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      The Mayflower

    


    Chapter One


    PLYMOUTH COLONY


    Everyone was sick of sailing. Sixty-five long days had gone by since they had set out from England on September 6, 1620. The trip had been awful—cold and stormy. One storm had been so bad that water had leaked down through the deck. One of the ship’s main beams had cracked. Many of the 102 passengers wondered if the Mayflower could really make it all the way across the ocean. But the ship’s captain was sure the Mayflower could handle the journey. So on they went, sailing across the ocean to America.


    Many of the passengers on the Mayflower were people called Separatists. They were part of a religious group known as the Puritans. The Church of England (the Anglican Church) had broken away from the Roman Catholic Church back in 1534. The Puritans thought leaving the Roman Catholic Church had been a good thing, but they thought the Anglicans hadn’t made enough changes. Many Puritans thought they should stay a part of the Anglican Church. They wanted to help change the church while still being part of it. The Separatists, on the other hand, left the Anglican Church and started meeting on their own. This was against the law.


    The Separatists wanted to worship God the way they wanted. They had tried moving to the Netherlands a few years earlier, but they had been unhappy there. They didn’t know Dutch very well. They weren’t able to grow food for themselves.
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