,
            keep using marker on the design before going outside. 

            [image: Girl (to boy with a 'hot stuff' sun tattoo): Oh, please. Sun: I'm not impressed.]

        
Method B 

            Create your design, and then draw it on your body with a sunscreen that has a high SPF
        number (30 and higher should work.) This method is easier to clean up after, although it is
        harder to draw the tattoo with. 

        
Painted Tattoos 

            Just paint yourself and then hang out with some bikers! 

            
            You need: tempera paints (dry or wet) 

            small bowls 

            lotion 

            cotton swabs or paintbrushes 



            If your tempera paints are wet, just put the different colors into different bowls. If
        they are dry, put some lotion in the bowls first, then mix the tempera paint color into it
        until it looks right. 

            Once the colors are ready, start painting yourself! You can use cotton swabs,
        paintbrushes, or your fingers to make designs. Cover your face completely with designs! Go
        native! Take pictures! 

        
Freak Face 

            If you want to get absolutely wacky and you don’t mind a little
        discomfort, try this! 

            
            You need: school-supply-style rubber cement 

            a crazy attitude 

            a willingness to have a red face for an hour or so after the activity 



            (WARNING: Do NOT use Krazy Glue, model glue, or
            Elmer’s Glue for this activity. Use rubber cement ONLY.)

            This should be done in front of a mirror. Take the rubber cement. Apply a 1- to 2-inch
        band of it around your mouth, starting about 1/4 inch from your lips. Let it dry a little.
        Now turn your lips inside out and stick them to the rubber cement. You will be amazed at the
        effect! 

            The rubber cement will stick to itself, your lips will be flipped, and you will look
        completely insane! Try not to talk while you wander around scaring people, or your lips will
        come undone. When you’re done, gently pry your lips off your face and wash with soap and
        warm water. 

            If you don’t want to do your whole mouth the first time you try this, just do your upper
        or lower lip to get a feel for it. 

        
Secret Message Man 

            If you don’t know how to write in invisible ink yet, here’s how to do it! 

        
Method A (easy) 

            
            You need: white paper 

            a mirror 



            Get out a pad of paper and stand in front of a mirror. Practice writing while looking at
        the message in the mirror. It will seem weird at first because you will be writing
        backwards; the mirror reverses everything! 

            If you find this too hard, just sit down to write. Write your message in regular writing
        first. Then carefully write it on a separate sheet in reverse! Remember that
            everything must be reversed; the last word of the sentence becomes
        the first. The word is spelled backwards and written backwards. A “d” should look like a
        “b.” Once you’re done writing your secret message, nobody will be able to read it . . .
        except for someone who holds it up to a mirror (or who is dyslexic!). 

            If this gives you trouble, take a piece of paper and rub a layer of dark crayon or pencil
        lead on it. Then take another sheet of paper, set it on the colored sheet, and write with a
        ballpoint pen or sharpened pencil. The message’s reverse imprint will show up on the back. 

        
Method B (not hard) 

            
            You need: a raw potato 



            Take the potato and cut it in half. Using the cut end, write a message on the bathroom
        mirror. (I’ve always liked messages like “Prepare to die!”) The message
        is invisible. BUT when someone takes a shower next, the message will show up on the mirror
        because of the steam! Whoohoo! 

            [image: Illustration of the activity above.]

        
Method C (not much harder) 

            
            You need: lemon juice (or milk) 

            a small glass or jar 

            a cotton swab 

            white paper 



            First, pour the liquid into your glass. Mmmm, lemony! Now just dip
        the cotton swab into the liquid and then use the swab to write your message on the white
        paper. Dip the swab into the liquid again if it dries out. 

            Let your writing dry out; it should become invisible. When you are ready to read the
        message, hold it up to a strong light or fire; the words will magically appear! Another way
        to get the message to appear is to have an adult use an iron at low temperature to “iron”
        the piece of paper. Because lemon juice and milk darken when heated, the message shows up. 

            [image: starburst icon] If you ever want to read someone else’s message in
        a sealed envelope, spray the envelope with hair spray. It works pretty well! 

        
The Snorer 

            Re-create the adventure of snoring while still awake! 

            
            You need: a pocketknife 

            1 piece of wood about 8 inches long, 2 inches wide, and 1/4 inch thick 

            some string 



            If you have ever wanted to imitate the sound a snoring person makes, this is your lucky
        day! Take your pocketknife out and cut notches into the side edges of the wood. Then whittle
        the end to a point and bore or cut a hole there that you can run some string through. Tie
        the string off and leave about 3 feet to use as a handle. Then take it outside and spin it
        around your head in a circle. It should sound like a lumberjack in a coma! 

