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Q: Think about your life.

Think about the greatest thing you have ever done, and think about the worst thing you have ever done. Try to remember what motivated you to do the former, and try to remember what motivated you to do the latter.

How similar are these two motives?


BONDS VS. AMERICA


At some point in the immediate to near future,1 someone2 is going to throw Barry Bonds a strike when they should be throwing him a ball, and he will rake it with extreme prejudice. His propulsive, compact swing will rock the sphere toward the roof of the troposphere; it will fall to earth roughly 440 feet from where Barry Bonds is standing, and Bonds will react as if he is (a) unimpressed that this has happened or (b) vaguely annoyed that this has happened. He will then jog 360 feet, and some people will cheer, and some people will have mixed feelings, and some people will have mixed feelings while they are cheering. And that is because this particular raking will be the 715th home run of Barry Bonds’s career, which will mean he has passed the home run production of George Herman “Babe” Ruth Jr., a figure so historically definitive that you cannot even define him as “Ruthian,” unless you are trying to be clever and stupid at the same time.
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