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Preface




My dear readers, writing and illustrating books on soft treatment design is a passion that
        I have been very fortunate to be able to follow over the past few years thanks to my
        publisher, Gibbs Smith, my marvelous editor, Madge Baird, and their team. This book is
        intended to provide design inspiration and basic knowledge to the reader. The designs shown
        within these pages are common, widely used standards within the interior design industry.
        The illustrations are my interpretation of those designs and of combinations of standard
        design elements used in the construction of slipcovers. 

My goal is to produce a visual reference for soft treatment design that is a standard
        within the industry for the purpose of improving communication between the designer and the
        workroom as well as giving the designer a visual jump start as she prepares her original
        designs. This is a labor of love for me and is a testament to my passion for the industry
        that I have worked in for over twenty years.

All of the images and illustrations in this book are original and have not been reproduced
        from any other publication or product. Any resemblance to any other publication or product
        is coincidental and is derived as a result of the common, standard, and historical elements
        used to design and construct all slipcovers. 

It has been a pleasure writing and illustrating this book and I hope that you find it
        inspirational and educational. Thank you for the tremendous support and acceptance you have
        given me over the past few years. 

Sincerely, 

[image: Photo of signature.]




Introduction




Nothing gives an old piece furniture a new lease on life like a beautiful slipcover. This
        book will provide you with the inspiration and knowledge necessary for you to make an
        informed decision about the style, design and construction of the slipcovers you want to sew
        or have sewn. 

While this book does not contain step-by-step instructions on how to construct each
        design, it does discuss the key points of each cover and its basic design elements. Whether
        you choose to sew your covers yourself or use a professional workroom service, the
        information available in this book will assist you along the way. 

For countless years, slipcovers were viewed primarily as a utilitarian product meant to
        provide a temporary fix for an old piece of furniture or a dust cover to prevent wear and
        tear. Remember your grandmother’s clear vinyl chair covers? Today’s slipcovers are an
        integral part of the design in modern interiors. They still serve a purpose but also provide
        flexibility and variety to an interior that traditional furnishings do not. Slipcovers are
        perhaps the single most impactful tool in the modern design arsenal. 

My goal in writing this book is to provide a visual resource for design ideas. Many of the
        covers you will see in this book can be made at home by sewers who have a moderate to
        intermediate sewing capability. Others require the skilled expertise of a seasoned slipcover
        professional. 

Home Design Idea Book: Slipcovers is an indispensable tool written to
        help you navigate the process of design. It contains hundreds of illustrations of creative
        ideas and common slipcover styles that can be made as shown or can inspire you to create
        unique designs of your own. 

The information and techniques outlined in the first chapter will walk you through the
        many steps of slipcover design and construction: 


Selecting Furniture 

Not every piece of furniture is suitable for slip covering. Use the guidelines and
        checklist in the first chapter to determine if your furniture passes the test. 


Selecting Fabric 

Fabric selection is extremely important to produce a well-fitting and long-lasting
        slipcover. Follow the recommendations in this section to avoid costly mistakes. 


Measuring Accurately 

Fitting a slipcover is like tailoring a fine suit; the measurements must be precise and
        accurate. Learn simple ways to ensure a perfect fit. 


Choosing an Appropriate Design 

Use the basic design fundamentals and guidelines outlined here to choose the appropriate
        design for your specific piece of furniture. 


Adding Embellishments 

Small touches such as welting or trim can make a huge impact in your slipcover design.
        Choose from the individual embellishments in this book to personalize your design. 

Whether you decide to sew your own or choose to rely on a professional to make your
        slipcovers, I hope you enjoy the process of choosing the right design for your piece of
        furniture.



        
            
                
                    
                        
Slipcover Basics

                    

                

            

            
A Bit of History 

            The slipcover has a long and historic past beginning in medieval times where
                furniture was scarce and usually consisted of a hard stool or bench. Seat cushions
                made of rough fabrics were filled with straw and used to soften the hard seats of
                the well to do. 

            Slipcovers continued to be a luxury confined to the wealthy during the renaissance
                when furniture began to be upholstered in rich silk brocades and other pricy
                textiles. Plain slipcovers were used most of the time to protect this expensive
                fabric from wear and tear. They were removed only on special occasions when the
                owner chose to show off his finery to friends and guests. 