            [image: Illustration of the activity above.]

            [image: starburst icon] For a person to snore, gravity must pull down parts of the mouth and throat,
        which makes them vibrate. Astronauts report that in outer space, nobody snores. 

            
Intruder Alert 

            How to make your own burglar alarm. 

            
            You need: wood glue 



            
                Alarm A 4 small blocks of wood 

            2 small cans 

            some marbles 



            
                Alarm B a screw eye or an L-shaped metal
            bracket 

            a bell 

            some string 

            a staple gun 

            a piece of stiff wire 



            Here are two different ways to warn yourself that an intruder is coming in your room.
        Whether it’s little Timmy from down the street or a mean guy with a big knife, it’s nice to
        have advance warning! 

        
Method A 

            For the first method, glue or screw the blocks of wood onto the door as the illustration
        shows. Make sure that 1) they are wide enough to hold the cans, and 2) one can is high and
        close enough to tilt its marbles into the other one. Make sure you get this right! 

            Once your mounts are set, screw in the screw eye. Run a tightly wound string around the
        doorknob, through the screw eye, and into the upper can (which has marbles in it). You may
        want to put additional blocking around the upper can so that it doesn’t simply fall off its
        mount when pulled by the string. 

        
Method B 

            The second method is even easier. Screw your L-shaped metal bracket into the wall near the
        door. Hang your bell from it with the string. Staple a piece of stiff wire (like from a coat
        hanger) so that it lines up with the bell. Voilà! When the door opens,
        the bell is rung and you can be out the window before your mom can set down the milk and
        cookies! 

            [image: Illustration of the activity above.]

        
Fort Building 

            You’ve made forts out of the usual pillows and cardboard boxes. Now it is
        time for the ultimate fort! 

            
            You need: newspaper 



            
                Godzilla grocery bags 

            tape 



            
                Igloo 100 or more empty, clean milk jugs 

            duct tape 



        
Godzilla-Style Fort 

            Take about a dozen sheets of newspaper and crumple them into paper balls. (Don’t squish
        them too tightly.) Now fill a paper bag about three-quarters of the way up with the paper
        balls. Make sure to fill it evenly, but don’t wad them down into the bag. 

            Now neatly fold the top of the paper bag over and tape it shut. You should now have a
        large, light block. Make about 10 more of these and start building. These are perfect for
        making large structures that you want to walk through and destroy, like King Kong or
        Godzilla! 

        
Igloo-Style Fort 

            To do this, you’ll need a lot of plastic jugs . . . like, 100 or more. If your
        neighborhood recycles (like they should!), it will be easy to get some jugs from your
        neighbors. Make sure to wash them out so your igloo doesn’t stink. 

            Take 20 of the milk jugs and make a circle with them. The tops should face inward, the
        ends should face outward. Then remove four or five of the jugs from one spot. (This will be
        the bottom of your door.) Tape the jugs that are left in the semicircle together with duct
        tape. If you want a huge igloo, make the circle bigger. If you want a smaller igloo, start
        with 15 jugs. 

            Now, put another row of jugs on top of the first row. But bring it in a little bit, so
        that this row comes inward toward the inside of the circle. Tape them together and leave
        room for the door. Keep going for five or so rows. Each row should come inward and use less
        jugs than the one before it. 

            When you get to the sixth or seventh row, close over the top of the door. When you get to
        the very top, just tape that last jug in place, and be cool in your igloo. Ice,
            ice, baby! 

            [image: starburst icon] If you decide to tear the igloo down later, just untape and recycle it! 

        
Follow-Up Activity 

            Are you kidding me? You want a follow-up activity for a chapter called “Activities”? That
        would be “Hyper-Activity”! 

            [image: Illustration of a boys and an egg karate fighting.]




            
            
            
            
        
Dogs and Others! 







            Animals are the best! This chapter will focus on domesticated
        animals. These are the animals that make great pets. There are turtles, fish, mice, guinea
        pigs, cats, saltwater crocodiles, and many others. (Actually, I am just kidding about the
        cats.) I only have space to write about a few of these animals, so this chapter will focus
        on the one species of animal on the planet that has more varieties than any other. 

            I am talking, of course, about dogs. 

            Boys love dogs! Dogs are loyal, brave, friendly, and a pain in the
        butt, just like you! But before you get a dog of your own, there is something you have to
        do. 

            Don’t get a dog. 

