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    Bediüzzaman and the Risale-i Nur
 






    In the many dimensions of his lifetime of achievement, as well as in his personality and character, Bediüzzaman (1877-1960) was and, through his continuing influence, still is an

 important thinker and writer in the Muslim world. He represented in a most

 effective and profound way the intellectual, moral and spiritual strengths of Islam, evident in different degrees throughout its fourteen-century history. He lived for eighty-five years. He spent almost all of those years, overflowing with love and ardor for the cause of Islam, in a wise and measured activism based on sound reasoning and in the shade of the Qur'an and the Prophetic example. 

    






    Bediüzzaman lived in an age when materialism was at its peak and many crazed after communism, and the world was in great crisis. In that critical period, Bediüzzaman pointed people to the source of belief and inculcated in them a strong hope for a collective restoration. At a time

 when science and philosophy were used to mislead young generations into atheism, and nihilistic attitudes had a wide appeal, at a time when all this was done in the name of civilization, modernization and contemporary thinking and those who tried to resist them were subjected to the cruelest of

 persecutions, Bediüzzaman strove for the overall revival of a whole people, breathing into their minds whatever and spirits whatever is taught in the institutions of both modern and traditional education and of spiritual training. 

    






    Bediüzzaman had seen that modern unbelief originated from science and philosophy, not from ignorance as previously. He wrote that nature is the collection of Divine signs and therefore science and religion cannot be conflicting disciplines. Rather, they are two (apparently) different expressions of the same truth. Minds should be enlightened with sciences, while hearts need to be illumined by religion. 

    






    Bediüzzaman was not a writer in the usual sense of the word. He wrote his splendid

 work the Risale-i Nur, a collection exceeding 5,000 pages, because he had a mission: he struggled

 against the materialistic and atheistic trends of thought fed by science and philosophy and tried to present the truths of Islam to modern minds and hearts of every

 level of understanding. The Risale-i Nur, a modern commentary of the Qur'an, mainly concentrates on the existence and unity of God, the Resurrection, Prophethood, the Divine Scriptures primarily including the Qur’an, the invisible realms of existence, Divine Destiny and humanity’s free will, worship, justice in human life, and humanity’s place and duty among the creation. 

    






    In order to remove from people’s minds and hearts the accumulated ‘sediment’ of false beliefs and conceptions and to purify them both intellectually and

 spiritually, Bediüzzaman writes forcefully and makes reiteraway; rather he appeals to feelings and aims to pour out his tions. He writes in neither an academic nor a didactic thoughts and ideas into people’s hearts and minds in order to awaken them to belief and conviction. 






    This book includes selected sections from the Risale-i Nur collection. 








    Belief and Worship
 






    In the Name of God,
the Merciful, the Compassionate.
 






    And from Him do we seek help. Praise be to God, the Lord of all worlds, and

 blessings and peace be upon our master Muhammad,1 his Family,2 and  his Companions. 








    1 In any publication dealing with Prophet Muhammad, his name or title is followed

 by “upon him be peace and blessings,” to show our respect for him and because it is a religious requirement to do so.

 For his Companions and other illustrious Muslims of the past: “May God be pleased with him (or her)” is used. However, as this might be distracting to non-Muslim readers, these

 phrases do not appear in this book, on the understanding that they are assumed

 and that no disrespect is intended. (Ed.) 






    2 The Prophet’s Family: The Prophet, Ali, Fatima, Hasan, and Husayn. These people are known as the Ahl al-Bayt, the Family (or People) of the House. The Prophet’s wives are not included in this designation. (Tr.) 











    Introduction 






    Fellow Muslims. You asked for advice, so listen to a few truths contained in the following allegories. Since you are soldiers, I will express them in military terms. 

    








    The First Word 






    The Worth of Bismillah
 






    Bismillah (In the Name of God) is the start of all good things, so we shall start with it.

 This blessed phrase is a mark of Islam, one constantly recited by all creatures

 through their tongues of disposition. If you want to perceive its inexhaustible

 source of strength and blessing, consider the following allegory:  

    






    Travelers in Arabian deserts must travel under a tribal chief’s name and protection, or else they will be bothered by bandits and unable to

 acquire what they need for the journey. Two people,3 one humble and the other arrogant, set out on a journey. The humble one obtained the name of a tribal chief; the arrogant one did not. The former traveled everywhere in safety. Whenever he met

 a bandit, he said: “I’m travelling in the name of this chief,” and so was left alone. He was treated with respect in every tent he entered. In

 contrast, the arrogant one suffered disaster and constant fear, for he had to struggle and beg for every need. He became base and vile. 

