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To Rollie, my beloved French bulldog,
who taught me that good things come in small packages and left me with an undying legacy of laughter and love.





The top ten most popular small dog breeds, according to AKC registration statistics for 2004.



	Yorkshire terrier


	Dachshund


	Poodle (includes the toy, miniature, and standard varieties)


	Shih tzu


	Chihuahua


	Miniature schnauzer


	Pug


	Pomeranian


	Boston terrier


	Maltese






Introduction

[image: ] Some say the world is divided into dog people and non-dog people. While that may be true, it is further divided into big dog people and small dog people. Big dog folks are the ones who say things like “I prefer real dogs” when you introduce them to your little shih tzu, or who smile condescendingly when you parade through the park with your Italian greyhound in his snowsuit.

It all boils down to stereotyping, but those of us who cherish pint-sized pets can be as guilty of it as the next person. Of course we know that a dog is a dog regardless of its size. But let’s admit it––we secretly delight in babying our diminutive dandies. It’s all about love and nurturing, part of the reason we wanted a little dog in the first place, but we know in our heart of hearts that small dogs are every bit as courageous, loyal, and protective of their loved ones as the big boys are. All dogs need our companionship, proper nutrition, a warm place to sleep, a safe home, and lots of love and attention.

Small dogs have the same needs as large dogs. The tiny miniature pinscher must be trained and socialized, just like its big Doberman cousin. The perky Pomeranian needs its bouffant coat brushed as much as the chow chow. Although your Boston terrier may not need as much room to let off steam as the lanky Dalmatian, it still benefits greatly from a daily walk around the block.

As a professional dog groomer for three decades and a lifelong dog owner, I have come to love and appreciate the small dogs who have graced my home and my grooming table, bringing a smile to my face and teaching me what wonderful companions they can be. Each one has its own beauty, whether it be the perfectly sculpted bichon frise or the comical pug, who would rather stand on its head than get its nails trimmed.

I hope this book will help you find out if you really are a small dog person. It will debunk the myths about small dogs, detail their special needs, and help you decide if you have room for one in your home as well as in your heart.

If you do decide to join this select fraternity, I hope this book will help you select the right small dog for you and your family, steering you through introductory research on breeds and their history and instructing you on how and where to find your own small dog. It will also help you find the support systems that you will need: veterinary care, grooming, trainers, and caretakers.

If this book lights a spark in your heart, and you are successful in your quest, I wish you all the joy and love I have derived from the small dogs in my life. Like Dorothy and Toto, may you and your little dog skip down the Yellow Brick Road, sharing a long and happy life together.



[image: ] Chapter 1
Small Is Beautiful

Almost a third of the American Kennel Club’s (AKC’s) 153 breeds could be considered small dogs. With these pint-size pets spread throughout five of the seven AKC groups, twenty are tiny enough to be proud members of the Toy Group and all forty-eight will fit nicely in your lap. If you are considering adding a small dog to your family, you will be joining millions of other small-dog owners who know that, as with other things in life, good things come in small packages.


How Small Is Small?


Since there really is no official definition of “small” when it comes to canine companions, the designation must be a subjective one. For the purposes of this book, small means under twenty-five pounds and no taller than sixteen inches at the withers (shoulders). Of course, small dogs don’t have to be purebred. Countless varieties of mixed-breed small dogs are among the most appealing and unique pets you could find.

As millions of devotees will attest, small is indeed beautiful. When it comes to the size of your dog, there is absolutely no correlation between its height and weight and the love and joy it will bring to your life.

For the prospective dog owner, the world of small dogs offers a delightful smorgasbord of sizes, personalities, coat types, and activity levels. There is amazing variety in this small world, from energetic sleek-coated beauties like the miniature pinscher to the scissor-sculpted bichon frise, which looks like it was plucked off the shelf at the toy store. Looking for the right small dog is a lot like choosing a mate: It all boils down to the looks and traits that you find appealing, plus that indefinable something that lights a spark in your heart.

The Case for Owning a Small Dog

Except for purchase price, which for pedigreed dogs of any size can range from a few hundred to a couple thousand dollars, it is cheaper to own a small dog. Small dogs eat less. Veterinary care usually costs less, and even essentials like crates and leashes are priced according to size. While grooming costs are not related to a dog’s size, it is still easier and less expensive to maintain full-coated small dogs between grooming visits. You can place them on a tabletop or a counter for a primping session or pop them into the kitchen sink for a bath.

Small dogs obviously require a lot less space. If your rooms are less than spacious, they can stretch out on the rug without crowding you or your family. Whether you live in an apartment or a house in the suburbs, small dogs are a lot easier to house and manage than their larger counterparts.

Owning a small dog can also be your ticket to a new world of friendship. It’s a place where owners bond and swap stories about their diminutive darlings, much like proud parents. A visit to the groomer or the vet, or a stroll through the park with your miniature dog on the end of the leash offers instant camaraderie with those who share your passion for these compact canines. Not only will you meet new friends, your dog will too. A cute little dog is a shy person’s best calling card!