            That’s right, don’t get a dog. Dogs live a long time, sometimes 15
        years or more. If you can’t commit to taking care of a dog for that long, DON’T
            GET A DOG. If your family is not going to help you take care of it, DON’T GET
        A DOG. If you can’t commit to giving the dog love, food, and exercise every day of its life,
        DON’T GET A DOG! If you’re going to be one of those jerks who ties his dog up all day, or
        ignores the dog as it barks at anything that moves because it’s bored out of its mind, then
            DON’T GET A DOG!! 

            [image: Illustration of a boy chasing after a group of dogs.]

            Okay, I’ve calmed down. If you are responsible and your family can
        keep a dog happy, then think about getting a dog. But should you get a
        male or female dog? Some people think that females are more obedient and easier to handle.
        Some people are wrong. Just think about your sister (or any girl) and you’ll see what I
        mean. And what about the dog’s age? Remember that if you get a puppy, that means you have to
        clean up the puppy’s dookie. You have to train the puppy and keep your temper when he drools
        on your cell phone. D’oh! 

            Save a dog’s life. There are lots of adult dogs at your local animal
        shelter that already need a home. The beauty of it is, most of these dogs are already
        housebroken! You can see their personality, plus the dog will be incredibly grateful to you.
        That’s because about 60 percent of the dogs at your local animal shelter eventually end up
        being “put to sleep.” Like I said, you really can save a life by
        getting a dog at the animal shelter. 

            [image: Dog (through bars): You've gotta get me outta here, kid!]

            Dogs come in so many sizes and personalities, you really need to do some homework to pick
        the right type for you. But the animal shelter has ALL kinds. Go take a look. If you get a
        puppy, make sure it’s more than eight weeks old. 

            Think about the size of your home and your yard when getting your dog, and be sure to ask
        the breeder or animal shelter worker a lot of questions before bringing home a dog. They
        should have questions for you, too. 

            Okay, so now you have a dog. Time to name it, right? Well, hold on a second! If you are
        going to name a dog (or even a cat), be original! Here is a list of the
        most popular names for dogs and cats in the United States. DON’T USE ANY OF THESE! Millions
        of pets already have these names: Max, Sam, Lady, Bear, Smokey, Shadow, Kitty,
            Molly, Buddy, Brandy, Ginger, Baby, Misty, Missy, Pepper, Jack, Bandit, Tiger
        (or Tigger), Samantha, Lucky, Muffin (or
            Muffy), Princess, Maggie, Charlie, Sheba, Rocky, Patches,
            Rusty, Buster, Casey, Sadie, Riley, and Midnight.
        Believe it or not, Fido and Rover don’t
        get used much. Hey, here’s an idea: if you get a dog that has bad breath a lot, just call it
        a “Germy shepherd”! (Sorry about that.) 

            Okay, now your dog has a name. What else? Well, maybe we should just ask the dog! 

            
        
A Very Special Message from Your Dog to You 

            Hey, it’s me. Why are you surprised? Heck, you taught me to
                speak, so why is it so amazing that I can write? Anyway, the nice man who
            wrote this book asked me to pass along a few things to you, so why
            don’t you try listening to me for once, huh, punk? (This is fun!
                Ruff!) 

            First of all, thank you for not tying me up in the backyard all
            day and night, like the people who live down the street do with
                their dog. That only makes a dog feel isolated and depressed .
            . . kind of how you would feel if you were tied up and all alone! 

            I do have a few bones to pick with you, though. You know how you sometimes yell at me
            for barking at cats and the mail carrier? I just wanted to remind you that I’M A DOG!
            It’s what I do! 

            Back to the “thank yous.” I really appreciate the fact that you
            trained me well. It sure saved my life the time I saw a cat (GRRR!)
            on the other side of that busy street. I would have been a goner if you hadn’t yelled,
                “Stay!” and I knew what to do. Thanks again! 

            Now for a question: You know how you say “Shake” and I shake your
            hand? Well, here’s a news flash: WE’VE MET ALREADY! Would you go up to your human
            friends every time you see them and say “Shake”? They would think you were a nutcake! 

            Thanks for letting me smell exciting things like pee and dirt when we go for walks. I
            see lots of dogs getting dragged along by their owners and not getting to stop for the
            best part of the walk: smelling dookie! 

            Well, that’s about it. Oh yeah, you know how there is something
            you blame on me when guests are around? Stop doing that. Everyone knows it’s you. 

            [image: Illustration of a pawprint.]

             Thanks again! 

             Your Dog 

 



        
Special Feature: Dog Safety Tips 

            Every year, over four million people in the United States are bitten by dogs. So beware,
        and please read the following very important information! 

        
Lesson 1: Train Your Dog! 