    






    O arrogant soul! You are that traveler, and this world is the desert. Your weakness and poverty are endless, and the enemies and privations to which you are exposed are beyond number. Given this, invoke the name of

 the Eternal Owner and the Everlasting Ruler of this world, for only this can

 deliver you from such begging and fear.  

    






    Bismillah is a blessed treasure. It transforms your boundless weakness and poverty, by binding you to the Omnipotent and Merciful One’s infinite Power and Mercy, into the most heeded intercessor at His Exalted Court. When you say bismillah, you act in His name. You are like a soldier acting in the state’s name, fearing no one, doing all things in the name of the law and the state, and persisting against all odds.  






    How does everything recite bismillah via its very mode of existence? For example: A stranger arriving in a city can order its people to gather at a certain place to work on a certain task. If this order is obeyed, the stranger obviously is acting in the name of the ruler’s strength and authority, not his own. In the same way, everything acts in the

 name of God, the All-Mighty. Small seeds and grains carry huge trees on their

 heads and raise weights as heavy as mountains. Each tree says bismillah and, filling its hands with fruit from Mercy’s treasury, offers them to us on a tray. Each garden, a cooking pot from the Divine Power’s kitchen where countless varieties of delicious foods are prepared, says bismillah.  






    All blessed animals (e.g., cows, camels, sheep, and goats) say bismillah and become fountains of milk from Mercy’s abundance. They offer us, in the Provider’s name, a most delicate and pure food like the water of life. Every plant and blade of grass, every root and stem, says bismillah. All plant, tree, and grass roots and fibers, soft as silk, say bismillah and pierce hard stones and soil. Mentioning His Name, the Name of the Merciful,

 subjects everything to them. 

    






    A tree’s branches spread in the sky, and its roots spread unhindered among stones and

 soil. It generates underground spontaneously, and its delicate green leaves

 hold moisture despite intense heat. These realities vex the naturalist. It jabs a finger into the naturalist’s unseeing eye and says: “You put so much trust in the power of hardness and heat, yet they obey the

 Divine Command.  

    






    That is why each soft fiber of the plant’s roots, like Moses’ staff, obeys: And We said: “O Moses, strike the rock with your staff” (2:60) and penetrates the rock. Every delicate, paper-thin leaf, like one of Abraham’s limbs, recites: O fire, be coolness and peace (21:69) in defiance of the intense heat. 

    






    All things inwardly say bismillah and deliver God’s bounties to us in His name. Thus we also should say bismillah, give and take in His name, and accept nothing from those who do not give in

 God’s name. 

    






    Question: We pay people for whatever they bring us, even though they are only “tray-bearers.” What payment does God, their true Owner, ask of us? 

    






    Answer: That true Bestower of all precious bounties and goods we enjoy requires three

 things: remembrance, thanksgiving, and reflection. Saying bismillah at the beginning is a manner of remembrance, and saying al-hamdu lillah (praise and thanks be to God) at their end is a manner of thanksgiving. Reflection means always being mindful and thinking of the precious and ingenious bounties we receive as miracles of the Eternally-Besought-of-All’s Power and as gifts from His Mercy. 






    If you kissed the hand of someone who brought you a precious gift without

 recognizing the true sender (the king), you would be making a great mistake.

 Praising and loving the apparent bestower of bounty, while forgetting the true Bestower of Bounty, is far worse. O soul! If you wish to avoid such stupidity, give and receive in God’s name. Begin and act, to the very end, in His name. This will suffice you. 

    






    The Fourteenth Gleam’s second station 






    I expound upon six of the innumerable mysteries of the basmala: In the Name of God, the Merciful, the Compassionate.4 Even though addressed particularly to myself, I call it the “Second station of the Fourteenth Gleam.” May it benefit those with whom I am associated spiritually and whose souls are wiser than mine. The

 argument touches the heart rather than the mind, and seeks to content the spirit rather than to regard rational proofs. 

    






    In the Name of God,
the Merciful, the Compassionate. 

    






    [The Queen] said: “Chieftains, here delivered to me is a letter worthy of respect. It is from Solomon, and is: In the Name of God, the Merciful, the Compassionate.” (27:29-30) 

    






    First mystery: Three stamps of Lordship are impressed upon the face of the universe, Earth, and humanity. They are one

 within the other, and each carries a pattern of the others: 

    






    Divinity: We see this in how all entities in the universe help and cooperate with each

 other, and in their general interconnectedness and reciprocity. The referent is In the Name of God. 






    Divine Mercifulness: We see this in the mutuality of likeness and form, the orderliness and harmony, and the grace and compassion in disposing, raising, and administering plants and animals. The referent is the Merciful, in In the Name of God, the Merciful. 