The health and fitness of the owner is an important consideration when choosing a dog. If you are an avid hiker or runner, you’ll probably be happier with a medium-to-large athletic dog rather than a little dandy you’d have to stash in your backpack. But elderly citizens or any adult not in tip-top physical shape may find that a large exuberant dog may simply be too much to handle. Couch-potato people are content with couch-potato pets. People who are appalled by dog hair do best with a smooth-coated or nonshedding breed.
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All dogs start off as adorable little puppies, but when you’re picking a pet, you need to know how big your four-footed baby will grow. Thousands of dogs end up at the shelter each year because they have grown too big or too unruly for their owners to handle. Before you select a dog, research its space and exercise requirements.



Small Is In

People are busier than ever, fast-tracking and multitasking their way through life. Young married couples postpone having children while they build their careers. Stay-at-home moms are in the minority. Empty-nesters miss their children when they have grown and flown, while senior citizens often deal with loneliness. But no matter where you are on life’s journey, you still feel the need to nurture. Small dogs have become our babies. Doting owners of all ages love to pamper them, spending billions on supplies, food, treats, toys, grooming, training, and vet care. Small-dog owners often unashamedly lean toward anthropomorphism with their pocket-size canines. It goes with the territory.

Why Small Dogs Are Fun

Although all dogs are beautiful, the smallest of the species hold a special appeal for many of us. Like a doll or a teddy bear, they are just the right size to carry, cuddle, and care for. Small dogs come in an infinite variety, each with its own wonderful quirks and qualities. The small breed you choose to make your own will depend upon its personal appeal, your particular lifestyle, and a certain inexplicable chemistry. It’s a lot like falling in love.

Small dogs are portable pets. The toy breeds can be picked up and toted along like a fashion accessory (think Paris Hilton and Tinkerbelle, her omnipresent Chihuahua). Even at the larger end of the small dog spectrum, most people would have no trouble carrying their dog indoors if it had physical problems. On the other hand, when large dogs experience physical disabilities or are recovering from surgery, managing the daily routine can become very challenging for adults who are not big and strong themselves.

Cute little canines bring out the doting parent in all of us. Most people can’t help but respond to their comical antics and exuberant expressions of unconditional love. In the pet-care industry, it’s not uncommon to see burly truck driver types talking baby talk to a shih tzu, poodle, or pug.
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The world of Lassie and Timmy, where dogs ran free down on the farm, made for good television all those years ago, but things have changed. Both for their own safety and because of legal constraints like leash laws, our dogs stay home with us these days.



They make perfect playmates. Whether you’re tossing a ball, playing tug-of-war with a rope toy, or making your petite pup sit up and beg for a biscuit, such activities activate our sense of fun and take our minds off the workaday world. No matter how old or how serious we may be, small dogs give us permission to play and be silly.

Understanding Small Dogs

One of the best things about small dogs is how bonded they become to their owners. It’s no wonder some owners refer to their small companions as “Velcro dogs.” Small dogs seem to need human companionship more than their big-breed brethren. It’s nice to be needed. Whether you are watching television, preparing a meal, or sitting at the computer, your small dog will no doubt be nearby, parked strategically in case any morsels should happen to fall its way or snoozing happily under the desk. Small dogs are determined to monitor your every move and keep you company.
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Aren’t little dogs really “sissy” dogs?
All dog breeds were developed for a particular purpose. Some small dogs are tough as nails because they had to be back in the days when they worked for a living. Don’t be fooled by a small dog’s diminutive stature. Pound for pound, some can be every bit as tough and fearless as their larger counterparts.



Understanding your small dog will be easier if you realize the reason for which it was bred. Although that original purpose may have been left far behind in its colorful past, its original function is still present inside that neat little four-footed package. It will play a big part in your dog’s appearance, temperament, and activity level.

Terriers

These feisty characters are busy little rascals bred to “go to ground” in search of prey. This proclivity for digging makes them potential escape artists and adept rearrangers of the landscape. They are also highly territorial so they will often bark to announce your visitors. Some are more stubborn and strong-willed than others, but all have that spark of mischief and keen understanding that delights those who fancy these spirited dogs. Small members of the Terrier Group include the miniature schnauzer and West Highland white, as well as the Scottish, cairn, Border, wire fox, and Parson Russell terriers.

Scent Hounds

Scent hounds were bred to track game. Members of this group could be described as “a nose with a dog attached.” They are independent, tough, and reliable, but they can also be stubborn. With that fabled nose always on the job, they are food- and scent- driven dogs. Dachshunds, the smallest members of the scent-hound pack, are always on the alert. That makes them good watchdogs, so expect to hear a sharp bark from them when company arrives. Expect to find their little toys and chew bones buried in the couch cushions, too!