            Train your dog not to go berserk when a mail carrier comes to the door. Also, don’t allow
        your dog to bite the mail as it comes through the mail slot; this will only teach your dog
        to attack innocent envelopes. 

        
Lesson 2: A Strange Dog Approaches You! 

            Stand still with your hands at your sides. Pretend you are a tree until the dog leaves.
        Perhaps your “bark” will scare it away! (For obvious reasons, do not imitate a fire hydrant
        unless you want wet pants.) Practice this technique with a stuffed toy dog. If the stuffed
        dog attacks you anyway, take it to an animal doctor or a psychiatrist. If that does not
        solve the problem, take yourself to an animal doctor or a psychiatrist. 

            Once the dog loses interest in you, slowly back away until it is out of sight. Then run
        like the wind! If the dog begins to chase you, stop immediately, especially if it is driving
        a car. 

        
Lesson 3: The Strange Dog Is Aggressive! 

            If a dog tries to bite you, try to “feed” him your jacket, homework, bicycle, cat, or
        anything else that can serve as a barrier between you and the dog. 

        
Lesson 4: That Stupid Dog Bit You! 

            Immediately wash the wound thoroughly with soap, then report the bite to your local animal
        control agency. Tell the animal official everything you know about the dog. If the dog is a
        stray, tell the official what the dog looked like and in which direction it left. If the dog
        was driving, try to get its license plate number. 

            [image: starburst icon]
         Watch Your Step! New York City once had 75 tons of dog
        poop piled up on the sidewalks every DAY. (That’s how the city got nicknamed the “Big
        Crapple”!) 

                [image: Fish: That boy mixed up our aquariums again.]

        
Other Animals 

            Okay, so you don’t really want a dog, but you are considering getting a pet. Maybe you
        live in an apartment, so you’re worried about room. Think about how much interaction with
        the pet you want. For example, with an aquarium of fish, you won’t have much interaction.
        You can’t take the fish out and play with them (at least not if you’re smart). But that’s
        not a bad thing! I had an aquarium for years, and I loved watching the different species of
        fish swimming around, having conversations, and building cities. 

            For boys who don’t want a big animal, maybe a “stinky
        aquarium-mammal” will work. These are “pocket pets” such as rats, gerbils, hamsters, mice,
        etc., that live in aquariums filled with cedar shavings in boys’ bedrooms. If you get one of
        these, remember to let it out of its habitat to play, but don’t let it be eaten by larger
        pets, or make a dramatic, mysterious escape! 

        
Polecats 

            For people who like a lot of interaction with an indoor pet, a good
        choice is a cat. Not a kitty-cat, but a polecat. Also called
            ferrets, these fun-loving animals will amuse you to no end. But
        keep in mind that ferrets need a good couple of hours of play every
        day. They need lots of interaction. If you buy two ferrets at once, you can save yourself a
        little time because they can play with each other. (Oh, by the way, ferrets aren’t allowed
        in Hawaii or California. Sorry about that.) 

            Ferrets are a kick in the pants, but be aware that they are full of mischief. They like to
        poke their nose into anything they can get it into. When your ferrets are out of their cage
        (it should be a big cage with lots of toys), you need to make sure your house has been
        ferret-proofed. This means put all food away, clear breakable items off of shelves and
        counters, and don’t leave any credit cards out! 

            If you want a ferret, start with your local animal shelter or, if you have one, ferret
        shelter. Adult ferrets are usually already housebroken and aren’t quite as full of pep as
        youngsters. 

            [image: starburst icon] Other names for ferrets: polecats, carpet sharks, ferts, fuzzballs 

            
        [image: starburst icon]
         Interesting Information!
    

            Ferrets can be trained to use litter boxes for their dookie! 

            Ferrets can be taken outside on leashes! 

            Cats can tolerate ferrets, but always keep an eye on any dog near a
        polecat! 

            A higher number of humans than ferrets get rabies! 

            
        
Ferrets in History 

            Genghis Khan (1167–1227) conquered the largest land empire in the history of the
            world. He loved ferrets. (Of course, he also shot his brother full of arrows for
            stealing a fish that he himself had caught, but never mind that.) And one of England’s
            greatest monarchs, Queen Elizabeth I, loved her ferrets so much that she had a picture
            of herself painted with her pets. Ferrets were often kept aboard sailing ships to keep
            the rat population down and were especially useful to the U.S. Navy. We even named one
            of our ships after them! 



        
Cats 

            Even though some people say that cats are just walking meatloaf, maybe there are a few of
        you who think a cat is a good pet. Well, you’re right. Cats can take care of themselves
        better than most other pets. They’re pretty quiet and lovable, and they don’t need a lot of
        interaction either. 