    






    Divine Compassion: We see this in the subtleties of Divine Goodness, the delicate adjustments of Divine Mildness, and the scattering of the light of Divine Compassion on the face of our own comprehensive nature. The referent is the Compassionate, in In the Name of God, the Merciful, the Compassionate. 






    Thus the basmala is the holy expression of Divine Oneness’ three stamps. They form a luminous line on the page of the universe, a robust

 stay, and a golden thread. Revealed from above us, the tip of basmala rests upon humanity, a miniature of the universe and its fruit. The basmala links the world to the Divine Throne and is a stairway for our ascent thereto.  






    Second mystery: Divine Unity is evident in the boundless multiplicity of individualized creatures. So as not to overwhelm our minds all at once, the Qur’an, being a miracle of exposition, constantly reiterates the manifestation of Oneness5 within Unity—the manifestation of a Divine Name on all beings. 






    Consider this analogy: The sun encompasses innumerable things in its light. But to hold the totality of its light in our minds, we would need a vast conceptual and perceptual power. So lest the sun be forgotten, all shining objects reflect its properties (light and heat) as best they can and so manifest its being the sun. This manifestation is reciprocated, for those properties (heat, light, and the color spectrum) encompass the objects that the sun is facing. 






    Just as God’s Oneness, His being Eternally Besought, and His Divine Names are manifested in

 everything, particularly in sentient creatures and especially in our mirror-like nature, each Divine Name related to creatures encompasses all creatures through Divine Unity. Thus the Qur’an constantly draws our attention to the stamp of Divine Oneness within Divine Unity, lest our minds be overwhelmed by Unity and our hearts become heedless of the Pure and Holy Essence. The basmala indicates the three important aspects of the stamp of Divine Unity. 

    






    Third mystery: Divine Mercy causes the universe to rejoice. It gives the spark of light and life to dark entities, and nurtures and raises up creatures struggling with their endless need. It causes the universe to be directed toward humanity, just as a tree is directed toward its fruit, and to hasten to our assistance. It fills and lights up boundless space, an otherwise void and empty world, making it rejoice. For transient humanity, Divine Mercy also appoints eternity and the rank of the creature addressed and beloved of the One, Eternal before and after eternity.  






    Since Divine Mercy is so powerful a truth, so inviting, mild, helpful, and worthy of love, say: In the Name of God, the Merciful, the Compassionate. Cling to this truth, and be rescued from endless desolation and need. Draw near to the Sovereign, Eternal before and after eternity, and become the one He addresses, befriends, and loves. 

    






    Why do all entities gather around humanity with purpose and foresight, and hasten to meet our needs with perfect orderliness and grace? Do they recognize us and so run to help us—as irrational as it is, in many respects, impossible? Or do we, who have no

 power, have the power of the mightiest, absolute sovereign? Or does this help

 reach us via the recognition of One Absolutely Powerful behind the veil of the

 visible universe? In other words, all entities recognize us because the One,

 All-Knowing and Compassionate, is acquainted with and recognizes us. 






    Consider this: How could the All-Majestic One, Who causes all entities to turn toward you with their hands outstretched to help you, not know, see, or be aware of you when you are in need? He teaches you that He knows you through His Mercy. So know Him, and reverently show that you do. Understand with conviction that Divine Mercy’s truth subjects the universe to your service, even though you are a slight, transient, wholly feeble, powerless, and needy creature.6
 






    Such Mercy requires total and sincere gratitude as well as honest and ardent reverence. Say: In the Name of God, the Merciful, the Compassionate, which expresses and interprets such feelings. Make it the means of admission to His Mercy, an intercessor and advocate at the Court of the All-Merciful. 






    Divine Mercy’s presence and actuality is as clear as the sun. A center-patterned tapestry is woven by positioning and

 sequencing the warp and weft and then gathered to the center. In the same way,

 bright threads extending from manifesting Divine Names weaves a seal of such compassion, a tapestry of such gentle mildness, a pattern of such goodness within the stamp of Mercy, that it is impressed upon the mind more brilliantly than the sun. 

    






    The Gracious All-Merciful One, Who causes everything to serve life; Who demonstrates His Compassion in the self-sacrifice, the extraordinary sweetness of compassion, of motherhood in plants and animals; Who subjects animate life to humanity and thereby displays our importance and status as the finest and

 loveliest weave from the Divine Lordship as well as His Mercy’s brilliance—that One has, due to His lack of need, made His Mercy the acceptable intercessor for His sentient creatures and humanity. 
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