Non-Sporting Dogs

While the AKC’s Working and Sporting Groups have no small dog members, the diverse category known as the Non-Sporting Group has them in abundance. The breeds in this group are the most varied collection in terms of size, coat, personality, and overall appearance. Some were bred strictly as companion dogs, a function they still happily fulfill.
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The German word for “poodle,” Pudel, refers to splashing in water. Despite their fancy-pants image, poodles originated from water dogs that were used to hunt waterfowl.



The poodle comes in three sizes, two of which fit the criteria for small dogs. Toy poodles stand ten inches or under at the shoulder, while miniatures measure fifteen inches at the same point. Available in a wide range of colors, their image is that of a fancy dog, though the larger European variety worked as retrievers. Today, they are superb in their role as companions. Properly groomed, this dog has an air of elegance and great dignity. Not a hothouse flower but a wonderful family dog, the poodle is clean, nonshedding, intelligent, and affectionate.

The American Eskimo resembles a white fox. It comes in three sizes, with the toy and the miniature fitting the small-dog designation. This handsome dog with its white double coat is curious and reserved with strangers. Popular as a circus dog in the early twentieth century, it is very bright and learns tricks quickly. True to its Northern roots, it loves cold weather and relishes a good romp in the snow.

The cheerful bichon frise was a lapdog of French royalty and was featured in several paintings by the Spanish artist Goya. It was bred to be a companion and it is still marvelous at its job. Happiest at the center of family life, bichons continue to be born people-pleasers who love children and require minimal space.

The smooth-coated Boston terrier is an easy-to-care-for little character that is also a companion through and through, the role for which it was bred. This American breed is happy and sensitive. Easily adapted to apartment or condo living, it gets along well with children and other pets.

Hailing from the temples around the sacred Tibetan city of Lhasa, the Lhasa apso was bred to be protective and fearless in its job of palace sentinel. Its beautiful coat is long and thick enough to have kept it warm in the high Himalayas. The Lhasa’s dominant nature suited it well in its ancient role but makes it wary of strangers and children it does not know well.

Originally a boat dog from Belgium, the schipperke’s name means “little captain,” which suits this shiny black dog perfectly. That same alert nature that helped it guard the boat and keep vermin at bay makes it an ideal watchdog and companion who is reserved with strangers but devoted to its home and family.

Toys Are Us

When we come to the Toy Group, the name alone gives us pleasure, conjuring up the joys of childhood. Like the playthings of our youth, the small size and adorable expressions of these diminutive dogs fill us with delight. Despite their size, however, some toy dogs are tough little characters, and many are unsuitable for very young children. All are ideal companions for adults, especially apartment and condo dwellers, and they make great lap warmers on cold nights.

The toy breeds are the affenpinscher, Brussels griffon, cavalier King Charles spaniel, Chihuahua, Chinese crested, English toy spaniel, Havanese, Italian greyhound, Japanese Chin, Maltese, Manchester terrier, miniature pinscher, papillon, Pekingese, Pomeranian, pug, shih tzu, silky terrier, toy fox terrier, and Yorkshire terrier.

Among toy-breed idiosyncrasies are a feisty personality, such as that of the tiny Chihuahua who is not always fond of other breeds and can be nippy when feeling overwhelmed. This little dynamo comes in both a smooth-coated and longhaired version.

Not surprisingly, the most grooming-intensive toy breeds are the longhaired shih tzu, Havanese, and Maltese. They require lots of home care or regular trips to the groomer. If you do lots of brushing and combing at home, you can keep the coats of the Pomeranian, Japanese Chin, English toy spaniel, cavalier King Charles spaniel, papillon, silky terrier, and Yorkie in good condition, but occasional visits to the groomer are advisable for them as well. The harsh coats of the affenpinscher and Brussels griffon are easily maintained by brushing and occasional hand-stripping (plucking or pulling out dead hair.)
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Toy dogs such as the Maltese, English toy spaniel, cavalier King Charles spaniel, papillon, and Japanese Chin were bred as companions for royalty and the aristocracy. These dainty little charmers remain fashionable accessories to this day, living love objects that like to be pampered.



For toy dogs, socializing is every bit as important as housebreaking. It helps them feel secure in the world. They need more protection from their owners than their larger brethren. Owners must be watchful of them in all situations involving other dogs and children. They can be more easily injured than their larger counterparts and they often feel more threatened in unfamiliar situations.

You can give your tiny dog confidence by making sure it meets lots of people and is comfortable being handled by others. Make plenty of trips to the park or mall, and sign up for a puppy kindergarten class. The more time you devote to “bringing up baby,” the more you will be rewarded with a happy, well-socialized little dog to share your life.

Is a Small Dog Right for You?

Whether a small dog is appropriate for you depends on what you are looking for in a dog. If you need an intimidating guardian for your property, small is not a good choice. If you’re looking for a running partner as you train for the marathon, small won’t do. However, if you’re in the market for a companion, playmate, and love object, small is terrific. Before you make a decision affecting you, your family, or another animal, consider some additional factors.