            So what’s the problem? I’ll tell you the problem: cats are like girls. They’re disobedient
        and you never know what they’re thinking. You never know why they do the things that they
        do. Heck, even they don’t know why they do the things they do! Some
        people call this “mysterious.” Puh-leeze. There’s nothing mysterious about hair balls! 

            Cats aren’t very loyal, either. If a bad guy broke into your house and threatened you with
        a wet noodle, you know that your dog would bark like crazy at the intruder, and maybe even
        attack the wet noodle just to make sure you were safe! But a cat would lick itself, yawn,
        and wander into another room. And here’s a good one: try putting a leash on a cat sometime.
        Forget it! It’s no wonder that dogs were used as pets a good 6,000 years before cats were! 

            But cats are good at being by themselves, and they are good for living in apartments or
        small homes. In addition, watching a cat play with catnip is pretty cool. So if you don’t
        mind being called a “cat dandy,” feel free to get yourself a kitty. Get one at your local
        animal shelter, or try to tame one of the wild ones in your neighborhood. And just remember
        that I warned you! 

            [image: Cat (looking at report card): Whatever. I'm late for a nap.]

            
        
Special Feature: Cat’s Eyes 

            The eyes of a cat are something special. When you look at them, you will see that the
            “iris” of the eye is a vertical slit or line, unlike the round iris of a human. The long
            vertical opening of their eye lets them see very well right in front of them. This is
            called an “elliptical pupil.” (Try saying that 10 times fast!) Cats
            are predators, so they look for movement right in front of them. If
            a cat is watching something that goes above or below its vision, it loses interest.
            Watch a cat sneak up on a bird; it will get closer and closer, but if the bird flies
            away, the cat often doesn’t even look up. To the cat, the bird just vanished into thin
            air! 



            [image: starburst icon]
         Presidential Animal Lovers: President Dwight D.
        Eisenhower (1890–1969) was usually a nice guy, but he hated cats. He
        hated cats so much, he gave orders that any cat found on the White House grounds was to be
        shot. (He wasn’t kidding around either.) 

        
Amazing Animal Facts 

            [image: starburst icon] In Pennsylvania in 1924, a black Labrador named Pep was sentenced to
        life in prison. Pep had made the mistake of killing the cat of Governor Gifford Pinchot of
        Pennsylvania. The governor was the judge in the case, and there was no jury. Pep was sent to
        prison and even given an inmate number: C2559. 

            The good news is that, like most dogs, Pep loved attention. Pep was
        allowed to wander about the prison, and he was loved by hundreds of inmates. Good
            dog! Pep lived in the penitentiary from 1924 until his natural death in 1930. 

            [image: starburst icon] Elephants are the only mammal that can’t jump. This is because the
        elephant is the only mammal with four knees. 

            [image: starburst icon]
         Kangaroo Tales! The famous English explorer Captain
        James Cook (1728–1779) traveled to Australia. In 1770, his men saw a strange animal bounce
        past them. According to legend, they asked a native Aborigine hunter what the animal was
        called. The man replied, “Kan-na-gu-ru.” 

            “So the beast is called a kangaroo!” the Englishmen
        exclaimed. They wrote this down, and the name stuck. But what the English didn’t know was
        that Kan-na-gu-ru means “I do not understand you” in the language of
        the Aborigines! 

            [image: starburst icon] In South Africa, termites are often roasted and eaten by the handful,
        the way we eat pretzels or popcorn. 

            [image: starburst icon]
         Now That’s a Dog Lover! A warlord named Tokugawa
        Tsunayoshi ruled in Japan more than 300 years ago. Tokugawa was such a dog lover, he passed
        laws that gave the death penalty for killing, injuring, or even
            ignoring a dog. (These were called the Laws of Compassion.) During
        his 30-year reign, up to 200,000 people were punished for these crimes. “Good dog!
            Very good dog!” 

            [image: starburst icon] Lions and tigers can mate and have cubs. The babies are called “ligers”
        when the father is a lion, and “tigons” or “tiglons” when the father is a tiger. But do you
        know what you get when you cross an aardvark with a platypus? Trust me, you don’t want to
        know. 

            [image: starburst icon] Beetles are popular pets in Japan. Giant stag beetles have sold for as
        much as $30,000 there. One salesperson of beetles said, “They have different personalities.
        When I hold my beetle, I have real affection for it.” 

