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Introduction


Have you ever heard people mention the civil rights movement and wondered what they were talking about? What are civil rights? Who was involved in the movement, and what were they fighting for?


Let’s blast back in time for a little adventure and find out….
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A Brief History of the Civil Rights Movement


Civil rights are an individual’s legally protected rights to social, political, economic, educational, and other similar opportunities. These rights must be the same for everyone regardless of individual characteristics such as race, religious beliefs, and national origin.
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Black people in the United States have been deprived of their full civil rights since the time of slavery. The organized struggle for these civil rights, especially during the 1950s and 1960s, is called the civil rights movement. This movement resulted in many changes to the laws. It was also filled with much resistance—at times violent—from white people, including police officers and politicians.


The word “movement” refers to a group working together for a common cause. The word “civil” comes from the Latin word civis, which means “citizen.” Some civil rights, such as the right to vote in elections, apply specifically to the citizens of a particular country. But other civil rights, such as the right to free speech, apply to all people who are living in or visiting that country, regardless of citizenship.
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Civil Rights for All


The term “civil rights movement” is commonly used to describe the struggle for Black Americans to achieve equality. But other groups have had to fight—and continue to fight—for their civil rights, too. These groups include (but are not limited to)


Girls and women


Asian Americans


Muslim Americans


Hispanic Americans and Latino Americans


The LGBTQ (lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer and/or questioning) community


People with disabilities


Senior citizens


Minority groups around the world
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Human Rights


Human rights are the rights all people around the world are entitled to. They are not the same thing as civil rights, although the two can sometimes overlap.


In 1948, the United Nations—a multi-governmental organization that seeks to promote global peace, security, and cooperation—adopted the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR). The UDHR lists a number of human rights, including the right to live, be free, work, own property, marry, and have a family. The UDHR also lists prohibitions against things such as torture, inhuman punishment, and arbitrary arrest (which means being arrested without any reason or due process). The UDHR is not a code of law, however, but more of an aspirational document that spells out important principles and goals for the global community.




OEBPS/images/title.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0008-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0006-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0004-01.jpg
 —

——






OEBPS/images/f0012-01.jpg






OEBPS/images/f0014-01.jpg










OEBPS/images/f0010-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/nav.xhtml






		Front Cover



		Copyright Page



		Title Page



		Contents



		Introduction



		A Brief History of the Civil Rights Movement



		Slavery in America



		Reconstruction



		The Ku Klux Klan



		Jim Crow Segregation



		The Beginnings of the Civil Rights Movement



		Brown v. Board of Education



		Montgomery Bus Boycott



		Martin Luther King Jr.



		The Birmingham Demonstrations

		March on Washington



		New Civil Rights Laws



		More Rioting and Violence



		The Legacy of the Civil Rights Movement



		Selected Bibliography













		Contents



		Start Reading













		1



		2



		3



		4



		5



		6



		7



		8



		9



		10



		11



		12



		13



		14



		15



		16



		17



		18



		19



		20



		21



		22



		23



		24



		25



		26



		27



		28



		29



		30



		31



		32



		33



		34



		35



		36



		37



		38



		39



		40



		41



		42



		43



		44



		45



		46



		47



		48



		49



		50



		51



		52



		53



		54



		55



		56



		57



		58



		59



		60



		61



		62



		63



		64



		65



		66



		67



		68



		69



		70



		71



		72



		73



		74



		75



		76



		77



		78



		79



		80



		81



		82



		83



		84



		85



		86



		87



		88



		89



		90



		91



		92



		93



		94



		95



		96



		97



		98



		99



		100



		101



		102



		103



		104



		105



		106



		107



		108



		109



		110



		111



		112











OEBPS/images/f0003-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/cover.jpg
" THE CIVIL R
) !ﬂ'/? by Nancy Ohlin [
/ .illustrated by Roger Simé____






OEBPS/images/f0013-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0017-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/copyimg.jpg
OO,
8 2 little bee books