Regardless of its size, your dog will need training to make it a happy confident dog that you can take with you anywhere. While small dogs are admittedly easy to spoil, it is still easier to train a ten-pound dog than a 100-pound dog. Training goes hand in hand with the toy dog’s need for protection. Mastering the basic obedience commands can save its life.

Just because you live in a small apartment or condo does not mean that any small dog will do. Some crave regular exercise, like the highly energetic Parson Russell terrier. For most, a daily walk around the block will fit the bill; for some, more energetic romps in the park or participation in dog sports such as hunting and tracking trials, agility, or fly ball would provide a great outlet for all that energy.

Grooming requirements and costs are another factor that must be taken into account. Some, like the shih tzu, poodle, and bichon frise, need a great deal of professional grooming. Do some research at local grooming salons to determine whether or not your budget will bear the cost of professional grooming.

There are also the costs of vet care and obedience training; pet sitters or boarding costs if you need to travel without your pet; licensing; food and treats (a necessity when training); home-grooming supplies and cleaning products (for those unavoidable accidents); flea and tick products; leashes and collars; and protective clothing for smooth-haired breeds in winter.
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Senior citizens and small dogs are a match made in heaven. Medical research has proven than pet ownership leads to lower blood pressure and lessened stress levels. Daily walks with a canine companion provide an opportunity for needed exercise and socialization. Small dogs offer companionship and security to seniors as well. No one can tell what size your dog is when it barks from behind a closed door at an unwelcome visitor!



Small Dogs in a Big World

Small dogs are like small children. Some of them don’t realize the limitations that come with being small. But while children eventually stop thinking they can fly like Superman, your spunky little dog may think he’s a superhero all his life. If your tiny dynamo thinks he can take on the pit bull down the block, you need to protect him from his oversized ego. All small dogs need to be monitored in all interactions with larger dogs they do not know. They can’t be allowed outdoors on their own unless the yard is securely fenced. Sometimes a tiny tyke can look like prey to his big dog buddies. Similarly, small dogs can feel overwhelmed by boisterous, fast-moving children or other household pets.

Small Dogs and Children

Very young children are unpredictable. Out of sheer curiosity, they may poke your dog’s eye, yank its tail, or take a treat out of its mouth. While pet ownership is a wonderful way to teach a child kindness and responsibility, children need to learn how to safely pick up a small dog, and they need to take care not to frighten it with boisterous actions. They also need to leave it alone when it is sleeping or eating. Dogs communicate through body language as well as by barking. Teaching children to understand the dog’s signals that it is feeling threatened—growling, lip-curling, stiffening, retreating, and hiding—will make the situation safer for all concerned. Well-socialized dogs only bite when they feel they have no alternative. The adults in the family must supervise interactions between small children and dogs. It’s up to you to direct the teaching process so that children will understand that their dog is a living creature, not a furry toy.
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How can I get my little dog to be comfortable around children?
By exposing your small dog to children in small doses, you can socialize it to little humans. Of course, just as dogs need obedience training, kids do too. Because they can drop a small dog and cause permanent injury or worse, teach them the correct way to hold a puppy and how to walk it on a leash without dragging it around by the neck.



Some breeds like the Lhasa apso, Pekingese, or Chihuahua are not comfortable with highly active children. The tiniest breeds––the toy poodle, toy fox terrier, Yorkie, and silky terrier—could easily be injured if stepped upon or mishandled. Some are afraid of children’s loud, high-pitched voices and wild running around. All small dogs need a place of their own—a bed, a basket, or their crate—where they will not be bothered and can take a restful time out.

Small Dogs and Other Companion Animals

It’s not true that dogs and cats are natural-born enemies. Most will accept each other after an adjustment period, usually a week or two. Constant supervision is required when you first introduce them, and you may need to separate them. In such a situation, the cat will usually take it upon itself to disappear and sulk for a bit. (It’s easier to introduce a kitten into a household that already has a small dog.)
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Keep in mind that terriers are ratters at heart. They were bred to hunt rodents, and they cannot distinguish between unwanted vermin and your pet hamster. Generally, if they can get hold of a mouse, gerbil, guinea pig, or bunny, they will. For this reason, terriers are not compatible housemates for these types of pets.



Dogs are pack animals, and it only takes two of them to make a pack. Many dog lovers would never keep just one because they know that dogs really do form strong bonds of friendship and keep each other company, playing together and curling up to snuggle and snooze when they get tired. If you are introducing a new dog into the home, you need to supervise the initial interactions. Feed the dogs separately, and show equal attention to each one. While some dogs have aggression issues and are better as “only children,” in most cases, having more than one dog means canine companionship for both you and your pets.