            [image: starburst icon]
         Why Are You Carrying Around a Stuffed Bunny? A tribe of
        people called the Celts who lived in Europe thought that rabbits had magical powers. One
        reason for this is because rabbit babies are born with their eyes open,
        unlike most other animals. For Celts, to have any piece of a dead
        rabbit (or the whole thing) was good luck. (It was good luck for the human, not the rabbit!)
        Over time, the piece that ended up on people’s key chains was the foot. 

            [image: starburst icon] Scientists have determined that human babies are usually less
        intelligent than chimpanzee babies. 

        
Follow-Up Activity 

            You may not have known this, but animals can talk. They are reluctant to do so in front of
        humans, however. Secretly watch your dog or ferret. (Remember to be patient, as this may
        take hours, or even days.) Eventually the animal will mutter something, possibly a complaint
        about its food. When it does, jump out and say “Ah-ha!” Once caught,
        the beast will be happy to have a conversation with you, probably about sports. 

                [image: Illustration of a hamster with flowers.]





Dumb Directions on Products! 




Companies want us to be so careful with their products that their warning labels may take
        safety a little too far. Is it the company that is incredibly stupid or
        do they think we are the dopes? All the warnings below are
            taken from real products! 

“Caution: The contents of this bottle should not be fed to fish.”
            On a bottle of shampoo for dogs. 

“Keep away from children.” On a bottle of
            
            baby
         lotion. 

“Do not use while sleeping.” On a hair dryer.
        

“Never use while sleeping.” On a propane blowtorch.
        

“Do not take if allergic to aspirin.” On a bottle of
            aspirin.
    

[image: Milk Carton text: Danger! If poison is mixed with this product, do not drink the milk, it mill be poisonous! Boy: Maybe I'll have juice!]

“Do not use in shower.” On a hair dryer. 

“This broom does not actually fly.” On a Harry Potter toy
            broom. 

“Do not light in face. Do not expose to flame.” On a lighter.
        

“Some assembly required.” On a 500-piece jigsaw puzzle.
        

“Choking hazard: This toy is a small ball.” On the label for a
            rubber ball. 

“May be harmful if swallowed.” On a shipment of hammers.
        

“Instructions: Put on food.” On a bottle of ketchup.
        

“Do not attempt to stop the blade with your hand.” In the
            manual for a chainsaw. 

“These ear plugs are nontoxic, but may interfere with breathing if
        caught in windpipe.” On a pack of earplugs. 

“Warning: May contain nuts.” On a package of peanuts.
        

“Warning: May cause drowsiness.” On a bottle of sleeping
            pills. 

“Do not put in mouth.” On a box of bottle rockets.
        

“Remove plastic before eating.” On the wrapper of a fruit
            snack. 

“Do not drive cars in ocean.” In small print at the bottom of
            the screen during a car commercial that shows a car in the ocean. 

“Shin pads cannot protect any part of the body they do not cover.”
            On a pair of shin guards. 

“This product not intended for use as a dental drill.” On an
            electric drill. 

“Eating rocks may lead to broken teeth.” On a rock gardening
            kit. 

“This product may cause harm if eaten.” On an aluminum chair.
        

“You could be a winner! No purchase necessary. Details inside.”
            On a bag of corn chips. 

“Directions: Use like regular soap.” On a bar of soap.
        

“Serving suggestion: Defrost.” On a frozen dinner box.
        

“Product will be hot after heating.” On a bread pudding
            package.
    

“Do not turn upside down.” On the bottom of a dessert package. 

“Do not iron clothes on body.” On packaging for an iron.
        

“Do not drive car after taking cough medicine.” On a children’s cough medicine jar. 

“For indoor or outdoor use only.” On a string of Christmas
            lights. 

“Remember: Objects in the mirror are actually behind you.” On
            a bicyclist’s helmet-mounted rearview mirror. 

“When operating the selector dial near your eye, take care not to put
        your finger in your eye accidentally.” On a camera. 

“Kills all kinds of insects! Warning: This spray is harmful to bees.”
            On a can of insect spray. 

“Do not use when temperature exceeds 140 degrees Fahrenheit.”
            On a wheelbarrow. 

“Caution: Risk of fire.” On an artificial fireplace log.
        

“Contents may catch fire.” On a book of matches.
        

“Warning: Cape does not enable user to fly.” On a Batman
            costume. (This is doubly dumb, because Batman can’t fly either!) 

“Do not use as an ice cream topping.” On a bottle of hair
            coloring. 


Follow-Up Activity 

Create your own product. Give it directions in another language, like Swahili or Martian.
        Chuckle as your customers use it incorrectly. 



            
            
            
            
        
Emergencies! 