            During the seventeenth century furniture had become more readily available to the
                wealthy as well as other household luxuries and embellishments. The size of the
                homes of the rich had also increased substantially with many rooms used only on
                special occasions. This led to the creation of the dust cover; a loosely fitted
                white cover made from muslin or linen that covered all articles of value within a
                room when it was not in use. Furnishings at that time were true works of art and
                extremely expensive, they were meant to last for generations. The dust cover was a
                way for the owner to protect his valuables from the sun, insects, humidity, mold and
                mildew and other forms of wear and tear that would devalue his investments. Dust
                covers were made for chandeliers, wall sconces, mirrors, and anything else that
                could be covered. 

            As the eighteenth century began, more people had the means to acquire large homes and
                fine furnishings. In England it became popular to cover the heavy upholstery common
                in the day with bright cotton or linen tailored slipcovers for the summer season.
                These soft, lightweight fabrics were more comfortable on the skin in the warmer
                months and they served the practical purpose of absorbing moisture and protecting
                the expensive upholstery beneath. As time went by, the slipcover became an integral
                part of the design scheme, being constructed in fabrics that matched or coordinated
                with the interiors in which they were placed. This trend moved across the English
                channel to France where it was adopted enthusiastically by the design community,
                spawning a new industry of slipcover artisans to fill the demand. 

            During the Victorian era, immigrants coming to America from Europe brought with them
                the trade of slipcover tailoring. Fine furnishings at that time in America were
                still somewhat hard to come by and much of it was imported at great expense from
                Europe. Therefore, slipcovers were a key tool in preserving fine furnishings. It
                became commonplace for the entire household to be outfitted with bright printed
                slipcovers for the warm season, which were then packed away for the winter. 

            As the industrial revolution took hold across the globe, furniture became made on the
                production line. Pieces were no longer made bespoke by artists who had trained for
                years at their craft. The cost of wood and other materials dropped due to advances
                in milling and transportation. More and more furniture was made within traveling
                distance of the customer. These and many other factors made furniture more
                affordable and accessible to the masses. At the same time the grand estates of the
                wealthy were diminishing as was the demand for artisanal furnishings. With the lower
                cost of furnishings in place, individual pieces of furniture became less important
                to the owner. Therefore, the priority of protecting them with slipcovers became less
                important although their appeal as a decorative tool has remained strong. 

            In recent years there has been a strong resurgence in the popularity of slipcovers.
                Individuals are taking notice of the throw-away tendencies of our society and are
                opting to repurpose and reuse their furnishings. Slipcovers are a great way to
                revamp an old piece and add new life to an interior or exterior space. We have also
                become accustom to a great variety in our surroundings and the cycle of trends seems
                to move at an ever increasing pace. Slipcovers allow us to adopt trends in color and
                style easily without having to purchase new furnishings.

            
The Benefits of Using Slipcovers 

            Slipcovers have remained popular for centuries because they can quickly add style,
                color and pattern to a room while providing important functions as well. 

            
Fashion 

            
                
                    	Slipcovers can quickly bring new life to old or outdated furnishings. 
                

                
                    	A slipcover will allow you to utilize existing furnishings in a new décor
                        scheme. 
                

                
                    	They allow you to significantly alter the look of a room instantly whether
                        as a permanent change or as a seasonal variation. 
                

                
                    	Slipcovers can allow you to have a variety of looks for one room that you
                        can change frequently, seasonally or on a whim. 
                

            

            
Function 

            
                
                    	A slipcover can protect expensive upholstery fabrics and delicate wood
                        frames and finishes from daily wear and tear. 
                

                
                    	They can hide flaws in furnishings or cover items that would not fit into
                        the design scheme, allowing them to blend in. 
                

                
                    	Slipcovers can be made to be washed regularly so they are a great solution
                        for furniture in high-use areas or pieces that will be used with kids and
                        pets. 
                

                
                    	Adding a fabric cover can soften hard-frame furnishings and add more
                        comfort. They can be fitted with padding for extra comfort in specific areas
                        such as the seat and the back. 
                

            

            
Economy 

            
                
                    	As a slipcover hides most or all of a piece it is covering, using thrift
                        store finds, hand-me-downs, and unmatched pieces is a viable and economic
                        option. 
                

                
                    	When comparing the cost of refinishing or reupholstering your furniture
                        versus slipcover construction, covers are considerably less expensive. 
                

                
                    	Fabrics such as cotton duck and union cloth that are typically used for
                        slipcovers are less expensive than those used as permanent upholstery. 
                