[image: ] Chapter 2
Popular Small Dog Breeds

Whether you’re looking for a purebred dog with an impressive pedigree from a renowned breeder or a lovable mix of uncertain parentage from the local shelter, the search for the right dog does require a lot of thought and planning. Keep in mind that the breeds presented in this chapter represent only some of your numerous options. The good news is that doing your homework while you search can be fun.


Beginning Your Search


Each of the dogs described here has a dedicated following of fans who believe their small dog stands head and shoulders above the rest of the pack. When you check out the AKC link to a breed’s parent club or conduct your own online search, you are bound to come up with plenty of Web sites devoted to each breed. You’ll find lots of adorable photos, too!
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Don’t little dogs tend to be nippy?
As far as nipping goes, small dogs do feel more inclined to protect themselves because of their size. People tend to overwhelm and intimidate them, clamoring to pick them up and cuddle them. Children look upon them as stuffed toys that don’t need batteries. If small dogs are allowed to get to know people before being picked up and passed around, and if they are raised to be self-confident, they will be far less inclined to nip their admirers.



Of course there are also numerous dog breeds from around the world and here in the United States that are not recognized by the AKC. Two such up-and-coming small breeds to add to our list are the Coton de Tulear, a dog from Madagascar that is similar to the bichon, and the Bolognese, a toy-size fluffball from Italy.

Popular Small Purebreds

According to the AKC, the most popular small dogs are the dachshund, Yorkie, poodle, shih tzu, Chihuahua, miniature schnauzer, pug, Pomeranian, Boston terrier, and miniature pinscher. But dogs go in and out of fashion, and closely nipping at their heels in popularity are the Maltese, Welsh corgi, bichon frise, and West Highland white.

Also currently surging in demand are the “doodle” or “designer” dogs, mixes of poodles and every breed under the sun. The large breed Labradoodle (Labrador retriever and poodle mix) and Goldendoodle (golden retriever and poodle) are now in high demand, but smaller doodles have been around for years. Although the practice has always been frowned upon by serious dog people, dog owners have always paired up little dogs of differing pedigrees. These smaller mixes are now riding a wave of popularity on the tails of their bigger doodle counterparts.

Groomers have long been familiar with the popular Cocker-Poo, a small- to medium-size mix of cocker spaniel and poodle that comes in the full spectrum of poodle colors. Then there is the Schnoodle (miniature schnauzer/poodle), Peke-a-Poo (Pekingese/poodle), Yorki-Poo (Yorkshire terrier/poodle), Chi-Poo (Chihuahua/poodle), Shi-Poo (shih tzu/poodle), Malti-Poo (Maltese/poodle), Bich-Poo (bichon frise/poodle), Lhasa-Poo (Lhasa apso/poodle), and Westi-Poo (West Highland white/poodle).
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If you decide on the ever-popular Chihuahua, your dog should always be in your care, not allowed to play unsupervised outdoors.



In addition to their unique teddy-bear looks, these dogs are nonshedding, a prized legacy from their poodle parent. If you are one of the millions who suffer from allergies and asthma, the idea of owning a hypoallergenic dog could be very appealing.

Because poodle mixes obviously don’t come with a pedigree, there is no guarantee they will not shed. Sometimes it takes a few generations of selective breeding to produce a truly hypoallergenic dog. If you want a known quantity, several nonshedding small purebreds are available, including the poodle, bichon frise, and Maltese.

You also now routinely see such canine concoctions as Chia-Pins (Chihuahua/miniature pinscher), Buggles (beagle/pug), Bugs (Boston terrier/pug), Dorgis (dachshund/corgi), Chitzus (Chihuahua/shih tzu), and Shi-Lhas (shih tzu/Lhasas)

While mixing pure breeds is considered indiscriminate by devoted breeders and the AKC, combining different breeds is nothing new. When you research the history of any breed, you will find a diverse cast of ancestors that added size, color, coat type, spirit, and spunk to create the breeds we know today. There is also the factor known as “hybrid vigor.” Because mixes (known less flatteringly as mongrels or mutts) come from different breeds, they are less likely to inherit breed-specific health maladies such as hip dysplasia, problems with their liver, eyesight, heart, or kidneys, or the high incidence of cancer now prevalent in some breeds that share closely bred foundation stock.
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Regardless of which dogs are being bred, it’s important for the breeder to know their medical histories. Some inexperienced people are jumping on the doodle-dog bandwagon without screening for health problems and temperament issues. Although there are no guarantees that any dog will be free of health problems, you need to consider the unpredictability factor and ask for references about other pups sold by that breeder when considering such a designer pup.



Unlike doodle dogs, most mixed-breed pups are the result of accidental breeding. Sadly, the shelters are full of these dogs, and the small ones are usually adopted first. Mutts are an all-American tradition with an appeal all their own. When you adopt one, you’ll be saving a life as well as gaining a wonderful pet.

American Kennel Club Breed Standards

The standard of a particular breed is nothing more than a written description of how an ideal dog of that breed should look, move, and behave. The breed standard details a group of characteristics that define a particular breed, covering size, proportion, carriage, details of the head and body, coat, color, and personality.