            Emergency! Emergency! An emergency is what we call a life-threatening
        situation. It is a big deal. What you are supposed to do in an
        emergency is stay calm and think clearly. But what your body and brain want to do in an
        emergency is scream, jump up and down, and run away. 

            Everybody knows that if you have an emergency (and only if you have
        an emergency) you should call 911. What you may not know is that the
        very first 911 call ever made was by an Alabama senator named Rankin Fite. He called 911,
        said hi, and then had coffee and doughnuts. 

            But ever since then, 911 is only supposed to be called for a real problem. Unfortunately,
        some people don’t know what a real emergency is. They will call 911
        about “emergencies” at the drop of a hat. For example, look at these real calls that have
        been made to 911: 

            [image: starburst icon] A woman living in Los Alamitos, California, called 911 to complain that
        a person was making “bird-type noises” outside of her house. The police came and found the
        source of the emergency: a bird in a tree. 

            [image: starburst icon] A Los Angeles resident returned home to find his wife lying down on the
        couch. He asked her if she was unconscious. She said, “Yes.” He called 911. (He should have
        asked if she was conscious. Then if she said “No,” he still could have called 911!) 

            [image: Illustration of boys activity above.]

            But emergencies can happen in unlikely places. There are about 7,000 emergency room visits
        a year for injuries involving either pillows or indoor houseplants. (You know, pillows are
        dangerous because they are so soft and fluffy, and . . . hey, wait a
            minute!) In order to report medical emergencies so that a doctor anywhere in
        the world can understand what is wrong, doctors use a system called the International
        Classification of Diseases (ICD). The ICD is very specific. Just look at these codes from an
        edition of the ICD: 

            T18.2: Victim has a hair ball. 

            V97.3: Victim was sucked into a jet aircraft
        engine. 

            V96.1: Victim was injured in a glider fire. 

            W56: Victim was bitten by an orca. 

            W64: Victim was pecked by a turkey. 

            W79: Victim has a bean or marble stuck in their
        nose. 

            Y35.5: Victim was beheaded by a guillotine. 

            Z89.419: Victim’s large toe is unexpectedly
        missing. 

            The sad fact is that emergencies do happen, and someday, one may happen to you. What
        should you do when an emergency strikes? Read on. 

            
        Here is the key to dealing with any emergency: 
    

            Step 1: Think! 

            Step 2: Do something (or nothing) based on your thinking! 

            
        Here is how you should NOT deal with an emergency: 
    

            Step 1: Do something without thinking first! 

            Step 2: Think what you did was stupid. 

        
General Tip 

            Call 911 as soon as possible in any real emergency. Do this
            before beginning any other emergency steps. The emergency operator
        will need to know who you are, what happened, and
            where you are. If you’re calling from a cell phone, make a note of
        what your closest street is before calling 911. This will help the authorities locate you. 

            [image: starburst icon]
         “Calling Dr. Nurse! Calling Dr. Nurse!” At last count,
        there were three doctors in the United States with the last name “Nurse.” And yes, there is
        always at least one Dr. Frankenstein out there practicing medicine! 

        
Household Emergencies 

            Here are some of the common emergencies that a boy might run into around the house. 

        
Your Head Is Stuck Between the Railings 

            At first you will panic when you realize that your head is stuck. Calm down. If your head
        went in, it will come out, just not as easily. Your ears might get a
        little crushed on the return trip, but that’s a price you’re going to have to pay for
        pretending that you were an animal in the zoo. 

            First, try facing straight forward, with your head even. Now slide your head as far to the
            top of the railings as you can. The width between the rails is a
        little wider there. Try pulling your head out. No luck? 

            Yell for help. If you still can’t get out, have your assistant try rubbing mayonnaise on
        the sides of your head. Get your head back up to the top of the railing and try it again. 

            Still no good? Have your assistant find a crowbar and start thinking of a good excuse for
        your parents. 

            [image: Boy (with head stuck in railings): Dudes! I'm really stuck! Friends: Ha ha! You're funny!]

        
You Have a Bean, Marble, or Other Item Stuck Up Your Nose or In
        Your Ear 

            For some reason, at least once in a boy’s lifetime, he decides to do things backwards.
        Instead of pulling things out of his nose, he’ll stick something
            in it. And now it’s stuck in there! 

            Naturally, you want to get it out, but be careful not to shove it farther in! Try closing
        off one nostril and then “blowing” out the other one, just like you’re blowing your nose. If
        you’re lucky, that lima bean will pop right out, even greener than it was before. 

            No dice? Try gently pushing down on the outside of your nose to coax the marble out. 