            

            
Furniture Selection 

            Not every piece of furniture is a great candidate for a slipcover. There are several
                key factors that you must consider when evaluating your furnishings before you cover
                them. Go through the checklist below to see if your piece is up to the task. 
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How Suitable Is Your Furniture’s
                Profile? 

            In general, the more curves, rounded edges, or fancy shaping on your piece of
                furniture, the more difficult the fitting of your slipcover will be. If you plan to
                tackle the construction of your cover yourself, it is best to choose pieces that
                have the following qualities: 

            
                
                    	Strong, straight lines 
                

                
                    	Gradual, gentle curves 
                

                
                    	Right angles 
                

                
                    	Good proportion and scale 
                

            

            You may want to leave the more difficult jobs for the professionals.

            
Does Your Furniture Have Good
                Bones? 

            All furniture, whether exposed frame or fully upholstered, has an inner structure
                that gives it its shape and provides structure and strength. It is important to give
                the frame a thorough review to see if it is in less than prime condition. You don’t
                want to go to the expense of covering a piece that is in bad shape. Look for the
                following red alerts: 

            
Loose or Broken Joints 

            If your piece has a hardwood frame that is in good shape but has loosened over time
                and become creaky or wobbly, it may still be worth the cost of having the frame
                repaired. If the wobbly piece has a cheaply made frame put together using particle
                board and staples in its construction, you may want to find a different one. 

            
Old Repairs 

            Has your piece been doctored before? Look for glue, nails, or staples. Does the
                repair look stable or is it a temporary fix that will not stand the test of time? 

            
Dry Rot 

            
                    Dry rot
                 is the term used for decay to the wooden structure of your furnishings
                caused by a wood fungus. It cannot be repaired. The affected area has to be
                replaced. 

            
Insect Damage 

            Look for worm holes or signs of burrowing by termites. Excess wood dust at the joints
                can be a clue. If you suspect insects but are not sure, use the tip of a knife and
                press it into the wood. If it goes in easily, you may have a problem. 

            
Foot Wear 

            Check the wear and tear on the feet of the piece to determine if they are level. Over
                time legs and feet can wear unevenly, causing the piece of furniture to wobble or
                lean. Place the piece on a flat, hard surface and do a visual inspection of the feet
                to be sure they are all firmly planted on the floor. Look for obvious cracks and
                splits that might cause a problem in the future. 

            
Lead Paint 

            Many antique pieces that can be found in flea markets or antiques shops have been
                painted, sometimes with many layers of paint over the years. It is important to
                check for lead paint on your piece, especially if you have children or pets. Try a
                product called Lead Check at http://leadcheck.com. 

            
Is the Upholstery Ready for a
                Cover? 

            Even though you are going to cover your piece of furniture, you want to be sure that
                the upholstery on the piece is in good shape and isn’t holding any unwanted
                surprises. Inspect your piece thoroughly for the following: 

            
Tears and Tatters 

            It is important that the fabric under your slipcover be sturdy and able to maintain
                the shape of the padding inside in order to support the cover. If there are obvious
                tears, holes, or tatters in the fabric, they will show through the slipcover. Cloth
                tape or fabric patches applied with iron-on binding webbing can be a quick solution
                to minor problems. 

            
Slippery or Rough Fabric 

            If your furniture is upholstered in leather or vinyl, be prepared for your slipcover
                to slide around more than you would probably like. At the other end of the spectrum,
                if your fabric is very rough, as with terry cloth or heavy chenille, your covers may
                bunch up and twist with wear. The best fabric surfaces for slipcovers are tightly
                woven, smooth or lightly textured weaves. 

            
Bad Padding 

            Take a look at all areas of upholstery on your piece, including loose cushions. Is
                the padding still fluffy and shaped appropriately for the piece? If it is lumpy,
                compressed, misshapen, or deteriorating due to age, this might be a sign to find a
                new item to cover. Many times the upholstered area on the frame are fine, but there
                may be a problem with the loose cushions. These are easily replaced to give your
                furniture a new lease on life. See the resource guide for details. 

            
Shot Springs 

            Many chairs and sofas will have spring construction that supports the seat. Remove
                the loose cushions if there are any and sit on the piece. Listen for creaking or
                scraping sounds. Look for wires or springs poking through the upholstery. Check to
                be sure there is no sagging or slanting in the seat.
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