The breed standard is an ideal of perfection. Just like the people who love them, not many dogs are perfect, but a dog need not be perfect to win points toward a championship at an AKC-sanctioned show. In reality, the show dog is not really in competition with its peers but with the judge’s interpretation of the perfect breed specimen and how that dog measures up. Although the AKC is the largest and best-known registry of purebred dogs, hundreds of breeds throughout the world do not have AKC recognition.

Those breeds officially recognized by the AKC are cataloged in an AKC studbook. Prior recognition by other registries would help prove that a breed has been well established, a big factor in gaining AKC recognition. Before the AKC considers adding a breed to its registry, its board of directors must be convinced that there is sufficient interest and widespread activity within that breed. If it meets those criteria, the breed is first admitted to the Miscellaneous Class. Although they may compete in conformation shows, these dogs are only allowed to compete within the Miscellaneous Class and are not eligible for championship points. Dogs can compete against other purebreds in regular classes and work toward AKC championships.

When it comes to dog breeds, humans have been pretty busy for thousands of years. Some breeds can be traced back to the Roman Empire or ancient Egypt, some to the Middle Ages and the palaces of emperors and kings. All breeds were developed for particular purposes such as herding, hunting, pulling sleds, hauling carts, or serving as treasured companions, a role every dog deserves. When we study the origins of the small breeds, we discover a fascinating history as diverse as these dogs themselves.

Popular Toy Breeds

Toy dogs are primarily companion pets. Many of these breeds started out much larger and heavier than they are today and have been bred down to the small sizes we now know and enjoy. Generations of selective breeding have produced this cast of lovable munchkins for you to explore, in alphabetical order.


Affenpinscher


Dubbed the monkey dog because of its flat nose, round eyes, jutting jaw, and whiskery face, this scruffy toy terrier originated in seventeenth-century Germany, where it was probably crossed with small pinschers and used to hunt vermin. Impish in personality, it makes a great dog for families with older children and needs little exercise. Its hard shaggy coat, usually black or gray, requires regular brushing and occasional tidying up. A mercurial little charmer, the affenpinscher’s mood can range from stubborn to playful to deeply affectionate—all within a half hour or so!

Brussels Griffon

Another terrier-type toy, at eight to twelve pounds this little gamin is a bit sturdier than the affenpinscher, one of its probable forbears back in Belgium. The Brussels griffon comes in a smooth variety, but the wire-coated version is better known. Its hard coat, usually red but also beige, black, and tan and black, needs regular brushing and occasional hand-stripping. Its gremlin-face needs occasional tidying to accentuate its domed skull, neat ears, and sparkling eyes. Easy to train and always amusing, the Brussels griffon needs minimal exercise and makes a good family pet but can be wary of young children.
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Originally a peasant’s dog, the Brussels griffon was an avid ratter used in the stable that grew popular as it rode around seated next to the driver in hansom cabs.



Chihuahua

Named for its home state in Mexico where it was discovered in 1850, this is the oldest purebred North American dog. Available in both a smooth and long-coated version and usually weighing no more than six pounds, the Chihuahua makes the perfect portable pet, if you spend time on proper socialization. The smooth variety needs only a weekly rub from a rubber curry, the longhaired version a good weekly brushing. This tiny companion can be litter-box trained and beyond loving attention, a cozy spot to curl up, and a warm winter coat, its needs are minimal. Not a good choice if you have small children, the Chihuahua feels safest and happiest with adults and may be nippy when it feels threatened.

Chinese Crested

Available in hairless and powderpuff varieties, this ancient breed is now virtually extinct in its native land. Fortunately, these affectionate companions accompanied Chinese explorers and traders to far-flung ports. The hairless version of the Chinese crested is not completely naked. It has a tuft on its head––its namesake crest––a plume on its tail, and shaggy socks, but the rest of its smooth body needs regular moisturizing and sunscreen when it goes outdoors.
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The skin of the hairless Chinese crested needs to be moisturized and protected with sunscreen. This dog also needs a coat in cold weather.



Weighing up to ten pounds and no taller than thirteen inches, the Chinese crested like to grasp toys with their paws and hug their owners. Due to their unusual appearance, these dogs are an acquired taste, but they make wonderful pets. Burlesque queen Gypsy Rose Lee was an avid fancier and breeder.

English Toy Spaniel

Similar to the cavalier King Charles smaller but smaller at ten to eleven inches and eight to fourteen pounds, the toy spaniel’s long silky coat comes in four colors: Blenheim (red and white); ruby; Prince Charles (white with black-and-tan markings); and King Charles (black and tan). It needs brushing twice a week. The quintessential lap dog, the toy spaniel’s roots are in the Orient, but its greatest popularity came in fifteenth and sixteenth-century Europe where it was the beloved “comforter dog” of royalty, including Mary, Queen of Scots. Its intelligence, trainability, and gentle disposition make the toy spaniel a great family pet, but children must be taught to be very gentle with this little dog.