            Still no good? If the object is a bean (or something soft) and it isn’t stuck too far up
        there, you can carefully use some tweezers to try to pluck it out. But if you STILL can’t
        get it out, it’s time to call your doctor. You may feel silly, but trust me, they see the
        old “bean in the schnozz” emergency all the time. They have a small
        suction device that will take care of your problem right away. 

        
You Clogged the Toilet 

            So, you busted a grumpy, huh? (See “Poop Department” in the “Gross
            Stuff!” chapter.) The toilet clogs when there’s too much, uh, toilet paper in it
        and the water can’t drain away. 

            The key is to act quickly. Don’t just stare at the toilet filling up saying,
            “Uh-oh.” You don’t want that mess to overflow! As soon as the
        toilet backs up, get down on your hands and knees and look behind the toilet. You will see a
        valve there. This valve lets the water into the toilet. Quickly turn that valve to the right
            (remember: righty-tighty!). This will shut off the water to the
        toilet so that it can’t fill anymore. 

            Now back out of the bathroom and close the door. Put up a sign that says, “Don’t
            use toilet.” Wait for your parents to deal with it now. Trust me, you don’t
        want any part of the rest of the solution. 

        
You Left the House Without a Coat, and It’s Really Cold Outside 

            Come on, do I have to explain every little thing to you? Either tough it out, borrow a
        jacket, or call your parents. Besides, how cold is it? There are parts of Siberia that
        regularly get to 50 degrees below zero (Fahrenheit). In 1983, Vostok, Antarctica, recorded
        128 degrees below zero, a world’s record. That’s cold!
    

            At that temperature, breathing is fun and
        deadly. When you breathe out, the water vapor in your breath freezes in
        the air like tiny ice cubes. That’s fun. But your lungs are very wet on
        the inside; if you breathe in air that cold, your lungs will be covered in frost. This is
            deadly and it kills you. (That’s not fun.) 

            [image: starburst icon]
         More Fun with Cold! If the temperature is ever down to
        about 10 degrees Fahrenheit where you live, go outside and blow some bubbles. If they don’t
        pop right away, they may fly long enough to freeze and then shatter in the air. Very,
            very cool. (By the way, Hell is the name of a village in Norway.
        Hell freezes over in the winter.) 

            [image: starburst icon]
         Big Boys Do Cry! Let’s say that
        you have an accident. Maybe you fell off your skateboard, or your parachute didn’t open that
        time you went skydiving. Is it okay to cry? Sure! Surveys show that up until age 12, boys
        and girls cry the same amount. After that, boys (and men) cry between one and two times a
        month. (Girls and women cry about five times a month.) 

            [image: starburst icon] What’s the most dangerous job in the nation?
        Police officer? Fireperson? How about fisher? More fishermen and
        fisherwomen die on the job each year than any other occupation. 

            [image: Illustration of sharp, poisonous safety button.]

            [image: starburst icon] The Consumer Product Safety Commission is in charge of making sure that
        children’s products are not dangerous. One winter season, they had 80,000 buttons made up to
        be given away at toy stores. The buttons read “For Kids’ Sakes, Think Toy Safety.”
        Unfortunately, the buttons had lead in their paint, sharp edges, and could easily be
        swallowed by a child. They all had to be recalled. 

 

            
        
Special Feature: The Worst Emergencies in History 

            The worst emergencies and disasters often have a natural cause, like an earthquake, a
            hurricane, or a disease. For example, experts agree that one of the world’s worst
            emergencies was the arrival of a disease called the “Black Death” in Europe in 1347.
            Eventually, 75 million people died from this disease, which was spread by fleas. More
            recently, in the 1920s and ’30s there were massive food shortages in the Ukraine. More
            than 12 million people died of starvation, and living people had to eat dead ones to
            survive. Jellied meats and sausages made from human flesh were the only types of meat
            available. 

            One of the strangest man-made emergencies was the “London Killer Fog.” You see, they
            get such thick fog in England, it is called “pea soup.” Thanks to air pollution, this
            fog has sometimes combined with smog and turned yellow. In 1952, the city of London had
            a week of severe fog. The fog did not burn off or blow away as it usually does, and it
            trapped all the air pollution that was released from cars and factories. As many as
            16,000 people died from breathing the pollution. This killer pea soup helped to wake up
            the world to the importance of taking care of our planet. 



        
Follow-Up Activity 

            Wait for a situation that is the opposite of an emergency. (This
        could be something like dropping your fork from the dinner table or seeing a plane in the
        distance.) Call a friend on your phone. Tell him that you have a nonemergency
            situation. Describe it carefully and tell him where you are, so that the men
        in the white suits know where to pick you up. 
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