Italian Greyhound

Standing thirteen to fifteen inches tall and weighing about eight pounds, the smallest of the sight hounds was bred down from larger counterparts that were popular in ancient Egypt where greyhounds were mummified and carved into tombs. The miniature Italian version was bred to be the darling of aristocratic ladies, including princesses and queens. It enjoyed hunting small game and still delights in a good run. Elegant, lovable, and easy to train, this streamlined pet needs warm clothing in winter and is highly adaptable to apartment living. Its grooming needs are as basic as it gets—a weekly wipe-down with a chamois cloth. It’s too delicate for roughhouse play with children and can be timid with strangers.

Japanese Chin

Originating in Asia, the Japanese Chin was bred as a lapdog for the imperial aristocracy. Once fed only on rice and sake to keep them tiny, dogs of this breed now come in two sizes—over or under seven pounds—but smaller is still considered better. Most frequently seen in black and white but also available in a variety of colors, the Japanese Chin’s profuse coat needs brushing several times a week. With their trademark high-stepping gait, Chins make charming companions, perfect apartment dwellers that do well with older children.
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Commodore Matthew Perry presented Queen Victoria with a breeding pair of Japanese Chins. Credited with opening Japan to international trade in the mid-nineteenth century, Perry was a devoted dog lover who also introduced the Japanese spaniel to the Western world.




Miniature Pinscher


Tenth in popularity among small dogs, the “min-pin” is a big dog in a small package. It was bred down to its tiny size (ten pounds, ten to twelve-and-a-half inches) from the German pinscher in the late 1800s. There may have been some dachshund and Italian greyhound genes in the mix as well. With its prancing gait and show-off tendencies, this dog is a natural in the show ring. Its coat is smooth as glass and comes in black, black and tan, or red. Its ears are either erect or cropped, and its tail docked like the larger pinschers. Min-pins are not lapdogs. They are a challenge to train because they try to outwit you but are lively, mischievous, and protective. While they don’t dislike children, they will not tolerate mishandling.

Papillon

Another living toy of European royalty, the papillon’s name means “butterfly” in French. Originally known as a Continental toy or dwarf spaniel, it began endearing itself to the ladies of the Spanish court back in the twelfth century. Its popularity spread throughout Europe and especially to France, where its fanciers included Madame Pompadour and Marie Antoinette, but this symbol of the ruling classes was nearly wiped out after the French Revolution. There are several theories explaining how the papillon acquired its trademark “butterfl”y look with the erect fringed ears. One says it was interbred with the spitz and possibly the Chihuahua, while another theory maintains prick-eared spaniels were culled and selectively interbred to achieve this result.

The drop-eared version of the breed, known as the phalene (French for moth, rather than butterfly) is now quite rare. Papillons love to bark and be with people. Their coats require regular brushing and combing to keep mats at bay. Weighing eight to ten pounds, this dog does well in most climates and living situations. It loves children but they must be taught that it really is a dog, not a toy.

Pekingese

Named for the city where they were held sacred, these dogs were members of the imperial court for eight centuries. At one point, 4,000 eunuchs were assigned the sole purpose of breeding and raising these living icons, also known as Lion Dogs. When the British sacked Peking in 1860, all of the Pekingese dogs were ordered destroyed so that none would fall into the hands of the invaders. Two survivors were brought back to England and presented to Queen Victoria.

Standing six to ten inches tall and weighing under fourteen pounds, the Pekingese has an unforgettable look, a flowing bundle of fur floating along with a rolling gait. Its thick double coat demands daily brushing and broad head, fringed ears, pushed in nose, and distinctive wrinkles give them a unique appearance. Self-assured, strong-willed, and choosy in its affections, the Peke is not suitable for a family with children but can live quite happily in any space with a devoted owner. It does well with little exercise, especially in hot weather when its short muzzle can cause difficulty in breathing.

Pomeranian

The smallest of the Northern breeds, the Pomeranian is a four-legged fluffball with its thick double coat, small pointed ears, and bushy curled tail up over its back. Originating in the Baltic region known as Pomerania, this tiny toy spitz dog captivated Queen Victoria when it was brought to England, and the Pom soon became a favorite of the noble ladies. Only nine inches tall and weighing under five pounds, most Poms are solid-colored in white, black, brown, or orange. The breed’s bouffant coat does best with daily brushing, and its exercise needs are minimal. A good little watchdog that is affectionate with its owners, it is mistrustful of strangers and wary of children.

Pug

Another unique and ancient dog from China, where it flourished before 400 B.C., the pug was first documented in Buddhist monasteries in Tibet. Brought to Holland by traders from the Dutch East India Company, it became the official dog of the House of Orange. Two centuries later, a pug named Fortune was the treasured companion of Napoleon’s wife, the empress Josephine. Pugs were brought back to England after the sacking of Peking along with other prized canine booty, the Pekingese and shih tzu. Devotees included the Duke and Duchess of Windsor as well as Winston Churchill.

Compact in build, this endearing dog with its round wrinkled face and curled tail comes in fawn and black. It stands ten to eleven inches tall and weighs fourteen to eighteen pounds. It lives to please its family and thrives on love and attention, though it will hold a grudge if mistreated. The pug is great with children but prone to breathing problems in warm weather and obesity if overindulged. Its short coat sheds profusely, requiring regular attention with a curry brush.

Shih Tzu

With roots in Tibet stretching back to the first century, this exquisite dog with the flowing coat was brought to China in the seventeenth century, where it became a favorite in the Imperial courts. Called the chrysanthemum dog because of the way its facial hair sprouts in all directions, the shih tzu is a dwarf version of the Tibetan terrier, possibly with the Pekingese and Lhasa apso. The breed was all but destroyed during the British sacking of Peking in 1860, and the remnants were nearly eliminated a second time after the 1949 Communist takeover, but somehow the shih tzu was saved from extinction. Less wary than the Lhasa, the shih tzu is a living love object with a bit of the clown in its personality. At nine to ten inches in height and weighing nine to sixteen pounds, it comes in a rainbow of colors. The shih tzu is neither the easiest dog to train nor the best watchdog, but its personality overrules its drawbacks, the biggest of which is the maintenance of its coat. If kept long, the coat requires daily brushing, so many owners make life easier by keeping their shih tzu in a shorter trim. A small apartment and a daily walk or play session will suit this dog just fine.


Silky Terrier


Often confused with the Yorkshire terrier, the silky terrier was developed in Australia by crossing the Yorkie with the Australian terrier. This tough little tyke was a formidable hunter of mice and other small mammals. With larger ears and a longer muzzle than the Yorkie, it stands nine inches tall and weighs under ten pounds. Its longer back is a likely result of cross-breeding with Skye and Dandie Dinmont terriers. The silky’s silvery hair is worn parted down the middle and falls to its knees, not draping to the floor like the Yorkie coat, but it needs the same frequent brushing and combing to keep it tangle-free. Loyal and territorial, the silky likes to bark as it guards the home and can be aggressive to strange people and other dogs. It adores children, as long as they treat it with care.

Toy Fox Terrier

Newly recognized by the AKC as a separate breed, the toy fox is a smaller version of the smooth fox terrier. Tiny at under seven pounds, tricolored and smooth-coated, it’s also known as the Amer-Toy. Wash-and-wear pets that fulfill their own exercise needs, these jaunty little sprites couldn’t be better suited to apartment living, but they retain the instincts of the tough little ratters they once were. The Web site of the American Toy Fox Terrier Club states: “The TFT is a big dog in a little package. He considers himself ‘Superdog,’ making it clear that he has a huge ego, and will dominate almost every situation.” The breed’s sharp intelligence and keen hearing make this a great service dog for the physically challenged and hearing-impaired. With its erect ears and little stub tail, the toy fox makes an endearing companion but should not be paired with very young children.


Yorkshire Terrier


This diminutive dandy had humble beginnings as a ratter among the farmers, miners, and weavers of Scotland, who developed the breed from a conglomeration of Scottish and English terriers, some of which are now extinct, and probably the Maltese as well. The Scotsmen brought the little dogs with them to Yorkshire, England, and the rest is history. Although it is among the most beautiful of dogs with its silky flowing coat, the Yorkie retains a true terrier temperament, fearless, feisty, and bold. Kept long, its coat requires daily brushing, so many owners opt for a shorter, easier-to-maintain trim. A busybody that keeps tabs on its family, the Yorkie is playful and mischievous. Although under seven pounds and only nine inches tall, the Yorkie thinks it’s a big dog and relishes the role of ferocious watchdog. Born black and tan, in adulthood the black coat turns steel blue, and most Yorkies sport a topknot to keep the hair out of their eyes. A fine companion and therapy dog, it has been a great favorite in the United States since it arrived here in the late 1800s. Due to its size, small children pose a threat to its safety.

Toy Poodle

The smallest of the three poodle varieties, the toy poodle was bred down from its larger and older cousins in France during the eighteenth century. Affectionate, smart, and clean as a whistle, this dog loves to play and be with its people. Its coat comes in blue, black, gray, silver, chocolate, apricot, café au lait, and cream. It should be professionally groomed every four to six weeks if you want the true poodle look. Besides its fancy show styles, the coat can be kept in shorter and more manageable pet trims, sometimes groomed to look like a tiny teddy bear. The toy poodle stands ten inches tall and weighs under ten pounds but some breeders have produced an even smaller version known as the teacup poodle. Smaller is not necessarily better; some of these tinier pets can be fragile and unhealthy. The toy poodle is a wonderful pet for older children who treat it with respect and makes a great therapy dog.
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